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HI*
Welcome to Geneva, an exceptional city 
full of beauty, activity and splendor! In 
this booklet, you’ll find information, ad-
vice and tips on moving to Switzerland 
and starting your studies at EU. We’re 
here to help you discover the city, find 
accommodation, settle into classes, meet 
new people and fully enjoy your time at 
EU Business School  

GENEVA
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Welcome to EU 
Business School 
& Geneva!
We are so happy that you are 
joining us at EU Geneva. You 
have selected both a business 
school that will prepare you 
for success in your career, as 
well as one of the most inter-
national and beautiful cities 
in the world in which to study. 
Geneva offers unparalleled 
quality of life situated between 
a scenic mountain range and 
Lake Geneva. 

While your courses will 
require great dedication, you 
should explore this wonderful 
city every chance you get. 

We encourage you to take 
advantage of the numerous 
resources available to you 
in our administration office and 
on our social media pages to 
familiarize yourself with both 
EU and Geneva. We’re sure 
you will feel at home in no 
time.

EU and Geneva combine cul-
ture and education against a 
beautiful backdrop.
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Welcome
About Geneva

Geneva is an international center of 
business, culture and creativity located 
on the banks of Lake Geneva, at the 
gateway to the Swiss Alps. The city 
plays host to numerous international 
organizations, including the International 
Labor Organization, the World Health 
Organization and the World Economic 
Forum, as well as the European head-
quarters of both the United Nations 
and the Red Cross. Companies such as 
Procter & Gamble, Rolex, IBM, Ernst 
& Young and JPMorgan also have major 
offices in Geneva.

Geneva is a friendly, welcoming city that 
embodies international diplomacy, se-
curity and stability and was listed eighth 
in Mercer’s 2012 Quality of Living 
Worldwide City Rankings. The city is 
lively and appealing; a cosmopolitan des-
tination perfect for young people. There 
are numerous theaters, museums, music 
venues and galleries, with regular events 
organized by the city government. Art 
and architecture lovers will appreciate 
the iconic examples of al fresco modern-
ist sculpture and historic architectural 
masterpieces, while epicureans will savor 
the variety of offerings in Switzerland’s 
capital of cuisine.

Known as the “city of parks” due to the 
green areas that comprise 20 percent of 
its urban space, Geneva is a haven for 
sports lovers keen to try mountaineering, 
trekking, cycling, ice skating and horse 
riding, among other activities. Geneva 
is also perfect for discovering the rest of 
Europe, as the city lies just an hour by air 
from most major European cities.

While there are four official languages 
in Switzerland (Swiss German, French, 
Italian and Romansch), Geneva is con-
sidered a French-speaking city. However, 
due to the city’s diverse population, 
English is also widely spoken and used 
in day-to-day life.

ABOUT  
GENEVA
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Arriving 
in Geneva

LANGUAGE
Though many residents speak English, it is preferable to come 
with a few phrases of basic French that will enable you to com-
plete daily tasks, ask for directions and converse casually with the 
residents in the local language.

FINANCES
It is essential that you set a budget. You should plan for a monthly 
living expenditure of CHF 1,680 (€1,400), out of which CHF 
1,000 (€830) should be set aside for shared accommodation 
(CHF 1,900/€1,545 to live alone) and the rest for basic necessi-
ties and hobbies. These figures are averages and fluctuate accord-
ing to the individual and the style of life they wish to pursue.

A few suggestions for going abroad 

CLIMATE
The weather is generally comfortable, with frosty winter nights but 
thawing temperatures during the day. Summers are pleasurably 
warm but also known for their humidity; the Genève Plage and 
Bains de Pâquis are great swimming hot spots during the summer.
 
CULTURE
Geneva’s close proximity to neighboring France means many of 
its cultural tendencies reflect French culture. In addition to its 
world-renowned chocolate, traditional Swiss dishes like fondue 
and raclette are a must.

To learn more about Swiss culture and living in Geneva, visit
swissinfo.ch
expatfocus.com/expatriate-geneva
easyexpat.com/en/geneva.htm
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Arriving in Geneva
Visa

THE SWISS VISA
You must complete and take the following documents to the visa 
department of your nearest Swiss embassy:

 – Passport (plus one copy)
 – Certificate of enrollment at EU (original copy)
 – E form
 – O form
 – M form
 – “A qui de droit” (stating that the student will leave 

Switzerland post-studies)
 – CV/résumé
 – A signed letter of motivation stating both the reason for 

studying in Switzerland and detailing your post-study plans
 – Bank certificate stating that student has an active account 

with a minimum of CHF 30,000 (the bank certificate must 
be in the student’s name ONLY)

 – Address in Switzerland (for assistance please contact Yolanda 
Fernandez at y.fernandez@euruni.edu)

 – Two passport size photos (35mm x 45mm)

VISA

Working with a student visa in Switzerland: non-EU citizens
are not allowed to work on a student visa in Switzerland.
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Arriving in Geneva
Residence Permit

RESIDENCE
PERMIT 
Within two weeks of arrival, students 
are required to register as a resident 
of Geneva.
 
All of the following forms, as well as 
detailed instructions on the residence 
process, are available at the admissions 
office. Make sure that you visit the office 
on campus before you do anything so 
that our staff can ensure that you have 
correctly filled out all your paperwork.
 
Students can register at the Office 
Cantonal de la Population Genève 
(OCP).
 
European Union residents must take:

 – Passport (original)
 – Completed UE form (available at the 

student affairs office)
 
Non-European Union residents must 
take:
 – Passport (original)
 – Completed M form (available at the 

student affairs office)
 
Upon registering with the OCP, stu-
dents will receive their residence permit 
through the post. This process generally 
takes four to eight weeks.

Office Cantonal de la Population (OCP)
88, route de Chancy
1213 Onex
Switzerland
www.ge.ch/ocp/
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, 
Friday: 7:30-13:30
Wednesday: 9:30-17:30
 
How to get there: 
Take tram 14 or buses K or L to  
stop Bandol
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Living in 
Geneva

A lot of your time in Switzerland will be occupied with classes, 
projects and papers, but there will still be plenty of free time 
during which to enjoy Geneva. Cycling, jogging, skateboarding 
and rollerblading are great ways to explore the city, and the 
local parks and lake front are perfect for enjoying the sun in 
the summer months. Due to its proximity to the surrounding 
mountains, Geneva offers a variety of activities for both the city 
dweller and the adventure seeker.

Lake Geneva’s international hub

Geneva is very safe and there are no “dangerous” areas, but 
you should always use common sense. Please be mindful when 
taking public transport and be cautious after dark. There is a 
variety of options for those wanting to explore the nightlife and 
we encourage students to explore all the city has to offer. Please 
remember that if you are caught with illegal drugs and find 
yourself in trouble with the law, EU cannot help you. Expulsion 
in this case will be imminent.

Photo courtesy of Genève Tourisme
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Living in Geneva
Where to Live

WHERE TO LIVE

Geneva is known for its location beside Lake Geneva (Lac 
Léman in French) and its scenic views of both the Swiss Alps 
and the Jura mountain range. The city has a population of 
almost 200,000 and is divided into eight quarters or districts. 
Below are descriptions of a few of the neighborhoods in and 
around Geneva:

EAUX-VIVES
A nice upscale area, not far from the main shopping district and 
close to the lake. Well connected by tram 12 and close to campus.

Benefits: Scenic, walking distance from Jet d’eau, many shops
Drawbacks: Rent is on the high side
Transport: Tram 12, multiple bus lines 

CENTRE/PLAINPALAIS/ACACIAS
This area is more urban, industrial and popular with young 
people. There are lots of student hubs, bars and cafes, and the area 
is also home to the Geneva student housing. 

Benefits: Rent is cheap and lots of social activities for young people
Drawbacks: Can be loud at night depending on the area
Transport: Tram 12 and 15, multiple bus lines

SAINT JEAN/CHARMILLES
The area is known for cheap rent prices but it is not well con-
nected by tram. Lots of small shops and a shopping center.

Benefits: Rent is cheap, close to campus 
Drawbacks: Not well connected by tram
Transport: Multiple bus lines

GROTTES/SAINT GERVAIS
A bohemian neighborhood with interesting buildings, within 
walking distance from campus. It is also within walking distance to 
campus, but use caution when traveling around the area after dark.

Benefits: Close proximity to EU campus, rent is cheap
Drawbacks: The bars can be busy and loud during the summer-
Transport: Tram 12, 14, 15, multiple bus lines

PÂQUIS/NATIONS
Low rent and within close proximity to the lake. There are many 
good restaurants and bars in the area. If you move to Pâquis we 
recommend living close to the lake.

Benefits: Restaurants, bars, close to the lake and train station
Drawbacks: Not easily connected by tram lines, noisy at night
Transport: Multiple bus lines

CHAMPEL
Residential area, outside the city center. The area is very quiet and 
rent is high. Generally a family area with limited tram access.

Benefits: Close to the old town, family friendly

Drawbacks: High rent, no convenient tram connection
Transport: Multiple bus lines

SERVETTE/PETIT-SACONNEX
This area is convenient for EU students, easily accessible by tram 
line 14 and not far from the train station. 

Benefits: Rent is on the lower end 
Drawbacks: Far from the lake and no scenic views
Transport: Tram 14, multiple bus lines

JONCTION
Within walking distance of EU and close to the city center. There 
are very good connections by tram or bus. The area is a hotspot for 
water sports and can be loud in the summer.

Benefits: Very close to campus
Drawbacks: Can be loud during the summer
Transport: Tram 14, multiple bus lines

CAROUGE
Carouge is not within the Geneva city limits, but is just 15 min-
utes from campus by bus or tram. An eclectic neighborhood 
with boutiques, art galleries and unique bars and restaurants.

COLOGNY
Cologny is also in the outskirts and offers a quiet residential life 
with breathtaking views, rent is expensive. The area is not well 
connected by tram, but can be reached by bus.

Eaux-Vives
Centre/Plainpalais/Acacias
Saint Jean/Charmilles
Grottes/Saint Gervais

1.
2.
3.
4.

6
2

3

4

5

1

7

8

5.
6.
7.
8.

Pâquis/Nations
Champel
Servette/Petit-Sacconex
Jonction
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Living in Geneva
Accommodation

ACCOMMODATION

Finding accommodation in Geneva can 
be a difficult process, but the EU staff 
is here to help. We recommend that 
students begin the housing search a 
minimum of two months prior to their 
arrival in the city. 

Students can choose to find housing 
through EU by filling out the housing 
request form, or choose to find housing 
independently.

HOUSING THROUGH EU 
EU has many contacts in Geneva and of-
fers a variety of housing options includ-
ing student residences, shared rooms, 
and both furnished and unfurnished 
flats. Students should fill out the Student 
Housing Application Form and send  
it to Yolanda Fernandez at  
y.fernandez@euruni.edu.

HOUSING INDEPENDENTLY 
Demand for apartments is very high, so 
students should expect to spend around 
CHF 1,900 (€1,550) per month for a 
basic studio apartment. 

Those applying for housing may be 
asked to provide the following:

 – Application 
 – Proof of financial solvency, which can 

be demonstrated by providing either 
a letter from your personal bank, your 
last three payslips or a letter or payslips 
from a parent or other party accepting 
financial responsibility for the student 
while in Geneva

 – Interview with leasing agency

If students decide to find housing 
independently they should be wary 
of scams and fraudulent advertise-
ments. Students can contact Yolanda 
Fernandez in case of doubt. Red flags 
include:

 – Individual is away on vacation or not 
living in the area

 – Individual asks you to wire money to 
their account before a visit so they 
know you are a serious candidate

Rental process:
A deposit of three months’ rent is usually 
requested. This is generally set up as a 

dual savings account between you and 
your lease provider. The leasing agency 
places a hold on the account so you are 
unable to access the funds, and then, 
when the lease ends and the apartment 
has passed a final inspection, the hold is 
released and you can retrieve the deposit.

Rent:
The first month’s rent is paid in addi-
tion to the three-month deposit. Rent is 
generally due by the first of the month.

Initial inspection: 
The régie (the real estate agency manag-
ing the apartment) generally requires 
an initial inspection to note any existing 
damage or problems with the apartment.

Be sure to point out any issues you see 
with the apartment, because anything 
unmarked will be considered ‘new’ dam-
age during the final inspection. Upon 
terminating a lease, ‘new’ damages will 
be repaired and any expenses incurred by 
the leasing agency will be deducted from 
the three-month deposit.
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Living in Geneva
Cost of Living

COST OF LIVING*

STUDENT RESIDENCE/SHARED FLAT
  Monthly  Academic Year
Student residence  CHF 1,100 CHF 9,000
Meals   CHF 900 CHF 8,100
Transport  CHF 60  CHF 540
Insurance  CHF 100 CHF 810
Textbooks   -   CHF 400
Miscellaneous  CHF 400 CHF 3,600
Total   CHF 2,560 CHF 22,450

PRIVATE FLAT
  Monthly  Academic Year
Private flat  CHF 1,900  CHF 13,500
Meals   CHF 900 CHF 8,100
Transport  CHF 60  CHF 540
Insurance  CHF 100 CHF 810
Textbooks   -   CHF 400
Miscellaneous  CHF 400 CHF 3,600
Total   CHF 3,360 CHF 26,950

*Please note that the expenses are calculated for nine months 
and represent an approximate cost.
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Living in Geneva
Public Transportation

PUBLIC 
TRANSPORTATION

Geneva’s transportation system, managed 
by Unireso, is an easy way to navigate 
the city. The city has tram, train, boat and 
bus transportation. 

Short-term passes, by hour, day or trip 
length, can be bought at every bus and tram 
stop in the city. Weekly, monthly or yearly 
passes are available at the city’s Unireso/TPG 
stations. The most central Unireso facility 
is in Gare Cornavin (train station). 

Students under the age of 24 are eligible for a 
student discount which significantly reduces 
the cost of transportation passes. For more 
information on public transportation visit:

tpg.ch 
unireso.ch
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USEFUL INFORMATION

Living in Geneva
Useful Information

UTILITIES COMPANIES 
The Geneva Canton uses Services 
Industriels de Genève (SIG) as its water, 
gas and electricity provider. They offer 
a range of service options, from those 
that are extremely environmentally 
friendly to those that are less green. New 
Geneva residents must call SIG three 
days before moving in so they can get a 
final reading on the last resident’s usage 
and mark when to start charging you for 
energy consumption. 

Depending on your lease, all or none 
of the utilities may be included in your 
monthly charges. 

INTERNET AND CABLE TV PROVIDERS
You may decide to invest in cable and 
Internet. Fees and policies differ depending 
on the provider, and in some cases these 
amenities may be offered in your lease. 
We recommend the following options:

Swisscom: swisscom.ch/en
Cablecom: upc-cablecom.ch/en

MOBILE PROVIDERS 
Mobile phone providers in Switzerland:

Orange: orange.ch 
Swisscom: swisscom.ch/en
Sunrise: sunrise.ch
Lebara: lebara.ch

BILLS AND PURCHASES
You generally receive a Maestro card 
when you open an account, it works as 
a debit card and can be used at “banco-
mats” (ATMs) to withdraw cash, make 
deposits and transfer funds. The Maestro 
card can be used in most shops with a 
personal pin. 

Bills are generally received in the form of a 
“bulletin de versement” or bill slip. Payment 
can be made at a local post office or by 
transferring the money via a bancomat or 
online transfer. Most bills allow 30 days for 
payment receipt. 
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Job Placement
EU helps students find jobs and internships

We recommend you visit one of the 
following job search websites to find job 
offers in both Switzerland and abroad, 
and upload your CV/résumé.

jobup.ch
topjobs.ch
jobs.ch
jobscout24.ch
EfinancialCareers.ch

For more information on our job  
placement services email 
careers.ch@euruni.edu

Xing and LinkedIn are professional social 
media networks that are useful channels 
for networking and finding internships 
and jobs.

–3M
–ABB
–ADIDAS
–ABN AMROBANK 
–ACCENTURE 
–AMERICAN EXPRESS 
–APPLE 
–BANCO SANTANDER 
–BANQUE PRIVÉE EDMOND 
  DE ROTHSCHILD 
–BARCLAYS 
–BAYER 
–BBVA 
–BELL
–BMW GROUP
–BOSTON CONSULTING GROUP 
–BRITISH TELECOM 
–CABLECOM 
–CATERPILLAR 
–CHASE MANHATTAN BANK 
–CHUPA CHUPS 
–CITIGROUP 
–COCA-COLA 
–COMPAQ 
–CRÉDIT SUISSE 
–DELL-PEROT SYSTEMS 
–DELOITTE & TOUCHE 
–DEUTSCHE BANK 
–DHL 
–DISNEYLAND 
–DAIMLER-BENZ
–EBAY 

–EL CORTE INGLÉS 
–ELECTROLUX 
–ESTÉE LAUDER INC.
–EYELANDER ORG.
–EUROCARD 
–FACEBOOK
–FEDEX
–FORD 
–GENERAL ELECTRIC 
–GENERAL MOTORS
–GOOGLE 
–HÄAGEN DAZS 
–HERALD TRIBUNE 
–HEWLETT-PACKARD 
–HILTON HOTELS 
–HINDUJA BANK 
–HOFFMANN LA ROCHE
–IBM
–IKEA
–ILO
–INDITEX
–JET AVIATION  
–JOHNSON & JOHNSON 
–KENWOOD 
–KOREAN AIRLINES 
–KRAFT
–LA CAIXA 
–LOGITECH 
–L’ORÉAL 
–MARRIOTT HOTELS 
–McDONALD’S 
–McKINSEY & CO 

–MERRIL LYNCH
–MICROSOFT
–MIELE
–MOTOROLA
–NESTLÉ 
–NIKE 
–NOKIA 
–NOVARTIS  
–PEPSI 
–PEUGEOT 
–PHILIP MORRIS INTERNATIONAL
–PROCTER & GAMBLE 
–RENAULT 
–SEAT 
–SHELL  
–SIEMENS 
–SONY ERICSSON  
–SWATCH GROUP
–SWISS 
–TELEFÓNICA 
–THOMAS COOK GROUP 
–UBS  
–UEFA
–UNILEVER 
–UNITED NATIONS 
–VERITAS
–VODAFONE
–VIRGIN
–VUELING
–WORLD BANK GROUP 
–XEROX
–WTO

OUR 
STUDENTS 
HAVE GONE 
ON TO 
WORK FOR:
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Academics
CALENDAR 2015/2016

Term I 2015/2016  
Registration: October 5, 2015
Starts: October 5, 2015
Ends: December 11, 2015
Christmas break: December 14, 2015 - January 8, 2016

Term II 2016
Registration: January 11, 2016  
Starts: January 11, 2016 
Ends: March 18, 2016
Spring break: March 21 - April 1, 2016  

Term III 2016
Registration: April 4, 2016
Starts: April 4, 2016
Ends: June 10, 2016

Term I 2016/2017
Registration: October 3, 2016
Starts: October 3, 2016
Ends: December 9, 2016
Christmas break: December 12, 2016 - January 6, 2017

Term II 2017
Registration: January 9, 2017
Starts: January 9, 2017
Ends: March 17, 2017

Term III 2017
Registration: March 20, 2017
Starts: March 20, 2017
Ends: June 9, 2017
Spring break: April 10 - 21, 2017

Fall Semester 2015/2016 
Registration: October 2, 2015
Starts: October 5, 2015 
Christmas break: December 21, 2015 - January 8, 2016  
Ends: January 22, 2016 

Spring Semester 2016
Registration: January 29, 2016
Starts: February 1, 2016
Spring break: March 21 - April 1, 2016
Ends: May 13, 2016 

Summer Semester I 2016 
Registration: May 27, 2016
Starts: May 30, 2016
Ends: July 22, 2016 

Summer Semester II 2016  
Registration: July 29, 2016
Starts: August 1, 2016
Ends: September 23, 2016 

Fall Semester 2016/2017 
Registration: September 30, 2016 
Starts: October 3, 2016 
Christmas break: December 19, 2016 - January 6, 2017  
Ends: January 20, 2017 

Spring Semester 2017
Registration: January 27, 2017
Starts: January 30, 2017
Spring break: April 10-21, 2017
Ends: May 12, 2017 
 

GRADUATEBUSINESS FOUNDATION
& UNDERGRADUATE
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Academics
Campus Information

CAMPUS 
INFORMATION

PRINTING CARD
You will be able to use your student card as your printing card. 
Please ask the administration to charge it for your copies (10 
CHF = 100 copies). The first card is free. If you request a new 
one, you will be charge 20 CHF by the administration.

COMPUTERS
Free computers are available for use in the study lounge.
 
LAB RULES
 – No food or drinks
 – No installing software or playing games
 – No downloading music/videos
 – No disorderly conduct, loud talking or disturbing others
 – Cell phones must be on silent mode

WI-FI ACCESS
Free wi-fi connection is available in each class room; please ask at 
administration for the wi-fi name and password.

INTRANET
EU Moodle is an important communication method. We recom-
mend that you look at it regularly, as it shows:

 – Your timetable, changes or cancelations 
 – Make up class dates
 – Course material 
 – News items 
 – Social events
 – Professor contact information
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Academics
Tuition Fees

OTHER FEES

Single undergraduate subject            CHF 1,950
–
Single graduate subject             CHF 2,440
–
Single graduate seminar                CHF 610
–
Auditing undergraduate course            CHF 1,400
–
Auditing graduate course             CHF 2,000
–
Graduation fee                 CHF 300
–
Official transcript fee (first one free) for 
current students                    CHF 5
–
Alumni transcript fee                  CHF 25
        +shipping costs
–
Private tutoring courses 
(per hour and by permission only)               CHF 250
–
Computer courses 
(per hour and by permission only)               CHF 150
–
Language courses 
(per hour and by permission only)                 CHF 25
–
Apostille                                                                       CHF 450
–
Advisor fee                 CHF 800
–
English courses
(per hour and with permission only)                            CHF 110
–
Retake final exam                                                         CHF 250
–
Credit by challenge                                                      CHF 250
–
Auditing exam                                                              CHF 200
–
Deferral fee for dissertation                                          CHF 250
–
Grade appeal                                                                CHF 250
–
Legalization fee                                                            CHF 450

Application fee                 CHF 200

BUSINESS FOUNDATION PROGRAM

Advanced tuition payment            CHF 4,000

–
Tuition fee per semester           CHF 11,400

UNDERGRADUATE | BACHELOR’S PROGRAMS

Advanced tuition payment                                       CHF 4,000
–
Tuition fee per semester 
(semesters one and two)           CHF 11,400
 –
Tuition fee per semester 
(semesters three thru six)           CHF 13,400
–
Optional semester for additional bachelor’s degree       CHF 13,400
 

MBA | MASTER’S PROGRAMS
 
Advanced tuition payment                  CHF 3,000

–
Price per term (three terms per year)         CHF 11,200

–
Optional additional qualification                                CHF 3,500

ONLINE MBA PROGRAM
 
Advanced tuition payment        €3,000
–
Price per term (three terms per year)                               €4,500
–
Optional additional qualification                                      €3,500

EXECUTIVE MBA PROGRAMS
 
Advanced tuition payment               CHF 3,000
–
Price for entire program (15 months)            CHF 33,600

TUITION FEES 2015/2016



LIKE US ON 
FACEBOOK
JOIN US ON 
LINKEDIN
FOLLOW US ON 
TWITTER
VISIT US ON OUR 
WEBSITE
WATCH US ON 
YOUTUBE

THE BUSINESS 
SCHOOL 3.0

:

Follow us on:

BLOG



EU Geneva
Quai du Seujet 18
1201 Geneva, Switzerland
T +41 22 779 26 71
F +41 22 779 26 73
info.gva@euruni.edu

EU Barcelona
Ganduxer 70
08021 Barcelona, Spain
T +34 93 201 81 71
F +34 93 201 79 35
info.bcn@euruni.edu

EU Montreux
Le Forum-Grand-Rue 3
1820 Montreux 2, Switzerland
T +41 21 964 84 64
F +41 21 964 84 68
info.mtx@euruni.edu
 

EU Administrative Office
Rue du Bassin 14
2000 Neuchâtel
T +41 32 724 22 26
F +41 32 724 22 28
info.ne@euruni.edu

EU Munich
Theresienhöhe 28
80339 Munich, Germany
T +49 89 5502 9595
F +49 89 5502 9504
info.muc@eumunich.com
     
EU Online
onlinecampus@euruni.edu

Programs in:

Moscow & Rostov-on-Don (Russia) | Almaty, Astana & Aktobe 
(Kazakhstan) | Taipei (Taiwan) | Hong Kong, Shenzhen, Shanghai 
& Beijing (China) | Kuala Lumpur & Kota Kinabalu (Malaysia)

Partnered with:

Follow us on:

Printed on 100% 
 recycled paperBLOG TV


