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2 International Programs

Whether you’re a high school student, a university 
student, a recent graduate or a working professional, 

we’d like to warmly welcome you to California. 
It takes a sense of adventure and courage to study  
in another country, but it’s one of the greatest 
decisions you will ever make.  

Deciding which university to select can be complicated 
because the world is a big place and you have many 
options to consider. In addition to the wealth of 
information available on our website, we’ve created this 
guide to help you learn more about our programs. 

You’ll see that we offer international students 
everything you need to succeed at Berkeley: rigorous 
coursework, guidance from expert international student 
services staff, and events and activities designed to build 
strong academic and professional networks.

We are proud of the community we have created to 
welcome the bright and ambitious students arriving to 
Berkeley from all over the globe. 

Opportunities for personal and career development 
await you here in the San Francisco Bay Area, at our 
world-renowned university. 

We hope you will join us!

Eddie West 
Director 
International Programs 
UC Berkeley Extension

Welcome to Berkeley!
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Your international studies begin in 
the classroom and continue in the 

communities of Berkeley and beyond. 
The city of Berkeley is a dynamic city and part of the 
larger San Francisco Bay Area—a hub for creative 
technology pioneers such as Google, Facebook and 
Twitter. Downtown Berkeley offers cinemas, live 
theater and music, amongst other attractions. Berkeley 
is also home to diverse cultures, food and traditions 
unique to California, but also from around the world. 
Living in Berkeley means sampling local organic foods 
at a weekend farmers’ market, relaxing at a sidewalk 
café or enjoying a hike in the wooded Berkeley hills.

Beyond Berkeley
From Berkeley so much is within your reach. San 
Francisco, for example, is just a 20-minute ride away 
on public transportation. There you can explore the 
United States’ oldest Chinatown, world-class museums 
and shopping, historic Victorian architecture and 
more. Looking to get out of town? Napa Valley, with 
its wineries and restaurants, is just an hour north. 
You can also fly to Los Angeles or Las Vegas, or drive 
to Lake Tahoe. There are many ski resorts in the 
Sierra Nevadas. Yosemite National Park—featuring 
spectacular rock formations, hiking trails and 
waterfalls—is also within driving distance. If you prefer 
the water and coast, take a drive down to Monterey 
or Big Sur. Whatever your interest, Berkeley’s location 
means you’re close to it all and can always discover 
something new.

Your Berkeley Experience
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UC Berkeley 

UC Berkeley is home to some of the world’s most 
preeminent faculty leading more than 130 academic 
departments and 80 interdisciplinary research units 
addressing the world’s most pressing challenges. 
Consistently ranked the Number One public university 
in the United States, Berkeley not only offers 
opportunities for academic learning, but also for 
substantial personal and career growth. 

UC Berkeley Extension
Established in 1891, UC Berkeley Extension continues 
to serve as the continuing education branch of 
UC Berkeley. It offers access to UC Berkeley and 
Extension academics for domestic and international 
students. UC Berkeley Extension—like all other 
UC Berkeley schools, colleges and departments—is 
accredited by the Western Association of Schools and 
Colleges (WASC) through the university.

International Online Learning
UC Berkeley Extension also offers online courses 
covering subjects ranging from software development 
to finance and more. Online courses bring expert 
instructors and innovative content to students all over 
the world. Our online courses are open to students 
from any country via two formats: Continuous 
enrollment courses are offered year-round, where you 
can enroll at any time. Fixed-date courses are offered 
each term with specific start and end dates. 

Learn more about online courses for international 
students at extension.berkeley.edu/online.
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Program Comparison Chart

Program Name Area of Study Program Length Class Schedule Academic Prerequisites English Proficiency

College Foundations Program 

cfp@berkeley.edu

See page 8 for detailed information.

• English
• Humanities
• Art and Design
• Science, Technology, 

Engineering and  
Math (STEM)

• Business
• Study Skills
• Test Preparation  

(SAT/TOEFL)

Summer term:  
6 or 8 weeks

Fall term: 4 months

Fall and spring terms:  
8 months

Full-time, Monday–Friday,  
20 hours per week

High school student or recent  
high school graduate

TOEFL: 80 (iBT)

or 

IELTS academic format: 6.5

Berkeley Global Access

bga@berkeley.edu

See page 10 for detailed information.

Choose from select courses from UC Berkeley 
Extension and UC Berkeley course catalog

1 semester or a  
full academic year

Full-time, Monday–Friday,  
12–18 units

Some classes may be held on 
weekend days.

Undergraduate or  
graduate students
All majors

TOEFL: 90 (iBT)

or 

IELTS academic format: 7

Berkeley-Haas Global  
Access Program

bhgap@berkeley.edu

See page 12 for detailed information.

• Entrepreneurship
• Management and 

Leadership

• Innovation
• Fundamentals  

of Business

Fall or spring term: 
4 months

Fall and spring term: 
8 months

Full-time, Monday–Friday,  
12 units

Undergraduate students  
(business or non-business majors)
Graduate students

TOEFL: 90 (iBT)

or 

IELTS academic format: 7

International Diploma 
Programs

idp@berkeley.edu

See page 14 for detailed information.

• Business Administration
• Entrepreneurship
• Finance
• Global Business 

Management

• Marketing
• Project 

Management

4 month, 8 months  
or 12 months beginning 
spring, summer and  
fall terms

Full-time, Monday–Friday,  
up to 30 hours per week

Minimum of three years  
of undergraduate study,  
or
Undergraduate degree plus  
two years of work experience
(Depending on program)

TOEFL: 79 (iBT)

or 

IELTS academic format: 6.5

Evening Certificate Programs

ecp@berkeley.edu

See page 16 for detailed information.

• Accounting
• Business Administration
• Counseling and 

Psychology Professions
• Financial Planning and 

Analysis
• Graphic Design
• Human Resource 

Management

• Interior Design  
and Interior 
Architecture

• Marketing
• Project 

Management
• User Experience 

Design
• Visual Arts

9 months to 3 years,  
depending on program

Full-time, evenings and  
weekends, 8–12 units

Undergraduate degree TOEFL: 79 (iBT)

or 

IELTS academic format: 6.5
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Program Name Area of Study Program Length Class Schedule Academic Prerequisites English Proficiency

College Foundations Program 

cfp@berkeley.edu

See page 8 for detailed information.

• English
• Humanities
• Art and Design
• Science, Technology, 

Engineering and  
Math (STEM)

• Business
• Study Skills
• Test Preparation  

(SAT/TOEFL)

Summer term:  
6 or 8 weeks

Fall term: 4 months

Fall and spring terms:  
8 months

Full-time, Monday–Friday,  
20 hours per week

High school student or recent  
high school graduate

TOEFL: 80 (iBT)

or 

IELTS academic format: 6.5

Berkeley Global Access

bga@berkeley.edu

See page 10 for detailed information.

Choose from select courses from UC Berkeley 
Extension and UC Berkeley course catalog

1 semester or a  
full academic year

Full-time, Monday–Friday,  
12–18 units

Some classes may be held on 
weekend days.

Undergraduate or  
graduate students
All majors

TOEFL: 90 (iBT)

or 

IELTS academic format: 7

Berkeley-Haas Global  
Access Program

bhgap@berkeley.edu

See page 12 for detailed information.

• Entrepreneurship
• Management and 

Leadership

• Innovation
• Fundamentals  

of Business

Fall or spring term: 
4 months

Fall and spring term: 
8 months

Full-time, Monday–Friday,  
12 units

Undergraduate students  
(business or non-business majors)
Graduate students

TOEFL: 90 (iBT)

or 

IELTS academic format: 7

International Diploma 
Programs

idp@berkeley.edu

See page 14 for detailed information.

• Business Administration
• Entrepreneurship
• Finance
• Global Business 

Management

• Marketing
• Project 

Management

4 month, 8 months  
or 12 months beginning 
spring, summer and  
fall terms

Full-time, Monday–Friday,  
up to 30 hours per week

Minimum of three years  
of undergraduate study,  
or
Undergraduate degree plus  
two years of work experience
(Depending on program)

TOEFL: 79 (iBT)

or 

IELTS academic format: 6.5

Evening Certificate Programs

ecp@berkeley.edu

See page 16 for detailed information.

• Accounting
• Business Administration
• Counseling and 

Psychology Professions
• Financial Planning and 

Analysis
• Graphic Design
• Human Resource 

Management

• Interior Design  
and Interior 
Architecture

• Marketing
• Project 

Management
• User Experience 

Design
• Visual Arts

9 months to 3 years,  
depending on program

Full-time, evenings and  
weekends, 8–12 units

Undergraduate degree TOEFL: 79 (iBT)

or 

IELTS academic format: 6.5

Not sure which program is best for you? Use this chart to review each of our five 
options and find the one that best suits your educational goals and availability. 
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Program Prerequisites
• Minimum score of either 80 (TOEFL) or 6.5 (IELTS)

• Current high school students attending in the fall 
or spring must provide a letter of support from  
their current high school.

College Foundations Program

Join other international high  
school students for an 

introduction to university life. 

Take part in university-level courses and test 
preparation workshops, as well as personal 
university admissions advising sessions. In addition to 
academics, you strengthen your leadership skills and 
become involved in the Berkeley community through 
service-learning projects and interactions with UC 
Berkeley undergraduate peer mentors. The program 
not only prepares you to apply to top universities 
around the world, but also provides insight on how to 
succeed in an international university setting. Attend 
CFP for the summer term or begin in the fall and stay 
through the spring for a full academic year.

Who Can Participate?
High-achieving international high school students or 
recent high school graduates

Great for: Motivated, academically focused students 
considering attending university in the U.S. or other 
English-speaking locations.

“Applying to a U.S. university is a complicated process that differs from other 
countries. Being a College Foundations Program (CFP) student helped me 
understand the process more clearly and provided me with the necessary 
resources to make competitive applications for some of the top universities  
in the country.” —Fares Maimani, College Foundations Program graduate,  
Saudi Arabia
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Learning Objectives
• Improve academic skills, including academic 

writing, presentation, discussion and debate 

• Understand the elements necessary for a 
competitive university application

• Prepare for TOEFL and SAT university  
entrance exams

• Build confidence by completing U.S.  
university-level coursework and participating  
in classroom discussions

• Become immersed in and build an 
understanding of U.S. university culture 
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Immerse yourself in university life 
while studying at UC Berkeley and 

UC Berkeley Extension for a semester 
or academic year. 

Take courses alongside Berkeley students and receive 
personal and graduate school admissions support. In 
addition to academics, Berkeley Global Access (BGA) 
students build leadership skills and become involved 
in the Berkeley community through connections with 
UC Berkeley undergraduate peer mentors. Through 
BGA, you can fulfill degree requirements from your 
home university, refine your English skills and gain a 
rich cultural experience.

Who Can Participate?
International undergraduate university students or 
recent graduates

Great for: Students who want a full cultural and 
academic immersion experience taking undergraduate 
or graduate coursework with UC Berkeley and 
Extension students.

Program Prerequisites
• Minimum score of either 90 (TOEFL) or 7 (IELTS)

• Official university transcripts

• Statement of purpose

• Letter of support from academic adviser or 
department head

Learning Objectives
• Build confidence by completing U.S.  

college-level coursework and participating  
in classroom discussions

• Improve academic writing and speaking skills

• Develop an understanding of U.S. culture 
taking courses alongside U.S. students

• Prepare for graduate school in the U.S. and 
strengthen your professional résumé

Berkeley Global Access
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“I loved the beautiful scenery on campus, the kind and 
knowledgeable professors, and the gifted students 
from around the globe who came together to learn at 
Berkeley. The opportunity to experience one of the top 
universities in the world was inspirational!” 
—Anying Wang, BGA graduate, China
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The Berkeley-Haas Global Access 
Program (BHGAP) provides unique 

access to Berkeley Haas School of 
Business faculty, courses and networks 
within the innovative ecosystem of the 
Bay Area and Silicon Valley.
Through BHGAP, top-qualifying international students 
spend a semester or a full academic year building 
the knowledge, skills and connections necessary to 
excel as tomorrow’s innovators and global leaders. 
The core curriculum of the program emphasizes 
entrepreneurship, technology, innovation and 
fundamentals of business. Throughout the program, 
students receive the same benefits provided to degree 
students at UC Berkeley, including access to campus 
libraries and recreational facilities.

Berkeley-Haas Global  
Access Program

Who Can Participate?
Undergraduate (business and nonbusiness majors)  
and graduate students

Great for: high-achieving students interested in 
business studies and/or considering applying to  
a master’s degree in business or related graduate 
degree program.

Program Prerequisites
• Minimum score of either 90 (TOEFL) or 7 (IELTS) 

• Students in excellent academic standing

• Official university transcript

• Statement of purpose
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Program Tracks
Non-Business Major Undergraduate Track 
Specialized courses for students who are current 
undergraduates or recent graduates from non-
business areas of study. 

Business Major Undergraduate Track 
Specialized courses for students who are current 
undergraduate students (or recent graduates) 
from business-focused areas of study. 

Graduate Track 
Specialized courses for students who are  
current graduate students or who recently  
completed a graduate degree. 

Areas of Study

• Entrepreneurship

• Management and leadership

• Innovation

• Fundamentals of business

Beyond the Classroom
BHGAP provides students a rich immersive program 
both inside and outside of the classroom, including: 

• Orientation to UC Berkeley and our community

• Career coaching

• Professional development workshops

• Haas networking events

• Silicon Valley and Bay Area company site visits

• Cohort lunches
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Focused on career-based business 
skills, International Diploma 

Programs (IDP) provide you with 
short-term, intensive study. 
Choose from topics such as marketing, entrepreneur-
ship, business administration and more, or combine 
coursework with an internship to build your network 
and skills at a U.S. business—all in less time than an 
M.B.A. program. If you continue your studies with 
an internship, you also attend résumé and interview 
workshops and receive career advising from an 
internship coordinator. These 4-, 8- and 12-month 
programs start three times a year. 

Who Can Participate?
Fourth-year university students, recent university 
graduates or young professionals

Great for: Career advancers and career changers, 
early career professionals, and students seeking M.B.A. 
preparation or an M.B.A. alternative but who don’t 
need academic credits.

Program Prerequisites
• 3 years of university study completed*

• 79 (TOEFL) or 6.5 (IELTS)

• Statement of purpose

• Official university transcript

* Global Business Management Program requires a completed 
university degree, as well as two years of work experience. 

International Diploma Programs

“The international environment and the 
practical focus of the courses make IDP 
an incubator of international business 
and friendship. My IDP experience 
has definitely been enriching in both a 
professional and personal way.” 
— Luis Acosta Masso, International 

Diploma Programs graduate, Spain
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Choose Your Educational Journey
International Diploma Programs offer instruction in a variety of certificates.

4-Month Programs

• Business Administration: Acquire expertise in 
areas such as economics, finance and marketing, 
as well as hands-on training through workshops 
and seminars.

• Entrepreneurship: Learn what it takes to 
successfully launch a small-business venture.

• Finance: Prepare for an M.B.A. program, a 
career in finance or a future managing your  
own company.

• Global Business Management: Get the 
foundation to understand and manage 
international transactions of all sizes.

• Marketing: Learn marketing concepts and 
techniques, including research, planning, strategy, 
analytics, social media and more.

• Project Management: Learn to develop  
and lead complex projects in a cross- 
cultural environment.

8-Month Program

• IDP + Internship: After successfully completing 
your 4-Month IDP, put your skills, knowledge  
and experience to practical use during a  
4-month internship. 

12-Month Program

• Management and Business Track: Combine 
academic study in business, intensive training 
and on-the-job work experience through two 
4-Month IDPs followed by an internship. 
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Learn alongside U.S. students 
 while completing a post-

baccalaureate certificate in your  
field of interest. 

Choose from subjects spanning business, psychology, 
art, interior design and more. Certificates offer 
academic rigor, allowing you to focus on skills most 
relevant to your career while avoiding the extra 
coursework required for graduate degrees. You can 
complete most certificates in one year, with courses 
offered during evenings and weekends. 

Who Can Participate?
Students and working professionals who have 
completed a university degree or equivalent

Great for: Career advancers, career changers or early 
career professionals who want to study alongside U.S. 
working professionals.

Program Prerequisites
• Undergraduate degree 

• 79 (TOEFL) or 6.5 (IELTS)

• Statement of purpose

• Official university transcript

Evening Certificate Programs

Evening Certificate Program in Marketing graduate 
Hugo Naritomi knows that he needs to develop his skill 
set to successfully launch his product design business. 

Deciding to come to the U.S. for further study from 
his native Brazil, he looked for the biggest school 

in the most interesting place he could imagine.

Naritomi cites the knowledge he learned 
during the certificate as directly applicable to 
his plans for a design business, with Marketing 
Strategies for Entrepreneurs and Small 
Business Owners giving him a complete view 
of the process, including both online and 
more traditional marketing.
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Learning Objectives
The Evening Certificate Programs offer instruction on a variety of certificates.

• Accounting: Gain a current, thorough 
understanding of accounting principles, reporting 
practices and regulatory requirements.

• Business Administration: Understand business 
administration and its context, purpose and 
underlying functional areas.

• Preparatory Program for Counseling 
and Psychology Professions: Complete 
undergraduate prerequisites or become a 
more competitive candidate for graduate or 
professional school in counseling and psychology.

• Financial Planning and Analysis: Learn to 
interpret financial results and leverage predictive 
tools to guide action plans, forecasts and 
strategies for maximum performance.

• Graphic Design: Learn about design principles 
and gain an appreciation of historical and current 
design trends to build a comprehensive portfolio 
and advance in the field.

• Human Resource Management: Learn best 
practices and emerging trends in functional areas 
within the human resource management field.

• Interior Design and Interior Architecture: 
Learn how to create exciting spaces through 
studio courses combined with the study of 
design theory and history.

• Marketing: Gain in-depth knowledge of marketing 
concepts and techniques, including research, 
planning, strategy, analytics, social media and more.

• Project Management: Get the skills to keep 
projects on task, on time and on budget in a 
wide variety of fields.

• User Experience Design: Learn user-centered 
design principles, interactive design techniques, 
content strategy and decision making based on 
user research and user feedback.

• Visual Arts: Take part in studio courses as well 
as theory and critique seminars, art history 
courses and visual arts electives.
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At UC Berkeley Extension, we have an entire office dedicated to supporting 
  our international students. We’re there each step of the way to help, from 

the initial program application process to your time living in Berkeley, and even 
after your program ends. Our goal is that your Berkeley experience is positive, 
safe, fun and productive.
Part of each international program is the new-student orientation, where you go over program requirements, 
receive your class schedule and meet our staff. In addition, you receive important information about medical 
insurance, visa documents, traveling and more. In addition, we provide a range of services for international 
students depending on their program, including:

• On-site academic, health insurance and  
student visa advising

• Housing advice and support

• Intercultural training

• Program and academic orientation

• Social activities

• Résumé and interview workshops

• Internship advising

• Undergraduate and graduate admissions workshops 

• Review of college application essays

Program Options and  
Student Services
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Custom Programs
UC Berkeley Extension international programs can be 
customized to meet specialized training needs  
for schools and universities and other groups. Custom 
programs may range from one day to one year and 
may be held in our UC Berkeley Extension facilities  
in Berkeley or San Francisco, or on-site in your home 
country. Customized programs may focus on specific 
academic themes or include additional activities,  
such as:

• Visits to Silicon Valley companies or  
Bay Area universities

• Leadership development and  
service-learning projects

• Guest speakers and presenters

• Professional development or  
career-coaching activities

• Undergraduate or graduate school  
admissions workshops

• Group meals

• Cultural trips around California

• Other elements to supplement the  
student experience

Housing
Choosing your housing depends on your interests, 
preferences and budget. With options available in 
both Berkeley and San Francisco, you can choose 
independent private or shared apartments or live with 
a family through a homestay. If you participate in the 
summer CFP program, you may also request housing in 
UC Berkeley dormitories; during the academic year, we 
recommend CFP students reside at a homestay. 

For more information, visit: 
extension.berkeley.edu/international/housing
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The University of California, in accordance with applicable Federal and State law and University policy, does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national 
origin, religion, sex, gender identity, pregnancy, physical or mental disability, medical condition (cancer related or genetic characteristics), ancestry, marital 
status, age, sexual orientation, citizenship, or service in the uniformed services. The University also prohibits sexual harassment. This nondiscrimination policy 
covers admission, access and treatment in University programs and activities. Campus Climate & Compliance (CCAC) responds to questions about prohibited 
forms of discrimination or will refer you to a more appropriate campus resource. (See the CCAC website at http://ccac.berkeley.edu.) CCAC may be contacted at 
tixco@berkeley.edu. Specific questions about sexual/racial harassment may be directed to the Title IX/VI Compliance Officer in CCAC at (510) 643-7985. 
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