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DESTINATION GUIDE – BUSAN, KOREA

Busan, located along the beautiful coastline, is the second largest city in South 
Korea and has a relaxing and laidback holiday-resort-city vibe to it. Even though 
it is a city, Busan offers the best of both worlds with a lot of nature to explore. 
Busan is the perfect blend of both the city and country life. Not to forget the 
beautiful beaches, making Busan a popular summer tourist spot for both 
tourists and locals alike. Also, check out our Top 10 Things to Do in Busan on our 
blog here.

https://lexisbusan.com/2017/08/30/the-best-of-busan-top-10-things-to-do/
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For most, Haeundae Beach is what first comes to mind when they think 
of Busan. As the icon of Busan, the white sandy shores become packed 
with beachgoers during the day and party animals in the evening in 
summer. You will find the beach covered with beach umbrellas from 
end-to-end for those wanting to enjoy some beachside relaxationa, 
those wanting a bit more of an adrenaline rush enjoy the water sports 
such as jet-skiing and banana boat rides.

HAEUNDAE BEACH

Whilst Haeundae may be the most popular beach, Gwangalli beach 
is not too far behind especially with the majestic Gwangan Bridge 
that spans across the sea. Known also as the diamond bridge when 
it is beautifully lit up at night, Gwangalli has a more romantic vibe 
where visitors are able to stroll on the beach and feel the sea breeze 
caress their faces. There are also lots of restaurants, cafes and trendy 
beachside bars you may want to stop at for a bite or a drink. During 
summer, the beach turns into a stage offering entertainment to visitors 
in the form of busking, magic shows or dance performances.

GWANGALLI BEACH

The main attraction at Songdo Beach is the 365-meter long skywalk 
that is built above sea with glass bottom, allowing visitors to watch 
the crashing waves underneath. The skywalk is open and well lit until 
11pm so visitors can enjoy the beautiful nightscape. There is also 
cable car service where visitors are able to allow visitors to travel 
from Songnim Park to Annam Park and see the area from a different 
perspective. 

SONGDO BEACH

Known as a surfer’s paradise, Songjeong’s shallow waters, gentle 
waves and warm water temperature make this beach surfer-friendly all 
year round. Songjeong is a more secluded option for those who are not 
big fans of the crowd. On the right edge of the beach facing the ocean, 
there is also Gudeokpo Café Street where café-goers are able to enjoy 
their hand-drip coffee and desserts with the view of the ocean.

SONGJEONG BEACH

The sunset at Dadaepo is so magnificent that it attracts many amateur 
photogprahers who want to capture the beautiful sunset, whilst many 
families visit Dadaepo to enjoy the mud flats. It is recommended to visit 
Dadaepo during when the sun sets to also catch the Sunset of Fountain 
Dreams – a huge musical fountain that comes to life at night, and 
water that shoots as high as 55 meters dances to the variety genres of 
background music. 

DADAEPO BEACH 

BEACH SEASON
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Located just right across the road from Lexis Busan is 
토마토도시락 (Tomato Dosirak) and 옹헤야불백 (Ong-Hye-Ya-
Bul-Baek), where you can get tasty and filling lunch options 
from as low as KRW3,500.

STUDENT-FRIENDLY EATS AND 
DRINKS AROUND LEXIS BUSAN

Lexis Busan campus is located in downtown Seomyeon – Busan’s 
‘student area’, offering a huge variety of tasty food options without 
breaking the bank. Our students have shared with us a list of the 
places they visit the most during their studies with us.

We have students who often take-away their own dosirak 
(which translates to lunch box) from 토마토도시락 and 
dine together at our Student Lounge. Some others though 
prefer to head out to one of the many restaurants nearby 
for a meal.

Lexis Busan campus is located in downtown Seomyeon – Busan’s ‘student area’, offering a huge variety of tasty 
food options without breaking the bank. Our students have shared with us a list of the places they visit the most 
during their studies with us.

The street right behind where we’re located houses a 
few restaurants that offer budget-friendly meals. One of 
the popular lunch spot amongst our students is 시로이 
돈까스 that serves huge donkatsu meals from KRW5,000 to 
KRW8,000 for those needing a good protein fix. You won’t 
need dinner.

Another popular spot is Woojung Bibimbap with the menu 
ranging between KRW4,000 to KRW7,000. Economical for 
a student’s wallet and the bibimbap (Korean mixed rice) 
served there is also delicious and filling. There are two 
branches located close to Lexis Busan and more often than 
not we’d find our students there during lunch. 

For those missing western 
food, it’s easy to grab a 
quick breakfast or simple 
sandwich. We would then 
point them towards both 
또아식빵 and Tous les Jours 
bakeries which are only a 
short 3 minutes walk away.  
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Usually after classes, our students would either hang around the Student Lounge to do 
their homework or chit chat with their peers whilst taking the opportunity to practice 
their speaking skills with our local Korean students, who are studying English at our 
campus.

There are also some students who on the other hand, prefer a good cup of coffee while 
they study, so they’d head out to a nearby café.

Our students are regulars at Holly’s Café which is conveniently located on the 1st and 
2nd floor of the school building,  DS Tower. The second floor provides a spacious area, 
allowing our students to comfortably hang out with their friends.
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Paik’s Coffee 백다방 just around the corner from Lexis Busan campus is also a spot that our 
students visit frequently. The coffee at Paik’s Coffee is said to be good value for money and that the 
environment is great for them to do some revisions together.

More often than not, we’d find our students walk in 
the door in the morning with a cup of Compose Coffee 
in hand. Our students have mentioned that Compose 
Coffee serves good yet cheap coffee which is “great 
value for money”.

Adjacent to the school, is the popular Jeonpo Café 
Street, and as its name suggest, the area is made up 
of many charming cafes offering unique coffee and 
desserts as well as individual restaurants that serves 
delicious, tasty meals. The cafes and restaurants 
are quirky, trendy and are perfect hang out spots for 
students especially in the afternoons and evenings. 

In Seomyeon, you could eat breakfast, lunch and dinner each day for years and never go to the same place twice!
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Seomyeon, where Lexis Busan campus is located, is a favourite 
hangout for Busan’s youth with many bars and restaurants that line the 
streets. Simply pick any bar of your choice, and head in to mingle with 
the locals, or you can always head to Thursday Party, known as one 
of the hottest hangout spots especially for the university crowd. With 
K-pop blasting in the background, free popcorn, cheap draught and a 
casual vibe, it’s no wonder it’s such a hit amongst youngsters. 

SEOMYEON AREA

Both Haeundae and Gwangalli Beaches are great places to hang out. 
Students often head out to the beaches, and on their way grab a couple 
of beers/soju and snacks from a nearby convenience store. It’s budget-
friendly and in summer, there are even performers at the beach to 
boot. In Korea, it is also possible to order for fried chicken delivery by 
providing them with a landmark to meet-up. You can even get some 
sparklers for a bit of fun by the beach. 

HAEUNDAE BEACH & GWANGALLI BEACH

You know you can always have a great night if you head to Haeundae 
area. You can kick the night off at Billie Jean bar for its generous steak 
portion if you’ve had enough of K-food. It’s also good to unwind with 
a drink or two, whilst having a game or two of darts or pool. Or you 
can head to Fuzzy Navel, a happening Mexican bar for some tacos 
and margarita before you dance the night away at Club Elune or Club 
Maktum. 

HAEUNDAE AREA

Gorilla Brewing offers a range of stout and quality craft beers, making 
it a popular spot especially amongst foreigners who have turned to 
regulars at the pub. They often have events ongoing including comedy 
nights, various party events, and even beer yoga for those wanting 
a new, unique experience. Thursday Party also has another branch 
in Gwangalli, just right by the beach, for those wanting a view of the 
Gwangan Bridge and its beautiful rainbow lights.

GWANGAN AREA

Located within Shinsegae, the world’s largest department store, 
Spaland is the optimal place to hang out amongst students, especially 
with their newly made Korean friends. For those wanting to experience 
the culture of Korea’s jjimjilbang, Spaland is home to various spa 
and sauna facilities including outdoor baths and themed dry sauna 
facilities, as well as ice rooms for those who enjoy the cold. Whilst they 
do have alcohol beverages on site as well, but usually the locals would 
wind down with sik-hye (Korean sweet rice punch) instead.

SPALAND [FOR THE NON-ALCOHOLIC]

TOP 5 STUDENT HANGOUT AREAS
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Busan located close to the ocean, 
boasts a plethora of the freshest 

seafood. One is able to enjoy a variety 
of different seafood at Jagalchi 

Market, known to be the largest fish 
market in Korea. Don’t miss out on 

raw fish if you’re in Busan!

FRESH SEAFOOD 해산물
Pork rice soup is one of Busan’s 
most popular local delicacies. 

Packed with earthy flavours, pork 
rice soup is a hearty, dense soup 
that will be sure to kick start your 

day right.

DWAEJI GUKBAP 돼지국밥
Another culinary staple in Busan is 
definitely mil-myeon which is cold 
wheat noodles usually served with 
shredded cucumbers, boiled eggs, 
and meat slices in cold icy broth or 

dry but mixed with sweet, spicy chilli 
sauce.

MIL-MYEON 밀면

Fish cakes are a popular street snacks 
in Korea, but Busan takes pride in extra 
delicious fish cakes. You will find many 
road side stalls that sells eo-muk and 

also fishcake specialty stores where many 
would buy fish cakes as souvenirs or gifts.

EO-MUK 어묵
For those with a sweet tooth, ssiat hotteok is 

not to be missed. This sweet pancake is stuffed 
with cinnamon-flavoured brown sugar and filled 
with sunflower seeds and nuts. There are many 

hotteok carts especially in the Nampo-dong 
alleys, close to where the BIFF square is. 

SSI-AT HOTTEOK 시앗호떡

TOP 5 BUSAN LOCAL DELICACY

TOP 5 WEEKEND GETAWAYS FROM BUSAN

Located only 1.5 hours drive away, you can easily take a day trip to Geoje Island or perhaps even a weekend away 
to both Geoje and Tongyeong.

GEOJE ISLAND & TONGYEONG

The Windy Hill is one of the most popular attraction in Geoje featuring a Dutch-type windmill atop a glass-covered 
steep hill. Also check out Oedo-Botania, a marine botanical garden with the ocean in the background and various 
sculptures. Seafood lovers would find Geoje an absolute paradise especially since sliced raw fish is known to be 
the signature dish of Geoje. Make sure to also try 게장 ge-jang - raw crabs marinated in soy sauce or sweet spicy 
chilli sauce. 
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A bridge connects Geoje to Tongyeong that takes less than an hour’s drive. Jangsado Sea Park is not to be 
missed, with a plethora of flora and fauna to explore. Another attraction to check out is the quaint Dongpirang 
Mural Village that has no wall left uncovered, good for photos and your social media feed. Whilst you’re in 
Tongyeong, make sure to try the honey bread – deep fried balls that are filled with red bean, green bean, sweet 
potato, or chestnut, then honey-glazed and sprinkled with sesame seeds. 

GEOJE ISLAND & TONGYEONG
You can easily catch the train or bus from to get to Ulsan, located a short hour ride away up north from Busan. 
Home to of one of the world’s largest shipbuilders, you are able to get a tour of Hyundai Heavy Industries whilst in 
Ulsan.

Other highlights you are able to check out whilst in Ulsan include Ulsan Grand Park, Daewangam Park, 
Jangsaengpo Whale Museum, Taehwa River Grand Park, Ulsan Museum, Paraeso Falls, Ganjeolgot Cape, 
Bangudae Cliff, Seoknamsa Temple and Hongryu Falls In Sinbulsan Mountain.

JEJU ISLAND
A short 50-minutes plane ride away from Busan, the island’s beautiful beaches, lush countryside, and seaside 
hotels are designed for a good relaxing weekend trip. There are plenty to do on the island, and whilst a weekend 
trip away may not suffice, you can always return again. Those who prefer to be active can hike up Hallasan, South 
Korea’s highest mountain, or UNESCO World Heritage Sites Seongsan Ilchul-bong.

Jeju Island is also a nature’s paradise with pristine beaches and breathtaking waterfalls namely the Jeongbang, 
Cheonjeyeon and Cheonjiyeon Falls. It is also worth checking out yet another UNESCO site for huge lava tubes at 
Manjanggul Cave. If you’re a fan of tea, the O’Sulluc Green Tea farm is also worth checking out.
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Home to a remarkable number of historical sites from the Silla Kingdom, you will find many giant tombs around 
– they are the resting place of kings and nobles. Many visit Gyeongju to visit the Bulguksa Temple, designated 
UNESCO World Heritage site followed by Seokguram Grotto, which is also a must visit as it contains the famous 
Bonjon statue, one of Korea’s national treasure.

GYEONGJU

It is also recommended to then catch the sunset at Cheomsongdae Observatory then head to the beautiful man-
made Anapji Pond at night, when it beautifully reflects the orange lights from the palace building.

There are plenty of other cities to the south of Korea that one can go on weekend trips for such as Daegu, 
Suncheon, Jinju, Namhae, Boseong, and Gwangju, just to name a few. But for those who need to make a 
quick visa run to extend your stay in South Korea, we’ve listed Japan as one of our Top 5 weekend trip getaway 
destination from Busan.

JAPAN - TSUSHIMA ISLAND OR FUKUOKA 
Both Tsushima Island and Fukuoka are the nearest from Busan for those wanting a short trip out of the country.

You can catch the 1.5 hour ferry ride to Tsushima Island, spend the day indulging in some Japanese local food 
then come back in the evening. If you’re up for a weekend away, you can get to Fukuoka either by ferry or plane. 

BUSAN 2018 FESTIVALS GUIDE
- Haeundae Sand Festival: May 26-29
- Busan Port Festival: May 26-28
- Busan International Dance Festival: June 1 – 5
- Centum Beer Festival: June 1-11
- Taejongsa Hydrangea Festival: June 24 to July 2
- Busan International Kids & Youth Film Festival: July 11-17
- Busan Sea Festival: August 1-6
- Busan International Comedy Festival: August 24 – September 2
- Busan International Film Festival (BIFF): October 4-13
- Busan One Asia Festival: October 20-28
- Busan Fireworks Festival: October 27
- Independent Film Festival Busan 2018: November 22 – 26
- Busan Christmas Tree Cultural Festival: December


