
AGES   3   4   5   6   7   8   9   10   11   12   13   14   15   16   17   18

Truro School Sixth Form

The Springboard to your Future



Contents
The following pages provide an insight into what Truro School 
Sixth Form has to offer. From our proven academic track record 
to our careers and university programmes, discover how our 
Sixth Form can set you up for life. 

3 .........Welcome to Truro School Sixth Form

4 .........A Welcome from Head and Deputy Head of Sixth Form

6 .........Top Inspection Grades

8 .........Exceptional Results

10 ......University & Further Study

11 ......Our Careers Service

12 ......Overseas Universities Initiative

14 ......The Medical Pathways Programme

16 ......Beyond the Classroom

18 ......Student Views

20 ......Life After A-Levels

22 ......Final Words from the Headmaster

For information on our range of subject 
options, including the Extended Project 
Qualification, please refer to our separate 
Sixth Form Course Guide, which contains 
details of 23 courses: 

Art   •   Biology   •   Business Studies 

Chemistry   •   Computer Science 

Cookery   •   Design Technology 

Drama and Theatre Studies 

Economics   •   English Literature 

The Extended Project Qualification 

Geography   •   Geology   •   History 

Mathematics   •   Modern Languages 

Music   •   Physical Education 

Physics   •   Psychology 

Religious Studies

Welcome to 
Truro School’s 

Sixth Form
AN UNFORGETTABLE TWO YEARS

You’re about to decide where to study for your A-Levels. 
It’s a big decision; you want to achieve the best 

grades with a CV that impresses Admissions Officers 
and employers, but you also want to have a fun two 

years that will be full of life experiences.

Here at Truro School we believe that, whilst excellent 
grades are the main currency to future universities and 

job placements, they should only be the culmination of a 
memorable two years that help you to develop as a well-

rounded individual.

Our Sixth Form delivers personalised support and excellent 
teaching to maximise your grades whilst offering a whole host 

of opportunities outside of the classroom including drama, 
music, sport, outdoor pursuits, music and more.

By joining Truro School’s Sixth Form you will be part of a 
200-strong tight-knit community of students who are ready to 

learn, grow, develop and make lifelong memories together.

What’s special?
Rigorous 
teaching: 

• Top inspection 
grades –awarded 

‘Double Excellent’ 
status by ISI in 

November 2017.

• Weekly clinics offer 
small group assistance, 

providing you with 
individualised support.

• A choice of over 
20 A-Level subjects 

including the Extended 
Project Qualification.†

†Availability is dependent on student 
take-up for each course.

Personalised careers and 
university service:

• An experienced Careers Team 
and personalised Careers Service 

for evaluating future choices.

• A resource-filled dedicated 
Careers library.

• Bespoke university advice, 
including guidance on applying 

for Oxford, Cambridge and 
overseas universities.

• Access to Truro School’s alumni 
network and former parents who 

visit to offer first-hand university 
and careers guidance along with 

offers of work experience.

Part of a community:

• A Sixth Form team to advise you 
including the Head of Sixth Form, 

who leads on university applications, 
a Head of Careers, Co-Head of 
Academic Enrichment and the 

Deputy Head of Sixth Form, our 
Overseas Universities Advisor.

• Greater independence with 
spaces on campus specifically for 

the Sixth Form – the Sixth Form 
Café, the Common Room, your 

own ICT suite and study area and 
designated Sixth Form parking.

• Leading the school as Prefects, 
Ambassadors, Heads of Houses, 

Team Captains and Senior Prefects.

TRURO SCHOOL S I X T H  F O R M
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A Welcome from the 
Head and Deputy 
Head of Sixth Form
At Truro School Sixth Form our mission is not just to help you 
achieve over the next two years, but to set you up for life.

It’s a successful approach too. Year on year, over 50% of our Sixth 
Form’s UK University applicants regularly secure places at leading 
universities classed in the Russell Group. Others have successfully 
gained places at prestigious overseas institutions through the 
Sixth Form’s Overseas Universities Initiative or clinched 
coveted apprenticeship schemes with leading UK firms.

So how do we do it? As with any successful recipe, there’s 
more than one ingredient… 

Not too big, not too small

Our 200-strong Sixth Form is small enough to form a tight-knit 
community, yet big enough for students to enjoy diverse friendships 
and experiences. With class sizes never exceeding 16, our Tutors 
have the time to fully understand how you learn best, adapting their 
teaching style rather than adopting a one-size fits all classroom 
approach.

Extra teaching time when you need it most

We know there is nothing more satisfying than that light-bulb 
moment when you finally grasp tricky subject content. Weekly 
subject clinics allow you to benefit from extra teacher-pupil 
time, providing a safety net of academic support when you 
need it most. Clinics serve as a priceless opportunity for 
enhanced revision sessions in the build-up to exam season 
and are very popular amongst students. 

Providing a springboard to your future

Our specialist careers team has the experience to 
help you make the right choice at first time of asking. 
Mrs Kenward, our Head of Careers, worked as a 
recruitment consultant before joining Truro School 
and is an expert in helping you decide what to 
do next. Our careers guidance also includes a 
specialist Medical Pathways Programme for 
budding medics, dentists and vets.

Once you’ve set your sights on a career, you’ll 
then need to figure out how to get there. At 
this point you will be rigorously supported 
in securing places at leading universities or 
on top apprenticeship schemes, both in the 
UK and overseas. Our Overseas University 
Programme has this year seen Upper Sixth 
leavers pack their bags for the USA, The 
Netherlands, Switzerland and Ireland.

Academic extension

The Sixth Form provides a huge range 
of extended learning opportunities. 
The Burrell Theatre acts as a lecture 

hall, welcoming guest speakers. There 
are opportunities to represent the school 

through the national Mock EU Council, 
the Model United Nations, the Young 

Enterprise competition and contests for 
public speaking.

The Extended Project Qualification is also a 
big opportunity for you to break the confines 

of your chosen A-Levels by studying any 
subject or topic of your choice. Equivalent to 

half an A-Level, the EPQ is popular amongst self-
motivated learners and can enhance your chance 

of securing a place at a competitive university.

Our academic extension opportunities make for 
impressive elements on CVs, giving you the ability to 

stand head and shoulders above competing candidates 
when it comes to university or job interviews.

A personalised experience

Last but not least, we believe that studying A-Levels 
shouldn’t mean you have to give up your hobbies and 

interests. We offer a huge range of clubs and activities in 
sports, drama, music, art, outdoor pursuits and more. 

Our 16+ co-curricular options allow you to personalise 
your Sixth Form experience whilst helping you achieve an 

important work-life balance. We like our Sixth Formers to feel 
empowered to be the leaders of tomorrow and as such they 

are role models to the rest of the school community; guiding, 
supporting and caring for the younger years. 

Final word

Our Sixth Form is particularly special; we celebrate individual efforts 
and talents whilst also ensuring that the whole community is greater 
than the sum of its parts. Academic progress is important but we will 
foster strong relationships with you and know each of you by name. 

To us, you will not be one of the crowd but an individual who we look 
forward to meeting and working with over the next two years. You will 

have many opportunities available to you in the Sixth Form but you are at 
the heart of our community.

You are about to embark on a very exciting journey. You will develop as 
individuals within a caring setting and forge friendships and have experiences 

which will last a lifetime. We hope you enjoy flicking through the pages of this 
course guide. If you are thinking about joining the Sixth Form in September 

then great – we look forward to meeting you and many others at one of our open 
events or during a tour. Alternatively, if you are an existing 5th Year pupil currently 

studying GCSEs, feel free to come and chat to us if you have any questions. 

TRURO SCHOOL S I X T H  F O R M
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Head of Truro School Sixth Form
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Top Inspection 
Grades
Great teachers form the bedrock to 
a successful education. They play 
an essential role in maximising 
your potential. As you make your 
decision about where to study 
A-Levels, you will want to be 
guaranteed the best standard 
of teaching.

At Truro School Sixth Form 
you can rest assured that we 
have exceptional teaching 
staff. Inspectors recently 
recognised our talented 
and dedicated teachers, 
awarding us ‘Double 
Excellent’ status in 
November 2017, the top 
grades possible. Our 
tutors are on hand to 
ensure you achieve, 
providing outstanding 
progression and the 
springboard to your 
successful future.

What the inspectors said…

“Pupils are well 
supported in 

their choices for 
the next steps and 

are encouraged 
to consider a 

wide range of 
options, including 

apprenticeships where 
appropriate”.

“Pupils display high 
levels of confidence and 

assurance in themselves, 
and leave the school very 
well prepared for the next 

stage of their lives.”

“Almost all pupils move on 
to their first or second choice 

university in a wide range of 
subjects.”

TRURO SCHOOL S I X T H  F O R M

Quality of pupils’ academic 
and other achievements: 

EXCELLENT

Quality of pupils’ 
personal development: 

EXCELLENT

6 7



Exceptional 
Results
In 2018, Truro School Sixth Form 
celebrated another strong year of 
A-Level results with over two-thirds 
of all exams graded A*, A or B and 
an overall 99.7% pass rate.

The statistics for those moving 
on to leading universities were 
equally impressive. Over 50% of 
the Sixth Form’s UK university 
applicants secured places at 
Russell Group Universities. 
Others successfully gained 
places at international 
establishments through 
the Sixth Form’s Overseas 
Universities Initiative.

With maximum class 
sizes of 16, it is clear that 
the strong personal 
relationships shared by 
our students and the 
teachers really make 
a difference. This is 
reflected in the Sixth 
Form’s value-added 
score, which ranks 
in the top 10% on a 
rolling three-year 
average against 
the national 
benchmark.

Student Stories

Bonnie Bayley-Skinner 
Head Girl off to Study 

Medicine

“I got 
exactly 

what I 
wanted so I’m 
super happy. 

My grades 
were A*AA. I got my A* in 

Biology which I’m really happy 
about, that means a lot to me. 
The two As were in Chemistry 

and Maths.

I’m now going to study Medicine 
at Exeter in September. I was part of 

the Medical Pathways Programme 
in the Sixth Form and Miss Finnegan 

was great and really helpful. There 
have been MMI practices and ethics 
workshops which are all things that 

came up in my interview so that was 
really useful.

I joined in 4th Year so I’ve studied here for 
four years. I would say the entire Uganda trip 
was one of the best things I ever did with the 

School. We performed first aid on the street 
and we also went on a safari.”

Chris Hardman 
Studying Mechanical 

Engineering

“I achieved nearly full marks in four 
of my exams. It has been a bit of a 

journey to say the least. My final results are Geology 
A, Maths A*, Further Maths B and Physics A.

I’m next looking to study a masters in Mechanical 
Engineering at Bristol University which should be a four 

or five year course.

I would say the Mock United Nations was probably my 
best memory. It’s so different from anything else I’ve done 

during my time here, it allows you to put yourself in different 
shoes and is just a really exciting opportunity to have had.”

Katie Shaw 
Off to Cambridge University

Katie progressed through the Sixth Form’s 
Oxbridge Programme and confirmed her place 

at Cambridge University on results day. She 
achieved a straight set of A*s in Maths, Further Maths, Biology 

and Chemistry.

Katie said: “I’m really happy with today’s results. I’d also like to thank 
Dr Orchard and Mr Gustafsson, they have been the dream team for my 

A-Level Chemistry.”

“I joined the school in 1st Year (Year 7). Looking back, it has been 
amazing. I think playing the Mozart concerto in the Cathedral and playing 
my flute was probably a highlight. There are lots of orchestras and stuff at 
Cambridge too, so hopefully I’ll be able to get into one of them, especially 

after passing my DipABRSM qualification early.”

TRURO SCHOOL S I X T H  F O R M
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A-Level Pass rate.

99.7%
at A-Level, including the EPQ.

69%  A*–B

of our UK university applicants 
headed to leading universities 
in the Russell Group.

Over 50%
offered illustrious placements 
through the Overseas 
Universities Programme.

6 Students

nationally for value-added 
over the last 3 years.

Top 10%



Our Careers Service
The world of work is changing dramatically as businesses adopt new 
technology, ideas, and working patterns; there are many jobs which 
students and parents may be completely unaware of and others 
which have changed beyond recognition in the last few years.

Through our Careers Service we assist you in creating a plan for your 
future education and career. Our specialist staff guide you through 
the tricky decision-making process of What Happens Next?

Putting You in Control

• Psychometric testing to reveal more about who you are

• One-to-one interviews with our Careers specialists

• Career lunches – a chance to speak to industry experts in a relaxed setting 
so you can get under the skin of different careers including law, finance, 
the creative industries, self-employment and many more

• Timetabled Career Sessions on managing your money, interview 
techniques, gap years, apprenticeships, further study and living away 
from home

• Careers Resource Centre – a dedicated space to research your future 

• Making use of our network of former students and parents who 
advise, mentor and provide work experience for you.

Links with Former Pupils

We foster close links with our former pupils who regularly offer 
guidance to current Sixth Form pupils through talks and one-
to-one advice. Whichever careers you consider, there will be 
someone in the know who can help.

Laurence Hurst

Class of ’83

Professor of Evolutionary Genetics. 

Ellen Husain

Class of ’89

Producer/Director and BAFTA 
Breakthrough Brit.

Philip Ashworth

Class of ’01

Composer. 

Rose Hawkins

Class of ’12

Lieutenant Troop 
Commander.

S I X T H  F O R M

Careers advice can’t always 
be delivered en masse and 

every student is different.

Our alumni go on to a huge 
range of activities: Universities in 

the UK and overseas; Art, Music or 
Drama Schools; Apprenticeships; 

employment; volunteering; starting 
their own businesses and gap years.

Meet the Head of Careers

Before joining Truro School 
Mrs Kenward, our Head of 

Careers, worked for five years 
as a Recruitment Consultant 
where she interviewed, skills 

checked and advised job 
hunters on a daily basis.

University and 
Further Study
University advice is provided throughout the 
Sixth Form during PSHEE lessons, with much of 
it offered through one-to-one interviews with the 
Sixth Form team. If you do not currently have 
any idea what you might want to do at the end 
of Sixth Form, there will be many like you in the 
same boat and there will be plenty of advice to 
help you along.

If you do know what you want to do, there is 
the question of “Where?” which needs to be 
carefully addressed.

Over the course of the Lower Sixth year, you will have the 
opportunity to book a meeting whenever you need to. 
To help you make your decision we offer various events:

• Our UCAS day hosts visiting speakers from leading 
universities, local businesses and colleges 

• Subject-specific sessions delivered by teachers 
and current undergraduates

• Organised trips to university open days

Throughout the Upper Sixth, extensive and 
highly personalised support is provided 
with every aspect of your application, from 
writing a personal statement, to preparing 
for interviews, and deciding which offers to 
accept. Our Sixth Form team are there to 
advise on UCAS Extra, and, after results day, 
to help those who need it to successfully 
navigate Adjustment and Clearing.

Oxbridge Applications

For those applying to Oxford or 
Cambridge we have a designated 
member of staff who supports you 
through this particular application 
system. With individualised 
preparation for tests and 
interviews, we ensure that you 
are completely ready to grasp 
the process and increase your 
chances of success.

Applications to Oxford and 
Cambridge (Oxbridge) 
Universities must be started 
much earlier than other 
universities. The deadline 
is early and we need to 
ensure you are prepared 
for the rigorous 
application process.

TRURO SCHOOL
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Overseas 
Universities 
Initiative
Studying Abroad has become an 
enticing option for many with 
increased tuition fees from universities 
in the UK and an increasing number 
of employers also expecting to see 
international experience on the CVs 
of their employees.

Obtaining a degree from an 
overseas university is now a viable 
option for many and Mrs Lucy 
Jupp, our Overseas Universities 
Advisor, provides expert advice 
to students and parents at 
information evenings and in 
one-to-one meetings. Mrs. 
Jupp specialises in guiding 
students in the early stages 
as well as co-ordinating all 
aspects of their application 
right through to the 
submission deadline, for all 
universities in all countries. 
As a Spanish and French 
teacher who has lived 
abroad, Mrs. Jupp is in a 
strong position to guide 
students through the 
cultural and linguistic 
benefits of living 
overseas.

Expert advice is 
also available 
from regular 
international 
guest speakers 
who visit to talk 
to you about 
university life 
in different 
countries.

The Overseas 
Application Process

In January of the Lower Sixth 
(first year of Sixth Form) you 

have the option to register 
your interest and there is an 

information evening explaining 
how to apply. The information 

evening also addresses funding 
your studies, the application 

process and how to choose the 
right international college.

After the presentation evenings 
Mrs Jupp will meet with you to discuss 

any further questions you may have. 
There are then half-termly one-to-one 

meetings for those who wish to pursue 
an overseas application.

The Benefits of Studying Abroad

•  Experience a new country, culture and 
language.

•  Employers are increasingly looking to recruit 
students with international experience.

•  Living abroad shows grit, determination, 
courage and diversity.  

•  Economic perspective; it can be cheaper 
to study abroad.

•  In many countries degrees are taught completely in 
English so there is no language barrier to learning.

•  Gain that all important life experience by becoming 
more independent and self-reliant.

TRURO SCHOOL S I X T H  F O R M
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The Medical Pathways 
Programme

Medical Pathways is Truro School’s personalised 
programme that prepares students for success at 
securing an interview and a place at medical, dental 
or veterinary school.

You will gain insight into your prospective career and be 
thoroughly supported in developing the skills you need 
to evidence on your personal statement, in application 
tests and at interview. You will be guided every step of 
the way, record your progress in a reflective logbook 
and have review meetings each term of the Sixth Form 
to check your progress towards securing a place.

T H E  P R O G R A M M E

Autumn Term of Lower Sixth

The first step in Truro School’s Medical Pathways programme is an introductory talk for 
interested students and their parents to outline the hurdles in the journey so that they are 
armed for what lies ahead. Students will be assisted with finding work experience and 
there is a series of industry-related business lunches that take place before the Christmas 
holidays. Those who remain interested will then have the first of their termly one-to-one 
meetings with Sarah Finnegan (pictured above), Truro School’s Medical Pathways 
programme co-ordinator, to ensure they are on the right track.

Spring Term of Lower Sixth

This term will be centred around workshops to give students an insight into their 
chosen vocation. This will include discussions with medical professionals at various 
stages of the course or career, debates on current medical affairs and a medical 
ethics workshop. Students will also gain early experience of mutil-mini interview 
(MMI) stations by doing role plays with staff and drama students and getting 
training on reading comprehension and data analysis techniques. 

Summer Term of Lower Sixth

Preparation for MMIs will continue with practice scenarios (such as 
breaking bad news) with drama students. As the opening dates for entering 
BioMedical Admissions Test (BMAT) and UK Clinical Aptitude Test (UKCAT) 
draw close, students will have workshops preparing them for the various 
question types. There will also be a session on the entry requirements 
at different universities to help pupils identify which courses they are 
most qualified for. Ms Finnegan will lead a dedicated medical pathways 
session during the school’s annual UCAS day which will include 
specialist advice on writing personal statements for all medics, dentists 
and veterinary courses at this stage.

A suggested reading list is supplied for the summer holidays.

The Upper Sixth Form

Upon entering the Upper Sixth, 
applications should be well on 

the way so the focus is very much 
on one-to-one support to write your 

personal statement, make university 
choices to optimise your success 

and work on areas for development 
in application tests and at interview as 
identified during Lower Sixth reviews. 

Truro School offers mock interviews 
delivered by doctors, dentists and vets. 

This means that simulation interviews are 
as close to the real thing as possible.

What if I want a gap year first?

Deciding you want to enter medicine, 
dentistry or veterinary at the age of just 16 

or 17 is a big commitment. If you need more 
time to decide then fear not; Truro School offers 
an open door policy to former pupils who have 

recently left the Sixth Form. So whether you have 
plans to travel the world in a gap year, or just have 

some downtime, Truro School’s Medical Pathways 
co-ordinator will be on hand to help you when you’re 

ready to apply the following year.

If I had to describe Truro 
School in three words I would 

choose professionalism, 
versatility and guidance. All the 
teachers are able to adapt to every 

student individually and they give all 
the possible means to achieve one’s 

goals in any domain like sports, music, 
drama or education. When I first came 

here, I was willing to study medicine. 
Thanks to Truro School’s careers team 

I got an unconditional offer to study 
medicine in Lithuania and I could have 

never done it without them.

Agne Rudzikaite (pictured)
Class of ‘16 – Overseas Medicine Student

TRURO SCHOOL S I X T H  F O R M
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Beyond the Classroom
PERSONALISE YOUR SIXTH FORM EXPERIENCE

When you come to the Sixth Form, you have a huge selection of 
clubs and activities to enjoy outside of your studies.

Sport

• Sport is optional in the Sixth Form. You can choose to play for fun or take it on 
more competitively. Truro School can accommodate both with A-teams and 
B-teams. One in seven of the school’s athletes play at local, regional, national or 
international level.

• Keep fit during your free lessons by making the most of our state-of-the-art Sir 
Ben Ainslie Sports Centre.

• All round support and care including mentoring programmes to help with your 
lifestyle choices, nutrition, training and balancing your exercise and studies.

• Take part in the Community Sports Leadership Award. You will learn skills in 
the organisation, planning and communication of sports events, walking 
away with an NVQ Level 2 qualification in addition to your A-Levels.

Cookery – The Leiths Introductory Certificate

Develop your culinary skills and prepare for independent living with 
cookery lessons in our new state-of-the-art kitchen.

You will learn how to add flair to your meals, achieving restaurant-standard 
results on our Leiths Introductory Certificate. This will also open the 
doors to future employment opportunities in the UK and overseas.

You can study the Leiths Introductory Certificate as part of your 
timetable or during evening classes. See more in our Sixth Form 
Course Guide. 

Leadership

The ACHE (Advice, Care, Help and Empathy) programme and 
the Prefect System give you leadership opportunities within 
the school. Many students take part in events that nurture 
and develop leadership skills such as the Mock Council of 
Europe, Model United Nations, Debating Competitions, 
World Challenge, Ten Tors and Charity Concerts.

In addition, The Sixth Form Association represents 
student interests and provides an exciting forum for 
elected members who help to organise events, initiate 
change and exercise their student voice.

Art

• Annual art trips both 
in-county and beyond.

• The Heseltine Gallery 
– an on-site working 

gallery with an annual 
programme of exhibitions 

from external artists.

• Take advantage of our link 
with Falmouth University, 

the UK’s No.1 Arts University 
(Sunday Times 2015 and The 

Guardian University Guide 
2016), and enjoy joint seminars 

and workshops. 

Drama

• Take your performance skills to the 
next level in our professional 200 seat 

bespoke theatre.

• Opportunities to learn with a working 
technical team and professional theatre 

company, cube essential theatre. 

• Take part in the annual Senior Play and 
perform at the Edinburgh Festival Fringe 

biennially.

Music

• Take the lead Sixth Form role in music 
performances. With over 60 concerts and 

ensembles throughout the year, there are plenty of 
opportunities for you to stand out.

• A chance to perform at the Hall for Cornwall, 
Truro Cathedral and all over the county.

• Improve your skills with international professional 
musicians and a programme of Masterclasses.

Outdoor Pursuits

• The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award – the biggest centre in 
the south-west, with a Gold Expedition to Slovenia 

every year. 

• A chance to join in with the Ten Tors 45 mile or 
55 mile Challenge on Dartmoor. 

• World Challenge Trips; in 2018 this was to India.

TRURO SCHOOL S I X T H  F O R M
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Student Views

Joanna Pauley
Head Girl  2018 – 2019

I wasn’t sure what I wanted at GCSE level, beyond aspiring for 
some decent results. Now, however, I think more about who I 
want to be and what will make me happy and fulfilled in life. 
Truro School Sixth Form has helped me to learn more about 
myself, what motivates me, and becoming Head Girl is part 
of that process. I arrived at Truro School because I became 
a chorister. The chorister scholarship and school has 
encouraged me to be the best that I can be.

Within the classroom, lessons feel more collaborative at Sixth 
Form. We see each other a lot more and because classes 
are generally smaller, lessons can be more conversational. 
Outside of the classroom, the social atmosphere is nice. 
My friends and I often work together in study periods, 
helping each other where necessary. The café provides a 
good meeting space for lunchtimes. 

My chosen subjects in the Sixth Form are English 
Literature, Psychology and RE. My favourite subject 
is Psychology. It is the subject I go home and talk 
about the most.  When, for example my sister phones 
and mentions memory, she is then subjected to a 
ten-minute lecture on the three different types of 
long-term memory!

My three words to describe Truro School Sixth 
Form would be:

Jump – because the difference between GCSE 
to A-Level is a bit of a shock! Independent 
study is necessary in order to cover the 
ground and to meet the standards required 
at A-Level. However, staff provide good 
support if you need it and you soon adapt! 

Interesting – In the Sixth form, I never 
have a lesson I don’t like! Some tasks are 
difficult and exams are never fun, but it is 
hugely exciting to be able to get to grips 
with the subjects that I chose to study.

Busy – I like having lots on and… I do! 
I absolutely love being a chorister 
and I have discovered a passion for 
singing that I didn’t know I had. 
The music department is where 
I spend quite a lot of time, not 
only because of the tea and 
biscuits, but also because of 
the enthusiasm of the staff. I’m 
continually amazed by the 
sheer number of things that 
happen due to their love of 
the subject.

Finn Birnie
Head Boy  2018 – 2019

Sixth Form is a welcoming and 
vibrant environment. The year 
itself has been a huge learning 

curve but the vast support 
network the Sixth Form has to offer 
had my back every step of the way. 

I’m currently studying Maths, 
Psychology, Geography and I’m in the 

process of writing my EPQ. Just like 
Joanna, the subject I have found most 

enjoyable is Psychology as its simply 
all around you and once you notice it, 

there is no going back. The teacher’s vast 
knowledge and enthusiasm also adds to the 

enjoyment within lessons. 

The relationship between students and 
teachers is completely different compared 

to the lower school. You’re treated like adults 
which strengthens the relationship making it 

seem more lenient; in a way you form a friendship. 
This allows lessons to become more enjoyable. 

Beyond the classroom I have been training to be 
part of the ACHE team. This was a 16-week process 

where we learnt valuable mentoring skills which 
will not only help within a school environment but a 

home one too. I highly recommend becoming part of 
the program as it teaches you key skills which you will 

use in later life. It also allows you to get to know your 
fellow peers.

After Sixth Form I’m hoping to chase the American dream 
and attend university out there to see just how far I can 

take my cross-country running. 

If I had to sum up Truro School in three words I would use; 
inviting, upbeat and communal. Truro School’s community 

is like no other and when you arrive you are instantly greeted 
by happy and upbeat individuals making it such an inclusive 

environment. This is not just displayed by the students but 
teachers as well as they form a strong network supporting you 

in all they can. 
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Life after A-Levels
PREPARING YOU FOR THE JOURNEY AHEAD

Excellent teaching, top grades, bespoke careers advice 
and specialist universities guidance; it already sounds like 
the complete package. However, we feel there is one final 
ingredient that is essential to helping you succeed in life 
after A-Levels.

To truly set you up for life, we run a series of programmes 
and events in Sixth Form designed to prepare you for the 
exciting post-18 journey ahead.

Learning key life skills

Our Personal, Social, Health and Economic Education (PSHEE) 
Programme runs throughout the Lower and Upper Sixth. It helps 
students make well-educated and informed choices, whilst respecting 
the independence of each individual.

The programme is designed to give you a firm understanding of 
common threats and challenges that you may face during or after 
Sixth Form. The following topics are covered:

- Mental health, including stress, anxiety and depression

- Substance misuse

- Physical and emotional abuse

- Financial matters, including credit, debt, insurances, 
savings and pensions

- Democracy

- Personal safety (online and offline)

- Relationships

Taking it to the next level (optional)

In addition to the PSHEE programme, you will also 
have the option to embark on our Advice, Care, 
Help and Empathy (ACHE) programme. This 16-
week course offers you the opportunity to learn 
basic counselling skills, with an emphasis on 
developing your ability in listening to others. 
Talks and interactive workshops are given on 
coping with bullying, bereavements, alcohol 
and drug abuse, self-harming, sex and 
relationships, stress and child protection 
issues. Each workshop session lasts for one 
hour, taking place on Thursdays.

A key feature of the ACHE training 
programme is putting what you learn into 
practice. As you move into the Upper 
Sixth, you will take on the responsibility 
of running the peer-mentoring drop-in 
sessions, working with the younger 
members of our school community.

Entering the 
professional world

Shortly before leaving 
in the Upper Sixth, 

students get to take part 
in our Professional Skills 

workshops. Taking place 
across two days, you will 

get the opportunity to meet 
a range of entrepreneurs 

and high-profile visitors from 
leading southwest businesses. 

With a multitude of talks and 
seminars going on at the same 

time, you can dip into the sessions 
that interest you specifically, 

gaining first-hand insight from those 
at the top.

Last year’s visitors included:

• *Headline Act* Guy Richardson – 
Former Scotland National Rugby Team 
Manager who delivered workshops on 

leadership qualities, forming strong teams 
and raising performance.

• Unlocking Potential – explaining how they 
help graduates find jobs in the southwest.

• Fish for Thought with Founder Paul Trudgian – 
a Q and A on running your own business.

• Chamber of Commerce with Kim Conchie – the 
importance of networking.

• Professor David Hosken – Opportunities and 
careers in STEM

Plus many more…

Greater independence

Last but not least, developing a healthy work-life balance 
is an essential ingredient to success at A-Level and 

beyond. During your two years, you will gradually be given 
the freedom to perfect this balance. 

In the Lower Sixth, students are expected to stay on site 
during private study periods. From working and revising in the 
Sixth Form Library to relaxing in the Sixth Form Café, there are 

many ways to make the most of private study periods. As well as 
using the Sixth Form’s social areas, many students make use of 

the Sir Ben Ainslie Sports Centre’s gym.

Throughout the Upper Sixth, if on track, students can gain 
additional independence. You can leave campus, perhaps grabbing 
a coffee or doing some shopping in Truro City centre or signing out 

in the afternoon if you have no further commitments that day.
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FINAL WORDS FROM THE

Headmaster
Having started the role of Truro School Headmaster 
in 2012/13, I have been blessed to witness countless 
examples of our Sixth Form mission in action. Quite 
simply, our mission is to set young adults up for the rest 
of their lives. I can certainly see that we are achieving 
this goal when I look at the progress of alumni who 
completed Sixth Form during my tenure, as well as 
those who left before my time.

They say that the county of Cornwall is a small place and I guess 
it is true. Whether it is a simple whip around the supermarket or 
walking my two dogs (Bramble and Pluto), I often bump into past 
Truronians who live locally or are back for a visit. It is great to stop, 
chat, and hear about how they are getting on and the routes and 
pathways towards which our Sixth Form has guided them. I have 
come to appreciate that the value of two years in the Sixth Form 
is as important in shaping the achievements of our alumni at 
25 as it is in helping them towards their next steps at 18.

Many alumni return to visit the Sixth Form, ready to inspire 
our current students though careers talks. Accountants, 
Professors, Journalists and those in the Military Forces 
all visit to name just a few. Our former pupils also play 
an essential role in delivering our Medical Pathways 
Programme . However, it is not only the students who 
gain inspiration from these talks. Hearing the stories 
about how our students make best use of their 
qualifications and skills is very invigorating and serves 
as a great reminder of our end-goal.

Whether it is in or outside of school that I chance 
upon former pupils, one thing I always notice 
whilst chatting is the balance in each individual’s 
life – young adults who are confident yet 
unpretentious; who understand how fortunate 
they are and wish to make a positive influence 
on the world around them. These traits derive 
from our school being a genuine community 
where relationships between people are 
caring and constructive, reflecting the 
Christian values upon which the school was 
founded many, many years ago. Our co-
curricular programme also plays a major 
role in developing these traits, helping 
students to identify their talents and 
practice a healthy work-life balance.

As we look ahead to the 2019/20 
academic year, I look forward to 
welcoming you on the first step of 
your Sixth Form journey. Like those 
before you, you will be given the 
guidance and support to prosper, 
providing the springboard to 
your future in top universities 
and jobs. After that, you will be 
fully equipped to write your 
very own success story.

TRURO SCHOOL

Mr A S Gordon-Brown, Headmasterof Truro School

S I X T H  F O R M

FUTURE SIXTH FORM OPEN EVENTS

Next Steps…
Made your mind up? Perhaps you’d like to find out 
more before making a decision? Whether you’re a 
first-time visitor or currently studying your GCSEs 
at Truro School, there are plenty more open 
events to help you make a decision.

Sixth Form Open Evening 2018
Tuesday 25 September

An opportunity to find out more about the Sixth Form at 
Truro School, including speaking to staff and students 
about your possible subject choices, looking at the co-
curricular opportunities and finding out what life in the 
Sixth Form is like.

Sixth Form Taster Days
There’s no better way to get a feel for Sixth Form 
life than to enjoy a taster day. Take part in lessons, 
explore the Sixth Form facilities and see how Truro 
School Sixth Form can help you succeed.

A-Level Options Evening
Talk to senior academic and pastoral staff about 
how to choose your A-Level subjects in light of 
your future degree and career aspirations.

Subject Consultation Evening
Prior to the deadline for A-Level subject 
choices, you and your parents have the 
opportunity to meet with subject staff to 
finalise A-Level subjects.

Oxbridge Evening
Like to plan ahead? You and your 
parents can talk to our staff who are 
specialists in Oxbridge applications 
and entries as well as to current 
students and staff from Oxford 
and Cambridge.

Sixth Form Open Evening
September 2019 – date to 
be confirmed

Our next Sixth Form Open 
Evening will take place 
towards the end of 
September 2019 and 
every September 
thereafter.

 
To find out more, 
please contact 
Emma Williams via admissions@truroschool.com or call +44 (0)1872 246 062
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