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Deciding to send your son or daughter to

study in another country is a very big decision.

It is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity and it is

crucial that it is successful. You need to be

absolutely sure that all the elements necessary

for success are there.

We have been providing opportunities for

international students in Ireland for over fifteen

years. We have developed a wealth of

expertise and experience in all areas of

international study programmes – from

classroom excellence to the excellence of our

support and counselling services.

Our programmes are staffed by professionals

in the fields of education, welfare and

languages. From our own experience we

understand and appreciate the particular

needs of foreign students, and our

programmes are based on this understanding

and appreciation.They are designed to

maximise the opportunities for success in

Ireland – our experience and professionalism,

your child’s

motivation and

commitment,

and the natural

advantages of

living and

studying among

the Irish all

combine to create a unique opportunity for

each student to achieve his or her objectives.

I hope the following pages will confirm for you

that HSI can provide all the elements

necessary to ensure the right opportunity for

your child.

Declan Millar
Managing Director

High Schools International

High Schools International

Dear Parent,
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Going abroad to study is a
unique opportunity and
experience. But it can also be
a little scary and most
students are uncertain if they
will like it, or if they will
succeed, and sometimes even
if they will survive it!

We are here to take the
uncertainty away – to make
certain that you enjoy the
experience, succeed in your
ambitions and become a
better person because of the
experience. Our business is
your success and our team of
professionals is dedicated to
ensuring that you have access
to the best that Ireland and 
the Irish education system has
to offer you.

From the time you arrive in
Ireland we will be there to
explain and describe this new

system of living, learning and
socialising to you; to arrange
all that you need to adapt to,
and participate in, this new
country; and to support you
as you settle in to your new
environment.

We are your ready-made
friends, and a source of help
and encouragement - and we
are there for you all the way
through your programme.

With our help and your
commitment you can achieve
all of your ambitions.

Bernice Lalor
Student services
High Schools International

High Schools International
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HSI
With HSI you can be sure that you are
getting the best that Ireland can offer.
HSI is an Irish company, staffed by Irish
professionals. Our local expertise – of
Irish schools, the education system,
locations, host families - and our
international experience – international
students, education systems, cultures –
is your guide to the best choice of
programme to meet the specific
educational, career, social and personal
needs of each and every student.

Our Expertise

4

HSI is your
guide to making

the best choices in
overseas education.

What Programmes are available?

Programme/ Academic English 
School Type Ages Duration Background Level* Status

IREDS - Standard Day
+ Homestay 12-18 1,2,3 + terms Good Average Intermediate EU**

IREPS - Elite Day
+ Homestay 12-18 1,2,3 + terms High Average High Intermediate All

IREBS -
Boarding School 12-18 3 + terms High Average High Intermediate All

There is limited availability for one term programmes (these are not available for the final school term).
* There are Preparation Options available for students who do not meet the English Level requirements.
** Also available to non-EU students who do not require a visa to enter Ireland.

Can I graduate from an Irish Secondary School?
Yes – if you pass the Leaving Certificate in the final year. You will normally need to spend two years in an Irish
school before taking this examination. If your grades in the Leaving Certificate are good enough you can then 

apply for entry to the university of your choice (including British universities).

Programme Options

hsi layout-amended proof  21/8/03  5:58 pm  Page 4



Schools
The Irish education system is recognised
as one of the most developed and
successful in Europe. Irish graduates
formed the basis of the Celtic Tiger in the
1990’s – attracting the best and most
innovative multinational companies to
set up here and use the knowledge and
skills pool formed by Irish schools and
universities. Ireland has one of the
highest percentages of school
graduates, and one of the highest
percentages of school graduates who go
on to university.  

Ireland
An overseas study programme for teenagers is
about a lot more than the quality of the
classroom. It is also about environment –
cultural, social, personal, educational – and how
this environment encourages students to study,
to be happy, to make friends, to feel at home.

Ireland is justifiably proud of it’s long tradition of
welcoming foreign students and of the
reputation of the Irish as a warm, hospitable and
friendly people. We value family life above
almost everything else and this is reflected in
the quality of our host families and schools.

Who should
apply?

What do I need
to apply?

When should I
apply?

5

• Students who want to spend a term or a year in Ireland, experience an Irish school and Irish life and who want to 
perfect their English

• Students who want to gain entry to an Irish or British university (A minimum of two years is usually recommended 
and may be compulsory)

• Students who wish to follow the full Irish Secondary School programme from age 12 or 13

• You must be aged between 12 and 18 years

• You must have a reasonable level of English

• You must have achieved average or better than average grades in your last two school years

• You must be in good health

• You must be positive about participating in the programme and be prepared to make the effort to adapt when you
arrive

We continue to accept applications as long as there are suitable vacancies – usually through the month of August.
However you should remember that there are limited vacancies in all schools – and there are more Standard
Schools than Elite Schools, and more Elite Schools than Boarding Schools.  We strongly recommend that you are
guided by these dates:

Boarding Schools September Start: Apply by early May

Elite Schools September Start: Apply by late May January Start: Apply by late October

Standard Schools September Start: Apply by early June January Start: Apply by early November

Of course the earlier you apply the more choice you may have. 

Who, What & When

Who, What & When
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AGE LEVEL

24 Masters degree
23

22 Bachelors degree

20/21
19/20 Undergraduate
18/19

Leaving Certificate

17/18 Senior cycle 
16/17 bjects)
15/16 Transition year

Junior Certificate

14/15 Junior cycle 
13/14 (11 subjects)
12/13

11/12
10/11
9/10 Primary
8/9
7/8
6/7

5/6 Senior 
4/5

Transition Year

Education in Ireland

The Irish secondary school system is
divided into two cycles - Junior and
Senior - each of three years. The Junior
Cycle is a non-specialised programme
covering a broad range of subjects. The
Senior Cycle is more specialised to allow
students prepare for university and career
choices.

There are two State examinations in
Secondary School – the Junior Certificate
at the end of the first three years, and the
Leaving Certificate at the end of the final
three years (the Leaving Certificate is both
an exit/graduating exam from school and

an entrance exam for universities in
Ireland and the UK).

The first year of Senior Cycle is called
Transition Year and the objective of this
year is to promote the personal, social,
educational and vocational development
of pupils and to prepare them for their
role as autonomous, participative and
responsible members of society. It
combines Life-Skills programmes with a
core academic curriculum. The final two
years (5th & 6th Years) are preparation for
the Leaving Certificate.

The official curriculum of the Junior Cycle programme is:

English History & Geography Music

Irish Mathematics Environmental & Social Studies

Latin Business Studies Civic, Social & Political Education

Greek Science Home Economics

French Technology Religious Education

German Technical Graphics Social, Personal & Health Education

Spanish Metalwork

Italian Typewriting

Classical Studies Materials Technology (Wood

Hebrew Studies Art, Craft & Design

Students normally take a core programme of English, Mathematics, Science,
History/Geography, Modern European Language and up to 5 other subjects.

Note:

• No school offers the complete range 
of subjects – the normal range 
offered is between 15 and 18 
subjects

• Students may sit other language 
exams in the Leaving Certificate – 
such as Russian, Chinese, etc.

The Irish School System

6

Masters DegreeMasters Degree

Bachelors Degree

Undergraduate

Senior Cycle
(6 or 7 subjects)

Junior Cycle
(11 subjects)

Primary

Senior
Junior

The official curriculum of the Senior Cycle programme is:

English Arabic Agricultural Economics

I Irish Japanese Engineering

Latin History Technical Drawing

Greek Geography Construction Studies

Classical Studies Mathematics Accounting

Hebrew Studies Applied Mathematics Business

French Physics Economics

German Chemistry Economic History

Spanish Physics & Chemistry Home Economics (General/Social & Scientific)

Italian Biology Art (including Craft)

Russian Agricultural Science Music

Students normally take 6 or 7 subjects (the minimum number of subjects required for
university entrance is 6). All subjects are taught at two levels, some at three.

U
niversity

S
econd

ary
P

rim
ary
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Calendars & Timetables

Calendars & Timetables

7

The Irish school year is divided into three terms. 

A typical School Calendar would be:

AUTUMN TERM
Sep 01 1st Year registration
Sep 02 Boarders/returning students registration
Sep 03 Classes commence 09.20
Sep 27 Free weekend 12.15 (boarding schools)
Sep 29 Boarders Return 21.15
Oct 24 Mid Term Break 12.15
Nov 03 Boarders Return 21.15
Nov 22 Free Weekend 12.15
Nov 24 Boarders return
Dec 20 Holidays

SPRING TERM
Jan 06 Boarders Return 21.15
Feb 14 Mid Term Break 12.15
Feb 23 Boarders return 21.15
Mar 14 Free Weekend 12.15
Mar 17 Boarders return 21.15
Apr 11 Holidays 12.15

SUMMER TERM
Apr 28 Classes resume 10.00
May 02 Free Weekend 12.15
May 05 Boarders Return 21.15
June 04* Holidays

Individual schools will vary their calendars and may not
produce a final calendar until June. 

* Students obliged to take either the Junior or Leaving
Certificate (3rd or 6th Years) will not finish until later in June.

Boarding Schools
Some boarding schools are 7 Day

boarding, and others are either 5

Day or 14 Day boarding. In 5 Day

boarding schools students spend

every weekend with a host family. In

14 Day boarding schools, students 

spend every second weekend with

a family. 7 Day boarding schools

may also close one weekend in

every month. These closures are in

addition to mid-term breaks in the

first and second terms when

students also live with host families.

A typical daily timetable for a Senior
Cycle programme might be:

09.00 – 09.45 . . . . . . . . . English Literature
09.45 – 10.30 . . . . . . . . . . Mathematics
10.30 – 10.40 . . . . . . . . . . Short Break
10.40 – 11.20 . . . . . . . . . . History
11.20 – 12.05 . . . . . . . . . . Physics
12.05 – 12.50 . . . . . . . . . . Physics
12.50 – 14.00 . . . . . . . . . . Lunch
14.00 – 14.40 . . . . . . . . . . Chemistry
14.40 – 15.20 . . . . . . . . . . Computer Studies
15.20 – 16.00 . . . . . . . . . . Business Studies

Monday - Friday Schedule

07.30  . . . . . . . .Rise
08.00  . . . . . . . .Breakfast
08.50–12.30  . . .Morning Classes
12.30  . . . . . . . .Lunch
13.30–15.40  . . .Afternoon Classes
15.40–17.00  . . .Sports//Free Time
17.30  . . . . . . . .Dinner
18.15–19.30  . . .Study
20.00–21.00  . . .Study
21.00–21.15  . . .Free Time
21.30  . . . . . . . .Lights Out

Saturday Schedule

08.30  . . . . . . . .Rise
09.00  . . . . . . . .Breakfast
10.30–12.0  . . . .Classes/Art/

Computers
12.30  . . . . . . . .Lunch
Afternoon . . . . .Sports/

Organised Activities
18.00  . . . . . . . .Dinner
19.00–20.00  . . .Study
20.30  . . . . . . . .Video
23.00  . . . . . . . .Lights Out

Living in a community
The important thing to remember
about a boarding school is that you
will arrive into a large community that
already exists. Your main objective is
to integrate into this community and
to follow the daily and weekly
schedule. Boarding school is not just
a living arrangement – it is a way of
life. Your HSI counsellor will advise
and help you to adapt – but your
effort is what makes it successful.

Facilities in boarding schools
usually include a range of sports,
clubs, associations and special
interest groups. Boarders will
normally have their own facilities –
such as a student lounge, pool
room, video room, laundry etc –
although these will vary from school
to school.

Sunday Schedule

008.45  . . . . . . .Rise
09.00  . . . . . . . .Breakfast
10.00  . . . . . . . .Study
11.30  . . . . . . . .Service

Afternoon . . . . .Free or Organised
Activities

20.15–21.15  . . .Study
22.30  . . . . . . . .Lights Out

A typical weekly schedule for a 14 year old boarder
would be:

hsi layout-amended proof  21/8/03  5:59 pm  Page 7



What we can do for you

8

What we can
do for you

Now that you have decided that Ireland is the best location
for your programme, you are faced with a range of choices
– what type of school should you attend, how long should
you spend on the programme, what subjects should you
study in school, etc. Let us be your guide  – after all, this
has been our business for many years.

e can make sense of what you
want, who you are, what type
of person you are – and the

various opportunities that are available in
Ireland. Let our experience and expertise
be your guide to making sense of the
choices available. After all, we will be
responsible, with you, for the success of
your programme in Ireland – so we have a
vested interest in making the best
placement on the best programme for
you.

Host Family or Residence?
Your living environment is crucial to your
success in Ireland. Not all students are
suitable for a residence, but most
students are suitable for a Host Family.
Our Student Counsellors spend much of
their working year visiting families and
schools and are familiar with each and

every school, school community and
family we work with. Let us help you
decide which programme is best for you.

Living with a family: There is no such
thing as a "typical" host family – people
and families come in all shapes and sizes
and so do families. So you must be
prepared to share your life in Ireland in
any sort of family structure. However HSI
is very careful about selecting families to
host our students. Apart from providing a
clean and comfortable house, your host
family provides a warm, caring family
environment – they have an interest in
your success – and they welcome you as
an additional member of the family. You in
turn have to accept your role as a
member of the family – with the rights and
obligations of any family member.

Living in a residence: Dormitory living
provides you with the opportunity to share
you daily life with a large group of Irish
students. The important thing to
remember is that this is a closed
environment in which your daily life will be
regulated by a timetable and many of the
benefits of family life will not be available –
such as privacy. School residences range
from larger dormitories to double rooms
with  shared facilities. You should be able
to integrate into existing groups of
students easily, make friends easily and
like group activity and sports.  

Can I choose my school?
Of course while you may choose a
school, the school will also have to
choose you! Most schools have their own
entry criteria and most schools have a
limited capacity – so even if you are a

W
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brilliant student with fluent
English, there may not be a
suitable vacancy for you in
your chosen school. Here
again HSI can assist you by
recommending schools that
in our experience will be
happy with you – and that
you will be happy with also.

Can I choose my
subjects?
When you have completed
your application and
provided us with all the
information we need, we
will match you to the best
school than can meet your
needs - and this includes
subject requirements.
Remember that not all
schools offer the same
subjects and this is where
our local knowledge and
expertise is really useful.
We make an initial selection
of subjects for you based
on what you have studied,
what you need to study
and what is available in the
schools that match your
needs.

HSI Student
Counsellors
From the time you arrive
until the time you finish your

programme, your HSI
Student Counsellor will be
your main contact. All of
our student counsellors are
professionals experienced
in education and student
exchange. They spend their
time talking to you, your
teachers and your host
family. They represent your
best interests in the school,
ensuring you are doing the
programme that meets your
academic and career
objectives. They are your
best resource, along with
your family and school
community, to help you
create a social life in the
area and to use local
resources to pursue your
interests.

Regular Contact 
With the cooperation of
your school, your host
family or residential staff,
and of course you, your
HSI counsellor prepares a
progress report each month
for your family at home.
These reports contain a
commentary on your
academic, social, personal
and language progress.
They also contain details of
any examinations or tests

you take in school (usually
at the end of each term).
These reports help your
family to stay in regular
touch with your progress.

HSI Student Services
In addition to your
counsellor, our office and
Student Services staff in
Dublin are directly involved
in ensuring that your
programme runs smoothly.
They are available to
provide practical support
on everything from visas,
registration, transfers, to
local information – all of the
details that you will need
help with both before you
arrive and while you are on
the programme.

Arrival & Orientation
When you arrive in Ireland
you will be met by a
representative of HSI or
your host family and
transferred to your final
destination. You will be
provided with school
essentials – text books and
uniform. You will be
introduced to the school
and placed in your initial
classes.

Shortly after you arrive, you
will be given an orientation
by your HSI counsellor –
everything from advice on
living with your host family
or living in the school
community, your subject
choices and your
objectives, how, when and
where to contact HSI, to
what problems you may
face and how to deal with
them.

For those who want a more
extensive orientation and
who may feel the need to
become more acclimatised
before starting the
programme, HSI offers a 3
day residential orientation in
Dublin at the end of
August.

Emergencies
You can always contact
HSI. Your safety and well-
being is important to us.
You will receive a Student
ID card from HSI with an
emergency telephone
number on it which you can
reach 24 hours a day 7
days a week.

What we can do for you

9
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What do we include
in your programme?

Included in Your Programme

10

• Selection of a suitable school
• Registration in the school
• Standard school tuition fees
• School uniform
• Class text books

• Assistance and support of your HSI 
counsellor

• Monthly Progress reports
• Local orientation shortly after arrival
• Emergency telephone contact, 24/7

• Dormitory accommodation
• Full board
• Required boarding school equipment

(duvet, linen, towels, etc)

• Single room family accommodation
• Full Board

• State examinations where required
(3rd & 6th Years)

• Documents required for validation of 
your studies

• Assistance with visa application
• First and Final transfers
• Assistance with other transfers

• Family accommodation during official 
school closures (mid-terms, Easter, 
long weekends) 

• Access to all house facilities
• A warm, friendly environment!

Of course there are some items we can not include. These are:

• Accommodation during Christmas holidays
• Local travel and transportation
• Costs of transfers except for first and final transfers
• School extras (sports uniform/equipment, Transition 

Year expenses, non-standard study programmes such 
as IB or SATS, school examination fees etc)

• Personal expenses (such as pocket money, private 
tuition, etc)

• Insurance (available as an optional extra through HSI)

We try  to inc lude everyth ing you might  need whi le
you are on the programme in I re land.  

In the schools, all of
our programmes
include:

Our counselling and
support services
include:

Our Boarding
accommodation
includes:

Our Homestay
accommodation
includes:
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How to apply
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How to Apply

We make it as simple as possible. You complete one application form to participate
in a HSI programme and we use this to apply to whatever number of schools you
have a stated preference for and that we think will be interested in you. Your local HSI
representative will give you all the material and information you need for a successful
application.

The steps in the application and admission process are
simple:

To make an application you need:
1 Completed HSI Application
2 Completed School references
3 Completed English Test & Report
4 Your education details for the past two years
5 Payment of a deposit

When you have been accepted for the programme:
1 Completed Medical Report
2 Photographs
3 Copy of your Birth Certificate
4 Completed Contracts
5 Second Payment

Before travelling to Ireland:
1 Valid Passport (and Visa if necessary)
2 Copy of your Insurance Policy
3 Your most recent examination results
4 Payment of the balance of fees

What you need to bring with you:
1 A good dictionary
2 Whatever English language books you have
3 Novels in your own language
4 Some "emergency" pocket money
5 A positive attitude
6 A present for your host family

You will receive a HSI Orientation Booklet before you
arrive which will give you some practical information on
living in Ireland – bank accounts, electricity, weather,
local travel etc. HSI will supply you with a school
clothing list and advice on whatever else you may need
for your programme.
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IREDS

IREDS
Standard Day School + Homestay
A Standard Day school is the equivalent of Public Schools in most countries (such as maintained
schools in the UK ). These are mostly privately owned but supported by the Irish Government. The
main advantages of this programme are:

he principal advantage of

this programme is that they

are local schools providing

excellent education (university-

oriented), local host families and

a local social life. Most students

can walk to and from school and

will have the same circle of

friends in school and outside

school. Standard schools in the

cities are of course a little

different and students normally

travel by public transport to and

from schools.

HSI works with schools whose

main objective is to see school

graduates go on to university,

thus ensuring high academic

standards in our partner schools. 

All schools offer the official

curriculum of the Irish

Department of Education. 

* Certain restrictions apply to

non-European Union students

who wish to enrol in this

programme

• Wide range of locations throughout Ireland

• Most school graduates proceed to university

• Excellent student/teacher ratio

• Local host families

• Wide range of subjects

• Good local facilities

• Single-sex and co-educational

• Religious and non-religious

T

12

Age How Long Academic Background Level of English Status
12-18 1, 2, 3 + terms Good Average Intermediate EU*
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IREPS

IREPS
Elite Day School + Homestay
Elite Day Schools are the equivalent of Private Schools in most other countries – except that in
Ireland they are also partly maintained by the Irish Government They are generally located in the
main cities with a few located in smaller locations. The main advantages of the Elite Schools are:

The principal advantage of

the Elite Schools is their

reputation – they cater for

students whose objective is to

get to the best universities in

Ireland and the UK. They

generally offer a wider subject

range than other schools.  

Most of these schools are

located in Dublin and other major

centres in Ireland.

Elite schools also generally offer

a wider range of optional extras

– such as IB (International

Baccalaureate), sports and

music tuition, etc. Most of these

are additional to programme fees

and will be charged separately.

All schools offer the official

curriculum of the Irish

Department of Education.

• Located in main cities and towns

• Excellent range of subjects

• Smaller classes

• High percentage of graduates go to university

• Excellent facilities

• Most schools are co-educational

• Religious and non-religious

• Local host families

• Excellent reputation

T

13

Age How Long Academic Background Level of English Status
12 - 18 1,2,3+ terms High Average High Intermediate ALL
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IREBS

14

IREBS
Boarding School Programme
Most Boarding Schools in Ireland are a combination of campus residence and host family – they
accept day students and boarders, although HSI works with a small number of schools that are
residential only.  They are privately owned, but receive some maintenance from the Irish
Government.

These schools are located throughout Ireland – location is not as important as it is with either Elite
or Standard Day Schools as students are not generally permitted to leave the school except on
official school outings and on free weekends and other school holidays The main advantages of the
Boarding Schools are:

he principal advantage of
Boarding Schools is residential
accommodation. This varies

from single/double rooms in some
schools for senior students to
dormitories for most junior students.

However, the important thing to
remember about a boarding school
is that you will arrive into a large
community that already exists. Your

main objective is to integrate into this
community and to follow the daily
and weekly schedule. Boarding
school is not just a living
arrangement - it is a way of life and
group activities such as team sports
usually play a large role in the non-
academic life of the school. Your HSI
counsellor will advise and help you to
adapt - but your effort is what makes
it successful!

Boarding schools vary from 5 Day
(every weekend with a Host Family)
to 12 Day (every second weekend
with a family) to 7 Day (occasional
weekends with a Host Family)
boarding. These weekends are in
addition to mid-term breaks and
other major holidays

All schools offer the official curriculum
of the Irish Department of Education. 

• On-campus accommodation with Irish students
• Private schools with excellent reputations
• Smaller classes
• Comprehensive range of subjects
• Excellent facilities including sports facilities
• Resident pastoral and supervisory staff
• High percentage of graduates go to universities 

in Ireland and the UK
• Most schools are co-educational
• Religious and non-religious

T

Age* How Long Academic Background Level of English Status
12 - 18 3+ terms High Average High Intermediate All 

*HSI Accepts a small number of students aged 10-12 in Junior Boarding Programmes. 
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Other HSI Programmes

Other HSI Programmes
PREPARATION PROGRAMME

For students who need a little extra help with their
English, HSI offers a homestay-based English Prep
programme in Dublin in July and August.

ORIENTATION PROGRAMME

For students who want a little longer to settle into
Ireland and prepare for their integration into an Irish
school and community, HSI offers a residential
Orientation Programme in Dublin at the end of August.

HSI also offers High School Programmes in the

UK, USA, Canada and Australia
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High Schools
International

27 Lower Mount

Street,

Dublin 2,

Ireland

T: +353 1 678 4800

F: +353 1 678 4802

info@hsinet.org

www.hsinet.org
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