


In Arts at Okanagan College, we meet a lot of students who aren’t sure what they want to do 
with their lives or who they want to be.  Our advice to them is a bit of a riddle borrowed from 
Nietzsche who said “Become what you are” or, even more of an enigma, from Kafka: “Destroy 
yourself…in order to make yourself into that which you are.”

What all this means is that there’s a path for each of us that will take us where we’re meant 
to go, to become what we’re meant to be.  For some students, the way is clear and they get 
started right away.  For others, work, travel, or family comes first, and returning to school can 
take a bit more time.  No matter what kind of student you are, there’s no better place to find 
your path than right here.    

In Arts at Okanagan College, our university studies programs and courses are as diverse as our 
students.  We offer eight certificate, diploma, and associate degree programs and over 200 
different courses from 17 subject areas.  And every credit you earn at OC is fully transferable 
to universities across British Columbia and beyond.  So take some time to find your own way.  
It’s never time wasted to find your way here.             

What if you could         
       find yourself without really looking? 

www.okanagan.bc.ca/arts 
Visit us on-line:
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What if
who you were meant to be is 

who you already are?



•	Want	to	know	what	sorts	of	courses		 	 	 	
	 you	can	take?	Check	out	the	descriptions	on	pages	4-7.			

•	 Curious	about	your	Profs	and	their	PhDs?
	 Meet	a	few	of	them	on	pages	10-11.		

•	Worried	it’ll	be	nothing	but	essays		 	 	 	
	 and	exams?	
	 Have	a	look	at	the	cool	new	ways	students	are	learning,	on	pages	14-15.			

•	Wondering	how	it	all	fits	together?		
	 Read	about	the	Associate	Degree	of	Arts	and	our	diploma	programs	on	pages	16-21.			

•	 Think	you	might	need	some	advice?		
	 Take	some	notes	from	our	advisors	on	pages	22-23.			

•	 Interested	in	who	put	this	book	together?		
	 Meet	the	student	contributors	on	page	26-27.									

Find	
everything 
you	need	to	know	to	start	with	Arts	at	Okanagan	
College	and	to	stay	for	your	full	two	years.	
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Anthropology asks the question: what makes us human? To answer this, 
anthropologists study human culture in all its diversity and similarity, looking 
at the world in new ways and questioning the ethnocentric assumptions 
that guide much of our thinking and perceptions.  Anthropologists seek to 
recognize the impact of our own culture on our understanding of others.  
Courses in Anthropology examine art, the environment, gender, archaeology, 
and more.  

Communications is the study of how meaning is made in a range of contexts, 
including advertising, television, film, music, popular culture, social media, 
and the internet.  Faculty in the department—filmmakers, writers, and 
musicians themselves—explore how communication is fundamentally related 
to the development of self and society and examine how the messages of the 
contemporary world influence our perception of such issues as gender, race, 
class, and community. 

Criminology courses examine crime as both an individual and a social 
phenomenon.  Courses focus on the causes and consequences of crime, on 
victimization, delinquency, and deviance, as well as on responses to crime in 
the criminal justice system.  Students engage with topics such as Canadian 
law and legal institutions, human rights, and the ethical issues confronting 
professionals in the criminal and associated justice systems. 

“Take	what	you	want	
		to	get	started.”
													 	 	 	 	 														(Arts	student	Charnelle	Schindel)

ANTH

CMNS

CRIM

Seriously.		Anything	you	want.		That’s	the	advice	we	received	from	a	student	we	spoke	to.		
And	we	think	it’s	pretty	good	advice.		In	Arts	at	Okanagan	College,	students	have	so	many	
courses	to	choose	from	that	it	can	sometimes	feel	overwhelming.		While	there	are	specific	
courses	required	for	our	various	programs—and	our	advisors	will	help	you	with	that—there’s	
also	lots	of	flexibility.	

So	how	do	you	decide	where	to	start,	especially	if	you	don’t	yet	fully	know	where	you’re	
going?		Start	with	what	you’re	interested	in.		But	stay	in	touch	with	an	advisor	so	you’re	
certain	it’ll	all	fit	together	and	get	you	somewhere	in	the	end.		

Check	out	the	descriptions	of	all	our	different	subjects	below	and	on	the	next	few	pages.	
And	check	out	the	BC	Transfer	Guide	at	www.bctransferguide.ca.	Choose	whatever	courses	
you	want	with	the	confidence	that	they’ll	transfer	fully	to	universities	across	BC.					          
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Do you think about such serious issues as child labour, homelessness, free 
trade, global poverty, and global warming?  Do you wonder how these 
problems might be solved and how you might be part of the solution?  If you’re 
ready to tackle these kinds of tough questions, you’re ready for Economics.  
Faculty in the department help students develop the critical skills necessary 
to answering the world’s most complex questions.  

Faculty in English are interested in language and literature, in the way words 
work in our lives and communities.  A diverse group of scholars, writers, 
editors, and designers, faculty encourage students to read critically and write 
creatively, to engage with the way language shapes our view of the world 
and our place in it.  English is home to the Kalamalka Press, Vertigo Voices, 
the Mackie Lake House Writer in Residence program, the Ryga journal, and 
more! 

A new subject area at OC, courses in Film offer students a critical study of a 
range of film genres—from film noir to fantasy.  Students learn methods for 
analyzing cinematic content and develop an understanding of the history of 
film, film theory, technical and aesthetic aspects of film, and the economics 
of the industry.  Students learn to interpret film through cultural, social, and 
political lenses.     

An emerging field of study at the College, our innovative Fine Arts courses 
currently focus on art and art history, and typography and book design.  
Students in our art history classes now have the opportunity to develop their 
own skills in our new drawing class while students studying book design 
continue to work with both traditional letterpress techniques and the newest 
digital technology.  

Do you like Google Earth?  GPS?  Going on fieldtrips?  Geography & Earth and 
Environmental Science courses teach students about the world around them 
and how they fit into it.  Geographers look at both the natural environment 
and the ways in which people live within their environment.  To Geographers, 
understanding these factors is increasingly important as our resources shrink, 
as our cities grow, and as our climate changes. 

ECON

FILM

ENGL

FINA

GEOG
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HIST

MODL

PSYC

INDG

PHIL

Is it true that those who don’t learn from history are doomed to repeat it?  
Studying in History involves studying the critical events and issues of the past, 
in an effort to better understand their impact on the present and the future.  
Historians seek to understand human behaviour, and the complex social, 
political, and economic developments from the Ancient to Contemporary 
world.  Students of history develop skills which are essential to many 
professions.  

A new subject of study for the College, Indigenous Studies courses examine 
the concepts and social institutions applicable to traditional and contemporary 
life in indigenous communities, both globally and locally. Courses focus 
on indigenous oral histories, kinship, economics, community life, spiritual 
relationships, and ways of knowing.  Courses aim for a holistic understanding 
of Aboriginal peoples, their perspective and politics as well as their past and 
present.  
    

The study of language broadens cultural horizons and helps to develop critical 
thinking and communication skills.  The Department of Modern Languages 
offers students the opportunity to develop linguistic understanding and 
competence in a range of languages, including French (FREN), German 
(GERM), Japanese (JAPN), Mandarin (MAND), and Spanish (SPAN).  Faculty 
in the department also expose students to the literature, history, and cultures 
of the countries where the languages are spoken.  

What is the meaning of life?  Do you have free will?  What is good and what is 
evil?  The Department of Philosophy challenges students to engage directly 
with these sorts of difficult questions, to understand the philosophical issues 
concerning society and its fundamental institutions.  Students in Philosophy 
develop strong critical thinking and reasoning skills and come to understand 
the complexities of modern life.  

Why do we do what we do, think what we think, feel what we feel? Why 
do we dream? Why do we strive and struggle, hope and despair, love and 
hate? These are the sorts of questions central to the study of Psychology, a 
diverse discipline concerned with the study of human behaviour and mental 
processes.  To faculty in the department—and their students—these are the 
questions central to life itself. 
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If you’re interested in issues such as civil rights, war, peace, poverty, justice, 
globalization, and equality, you’re likely interested in Political Science.  
Concerned with the theory and practice of politics, faculty in the department 
help students develop the ability to understand the world from a variety of 
political, social, and cultural perspectives.  New courses in Political Science 
include Women & Politics and Politics & Human Rights.  

Another area of growth for Arts at OC, Social Work courses provide students 
the opportunity to examine the social policies and programs of concern to 
practicing social workers.  Courses also discuss the role of the social worker 
in formulating these policies and developing programs.  Focused on issues 
related to poverty, health, family, and children, social workers aim to bring 
about positive social change for oppressed and marginalized groups. 

Have you ever wondered how your social background shapes the career 
you’ll choose?  Have you thought about why you buy the products that you 
buy, about the cultural values the media presents and how that might shape 
society?  Sociology helps us gain a better understanding of ourselves and the 
social world, so we can see how our behaviour is shaped by the groups to 
which we belong and the society in which we live. 

Is there a connection between women’s rights and human rights law? Between 
women’s reproductive health and social justice? Do the depictions of men 
and women in the media influence our behaviour? Women’s Studies asks 
these sorts of questions and includes disciplines as diverse as Law, Political 
Science, Health, Media, and Religious Studies.  With an emphasis on a global 
understanding of race, class, gender, sexuality, and  ethnicity, Women’s 
Studies exemplifies interdisciplinary study. 

POLI

SOCW

SOCI

WMST

How do you know the difference between a Humanities course and a Social Sciences course?  
The Associate Degree of Arts requires you to take a specified number of courses from the Humanities and from the 
Social Sciences.  Sometimes these specialised terms can feel confusing, especially for new students.  Talk to us to 
be certain you understand all of your options and obligations.  

Humanities courses: English, Fine Arts, French, German, History, Japanese, Mandarin, Philosophy, and Spanish.

Social Science courses: Anthropology, Communications, Criminology, Economics, Geography, Political Science, 
Psychology, Sociology, Social Work.

And sometimes a bit of both: Courses from Indigenous Studies, Film, and Women’s Studies can sometimes 
count as either Humanities or Social Sciences depending on where you’re transferring.       

7



8

Just The Facts
•  Average age of Arts students: 23.3 years old

•  Approximate average class size in Fall 2010: 25 students

•  Approximate combined number of years of education of 
 Arts faculty at OC: 475 plus years

male Arts students

female Arts students

100%

80%

60%

40%

20%

0%

part-time Arts students

full-time Arts students

Full-time Part-time

45%
55%

36%

64%
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• Approximate number of profs with PhDs: 30

• Approximate number of profs with MAs: 30

100%

80%

60%

40%

20%

0%

Students 
who say their 

main goal 
for attending 

was met.

Students who 
say they are 
satisfied or 

very satisfied 
with their 

education in 
Arts at OC.

Students 
who rank the 

quality of 
instruction in 
Arts at OC as 
good or very 

good.

97% 92%
85%

Credential and Job Skills

Credential

female Arts students
Other

Job Skills

Main reasons students attend Arts at OC?

21%

4%

14%

61%



Jeremy Beaulne, English, Film

What are your credentials?
I have a BA and an MA, both in English literature, from the University of British Columbia.

What do you enjoy most about teaching at Okanagan College? 
I like interacting with students.  I also like the fact that Okanagan College is very supportive of the faculty’s scholarly and creative undertakings.

Are you currently involved with any research projects?
I’m currently involved in two creative projects: I am the Web editor for KIdsWWwrite, an online journal that publishes poetry and prose by writers 
aged five to sixteen. We produce ten issues a year and we receive submissions from all over the world. In addition, I’m one of the founders of the 
Red Dot Players, a theatre club for Okanagan College students. Our inaugural production, which I directed, was an eighteenth-century comedy by 
George Farquhar.

Why did you choose to teach at Okanagan College? 
One thing that really appealed to me about teaching at Okanagan College was the dynamic and diverse English faculty. I remember browsing 
through the English Department’s webpage and being impressed by the faculty’s scholarly and creative accomplishments. 

If you could say one thing to prospective students, what would you tell them?
There are a number of different reasons to attend Okanagan College. The first thing that comes to mind is the size of our institution. We are large 
enough that we can offer a wide range of first- and second-year courses and several extracurricular activities. At the same time, we are small enough 
that students feel a sense of community with each other and they have easy access to their instructors, which I think is really important.

Most memorable assignments?
When I was teaching ENGL 215: Studies in Reading Film last winter, I asked my students to create storyboards using digital cameras and PowerPoint. 
Some of the presentations they produced were incredible.

Really?  We thought maybe Damian was exaggerating.  But we spoke to a number of Arts students and they 
all said pretty much the same thing about their profs;  they’re awesome, interesting, knowledgeable, caring, 
funny, wonderful, energetic, willing to help, and open-minded.  

And it’s true.  Professors in Arts at Okanagan College have the same academic credentials as profs in 
universities across BC and beyond.  They also take part in the same sort of research and creative activity 
as their colleagues at other institutions, often publishing articles and books and presenting their work at 
national and international conferences.  

What makes them different?  They love to teach and they care about you.  We spoke to some of them earlier 
this year.  

L-R; Jeremy Beaulne, Melissa Munn, Bruce Howes, Danielle Fullerton (seated)

“My	profs	are	
awesome.		
They’re	easy	to	talk	to	and	
they	treat	me	with	respect.		
They	make	me	feel	right	at	
home	here	at	Okanagan	
College.”	 (Arts	student	Damian	Weir)
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Melissa Munn, Sociology, Women’s Studies

What are your credentials?
I have a Bachelor of Social Science from the University of Ottawa, a Masters in Educational Counselling from UNBC, and a PhD in Criminology, also 
from U Ottawa.

What do you enjoy most about teaching at Okanagan College?
The small class sizes. This allows me to get to know my students and often see them in more than one class so we can build on what they have 
previously learned.

Are you currently involved with any research projects?
Two actually: One with profs from U Calgary and U Alberta examining the impact of cumulative resource development on culture in Fort Chipewyan, 
and another, a project on penal press materials which will create a digital archive of Canadian and international prison newsletters.  

Why did you choose to teach at Okanagan College?
I love teaching the first two years of university more than any other level and the college system is perfect for that. Also, you haven’t seen the 
Okanagan until you have seen it from my office!

If you could say one thing to prospective students, what would you tell them?
I’ve taught in the university system before, but I believe the college system provides more benefits for students. Small class sizes and affordable 
tuition open possible learning experiences you won’t get at a university.

Most memorable assignments?
I was blown away by my students this year. I asked students to come up with a popular education campaign that dealt with women, crime, and 
justice. One group came up with a documentary on poverty complete with a soundtrack and a blooper reel! Another designed a poster entitled 
“Abuse Doesn’t Discriminate” which is now being used in the community.

Bruce Howes, Philosophy

What are your credentials?
I have a BA from Trent University, an MA from Brock University, and a PhD in Philosophy from University of Ottawa.

What do you enjoy most about teaching at Okanagan College?
Because the College is in its early stages of development, it opens a lot of future possibilities that I can utilize and take part in. Couple that with the 
small class sizes and it provides both an innovative and interactive teaching experience.

Are you currently involved with any research projects? 
I am in the research stage of two papers on the study of knowledge—what Philosophy calls epistemology. The first paper examines the disconnect 
between quantum physics and ordinary logic. The second, ‘An Epistemological Stockholm Syndrome,’ examines the fear that clearly understanding 
an opponent’s ideas leads inevitably to one endorsing those ideas.

Why did you choose to teach at Okanagan College?
At first it was an excuse to leave Ontario, but as I started teaching in the Philosophy department at OC, I began to feel for the beautiful Okanagan, 
my fellow colleagues, and the College itself. Although most of my family is in Ontario, the idea of going back seems absurd.

If you could say one thing to prospective students, what would you tell them?
Look closer.

Danielle Fullerton, Psychology

What are your credentials? 
I received an Honours BA from the former Okanagan University College and went on to complete a PhD focused on Counselling Psychology.  I’m 
also a Provisional Psychologist.

What do you enjoy most about teaching at Okanagan College? 
The current Dean of Arts at OC taught me in my undergraduate degree and was my supervisor for my undergraduate honours thesis. Now, we’re 
colleagues!

Are you currently involved with any research projects? 
I am studying to take the Examination for Professional Practice in Psychology (EPPP) this summer so that I can become a Registered Psychologist and 
add private practice to my experience.  

Why did you choose to teach at Okanagan College? 
During a Social Psychology class taught by the current Dean, I remember looking at him and thinking I would love to have a job like his. Upon 
graduating, I told my professors that I would be back as a colleague one day! I was born and raised in Kelowna, and I knew that I wanted to live 
here once I completed my schooling. I enjoyed being a student here because of its size and how it allows a personal learning experience. I enjoyed 
knowing my professors and being known by them. 

If you could say one thing to prospective students, what would you tell them?
You can begin your post-secondary education at a larger university where you will be one student of 300, or you can be one student of 40 or fewer in 
classes here at OC. If one values a personal learning environment, then Okanagan College fits.
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The first thing to know about Arts courses at OC is that they’re not like the courses you took in high school.  Sure, 
you still have to write essays and take exams, but we’re committed to what we call a learner-centred teaching 
philosophy.  This means we keep our classes small and we keep the needs of students at the centre of our teaching.  
For us, this makes a whole lot of sense; we get to know our students and our students get to know us.  

We also get to innovate in our teaching and in the assignments and activities we do in our classes.  We spend a lot 
of time thinking about new ways for students to learn and to apply their knowledge.  We think about these things 
because students in Arts at OC are diverse and they don’t all learn the same way.      

New	Ways	of Knowing

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

Students in Women’s Studies and Social Work classes receive credit for volunteering at the 
Okanagan College Women’s Resource Centre.

In recognition of Anti-Racism Day, students in professor Wilma van der Veen’s Sociology 216: Media and 
Society class organized an adapted “Game of Life” event with a display showing media portrayals of racial 
groups contrasted with the real lives of these groups of people.

As editor of the College’s literary journal, Ryga, professor Sean Johnston arranges for students in his ENGL 
205: Applied English Studies class to assist with editorial work on the journal.  

Creating films, videos, blogs, and podcasts is standard in many Communications courses.  In Colin Snowsell’s 
CMNS 250 class, students collaborate to produce and publish a magazine called Everyday.  The magazine 
features art and essays produced by students in second-year Communications classes.  

Profs Jake Kennedy and Kevin McPherson Eckhoff organize the annual Word Ruckus Festival of Words and 
Community.  This event features readings by poets and storytellers from across Canada and involves students 
from Jake and Kevin’s creative writing classes and from the Writing and Publishing Diploma. They also work 
on poetry with Grade one students from the Kelowna Waldorf School, Grade four and five students from 
Casorso Elementary, and amazing students from Kelowna Secondary.     

Students in professor Adeja Chrisara’s ANTH 230: Anthropology of Art course were invited by local First 
Nations elders to attend a Pow Wow. Adeja says it was an amazing experience.  The same students made 
field trips to the Kelowna Art Gallery and the Heritage Museum.    

In POLI 220: The Politics of Human Rights, students petitioned to end poverty: www.makepovertyhistory.ca/
standup.   They also organized a United Nations-sponsored Stand Up Against Poverty event, the first of its 
kind in Kelowna.    

Women’s Studies, Sociology, and Social Work at Okanagan College (along with UBC Vancouver) host the 
Kalamalka Campus Farm Project. Students can work on the farm!

Students in professor Gill Green’s Geography classes created artwork depicting Nike commodity chains, wrote 
children’s books on the tar sands, and penned songs meant to encourage people to learn the geography of 
“The Stans” (Afghanistan, Pakistan, Uzbekistan, etc).   

History prof David Dendy invites his students to do an artistic interpretation of a historical question as 
an alternative to the usual term paper.  One student performed an interpretive dance interpreting British 
immigration to Western Canada before the Great War.  Another created a South Indian dance interpreting 
India’s relations with the rest of the world during Nehru’s time. 

Our	Top	Ten	List
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Books get published a lot in the 
English department!  Professor 
Melanie Murray’s memoir For 
Your Tomorrow: the Way of an 
Unlikely Soldier was published 
earlier this year and Frances 
Greenslade’s novel Shelter is 
coming in the Fall.  Both books 
are from Random House.

Communications professor 
Marc Arellano’s feature 
length documentary film, 
Strange Fruit: a Changing 
Landscape in the Central 
Okanagan, has won multiple 
awards.  Marc’s already 
at work on his next film, 
Spinning Green, about local 
Urban Farmer, Curtis Stone.      

And books get burned, too, apparently…  
Well, not really.  But students in Kevin 
McPherson Eckhoff’s ENGL 205 class make 
artist’s books; some were made out of sushi 
wrappers, canvases, and fire. 

Books win awards: 
Writing and Publishing 
prof Jason Dewinetz 
won Alcuin Awards for 
excellence in book 
design for two books 
he designed and 
printed last year.  One 
of the winners was 
Jake Kennedy’s book 
Light and Char.   

The Travelling World Community Film Festival 
makes it way to Kelowna each year.  Communications 
prof and organizer, Marlo Edwards, works with 
student and community volunteers to screen dozens 
of films at the College in one weekend.  

Jeremy Beaulne hosts a 
film series in Penticton 
as does Tim Walters, 
in Salmon Arm.  The 
latter series is called 
College Night at the 
Classic and is held 
at the Salmar Classic 
Theatre and is open to 
the public.  

The Geography 
Department sponsors 
the OC Enviro Club.  
The club takes part 
in creek clean-ups, 
garbage audits, 
and protests about 
GMOs, and brings in 
visiting speakers.

otherhappenings
in	Arts	at	Okanagan	College

Creative writing students in Vernon take 
part in the Vertigo Voices Reading 
Series, reading their work at the Gallery 
Vertigo in downtown Vernon.  

New	Ways	of Knowing
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Associate	Degree	of	Arts	
What is this?
The Associate Degree of Arts allows students to complete the first two years of a four-year Bachelor of Arts  
degree in small, dynamic classes, for affordable tuition. 
 
Students can choose a discipline emphasis for the Associate Degree of Arts in Communications; Cross- 
cultural Studies; Economics; English; Environmental Studies; History; Modern Languages (French, German, 
Spanish); Philosophy; Philosophy, Politics & Economics; Political Science; Psychology; Sociology; or 
Women’s Studies.

The emphases are often designed to lead students on to a major in the discipline after they’ve transferred 
to university. Some departments have even developed flexible pre-majors which will help you choose the 
courses you need to take to transfer directly to the third year at university.      

Who takes it?
The Associate Degree of Arts allows for so much choice that it’s impossible to describe a typical student. 
Students coming straight from secondary school take it while they’re figuring out what they want to do. 
Mature students take it while they’re working or raising a family. Students heading on to careers in social 
work, education, law, media, counseling, or government start with us.  Many students say they wish they 
could stay! 

Where can it take me?
Students can complete two years—60 credits—of study at Okanagan College and transfer these credits 
fully to any BC university or beyond. When you complete your BA, you will receive your degree credential 
from the university you’ve transferred to.    

Students can also choose to stay at the College and enter directly into the third year of our Bachelor of 
Business Administration Degree.   

For complete information on Associate Degrees, on flexible pre-majors, and on the BC transfer system, 
visit the BC Council on Admissions and Transfer website:  www.bccat.ca.  

For information on the Bachelor of Business Administration Degree at OC, visit the Okanagan School of 
Business website: www.okanagan.bc.ca/business.

Take Your Pick of Programs.
Your Pace. Your Purpose.
In Arts at OC, we’ve developed a slate of signature programs; one is bound to seem designed just for 
you. Our Associate Degree of Arts offers the flexibility to choose your courses, while our two-year diplomas 
provide focused study in a particular subject area.

Whichever you choose, all of our programs allow you to study at your own pace and for your own purpose. 
You can register in classes either full-time or part-time, transfer to BC universities for further education, or 
graduate directly to employment opportunities in a variety of fields.        

16



10 to Take the Associate 
Degree of Arts at OC

Guaranteed Transfer:  You are guaranteed full credit (60 credits) for the work done for your   

Associate Degree at OC, assuming your grades get you admitted to a BC university.  

Transfer Across BC: Once you’ve completed the Associate Degree, you can choose to transfer to any 

university in BC.  It’s guaranteed across the province.    

Transfer to the Third Year: If you plan well, you will transfer directly to the third year of the BA   

program you choose.  There may be a specialised course or two that you were not able to complete at OC, but 

research shows that transfer students do not backtrack into the first and second year in any substantial way.

   
Transfer to the BBA: If you want to stay at OC, you can ladder into the third year of the Bachelor of 

Business Administration Degree and complete your final two years here.

Transfer Later: You don’t have to go straight to university from the Associate Degree. Take time off to 

travel or work and transfer later.

Priority Admission: SFU and UNBC offer priority admission to students with an  Associate Degree.  

Course Choice: The Associate Degree requires you to take two first-year English courses and  three 

Science courses.  After that, the remaining 15 courses are yours to choose.  Pick from the  200+ Arts 

courses we offer.  

Discipline Emphasis: When you choose your courses for the Associate Degree, you can choose an 

emphasis in a particular department if you want. 

Small Class Sizes: Classes in first and second year at OC are significantly smaller than those at most 

universities where classes are generally as big as 150-500 students. 

Reasonable Tuition: Tuition for the two-year Associate Degree of Arts at OC is at least $2000 less than 

it is at most universities in the province.   

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.
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Diploma in Media and 
Cultural Studies 

This two-year program examines 
the relationship between media and 
culture in contemporary society and 
offers students a range of courses 
from a number of departments, 
including Communications, English, 
Film, Sociology, Anthropology, 
Women’s Studies, and Geography.  
In an effort to understand how 
culture is regulated, produced, 
communicated, commodified, 
and consumed, students 
explore film, television, music, 
videogames, advertising, language, 
photography, fashion, and social 
media.

Diploma in Writing and 
Publishing 

This two-year program provides 
students with a solid grounding 
in four areas: creative and 
literary writing, publishing, 
communications, and business.  
Students receive applied training 
in print and web-based publishing, 
production and design, accounting, 
marketing, and management, as 
well as in creative, cultural, and 
professional communications.  
Students are also provided the 
opportunity to choose electives in 
order to focus on the area of study 
in which they are most interested. 

 This diploma is designed 
for students interested in 
pursuing careers in public 
relations, marketing, 
journalism, advertising, 
research, writing, 
publishing, consulting, or 
communication.  

This diploma is designed 
for students interested in 
pursuing careers in book, 
magazine, or internet 
publishing, professional 
writing, journalism, creative 
writing, marketing, media, 
or graphic design.

Graduates of this diploma may 
block transfer to the third year 
of an Applied Communication 
BA at Royal Roads University 
in Victoria, to the third year 
of a Communications Studies 
BA at the University of 
Calgary, or to the third year 
of the Bachelor of Business 
Administration degree at OC.  
Students can also transfer 
into degree opportunities in 
Communications or Cultural 
Studies at universities such as 
SFU and UBCO.

Graduates of this diploma may 
block transfer to the third year 
of an Applied Communication 
BA at Royal Roads University 
in Victoria.  Students can 
also transfer to degree 
opportunities in English at 
universities such as UBCO, 
UVIC, and VIU.     

What is 
this?

Who 
takes it?

Where can 
it take me?
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Diploma in Criminal and 
Social Justice 

This two-year program provides 
students with an Arts-based 
criminal and social justice 
education.  Students take courses 
in Criminology, Sociology, Political 
Science, and Psychology.  Fields 
of enquiry include indigenous 
studies, gender studies, race and 
ethnicity, globalization, and poverty.  
Students leave the program with 
a solid, practical understanding of 
criminal and social justice issues in 
Canada and the world.  

Diploma in 
Environmental Studies 

This two-year program provides 
options for study in one of 
three streams: interdisciplinary 
environmental arts, environmental 
management, and environmental 
science.  The program offers 
students the opportunity to obtain 
both an understanding of the 
physical principles governing 
the environment and the socio-
cultural aspects that influence 
human behaviour towards the 
environment.   

This diploma is designed 
for students interested 
in pursuing careers in 
government, policing, 
criminal investigation, 
administration, private 
and public investigation, 
and throughout the legal 
system.  

This diploma is designed 
for students interested 
in pursuing careers 
in environmental and 
resource management, 
environmental and social 
impact assessment, 
education, field research, 
ecotourism, community 
and arts organizations, 
and urban, social, and 
community planning.  

Graduates of the program 
can transfer into degree 
opportunities at other 
institutions in BC, or they can 
move directly to the workforce, 
as there is a growing labour 
demand in the field of criminal 
and social justice.  

Graduates of this diploma 
have the option of further 
study in environmental studies 
at universities across BC or 
they may move directly into 
the workplace to meet the 
growing demand for labour in 
the environmental sector.  A 
block transfer to the University 
of Northern British Columbia 
is on the way.  

What is 
this?

Who 
takes it?

Where can 
it take me?
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Diploma in Journalism 
Studies 

This two-year diploma introduces 
students to journalism and media 
criticism and to the contemporary 
social and cultural context within 
which journalists work. The program 
combines writing-intensive courses 
in Communications and English 
with courses in Philosophy, Political 
Science, Economics, and Canadian 
History.  

Diploma in International 
Development

This two-year diploma provides 
students with an opportunity to 
engage with current global issues 
such as poverty; environmental 
degradation; racial and gender 
discrimination; corruption and 
lack of economic and financial 
transparency; and political 
deficiency. The program has 
two options: I. International 
Development Governance (with 
further emphases in Women and 
Development or Environment and 
Development); II. International 
Development Management, a 
joint program between Arts and 
Business. 

This diploma is designed 
for students interested 
in pursuing careers in 
journalism.  

This diploma is designed 
for students who are 
interested in working with 
organizations involved 
in development projects 
across the globe.

Completion of this diploma is 
intended primarily to provide 
students with the liberal 
arts education necessary to 
further study.  Graduates of 
the program may transfer 
into degree opportunities in 
Journalism, Communications 
or English at universities 
across BC.  A block transfer 
to the third year of the 
Journalism BA at Thompson 
Rivers University is on the way.     

Graduates of this diploma 
have the option of further 
study at universities across 
BC.  Students who complete 
the International Development 
Management program can 
move directly to the third year 
of the Bachelor of Business 
Administration degree at OC.  

What is 
this?

Who 
takes it?

Where can 
it take me?



Can	I	afford	it?
The short answer is that you really can’t afford not to go to school. The value of a post-secondary 
education is well-known; a graduate with a bachelor’s degree earns about $18,000 more per year than 
a high-school graduate.  That means in one year you’ll earn back more than double what you’ll spend 
on your two years here.          

Nevertheless, at Okanagan College, we understand that tuition is a significant investment for our 
students.  That’s why we do what we can to keep our tuition lower than what it would cost you were 
you to start directly at a university.  

We also do our best to provide you with the information and advice you need to make your education 
even more affordable.  

Go to www.okanagan.bc.ca/financialaid to connect with staff from our Financial Aid office.   

Advanced Certificate in 
Communication 

The Advanced Certificate in 
Communication is a part-time 
program comprised of just six 
courses.  It provides students with 
skills in applied communications.  
Students develop competence in 
areas such as professional writing, 
public relations theory and practice, 
management communications, 
marketing writing, and visual 
communication.    

The certificate is of interest 
to students who are 
looking to complement 
their previous post-
secondary experience by 
focusing on an applied, 
career-related field.  
The certificate features 
flexible completion of 
required courses, allowing 
students to complete the 
requirements as part-time 
and/or evening study.   

Completion of the program 
provides students with a 
valuable skill-set in applied 
communication, applicable 
to every career.    

What is 
this?

Who 
takes it?

Where can 
it take me?
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Got	questions?		We’ve	got	advisors.		
Honestly, some of the terminology used at the College and some of the systems are complicated even 
for those of us who work here.  For students, it can be more than confusing to figure it all out.  That’s 
why we have advisors to help you on your way.  

Advisors at OC are here to assist both new and continuing students to explore their post-secondary 
possibilities here at the College, to explain the application requirements and show students how to 
apply.  They can provide advice for selecting courses to meet program requirements or for choosing or 
changing programs and courses.  

Advisors can help you navigate your way through college—from application to graduation—and can 
acquaint you with the resources available for you at Okanagan College. 

Check out the “Ask An Advisor” option on the advising site: 
www.okanagan.bc.ca/askanadvisor
  

And	check	out	our	advisors’	answers	to	some	commonly	asked	questions	below.

1.	How	do	I	start?
Start by spending some time on our website.  Our Become a Student link should give you the big picture 
of what we offer, what it will cost, and whether it’s right for you.  Go to: 
www.okanagan.bc.ca/BecomeaStudent.

2.	How	do	I	choose	a	program?
Check out the Career Planning link from our Counselling Services office.  It’s full of information that can 
help you discover your interests and choose a career and an educational program to match.  Go to: 
www.okanagan.bc.ca/administration/students/counselling/Career_Planning.

3.	What	courses	should	I	take?
If you choose one of our two-year diploma programs, the courses required of that program will already 
be chosen for you.  For elective courses in a program, take whatever courses that you think may interest 
you and that may complement your program.  An advisor can help with this.    

4.	What	if	I	change	my	mind?
If you decide within two weeks of the start of the semester that you don’t like a course, you can make 
changes. You can change programs, too.  All credits obtained from any of the Arts courses and programs 
at OC are fully transferrable, so you are never stuck on a career path you don’t want.  

What	the…?
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5.	What	if	I	can’t	study	full-time?
You’d be just like a lot of our students, many of whom have work and family obligations.  Arts at OC 
offers flexibility–courses are offered at different times of the day or evening, in the summer, and via 
Distance Education.  You can attend classes around your own individual schedule. 

6.	Where	can	I	find	tutoring	support?
Our Learning Centres offer free, one-on-one and small group learning assistance in reading, writing, 
mathematics, science, critical thinking, and learning strategies.  If you find yourself struggling—talk to a 
tutor right away.  Go to: www.okanagan.bc.ca/administration/students/learning-centres.    

7.	Are	there	other	support	services	available?
For students with disabilities, we offer tailored learning services that will maximize your success and 
reduce the barriers to your post-secondary education.  Contact the Disability Services co-ordinator on 
your campus to discuss what resources you’ll need to succeed at OC.

We also offer support specific to Aboriginal students at the College.  Be sure to visit the Aboriginal 
student centre on your campus to connect with mentors and to get help with Band funding applications, 
financial aid, campus health, and more.  Visit www.okanagan.bc.ca/studentservices for full information 
on Student Services.  

8.	What	are	the	benefits	of	staying	for	two	years	in	Arts	at	OC?	
It makes sense to stay for a full two years at OC before transferring to university.  The benefits include 
reasonable tuition, educational choice, small classes, student-professor interaction, and campuses that 
are close to home.

9.	What	are	the	admission	requirements	for	Arts	at	OC?	
Admission requirements for Arts at OC are:

	 •		 BC	Secondary	School	graduation	or	equivalent
	 •		 Minimum	grade	of	60%	in	English	12	or	TPC	12	or	equivalent	Provincial	Level	Adult	Basic		
   Education English or a minimum score of 24/40 (Level 4) on the LPI exam
	 •		 If	you	are	a	mature	student,	at	least	19	years	of	age	and	out	of	high	school	for	at	least	one	year,		
   the high school graduation requirement is waived
	 •		 Students	who	transfer	to	OC	may	be	eligible	for	transfer	credit	for	courses	completed	at	other		
   universities or colleges

10.	How	do	I	apply?
You can apply to Okanagan College on-line at www.okanagan.bc.ca/apply.  For programs in Arts, go to 
“Apply for Academic Programs.”  Or apply in person at any OC campus administration office.  The staff 
in the office will be able to help you with the application forms you need to fill out.  It’s as easy as that.  

11.	How	can	I	complete	pre-requisites	for	Arts	at	OC?	
You can upgrade your high school grades by taking tuition-free Adult Academic and Career Preparation 
(AACP) courses at OC.  AACP courses are designed for adult learners with a wide range of backgrounds 
and varying needs for educational upgrading.  You will start by completing a free skills assessment in 
English and Mathematics.  This is required for students who have not completed prerequisite courses 
and it’s recommended for all students who have been out of high school for three or more years.  Once 
you have your assessment results, an educational advisor will help you decide which courses to take.  
Visit www.okanagan.bc.ca/courses/foundational/aacp for more information.  
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Kelowna  

www.okanagan.bc.ca/regions/centralokanagan.html

The Kelowna campus in the Central Okanagan offers OC’s 
greatest number and variety of classes and programs.  
As well as on-site student housing, OC Kelowna offers 
campus child care, along with a whole host of services and 
happenings.  But it’s not so big that we don’t know who you 
are—you’re not just a number in Arts at OC, even on our 
biggest campus.

Penticton  

www.okanagan.bc.ca/southokanagan

Penticton’s South Okanagan campus offers classes in first 
and second year Arts.  Complete your full program here, or 
start classes on another campus and finish up in the South 
Okanagan.  We’re all connected.

Close	to	Home.
Close	to	a	Campus.
With four campuses, an Arts education is wherever you are in the Okanagan. Whether you want 
to stay at home while you study, or spread your wings a little, you can do that here. Evening 
and summer courses let you study and work at the same time, maybe even in two different 
places. Flexibility in programming means you can begin your studies on one campus and finish 
at another, or maybe just take in a class or two wherever in the Okanagan you want to be.

Not even in the Okanagan? That’s okay—check out Arts courses offered through Distance 
Education.  Go to: www.okanagan.bc.ca/distance
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Vernon 

www.okanagan.bc.ca/northokanagan

The Vernon campus is home to a vibrant arts community, 
with an artist-run gallery, opportunities to publish online or 
in print, partake in poetry, polish up your writing and more. 
Take first and second year Arts courses here.  

Salmon Arm  

www.okanagan.bc.ca/salmonarm 

Teaching excellence and small class sizes at Salmon Arm’s 
Shuswap region campus are just two reasons to check out this 
spectacular area of the Okanagan. Take part-time or full-time 
classes toward an Associate Degree of Arts or take classes 
here to transfer to other campuses.

Close	to	Home.
Close	to	a	Campus.

Best thing about 
studying Arts at OC?
“Location, location, location!” 

(Arts student Megan Potter)

“Small classes and community environment.” 
(Arts student Sierra Issigonis-Grant)  

“Campus close to everything.” 
(Arts student Chloe Rebecca Pedersen)

“Small	class	sizes—great	environment.”	
(Arts student Cadan Spencer)
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Jordan Annan
Jordan is in the last semester of 
a BBA degree with a major in 
Marketing. He plans on taking 
a year off after graduation to 
enjoy life before he gets into his 
professional career. He chose OC 
because many of his peers spoke 
highly of the college. His quote to 
live by is “live, laugh, love.” Adrienne Brabandt 

Adrienne is a graduate of Kelowna 
Secondary School. She’s taking an 
Associate Degree of Arts and plans 
to transfer to a university in B.C.  
She chose OC because it was close 
to home and she enjoys the one-
on-one time with professors and 
the student-professor interaction.
 

Sattu Dhaliwal
Sattu is from West Kelowna and 
is in the last semester of a BBA 
degree. She is pursuing a major 
in Management and a minor in 
Marketing. After her studies at 
OC, she has ambitions to become 
an entrepreneur. Sattu is fluent in 
English and Punjabi.

Parm Dhami
Parm is originally from Vancouver 
and is in the last semester of a BBA 
degree with a major in Finance. He 
enjoys hockey, golf, and spending 
time with friends and family. 
He chose OC for his education 
because of the knowledgeable 
professors and small class sizes.

Contributors
In the Winter semester of 2011, students in CMNS 280: 
Applied Communications worked extensively on the 
design and development of this brochure. The class was 
extremely diverse, including international and mature 
students, and students from a variety of backgrounds and 
programs—Arts, Science, and Business.
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John Hillis
John is another Kelowna resident, 
and is majoring in Engineering. 
He took this class because he 
wanted to develop the essentials 
of effective communication. John 
chose to study at OC because he 
loves the city of Kelowna. Some 
activities he loves are sports and 
hiking. 

Young Jae Kim
Kim is an international student 
from Seoul, South Korea. She is 
in the Media and Cultural Studies 
Diploma program. She studied 
computer science at university in 
Korea but wanted to learn about 
media and journalism and this was 
the reason she chose OC. Learning 
English was difficult for Kim but was 
well worth it in the end.  

Sue Lussier
Sue is a mature student from 
Kelowna, looking to get into a 
business career in communications. 
This is what she had to say 
about her experience at OC: 
“This has been an enjoyable 
and enlightening experience, 
and I’ve been fortunate enough 
to work with and meet so many 
different students and faculty with 
a huge range of knowledge and 
experience to share.”

Andy Shin
Andy is from Seoul, South Korea 
and is in the first year of an 
Associate Degree of Arts. Andy 
enjoys gaming, tennis, and music. 
He had this to say about OC: “There 
is nothing written in stone that you 
have to start your post-secondary 
education at a university. You might 
be surprised what you find at 
Okanagan College—I sure was.”

Deb Troendle
Deb is a mature student, from 
small-town Saskatchewan. She is 
taking the Advanced Certificate 
in Communication program. Deb 
works as an editor and chose OC 
because it fit her agenda and her 
busy schedule. She believes the 
four essential food groups are wine, 
bread, chocolate, and cheese.

The sketches on this page were done for us by Fine Arts professor (and brilliant artist!) Heidi Maddess.  
Want to learn to draw like this?  Now you can!  Take our new FINA 110: Introduction to Drawing course.  
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Kalamalka	Press

Established by a collective of Okanagan writers, the Kalamalka Press has published 20 books, many of which 
have been shortlisted and nominated for regional and national awards.  

The Kalamalka Press published two books in 2010, The Unsettled: New Poems, by Mona Fertig, and perhaps 
I should/miskien moet ek, by Peter Midgley.  www.kalwriters.com/kalamalka_Press.html  

25 Years, 20 Books


