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LEVELS 
The UJELP model presents the particularity of imbedding language and technology in 
an English course for international students, which is structured or subdivided into six (6) 
levels as follows: 
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-  Vocabulary and terminology
-  Pronunciation
-  Enunciation
-  Intonation
-  Dealing with homesickness and a 

sense of isolation
-  Adjusting to a foreign culture and 

community
-  Grammatical structures
-  Comprehension 

ELEMENTARY B  
- Vocabulary and terminology
- Pronunciation
- Enunciation
- Intonation
- Dealing with homesickness and a 

sense of isolation
- Adjusting to a foreign culture and 

community
- Grammatical structures
- Comprehension of basic academic 

texts
- Annotating
- Paraphrasing
- Idiomatic language
- Listening 
- Acronyms
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- The Study Cycle
- Critical reading
- Skimming and scanning
- Reading strategies (SQ3R)
- Vocabulary and terminology
- Presentations
- Analyse assignment questions – set 

milestones for the assignment
- Taking notes in a lecture 
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INTERMEDIATE B
- Understanding genres of writing
- Understanding the writing process
- Paraphrasing
- Coherent paragraphs and linking 

words
- Critical Reading
- Note making 
- Preparing for a lecture
- Presentations (small groups)
- Time Management
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- Academic literacy
- Comparisons of texts for differences 

and similarities
- Stating one’s own point of view
- Academic Register
- Plagiarism
- Citation
- Presentations (small groups)
- Time Management
- Introduction to report writing
- Revising and editing
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- Language literacy
- Research and report writing
- Argument
- Referencing techniques
- Stating point of view
- Synthesising different voices
- Differentiating between bias,
 fact, opinion
- Presentations
- Analysing assessment questions 

according to time restraints
- Time Management
- Preparation for IELTS
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The language course 
may be completed 
over a period of nine 
months or thirty-six 
weeks; that is, six weeks 
per level, depending 
on each particular 
student’s learning pace.
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Both the placement 
test and the language 
course are rolled out 
by instructors who are 
qualifi ed and experienced 
in EFL and ESL pedagogy 
and assessment, most of 
whom are employed in the 
Academic Development 
and Support division of the 
University.

CONTACT US:
Ms. Shantelle Sass
Division of Internationalisation
Telephone: 011 559 3129
Email: ssass@uj.ac.za 
Ms. Jo-Anne Mooney
UJELP Coordinator 
Telephone: 011 559 3488
Email: jo-annem@uj.ac.za

A candidate may be 
enrolled on the UJELP 
programme if s/he:
•	 is	in	possession	of	a	

certifi cate or diploma 
of completion of 
the secondary/ high 
school education.

•	 has	not	taken	the	
IELTS or TOEFL 
language test.

•	 did	not	achieve	
the required IELTS 
or TOEFL scores 
for admission at 
the University of 
Johannesburg. 

Applicants should 
contact the Division of 
Internationalisation of the 
University for Enrolment. 



INTRODUCTION 
UJELP was initiated by the Internationalisation Office and the Academic Development 
Centre of the University of Johannesburg, in response to the severity of the language 
problems faced by international students both upon registration and during their 
studies. The programme was intended to improve the students’ English language 
and academic literacies skills.  It consists of a placement test and a language teaching 
module delivered through direct instruction.

THE UNIVERSITY OF JOHANNESBURG 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE PROGRAMME (UJELP)

TWO ASPECTS OF THE PROGRAMME
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on the Common European 
Framework of Reference 
(Elementary A and B, Inter-
mediate A and B, Advanced 
A and B), details of which are 
given in the next section.The 
placement test is administered 
to all applicants who did not 
write the IELTS or TOEFL 
language tests and those who 
obtained a score lower than 
that required for admission at 
the University of Johannesburg. 
The test comprises four 
examinations, namely a grammar 
and vocabulary test, a writing 
test, a listening test and an oral 
presentation test. These tests 
are taken consecutively over a 
day or two to ensure reliability 
of results. 

Using the placement test 
results, students are admitted 
into various levels from 
Elementary A to Advanced 
B to take weekly language 
lessons facilitated by 
designated instructors. The 
particularity of the UJELP 
language teaching model 
is that materials have been 
made available online 
through ULink, a University 
online teaching and learning 
platform, in such a manner 
that students can access 
them and consolidate their 
knowledge and skills at their 
own convenience after class.

THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK OF THE UJELP MODEL 
Theoretically, the teaching and assessment practices of UJELP are underpinned by the 
provisions of the Common European Framework of Reference (CEFR) established in 2001 
by the Council of Europe for Language for language courses’ levels. The Framework 
describes language learners’ ability in terms of speaking, reading, listening, and writing 
at six reference levels, which may be adapted to suit the South African context. The 
vertical dimension of the CEFR describes the progression through the levels:

Table 1: The Common European Framework of Reference of Language (Council of Europe, 2001)  
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C2 Mastery
(Advanced B)

Learner can communicate fluently, spontaneously, without searching 
for expressions, even in complex situations. S/he can summarise 
information from different spoken and written sources, reconstruct 
arguments and accounts in a coherent presentation. Learner can 
express him/herself spontaneously, very fluently, and precisely, 
differentiating finer shades of meaning, even in more complex 
situations.

C1 Effective 
Operational
(Advanced 
A)

Learner can understand a wide range of demanding, longer texts, 
and recognise implicit meaning. S/he can express him/ herself 
fluently and spontaneously, without much obvious searching for 
expressions. Learner can use language flexibly and effectively for 
social, academic and professional purposes. Learner can produce 
clear, well-structured, detailed texts on complex subjects, showing 
controlled use of organisational patterns,  and cohesive devices 
(connectors).
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B2 Vantage
(Inter-
mediate B)

Learner can understand the main ideas of complex text on both 
concrete and abstract topics, including technical discussions in 
his/her field of specialisation. S/he can interact with a degree of 
fluency and spontaneity that makes regular interaction with native 
speakers quite possible without strain for either party. Learner can 
produce clear, detailed texts on a wide range of subjects and can 
express a viewpoint on a topical issue, giving the advantages and 
disadvantages of various options.

B1 Threshold 
(Inter-
mediate A)

Learner can understand the main points of clear standard input on 
familiar matters regularly encountered in work, school, leisure,  and 
so on. S/he can deal with most situations, which may arise whilst 
travelling in an area where the language is spoken. Learner can 
produce simple connected texts on topics which are familiar or 
of personal interest. S/he can describe experiences and events, 
dreams, hopes and ambitions and briefly give reasons and 
explanations for opinions and plans.
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A2 Way stage
(Elemen-
tary B)

Learner can understand sentences and frequently used expressions 
related to areas of most immediate relevance (e.g. very basic 
personal and family information, shopping, local geography, 
employment). S/he can communicate in simple and routine tasks 
requiring a simple and direct exchange of information on familiar 
and routine matters.

Learner can describe, in simple terms, aspects of his/her 
background, immediate environment, and matters in areas of 
immediate need.

A1 Break-
through
(Elemen-
tary A)

Learner can understand and use familiar everyday expressions and 
very basic phrases aimed at the satisfaction of needs of a concrete 
type. S/he can introduce him/ herself and others, and can ask and 
answer questions about personal details such as where he/she lives, 
people he/she knows, and things he/she has. Learner can interact in 
a simple way, provided the other person talks slowly and clearly and 
is prepared to help.
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S•	 The	purpose	of	the	

UJELP is to facilitate 
the acquisition and 
reinforcement of 
the reading, writing, 
speaking, and listening 
skills of international 
students for both 
communicative and 
academic purposes.  
UJELP will primarily serve 
as a platform for students 
to learn and practise 
the academic, social, 
and behavioural skills 
suitable for an academic 
environment. It will aim 
to:

	 •	Provide	non-English		 	
 speaking international  
 students with language  
 and literacies assistance  
 and support through   
 collaboration;

	 •		Provide	non-English		 	
 speaking international  
 students with the   
 opportunity to practise  
 English in an academic  
 environment; and

	 •		Socialise	the			 	
 international students   
 into the conventions   
 and language of their 

  respective academic   
 communities. 

•		The	objectives	of	the	UJELP	
are primarily informed by 
the findings of a needs 
analysis conducted through 
interviews with UJ staff 
and an online survey with 
students. The objectives are 
as follows: 

	 •	 to	develop	students’
   language and academic
   literacies skills and ensure
   that they can transfer
   the acquired skills to
   other learning contexts, if
   necessary; 

	 •	 to	ensure	that	the
   academic community
   is aware of the  students’
   varying experiences and
   expectations in terms
   of language and literacies
   and cater for these in
   their teaching practices;

	 •	 to	provide	lecturers
   with a platform to engage
   with students and raise
   awareness about
   the various discourse
   communities.


