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St. Michael’s School was first established in 1923 and has been situated in Bryn since 1928. 
The school has a stable management history and its founders, the Rees brothers built its 
reputation of strong academic success. They retired and were replaced by former head boy, 
Mr Vaughan-Evans in 1962. The school continued to grow and thrive under his leadership then
Mr Daniel Sheehan took up the legacy in 1994-2012 and his emphasis remained on setting high
standards. The current Head Mr Alun Millington continues to promote and develop the culture
of academic excellence we have seen at the school’s core since its foundation more than 85
years ago. 

The Preparatory School was established in 1981 and has grown substantially. There are now
more than 400 pupils in the whole school. Both Prep and Senior Schools have always been 
fully co-educational and more recently the school has expanded its provision for international
students. 

Location
The school stands in its own private grounds of several acres in the village of Bryn which 
overlooks the Gower Peninsula. The school is close to the M4 and accessible from across South
West Wales. Our bus routes serve pupils from a wide geographical area.

Pastoral Care: The St. Michael’s Family
Each form is a supportive unit. Normally, the Form Teacher will move up the school with 
their pupils and is therefore well placed to offer the support, encouragement and guidance
achieved by such close, stable relationships. This system of support provides our pupils 
with someone to turn to if they are worried or concerned. In addition we have trained 
counsellors who offer confidential support to pupils on a case-by-case basis. They offer a
space where young people can talk in confidence and work through any problems with a
sympathetic, experienced and understanding adult.

PSHEE (Personal, Social, Health and Economic Education) is built into our timetable 
with weekly sessions and offers a chance to learn about and discuss, within their Form 
Group, the issues affecting their lives. Our PSHEE sessions are tailored to the needs of each
year group. At the end of every term, one to one meetings are arranged with Form Teachers
where pupils discuss their progress, targets and also talk through any concerns. Similar 
meetings can also be arranged with the Heads of Year.

A Culture of Excellence with Strong Foundations 
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"As Headteacher I am both honoured and privileged to serve the 
parents and pupils of St. Michael’s School. 

At St. Michael’s we offer a first-class education. We prize traditional
values of discipline and good manners, and take great care to 
promote the continual progress of each individual in and out of the
classroom. Our caring pastoral ethos and small class sizes provide 
an environment in which each pupil can reach their full potential.

St. Michael’s pupils achieve outstanding academic results because 
of the quality of our teaching and the excellent relationships that 
exist between pupils, parents and staff. Our curricular and 
extra-curricular 
flexibility gives us 
the chance to 
maximise the talents
and abilities of each 
individual.   

Thank you for 
taking an interest 
in St. Michael’s. 
I would be delighted 
for you to visit us 
and experience in 
person the atmosphere
and academic 
integrity of our 
excellent school."

Alun J Millington 
MA (Oxon) PGCE 
Headteacher
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St. Michael’s is a local school
with a national reputation, 
consistently listed in the UK 
top 100 Independent Schools
for A level results. We have 
regularly been placed first 
Co-Educational Independent
School in Wales for GCSE 
results, achieving peak results 
of 75% at grade A/A*. 

Almost all of our sixth form
pupils go on to the universities

of their choice and we have a
long tradition of sending pupils
to Oxford and Cambridge. Our
pupils shine academically and
we are proud of the learning
  environment we foster. It is one
where gifted and talented 
students can really be stretched,
but also one which supports
and encourages less able pupils 
and helps them flourish 
academically. 

Fostering Academic 
Excellence 
At the last Estyn 
inspection we received 
the following praise: “Pupils
of all ages have a very good
attitude to learning. They
are exceptionally well 
motivated, with a strong
drive to succeed.”
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We provide a learning 
environment where pupils excel –
small class sizes, flexibility, 
a strong culture of discipline and
a positive work ethic.
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“The academic standards are 
very high and it’s a good challenge
to live up to them.”
Year 9 Pupil

Lower School: Years 7 to 9 
We offer pupils at this Key Stage
a wide range of opportunities
for teaching and learning. We
follow the National Curriculum
subject guidelines for learning at
this Key Stage, but are 
determined to offer teachers
freedom to develop and modify
the curriculum in order to
stretch, challenge and engage
our pupils. Pupils usually study

as a Form Group in these years,
but we stream in Maths and
English from Year 8 onwards.
We are keen to offer learning
environments which are flexible
and enriching and can be 
tailored to suit the needs of
each class, whilst equipping
pupils to face their GCSEs with
confidence. We are lucky to
work with many gifted and 

talented pupils, and we are able
to offer opportunities which
stretch and challenge, enabling
some pupils to sit GCSEs early.

As a result, our curriculum in
these years is broad and 
balanced, but gives pupils a
thorough grounding. From Year
8 onwards for instance, Sciences
are taught as three separate
subjects. 
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Information Technology is
taught from Year 7 and we offer
a broader range of languages
than is often found in other
schools. French is compulsory,
but Welsh is also on offer from
Year 8 and Spanish can be 
studied at the end of Year 9. 

  An afternoon of extra-curricular
activities is arranged weekly for
Years 7 and 8. 

These activities range from 
skiing to rock climbing and
drama, and are important in 
developing social relationships,
providing pupils with challenges
outside the classroom and 
introducing them to new 
opportunities.

At the end of Year 9, pupils 
are guided through the GCSE
Options selection process and it

is something which we take a
great deal of time and care over.
We are as flexible as possible,
and consult parents and pupils
extensively in order that a 
balanced and appropriate 
selection is made which suits the
need of each child.
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Upper School: 
GCSEs in Years 10 and 11 
Most pupils will sit 9 or 10 GCSE examinations, but we work
with pupils very closely to monitor progress and some students
take fewer subjects in order to be supported further in literacy
or numeracy if necessary. Again, we encourage a broad range,
and specialisation is left as late as possible in order that 
decisions about future careers are considered carefully and 
options are left open. We offer a flexible approach to learning
and are keen to stretch those who need it and offer support
where it is needed too. Gifted and talented mathematicians are
able to be ‘Fast Tracked’ each year, taking their examinations in
Year 10 and achieving outstanding results year after year. 
We have also provided similar opportunities in English and 
Languages and our pupils have achieved similarly outstanding
results.

“Everyone is so 
helpful and positive
here. I feel and have
always felt I can get
support if I need it.”
Year 11 Pupil

Compulsory at GCSE:
• A science subject
• English Language
• English Literature
• French or Spanish
• Maths

Options at GCSE:

• Art/Craft/Textiles 
& Design

• Biology
• Business Studies
• Chemistry
• Chinese
• Drama
• Geography

(Subjects currently on offer)

• History
• I T
• Latin
• Music
• Physical Education
• Physics
• Psychology
• Welsh
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Sixth Form

(Subjects currently on offer)

Most students will take 4 A Level subjects. 
We understand the importance at this stage
for each individual to gain the correct 
guidance when choosing subjects that will
lead them onto their chosen degree path.
We also believe in encouraging and 
fostering independent learning as a way 
of preparing our pupils for the demands 
of higher education.

At St. Michael’s we focus strongly on high
value ‘facilitating’ subjects and student 
application/entry into top universities. 
For our previous A Level results please refer
to our website (www.stmikes.co.uk). Each
year we have great success with student 
progression to degree courses in a wide
range of subject areas, including some of
the most competitive courses: Medicine,
Dentistry, Pharmacy, Law and Finance. 
We always have a high ranking within the 
independent schools’ list and we pride 
ourselves on our students’ consistently
strong results. We adopt an holistic 
approach to the university application
process, helping pupils with choices of
course and institution, attendance to sixth
form taster courses in Medicine, Law and
Business as well as ensuring they focus on
developing their personal statement. Most
students succeed in gaining a place at the
institution of their choice.

• Art
• Biology
• Business Studies
• Chemistry
• Computer Science
• Drama & Theatre Studies
• Economics
• English Literature 
• French
• Finance

• Geography
• History
• Law
• Maths & Further Maths
• Music 
• Physics
• Psychology
• Spanish
• Welsh

Options at A Level:
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“The small classes and supportive staff 
at St. Michael’s have enabled me to 
make the most of my abilities and 
achieve success in all areas of study.”
Year 13 Pupil

SM2015_10_11_FinalAW:Layout 1  05/06/2015  15:21  Page 2



www.stmikes.co.uk

Academic Programmes for International Students 
St. Michael’s School has boarding provision to take students from 11 up to 18 years of age. For students
whose English ability allows they will join their relevant year group and study either: Pre GCSE, GCSE or 
A Level programmes.

However we do offer a GCSE preparation programme which allows those students with weaker English to
undertake EFL lessons with the inclusion of some academic classes. The aim is for them to progress onto the
GCSE programme at the age of 14 and ensure they meet both linguistic and academic requirements.

We also offer a High School Experience for international and European students who wish to join 
St. Michael’s for one or two terms. Students will integrate into one of our full-time programmes and the
choice of programme will depend on; age of the student, level of English and academic history. It is a great
way to sample life at a British boarding school and be immersed into the English Language.

All international students studying on any of our academic programmes are offered English Language 
lessons (EFL) where required. In the light of universities asking for 6.5 to 7 on the IELTS test (International
English Language Testing System) for entry onto degree courses we recognise the importance of making
sure each student has ample opportunity to develop their language skills to the required level.

International Admissions
We work with each student or their parent / guardian / agent to establish current academic and English 
levels to advise on the most suitable programme.

We have an online application form which can be completed and submitted along with school reports 
and any English Language certificates in the first instance. Then we will liaise closely to guide you with the 
application and we can provide an online English test if required along with any academic tests we require.

If you would like further information or you have any questions, please contact admissions@stmikes.co.uk

Boarding at St. Michael’s
Set in their own grounds located in a small village close to the Welsh coastal town of Llanelli, St. Michael’s
boarding houses are in a semi-rural environment.

Parc House is a historic mansion set in an acre of grounds in the village of Llangennech, less than minutes
from the school site and offers single or shared rooms. Ty Mawr House is a new purpose built block with
single en-suite rooms and set in the school grounds. Both houses have a spacious recreation room with 
internet access in which pupils can socialise and relax.

Our house parents, staff and accommodation ensure a safe, caring, friendly and homely atmosphere. We
have a strong sense of family spirit and cater for all pupils needs from every corner of the world. All of our
staff have a great deal of experience and have been chosen for their patience, good humour, strong 
pastoral care and energy. Boarders attend supervised study periods from Sunday to Thursday to complete
coursework, homework and revision, these sessions take place both in school and at home.

Meals are provided three times a day with a good choice of healthy balanced options. Any special dietary 
requirements are also catered for.
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Discipline
Our organisation of the school into Lower School, Upper School and Sixth Form allows us to monitor 
behaviour and progress closely and appropriately. We have very high standards of behaviour and do not
tolerate any behaviour which is disrespectful to others or the school environment. We expect our pupils to
present themselves impeccably, wearing the school uniform correctly, and to behave with courtesy, maturity
and sensitivity to the needs of others. 

Our rules are clear and are continually reinforced to make the school environment a safe, happy and 
positive one where pupils and teachers can work successfully together. Inappropriate behaviour is punished
accordingly.

Careers
Extensive provision is made for careers guidance in the school and we have formed a strong partnership
with Careers Wales, who support us in guiding our pupils at the important stages of their school lives. Year
9 receive careful and detailed advice and support on GCSE options and Year 10, 11 and 12 pupils are given
one to one careers interviews as well as meetings with Heads of Year to discuss Further and Higher 
Education and career choices. 

Year 10, 11 and 12 also visit careers fairs, take part in mock interviews and we arrange training from 
Careers Wales at various times of the year. Upper Sixth Pupils are given detailed advice and support in order
to complete their UCAS applications and make appropriate choices.

Reports and Examinations
Internal examinations for all Senior School pupils in all subjects are held at the end of the Autumn and
Summer Terms - and detailed reports posted to parents immediately afterwards. We also run half termly
tests in all subjects and write half term progress reports. We pride ourselves on this culture of testing to
monitor and track progress. It gives our students a real advantage when they come to sit external 
examinations and feel prepared and experienced at working under formal, timed conditions.

Regular close contact with parents is essential, and we keep parents informed about their child’s progress
through our reporting system in addition to annual Parents’ Evenings. We like to foster close relationships
with parents, and we welcome parental contact. It is always possible to arrange a visit, or chat on the
phone with subject teachers, form teachers or Heads of Year if there are questions or concerns. You will 
always find us approachable and communicative.

Homework
We have always believed in instilling a positive work ethic at St. Michael’s and the importance of routine
homework setting and its conscientious and careful completion is essential if children are to flourish and
share some responsibility for their learning. Each Form has a homework timetable, and homework is set 
accordingly – an average of four subjects per day requiring work to be done at home. 

Pupil planners are also issued to every pupil to help with organisation. These provide another link between
home and school as parents and teachers check the planners weekly.

School Meals
A good variety of wholesome, home-cooked food is served each day in our canteen and we are committed
to offering healthy options. Salads, vegetarian meals and sandwiches are available every day, and for those
students who wish to bring their own lunch, a sandwich room is provided.
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Music and Expressive Arts
We are well-resourced with 
dedicated teaching and 
rehearsal space for Art, Music
and Drama. Music is an integral
and celebrated part of school
life at St. Michael’s and we are 
immensely proud of and 
passionate about the work done
each year by teachers and
pupils. We have a wealth of 
talent and enthusiasm in the
school and the staff work with
pupils to inspire creativity, 
confidence and excellence in
music, art, speech and drama.

The faculty offers many 
extra-curricular activities and 
opportunities for performance
across all year groups. Many
pupils take instrument, speech
or singing lessons with a 
dedicated visiting teacher and
are encouraged to join one of
our music groups at lunchtime
or after school. Activities include
Wind Band, Jazz Band, Chamber
Choir and Orchestra.

Each year we hold a number of
concerts which enable pupils to

work together in performance. 
In the Autumn Term we hold a
Carol Service and Christmas 
Concert, both helping form 
relationships with parents and
the wider community. We hold
an annual Senior School Musical
every Spring in the local theatre
and the Summer boasts the 
Senior School Proms Concert.
Drama and Art presentation
evenings for GCSE and A level
students also showcase our 
talent.
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Healthy Bodies, Healthy Minds: 
Sport at St. Michael’s
We believe in the importance of
keeping our children healthy
and active and providing time
away from the classroom 
during the school week. All
pupils take 2 lessons of games
per week as part of the
timetable. 

In addition, there are many
lunchtime sports on offer and
the school takes part in many
inter-schools competitions.
There is a strong House System
in place where there are 
Inter-House cups for rugby,
swimming, athletics and winter

sports. The school has Under
13, Under 15 and Senior teams
with regular fixtures against
other schools and we offer a
GCSE PE programme.

The school has its own games
field as well as tennis, netball
and basketball courts. We also
take pupils out for activities
such as swimming, climbing
and golf in Years 7-9. Despite
our relatively small size, we
cater for every level of 
enthusiasm and ability and it is
hoped that all our pupils will
enjoy taking part in sports and

activities. Many of our pupils
have gained County and 
National honours in a range of
sports including athletics, rugby,
show jumping and tennis and
the school has been lucky
enough to receive national
recognition for its contributions
to sporting success. We offer
support and encouragement to
our talented sportsmen and
women, and help them manage
their time and commitments 
effectively.
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Extra-Curricular Activities
In addition to the various opportunities available in Speech, Music and Drama, we offer a range of 
activities to pupils in and outside school. It is important for pupils to be in touch with as many 
experiences as possible, develop new skills and form new relationships. 

Chess, Chinese Language Club, Climbing, Debating, Duke of Edinburgh, Golf, Lunchtime Sports, 
Orienteering, School Magazine and Skiing.

Activities on offer include:
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The Wider Community: 
St. Michael’s and Beyond

Each term a number of trips and excursions are offered as part of the curriculum. These trips are 
important in consolidating and building on what is learned in the classroom, and opening minds to
new ideas. There are regular visits to places like Bristol, London and Stratford for the theatre and 
museums with English and History, visits to the Senedd in Cardiff with Politics and Citizenship, 
Geography Field trips as well as Study days at universities in languages and mathematics. Every year,
skiing trips are arranged in the Autumn or Spring terms.

Each year our pupils and their charity committee raise an impressive amount of money for local and
national charities and community projects. We have a strong standing in the local community and 
our pupils are encouraged to develop an altruistic attitude to life – sharing and giving and being 
sensitive to the needs of others.

We have an active P.T.A. and the team have worked hard over the years to manage social events 
and raise money for special projects. Their work for the school is invaluable and every year the 
Association organises an annual School Ball, Christmas and Summer Fayres.

The St. Michael’s Old Students’ Association continues to thrive and many of our ex pupils continue 
to make regular appearances at our Christmas Ball, annual concerts and other functions. It is a great 
reflection of the positive and long lasting relationships we form with our pupils and we are proud to
think that the St. Michael’s family is such an extended one.

School Trips

Fundraising

Parent-Teacher Association

Alumni

Student Council

“St. Michael’s has provided me with a platform to develop both academically and socially.
Students are highly motivated and provide each other with good peer support. The teachers
are very supportive and committed to teaching.”
Year 13 Pupil
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Christmas Ball

Ski Trip, Austria

Pembrey Ski Centre

Harry Potter Studio Tour

The Globe Theatre

Duke of Edinburgh
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