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Founded in 1897, the Collège & Lycée Saint-Charles is located in 
outstanding settings in Ajoie, in the Swiss canton of Jura. The school, 
which welcomes young people aged between 10 and 20, stands on 
the edge of the Allaine, in a tree-lined garden at the foot of the magni- 
ficent Château de Porrentruy. Nicknamed the Athens of the Jura, this 
little town has nearly 7,000 inhabitants and is known for its long tradi-
tion of education, its openness to the wider world and its stimulation 
of the thirst for knowledge.

The campus consists of the main building (the former residence of the canons), a 
school building, a beautiful chapel, and the Léon Burrus sports complex. The class-
rooms, bathed in natural light and enjoying a clear view over the surroundings,  
encourage both critical and curious thinking. During their studies, the school’s 250 
students benefit from high-quality teaching and receive all the necessary tools that 
they need to succeed in a complex and demanding world.

The Collège & Lycée Saint-Charles is a private school recognised by the Canton 
of Jura. It distinguishes itself through a value system inspired by humanism. Here, 
knowledge and the individual are placed at the centre of all activities. Of Christian 
origin, today Saint-Charles is still supported by the Basel diocese.

Teachers and students form a coherent whole. Under the banner of supporting 
growth, Saint-Charles does everything possible to make young adults into citizens of 
the world. Saint-Charles emphasizes curiosity and a sense of tolerance and freedom, 
and constantly seeks a balance between tradition and the avant-garde.

We are honoured by your interest and will do everything in our power to earn your 
trust by supporting your children, day by day, on their journey into the future..

 Carmen Kocher
 Headmistress
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UNIQUE IN THE CANTON OF JURA

BILINGUAL SWISS MATURITÉ  
IN FRENCH AND ENGLISH 
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The Collège & Lycée Saint-Charles is introducing a bilingual Swiss 
Maturité in French and English. This reflects our desire to encourage 
language learning and to improve our students’ skills in French and 
other subjects. With English being widely spoken in many fields, this 
bilingual training offers our students a bright future.

Teaching the target language in no less than 1,400 hours spread over 
four years, the bilingual Swiss Maturité offered at the Lycée Saint-
Charles is fully compliant with the rules of the Commission Suisse de 
Maturité (CSM).

THE ADVANTAGES OF A BILINGUAL SWISS MATURITÉ
•  Language and communication skills are promoted by enabling students to speak 

English fluently and to achieve better spoken and written skills.
•  Through lessons given in English, students acquire a more extensive vocabulary 

and a wider range of concepts in the fields of science or human sciences. 
•  It opens up prospects for future studies and career paths.

TERMS OF ADMISSION
•  Each student must be eligible for the Lycée course under cantonal regulations.
•  An interview with the admissions committee (management and English teacher) 

must be completed.

It is not necessary to have a high standard of English in order to gain entry to the 
bilingual track. Students must have a desire to express themselves in a foreign  
language, as well as unwavering motivation. They must be prepared to devote  
themselves to a demanding course, but one that will give them immense satisfaction.
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CULTIVATING KNOWLEDGE

LEARNING STRATEGIES  
AND METHODOLOGIES
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In order to offer our students the best chances of success, they can  
attend methodology lessons throughout the four years of their 
course, with each lesson lasting one hour a week. In these lessons, 
they will acquire the necessary learning tools for their future success. 

The methodologies are based on specific learning strategies:

FIRST YEAR
•  Analysis of texts, note-taking, organisation, and schoolwork planning.

SECOND YEAR 
•  Scientific methodology

THIRD YEAR
•  A structured support framework for writing Swiss Maturité projects.

This class enables students to write their first important essay under the best possible 
conditions.

FOURTH YEAR
The aim of the class is to teach students how to acquire new knowledge and at the 
same time review programmes from previous years. Knowledge inventory, revision 
planning, and creating high-quality summaries are some of the topics addressed 
during the year.
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LYCÉE SAINT-CHARLES GENERAL PROGRAMME

TO EACH STUDENTS THEIR  
INDIVIDUAL PATH
CORE SUBJECTS
The study of core subjects is compulsory for all students. The course has a core  
curriculum in which each student can choose a certain number of branches according  
to their personal interests and talents.

LANGUAGES - TO BROADEN YOUR HORIZONS.
Second national language (Language 2): Students may choose between German 
or Italian. The first language is French.

Third language (Language 3): Students may choose between English, Italian, Latin, 
or Greek. Language 3 is required to be different from Language 2 and from the  
language chosen as a special option (see below).

MATHEMATICS: A LITTLE, A LOT, OR A WILD PASSION?
Mathematics level 1 is aimed at students suited to a normal pace of learning. Level 1, 
which is more advanced, will satisfy the demands of students with a greater passion 
for the subject.

WHICH ARTISTIC ACTIVITY?
Each student will choose their preferred activities from music or the visual arts.

OTHER COMPULSORY CORE SUBJECTS
•  Science: Physics, Biology and Chemistry
•   Human Sciences: History, Geography, Economics & Law, Philosophy 

and Religious Sciences

SPECIALITY SUBJECTS
Each special subject will give a student’s Swiss Maturité a distinctive flavour. These 
can be chosen at the beginning of the course according to each student’s personal 
interests and projects. This subject will count towards the Swiss Maturité. Languages 
studied as a core subject cannot be chosen as a special subject.

One subject option must be chosen from the following: English, Biology & Chemistry,  
Economics & Law, Greek, Italian, Latin.

COMPLEMENTARY SUBJECTS 
An additional subject can emphasise or diversify the direction taken. This comple-
mentary subject is taken up during the second year and will count towards the Swiss 
Maturité. The same subject cannot be chosen both as a special subject and as a 
complemntary subject.

One complementary subject is to be chosen from the following: Visual Arts, Biology, 
Economics & Law, Geography, IT, Philosophy, Physics, and Religious Sciences.
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FIRST YEAR SECOND YEAR THIRD YEAR FOURTH YEAR

Language 1

>

Continuous  
monitoring

+
Examination

Language 2

Mathematics

Special Subject

Complementary Subject

Language 3

> Continuous  
monitoring

History

Sport

Physics

Philosophy

Visual Arts

Geography

Biology

Chemistry

Economics & Law

Religious Sciences

SWISS MATURITÉ PROJECT
This personal project is prepared by students during the third year of the course. 
They must then defend this work at the start of the fourth year, when the project is 
evaluated.

SWISS MATURITÉ EXAMINATIONS
After four years, students take the Swiss Maturité examinations in the following five 
disciplines: French, Language 2, Mathematics, their special option, and their addi-
tional option. The students are evaluated by their teachers and by experts from the 
Commission Cantonale de Maturité.



12 |

CORE SUBJECT

FRENCH
DEVELOPING CRITICAL THINKING
French teaching at the Lycée Saint-Charles contributes to the development of the 
students’ abilities to think in a structured and independent way, through reflection, 
rigorous analysis of texts and documents, and by improving their debating skills.

Each student continues to develop the skills they have so far acquired - listening, 
reading, speaking, and writing - but they also open up to cultural and social life, while 
developing their personal opinions and critical thinking abilities.

EXPANDING ONE’S LITERARY CULTURE
French teaching aims to acquire and develop the written and spoken skills necessary 
for the students to express themselves, irrespective of the context. Existing know-
ledge is further developed and extended. Students learn not only how to structure 
their thoughts more clearly, but also how to work with a variety of texts, from the 
Middle Ages to the 21st century. This approach enables them to extend their literary 
knowledge and to develop a taste for reading.

French literature courses enable students to study different contexts and to draw 
parallels with other subjects such as Arts or History.

A structured and rigorous analysis of various excerpts encourages students to open 
up their minds to new themes and to develop critical thinking abilities. Studying 
French allows for discovery and creation, with students learning a little more about 
themselves every day through comparison and discussion.

SWISS MATURITÉ GOALS
•	 	To	assert	and	enrich	one’s	personal	identity,	through	the	comparison	 
of	the	various	texts	and	documents	studied.

•	 	To	express	oneself	verbally	and	in	writing,	adapting	to	context.
•	 	To	organise	ideas	and	structure	thoughts	in	a	logical	manner.
•	 	To	get	to	know	different	techniques	for	debate	and	to	be	able	to	apply	them.
•	 	To	understand	the	main	aspects	of	the	history	of	literature	and	its	various	
movements,	and	to	place	authors	in	a	historical	context	and	to	know	about	
their	works.

•	 	To	appreciate	the	value	of	literary	works,	using	various	approaches.
•	 	To	use	various	approaches	for	the	interpretation	or	analysis	of	literary	texts.
•	 	To	contextualise,	analyse,	interpret,	and	assess	a	piece	of	work	and	 
compare	it	with	others.
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CORE SUBJECT, LANGUAGE 2

GERMAN
BETTER UNDERSTANDING AND SELF-EXPRESSION
German teaching as Language 2 aims to develop the students’ abilities to under-
stand others and to obtain and transmit information. It contributes to the develop-
ment of their personality, critical thinking, and sensitivity.

German is a considerable advantage on the job market in Switzerland. Like all  
languages, it allows for economic, political, and cultural exchanges, as well as  
increased flexibility in terms of one’s academic and professional career paths.

OPENNESS TO OTHERS
German teaching at the Lycée consolidates and extends the knowledge and skills 
acquired during compulsory schooling. It involves the development of all communi- 
cation skills, i.e. verbal and written expression and understanding. Fundamental 
knowledge is not taught for its own sake, but is part of the acquisition of skills and 
attitudes.

Students extend their sphere of interests and develop new learning methods based 
on listening to others, observation, curiosity and initiative. Over time, they learn to 
use the language in a more nuanced fashion and to adapt it to different situations. 
Alone, in pairs or in a group, they can compare their skills and converse with others 
in the classroom and outside.

Better mastery of German enables students to open up to other cultures and to 
understand them better. Working with varied documents such as newspaper articles, 
reports, interview transcripts or literary texts not only enables them to improve their 
skills but also promotes openness and tolerance.

SWISS MATURITÉ GOALS
•	 	To	know	the	basic	rules	of	how	the	written	and	spoken	language	works.
•	 	To	understand	and	use	verbal	messages	of	different	lengths	during	 
a	conversation,	a	lesson	or	when	in	contact	with	the	media.

•	 	To	understand	all	types	of	text	and	to	be	able	to	extract	points	of	view	 
and	ideas.

•	 	To	actively	take	part	in	a	conversation	about	topics	of	general	interest	 
and	to	be	able	to	express	opinions	and	ideas.

•	 	To	express	and	defend	opinions	and	ideas	in	writing,	in	a	coherent	 
and	structured	manner.
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CORE SUBJECT, LANGUAGE 2, LANGUAGE 3  
OR SPECIAL SUBJECT

ITALIAN
STRENGTHENING A NATIONAL LANGUAGE
Learning Italian is a magnificent opportunity for our students to study a third national 
language. There is no need to have any prior knowledge of Italian to begin studying 
this language at the Lycée. Its acquisition aims to maintain, promote and strengthen 
the construction of a multilingual and multicultural identity.

Italian teaching is centred not only on the acquisition of grammatical, lexical and 
literary knowledge, but also on students’ abilities to handle and get to grips with 
a new language, another culture and another mentality, in a spirit of tolerance and 
critical reflection.

By developing their verbal and written linguistic skills, students will gradually learn to 
structure their thoughts and to build their identities in an atmosphere that promotes 
self-confidence and respect for others.

The four-year structure of the course and the high number of teaching hours will 
allow students to blossom on a cultural level. Their linguistic skills are developed 
gradually and at varied paces, depending on the level chosen.

SWISS MATURITÉ GOALS
In	the	first	and	second	years,	Italian	teaching	is	predominantly	focused	on	commu-
nication	and	the	acquisition	of	vocabulary	and	basic	grammar	rules.	This	enables	
students	to	reach	level	A2	of	the	Common	European	Framework	of	Reference	for	
Languages	(CEFRL).	It	is	acquired	through	a	diverse	range	of	activities	-	textbooks,	
conversations,	songs,	games,	videos,	and	films	-	and	by	reading	simplified	texts.

In	the	third	and	fourth	year,	teaching	is	structured	around	two	main	goals:

•	 	to	develop	Italian	grammar,	syntax	and	vocabulary	in	order	to	achieve	 
level	B2	(in	Language	2)	or	C2	(in	the	special	option)	of	the	CEFRL

•	 	to	prepare	for	the	Swiss	Maturité	examination

Special	emphasis	 is	placed	on	 translation	 from	French	 to	 Italian,	on	 structuring	
speeches	and	on	 the	analysis	of	modern/contemporary	 literary	 texts	and	press	
articles.

During	their	course,	students	who	are	interested	in	doing	so	may	take	the	CELI	
2/3	examination	awarded	by	the	University	for	Foreigners	of	Perugia	(Italy).
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CORE SUBJECT, LANGUAGE 3  
OR SPECIAL SUBJECT

ENGLISH
AN INTRODUCTION TO ANGLO-SAXON LANGUAGE AND CULTURE
In the first and second year, students who choose English as a special option have 
the same number of lessons as Language 3 students (three hours per week). In the 
third and fourth year, special option students attend an extra lesson each week.

The levels aimed at in the Lycée - B2 to C1 - are in accordance with the Common  
European Framework of Reference for Languages (CEFRL) and must be achieved in 
the five language skills: reading, writing, listening, speaking, and conversation. This 
system is likely to change with the arrival of students who began English in 7th HarmoS. 

CAMBRIDGE EXAMINATIONS
In the third and fourth year, the students are prepared for the First Certificate in  
English (FCE) examination of the University of Cambridge. They register on a volun-
tary basis to sit the examinations, which take place in the canton of Jura in March. 
We offer this opportunity as a special option and as Language 3. With one additional 
lesson per week, special option students have a greater chance of success. Passing 
the FCE represents an asset for higher education, university, HES-HEG or technical 
studies.

FIRST AND SECOND YEAR: CONSOLIDATION, LEARNING, 
AND ANGLO-SAXON CULTURE
In the first year, the students - who come from various backgrounds - are brought to 
the same level and review certain bases acquired in secondary school. In addition to 
using class manuals, they perform various activities to familiarise themselves with the 
Anglo-Saxon culture.

Students start by reading and analysing simplified texts, then texts by British or  
American authors in their original version. They can converse with a native  
English-speaking teaching assistant and study songs or films in their original  
versions. We are starting up an exchange with English-speaking partners and organ-
ising a trip to Great Britain, and we are also hosting exchange students at Porrentruy.

THIRD AND FOURTH YEAR SPECIAL SUBJECT: 
IT’S ALL ABOUT THE ORIGINAL-LANGUAGE VERSIONS!
In the 3rd and 4th year, students prepare for the written examination of the Swiss  
Maturité. Added to this preparation are the reading, study and analysis of literary or 
journalistic texts from Anglo-Saxon culture, in their original version. The oral exami-
nation of the Swiss Maturité requires students to read around 500 pages from a list 
of works discussed in the previous two years. These may be studied individually or 
in class.
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CORE SUBJECT, LANGUAGE 3 OR SPECIAL SUBJECT

LATIN / GREEK
ANTIQUITY AND MODERN WORLD
Our Greek and Latin lessons enable students to acquire linguistic skills and develop 
their knowledge of the wealth and splendour of the ancient world. We offer them 
various analytical tools to understand and appreciate Greco-Roman culture and to 
compare its ways of thinking to today’s world. They gain different perspectives on 
language, literature, mankind, and society.

LEARNING AT DIFFERENT PACES
Latin or Greek lessons, as a core subject or a specific option, develop three skill areas:
• vocabulary, etymology and grammar
• cursory and version reading
• literature, mythology, ancient history and antique philosophy

As a special option, there is a higher number of teaching hours per week, so the 
field of study is extended and further developed. There are more and more complex 
assessments. Unlike Latin when it is studied as a core subject, Latin or Greek as a 
special option leads to a Swiss Maturité examination at the end of the course. This 
examination covers linguistic and literary skills, tested through examinations and a 
body of texts worked on from the beginning of the course  (written examination) and 
partially chosen by the student (oral examination).

SWISS MATURITÉ GOALS
•	 	To	cultivate	a	language	and	knowledge	which	embraces	rich	and	ancient	 
literature,	histories,	ways	of	thinking,	and	mentalities.

•	 	To	cultivate	general	interdisciplinary	and	humanist	knowledge	through	the	 
Latin	or	Greek	language,	where	literature,	poetry,	history,	mythology	and	 
philosophy	intertwine.

•	 	To	enhance	one’s	French	vocabulary	and	strengthen	one’s	mastery	of	speech,	
from	the	etymological,	grammatical,	and	rhetorical	approaches	of	Latin/Greek.

•	 	To	discover	the	cultural	references	of	the	ancient	world	and	understand	their	
evolution	throughout	history.

•	 	To	take	a	critical	look	at	today’s	world	and	encourage	open,	creative	 
and	original	thinking	by	comparing	the	Greco-Roman	world	with	 
contemporary	society.

•	 	To	pass	on	a	dead	language	to	ensure	the	transmission	of	the	thought	and	
culture	of	these	periods	to	future	generations	in	a	lively,	appealing	manner.
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CORE SUBJECT

MATHEMATICS
A POWERFUL TOOL
Mathematics enables students to acquire a precious tool for progressing in the 
world of science. It helps them develop accuracy, rigorousness and the ability to 
deduce, induce and abstract. In our classes, emphasis is placed on the deployment 
of the meaning of logic and scientific methods. Students must be able to freely and  
effectively implement the skills acquired during their four years at the Lycée.

In our teaching, we focus on the multiple domains in which Mathematics plays a 
crucial role: science, technology, medicine and economics, as well as the social and 
human sciences. Students acquire tools that enable their progress through calcula-
tion, measurement, analysis, description, modelling and problem-solving.

Students develop curiosity, imagination and openness as well as analytical skills and 
summarising techniques. They acquire independence, perseverance and rigour.

SWISS MATURITÉ GOALS
•	 	To	master	the	rules	and	principles	of	logical	reasoning.
•	 	To	know	how	to	apply	mathematical	methods	to	problems	in	different	do-
mains.	

•	 	To	know	how	to	use	different	working	methods.
•	 	To	be	able	to	formulate	proposals	clearly	and	precisely.	
•	 	To	be	able	to	demonstrate	a	theorem	or	its	plausibility.
•	 	To	be	able	to	give	a	critical	judgement	of	results	obtained	within	a	modelling	
framework.

•	 	To	know	how	to	present	and	discuss	the	working	approach	adopted.
•	 	To	know	the	main	mathematical	objects	and	methods	in	algebra,	analysis,	
geometry,	and	stochastics.

•	 	To	know	certain	aspects	of	the	history	of	mathematics.
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CORE SUBJECT

PHYSICS
UNDERSTANDING NATURAL PHENOMENA
The study of Physics enables students to develop their curiosity, their critical skills and 
their scientific thinking in order to understand natural phenomena. Students learn to 
describe these phenomena using elementary physical laws. They become familiar 
with the mathematical description of simple processes and acquire notions about 
the relative validity of laws. They enhance their technical and scientific knowledge 
and improve their reasoning, formulation, and presentation skills.

SWISS MATURITÉ GOALS
•	 	To	represent	a	physical	phenomenon	and	deduce	its	relevant	qualities	so	as	to	
formulate	a	law.

•	 	To	illustrate	a	law	with	simple	examples	in	relation	to	daily	life.	
•	 	To	use	a	law	in	common	situations.
•	 	To	describe	simple	experiments	which	contribute	to	the	understanding	of	
physical	laws.	

•	 	To	translate	the	description	of	a	phenomenon	into	mathematical	language.
•	 	To	comment	on	these	mathematical	relationships	by	varying	the	parameters.
•	 	To	describe	the	framework	in	which	the	laws	apply	as	well	as	the	hypotheses	
made	and	their	credibility.

•	 	To	distinguish	the	physical	phenomenon	from	its	representation	(model	con-
cept).

•	 	To	recognise	and	use	quantitative	information	from	graphical	representations	
showing	the	relationships	between	physical	qualities.

•	 	To	interpret	linear,	proportional,	exponential	or	power	laws.
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CORE SUBJECT

CHEMISTRY
ATOMS AND MOLECULES - LONG LIVE SCIENCE!
Chemistry is taught in the first and second years of the Lycée. During these two years, 
students become familiar with Chemistry and its properties via a scientific approach. 
The course aims to give an overview of the discipline, from the definition of an exper-
imental science to core basic knowledge. Some chapters are completed via practical 
work, giving students the opportunity to acquire know-how in laboratory work and to 
learn how to draft a scientific report.

A PROGRAMME AT THE HEART OF THE SUBJECT
First year
•  Study of matter, from compounds to elementary bodies
•  Atomic structure of matter
•  Atomic models
•  Periodic classification of the elements
•  Chemical liaisons
•  Intermolecular liaisons

Second year
•  Notions of inorganic nomenclature
•  Chemical reactions and equations
•  Weight and volume relationships
•  Acids and bases
•  Organic chemistry
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CORE SUBJECT

BIOLOGY
THE SCIENCE BEHIND THE NATURE OF LIFE
Biology enables our students to understand the diversity and complexity of the living 
world. It helps to explain the functioning of the human body and understand health 
problems and biomedical techniques. Its teaching aims to promote responsible  
behaviour towards nature and health. It requires a multidisciplinary vision and  
involves knowledge of mankind and other species. Flexible, diverse relationships are 
established with other scientific disciplines, with geography and history as well as 
with philosophy, so as to address ethical questions which are on the increase in the 
face of new lines of research.

Biology lessons help students develop rigour in expressing their ideas and research-
ing information, as well as independent organisation skills, deduction skills and the 
ability to think critically. They strengthen respect for life and the awareness that man 
is part of nature.

Our teaching is aimed at the fundamental mastery of the most important concepts 
of Biology and opens up a discussion on contemporary research. Students develop  
their knowledge about the living world, cells, cellular divisions, blood, genetics,  
anatomy, physiology, evolution and ecology.

SWISS MATURITÉ GOALS
•	 	To	use	a	microscope	and	a	magnifying	glass.
•	 	To	use	simple	laboratory	equipment	and	carry	out	an	experiment	 
following	instructions.

•	 	To	develop	differentiation	and	classification	criteria	and	determine	species.
•	 	To	use	models.
•	 	To	understand	and	use	simple	scientific	texts.
•	 	To	use	the	media	to	search	for	and	process	information.
•	 	To	lead	a	simple	research	project	in	a	group	to	determine	the	principal	 
stages	of	the	working	method	in	science.

•	 	To	raise	questions,	develop	strategies	to	resolve	and	test	them,	 
and	learn	how	to	obtain	results.

•	 	To	discover,	observe	and	describe	situations	and	processes.
•	 	To	formulate	hypotheses.
•	 	To	plan	experiments,	execute	and	assess	them.
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CORE SUBJECT

HISTORY
READING AND UNDERSTANDING THE WORLD
History classes enable students to understand past and current events and to develop  
a sense of causality. It makes them aware of the wealth of historical approaches 
and the complexity of human life over time. They are led to question their relation-
ships with themselves and the world and to develop tolerance, rising above cultural  
prejudices and understanding differences. They develop the ability to think critically 
and begin to shape their individual character as members of society.

Students acquire basic historical knowledge. They learn to analyse different sources - 
texts, paintings, graphs, illustrations, radio and televisual archives - and to put them in 
context. They can measure their value and scope within a theme. We offer them the 
tools for critical analysis in a society of mass information where there is a plethora of 
very unequal messages, data and distribution channels, with different natures, values 
and degrees of reliability.

Students research information through traditional methods, such as consulting  
documents kept in archives or libraries or publications in the media. But they also 
learn how to use digital channels, which enable them to quickly assess the difficulties 
involved in any research.

SWISS MATURITÉ GOALS

•	 	To	know	and	situate	the	main	events	of	the	history	of	humanity.
•	 	To	understand	current	and	past	events.
•	 	To	determine	the	nature	of	a	document.
•	 	To	analyse	and	evaluate	a	document	in	context.
•	 	To	construct,	de-construct,	and	enhance	work	hypotheses.
•	 	To	search	for,	classify,	prioritise,	and	assess	various	forms	of	information	 
on	a	given	subject.
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CORE SUBJECT

GEOGRAPHY
WHERE HUMAN SCIENCES AND NATURE INTERSECT
Geography looks at mankind in the context of its living spaces. These spaces are 
formed by the physical, social and economic factors which shape the world. Ques-
tions surrounding climate change and the organisation of communities or social 
relationships in urban spaces are at the heart of the geographer’s preoccupations.

Through the study of Geography, students considers the earth as a space to be  
decrypted in terms of its forms, structures and its ecological, economic, social, cultural  
and political challenges that are often contradictory. The programme is structured 
around three major frameworks: physical, social, and economic.

At the Lycée, Geography teaching pursues the knowledge of places and networks, 
close spaces, the regions of Switzerland, of neighbouring countries and the major 
world powers. At the end of the course, students are at ease with the basic concepts 
of Geography. They are able to assess mankind’s responsibility in the spaces that it 
produces and manages, and they are open to differences and are respectful towards 
others. They know how to analyse data and reach their own conclusions whilst main-
taining a critical perspective.

SWISS MATURITÉ GOALS
•	 	To	approach	problems,	documents	and	landscapes	systematically.
•	 	To	be	able	to	translate	one’s	observations	into	diagrams.	
•	 	To	know	how	to	describe	a	geographical	space	and	highlight	 
its	constituent	parts.

•	 	To	identify	interactions	between	these	parts.
•	 	To	analyse	space,	identifying	the	impact	of	time	on	its	different	dimensions.	
•	 	To	situate	phenomena	according	to	diverse	scales.
•	 	To	identify	the	influence	of	man	on	space.
•	 	To	read,	compare,	explain	and	interpret	maps,	statistics,	graphs	and	images	-	
fixed,	mobile	or	satellite	-	and	scientific,	descriptive	or	literary	texts.

•	 	To	perform	analyses,	write	summaries	and	draw	links.



24 |

CORE SUBJECT

PHILOSOPHY
DEVELOPING OPINIONS AND CRITICAL EXAMINATION
Philosophy teaching intends to develop the awareness that each person has of 
themselves, their place in society, in nature and in culture. It deals with themes such 
as finiteness, change, creativity, evil, friendship, failure, solidarity, and violence. It  
reflects critically on the political, social, legal, and economic dimensions of our  
existence. The philosopher develops a humble relationship with others and the 
world that surrounds us, making us attentive to our limits with respect to our under-
standing of the world.

At the end of the course, students are able to question themselves in order to display 
lucid understanding of a wide range of topics. They have the courage to take a posi-
tion on rational, but always humble, bases.

SWISS MATURITÉ GOALS
•	 	To	know	the	main	philosophers	from	antiquity	to	the	present	day.
•	 	To	know	the	main	philosophical	movements.
•	 	To	analyse	a	philosophical	text	and	extract	its	main	ideas.
•	 	To	give	one’s	opinion	based	on	philosophical	references.
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“ONE CAN, AFTER ALL, LIVE [...] WITHOUT PHILOSOPHY,  
WITHOUT JOY AND WITHOUT LOVE. BUT NOT VERY WELL.” 
Vladimir	Jankelevitch
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CORE SUBJECT

MUSIC
DISCOVERING ONE’S OWN ABILITIES
Musical education classes help students discover their talents and make the most of 
them. They stimulate creativity and imagination. The programme of study is varied 
and awakens students’ curiosity and sensitivity. It enables them to understand their 
own musical culture better, as well as that of others. 

Musical education develops an open mind and critical awareness of the musical 
world. It promotes the exchange and sharing of work and enables each student 
to express their talents. Students discover their own abilities and strengthen their 
self-confidence by developing musical projects.

A PROGRAMME OF FANTASTIC VARIATIONS
Music theory
•  Basic notions and practical exercises on the piano, rhythms, an introduction to dig-

ital editing of musical scores, analysis of various forms of music and development 
of the listening ability.

Music history
•  Study of different musical movements and their composers, from the Middle 

Ages to the present day. Discovery of different musical instruments and their 
evolution through the ages.

•  An introduction to world music.
•  Vocal and instrumental practicewith various musical instrumenta, visits to  

symphony concerts and more.

SWISS MATURITÉ GOALS
•	 	To	recognise	and	reproduce	the	different	basic	notions	-	melodic	reading	 
and	dictation,	intervals,	scales	and	tones,	chords	and	figured	bass,	tempos	-	
the	different	rhythms	and	different	musical	genres.	

•	 	To	understand	the	structures	and	composition	principles	of	core	 
musical	forms.	

•	 	To	situate	the	various	musical	movements	and	composition	styles,	 
and	to	place	composers	in	their	respective	periods.	

•	 	To	recognise	and	understand	how	different	musical	instruments	work.
•	 	To	know	how	to	use	an	IT	programme	to	edit	musical	scores.
•	 	To	play	ensemble	music.	
•	 	To	discover	orchestras,	soloists	and	ensemble	music	by	attending	concerts.	
•	 	To	open	up	to	world	music.
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CORE SUBJECT

VISUAL ARTS
EXPLORING THE VISUAL WORLD
Visual Arts classes help students acquire the ability to interpret and create visual  
objects as part of a known historical pattern. They must be able to perceive the world 
in harmony with themselves, based on historical and technical knowledge.

A PROGRAMME OF EXPLORATION TO
•  find out the core turning points of the history of art.
•  study and analyse visual creations from antiquity through to the contemporary 

era, in class, on study weeks and during cultural days.
•  open up to art works.
•  study Plastic Arts, including their dialogue with other forms of expression.

A RICH AND VARIED FIELD OF STUDY
•  study according to nature
•  perspectives
•  study of colour
•  study and experimentation with various graphical, pictorial and  

sculptural techniques
•  study of plastic art and the composition of imageery
•  personal creations
•  view points and creation in the world of cinematographic writing.

A FIELD OF CREATION
Creation of static and kinetic sculptures in earth, plaster, concrete, metal and wood:
•  installations
•  performances
•  study of plastic art and volume
•  space, light, material and integration in the social space
•  issues related to the necessity of objects, aesthetics and expressions

SWISS MATURITÉ GOALS
•	 	To	decode,	understand	and	link	the	visible	and	the	conceptual	by	reading	
iconic	messages,	intelligently,	with	sensitivity	and	with	originality.

•	 	To	stimulate	creative	reaction	independently.
•	 	To	be	able	to	explore	various	plastic	writings	and	communication	tools.
•	 	To	develop	research	methods.
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CORE SUBJECT

SPORT
HELPING YOU FEEL GOOD IN YOUR OWN BODY
The Lycée Saint-Charles has a sports complex and an indoor swimming pool. Each 
class therefore has a block of two weekly swimming lessons each semester.

In Swimming, each student learns, practices and is evaluated in three swimming 
styles: crawl, backstroke and breaststroke. The swimming distances are 50, 100 and 
1,000m. Various games complete the learning programme in the water.

In Gymnastics, students practice floor and apparatus gymnastics, athletics and team 
sports. They also improve their physical condition.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION LESSONS PROMOTE
•  independence, a critical mind, curiosity and decision-making.
•  self-confidence, willingness and perseverance.
•  exchange, collaboration and interaction with others, in a spirit of fair-play.
•  a sense of personal responsibility, respect and tolerance.

STUDENTS
•  get a better feeling of their bodies. They acquire, stabilise and diversify  

their motor skills.
•  discover and train in core sporting techniques. They develop learning strategies.
•  use and transfer the skills acquired.
•  develop and maintain their physical condition and keep in good health.
•  perfect the understanding of their body and understand the principles  

which govern health.
•  perceive dangers and become familiar with safety measures.
•  understand the technical and tactical aspects and principles of training.
•  know the rules of the sports.
•  understand the importance of sport in society and its impact on the environment.
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SPECIAL SUBJECT

BIOLOGY & CHEMISTRY
A PRACTICAL, HANDS-ON APPROACH
Spread across four years, the Biology & Chemistry special subject responds to the 
needs of students who wish to continue with scientific studies or to continue to  
develop the skills and knowledge acquired in the core subject. It enables students 
to acquire essential skills to pursue further scientific studies at universities, technical 
schools and other higher learning institutions.

Biology & Chemistry teaching, as a special option, prioritises a practical approach: 
laboratory and field work, experimentation, observation, document and model  
analysis with videos, scientific texts, anatomical models and didactic boards.

BIOLOGY
This special subject enables students
•  to acquire general and current knowledge, enabling them to understand  

challenges in fields linked to life sciences.
•  to understand and assimilate scientific methods and to test, assess and  

represent results in a critical manner.
•  to handle laboratory equipment and carry out experiments, following  

instructions.
•  to become familiar with scientific language.

CHEMISTRY
This special subject is taught over four years.

The skills and knowledge acquired in the core subject are further expanded and 
developed. For every theoretical lesson, students carry out at least one experiment 
in the laboratory. These experiments enable them to discover the practical aspect of 
chemistry.

FIELD OF STUDY
•  Thermo-chemistry
•  Speeds of reaction and chemical balances
•  Weak acids, bases, and buffer mixtures
•  Redox and batteries
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SPECIAL SUBJECT

ECONOMICS & LAW
APPLICATIONS CLOSE TO EVERYDAY LIFE
The Economics & Law option enables students to acquire the skills required to  
analyse contemporary economic and legal reality. Through case studies, they learn 
to use approaches specific to Economic Science and Law. They apply knowledge 
acquired in real-life situations and develop their analytical and summarising skills, 
along with their critical thinking.

THREE COMPLEMENTARY AREAS
•  Political Economics studies the way in which individuals or societies use scarce 

resources with a view to satisfying each person’s needs as best possible.
•  Financial Management offers an accounting tool to evaluate the financial health 

of a company.
•  Law teaches students the principal rules which organise relationships between 

people as well as between citizens and the State.

Basic theoretical knowledge is illustrated by real-life situations: visits to companies, 
court hearings, meetings with practitioners etc.

THREE FIELDS OF IN-DEPTH STUDIES

POLITICAL ECONOMICS FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT LAW

•  Economic agents 

•  Economic systems

•  Production	factors

•  Market	forms

•  The	economic	circuit

•  Economic	growth	and	its	
fluctuations

•  State interventions

•  International exchanges

•		The	operation	of	asset,	
liability,	income	and	
expense accounts

•  Transactions	on	mer-
chandise

•  Transactions	relating	 
to staff

•  Non-operating trans- 
actions	and	yield	 
calculations

•  Closing	transactions:	
depreciation,	transition	
and	provisions

•  Closing accounts in  
corporations

•  The	profitability	 
threshold

•  Analysis of the balance 
sheet	and	income	 
statements

•  The	birth	of	law

•  The	subdivisions	of	law	

•  The	sources	of	law	

•  Analysis of legal reports 

•  Application of the law 

•  Family	law

•  Inheritance law

•  The	general	part	of	the	
Swiss	code	of	such	as	
civil liability

•  The	special	part	of	 
the	Swiss	code	of	
obligations:	sale,	lease,	
employment,	agency,	
company	contracts.

•  Commercial law 

•  (SA	(PLC)	and	Sàrl	(LLC))

•  Constitutional law

•  Prosecution	and	bank-
ruptcy law

•  Introduction	to	 
criminal law
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COMPLEMENTARY SUBJECT

BIOLOGY
STRENGTHENING ONE’S KNOWLEDGE AND OPENING DOORS
Biology classes as an additional option enable students to strengthen their  
know-how acquired in Biology as a core subject. Students emphasise the scientific 
dimension of their education and develop a greater knowledge in life sciences.
 
Emphasis is placed on knowledge of the human body. This study direction opens 
doors to further studies in the medical field. Knowledge acquired about the place of 
mankind in nature may lead to different fields such as environmental management, 
forest engineering, ecology, biology and geosciences.

The teaching strategy prioritises a practical approach: laboratory and fieldwork,  
experimentation, observation, document and model analysis - videos, CD-ROMs, 
scientific texts, anatomical models and didactic boards -, group work.

DEVELOPING KNOWLEDGE
•  Classification of the living world: observation of different species, evolutionary 

classification, history of life and the place of mankind.
•  Mankind and disease: the different types of disease which may affect mankind; 

defence mechanisms of the human body and immune system deficiencies.
•  Parasitology: the major types of relationships between organisms; parasite cycles 

and public health problems; options for fighting these diseases.

Other topics may be addressed depending on current events or partnerships with 
other institutions, as well as the students’ wishes.

Exemples include:
•  Embryology: development up to birth in different species; medical techniques 

involving the human embryo and/or foetus.
•  Ethology: animal communication, learning, social organisation, migration etc.
•  The influence of drugs on the nervous system: distinction between different  

categories; the effects of drugs on the body; addiction and dependency;  
drugs and their harmful effects.

•  The basic lessons given as a core subject may be revised and complemented 
with a more in-depth study of certain points.

•  Cell and cellular metabolism: cellular organisation and function,  
photosynthesis, respiration.

•  Genetics: structure of DNA, genetic engineering, biotechnology and  
biomedical techniques.

•  Ecology: study of fauna and flora in certain environments;  
sustainable development.

•  Evolution: origins of life, palaeontology.
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COMPLEMENTARY SUBJECT

PHYSICS
EXPERIMENTING WITH THE SCIENTIFIC APPROACH
This option is mainly intended for students who wish to acquire a solid basis for  
pursuing studies in the scientific field or a healthcare profession. It enables students 
to strengthen knowledge acquired by developing the topics studied in the core  
subject and tackling additional issues.

Physics teaching as an additional subject enables students to become familiar with 
a practical approach. Observation in a laboratory or in the field, developing hypo- 
theses, experimentation and assessment of results are taught to them in the addi-
tional option.

IN ADDITION TO KNOWLEDGE ACQUIRED IN THE CORE SUBJECT, 
STUDENTS ARE ABLE TO:
•  conduct clear, precise, concise and comprehensive reflections.
•  analyse various situations logically and rigorously using mathematics.
•  apply a comprehensive experimental method, from observation of  

a phenomenon.
•  state hypotheses.
•  verify or invalidate these hypotheses with new observations.
•  develop a model to explain phenomena.
•  use models to predict similar behaviours.

PHYSICS TEACHING AS A COMPLEMENTARY SUBJECT ENABLES STUDENTS TO:
•  explain concrete observations using imagination, invention and construction  

of mental representations.
•  become aware of the consequences and limits of their behaviour, as well as  

those of any human action.
•  strengthen their summarising skills and draw links between different fields  

of knowledge.
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COMPLEMENTARY SUBJECT

GEOGRAPHY
DEVELOPING ONE’S CURIOSITY ABOUT THE WORLD
Based on the know-how developed in the core subject of Geography, this additional 
option aims towards the acquisition of new knowledge by combining theory and 
practice. The studies are carried out in a more in-depth manner and practical work, 
cross-disciplinary subjects and interdisciplinarity are emphasised.

This course gives students the essential skills to become familiar with geographi-
cal language and to develop their ability to question specific spaces. Students who 
choose this option are invited to develop their understanding of the field during 
activities both in class and outside.

Choosing this additional option involves personal investment, curiosity about the 
world and a desire to exchange opinions. Students must be active and willing to take 
part to make the lessons enriching and lively.

During the first year of the course, in the third school year, students become familiar 
with research and information retrieval methods. First, the theoretical aspects of the 
method are addressed: starting questions, exploration, explanatory framework and 
hypothesis, observation and analysis of information. Then students put investigative 
methods into practice by observing reality.

During the second year of lessons, in the fourth school year, the themes include 
current events and contemporary challenges of a cultural, economic, environmental, 
political or social nature.
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COMPLEMENTARY SUBJECT

ECONOMICS & LAW
DECODING THE LAWS WHICH GOVERN THE PROFESSIONAL WORLD
This option of the third and fourth year is an extension and a further development  
of the Economics & Law course taught as a core subject. It illustrates and further 
develops the topics addressed in the previous course.

For students, it is an opportunity to address specific topics surrounding current 
events and develop best practices in connection with the world of business and 
economic policies. 

This subject is divided into two separate courses: Economics, and Law.

The topics are linked to the real-life problems each student will face in their  
professional career, such as social insurance, private insurances, financial investments 
and tax. 

Law teaching prioritizes practical cases.

AN OPEN PROGRAMME
The subjects are not fixed and may be chosen by the teacher based on students’ 
interests, as well as on current events. A certain number of topics are pre-established, 
but the list is not exhaustive.
•  Employment: employment law, unemployment, the labour market, human re-

sources, social insurance.
•  State interventions: tax, public finances, budgetary policy. 
•  Money.
•  The Swiss National Bank and monetary policy.
•  Private law: family law, inheritance, sales contracts, leasing.
•  Public law: relations between the State and private individuals.
•  Debt: consumer credit, leasing.
•  Company creation.
•  International exchanges with market globalisation.
•  International institutions.
•  Sustainable development.
•  The global economic situation.
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COMPLEMENTARY SUBJECT

PHILOSOPHY
BEYOND THE THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK
The additional option of Philosophy builds on the basic teaching course. It address-
es original as well as interdisciplinary fields. Students go beyond the narrow philo-
sophical framework to open up to related disciplines like Sociology, Anthropology, 
or Ethnology. They then learn about the practical applications of Philosophy. 

As an additional option, Philosophy deals with contemporary systems and touches 
on issues connected to current events. This course offers the opportunity to get out 
of the classroom and address various activities from a philosophical angle: observa-
tion of a city or of nature, conferences, theatre plays, analysis of family situations, and 
assessment of the media.

At the end of the course, students are able to question themselves and determine 
their ethical outlook. They have the courage to take a stance with humility, on a  
rational basis. They eliminate as many prejudices as possible in their critical thinking.

SWISS MATURITÉ GOALS
•	 	To	be	familiar	with	the	most	important	historical	philosophers	as	well	as	mod-
ern	philosophical	movements.

•	 	To	recognise	the	different	philosophical	movements:	Idealism,	Rationalism,	
Empiricism,	Criticism,	Monism,	and	Marxism.

•	 	To	recognise	the	different	influences	on	ways	of	thinking.
•	 	To	analyse	a	philosophical	text	and	extract	its	main	ideas.
•	 	To	give	one’s	opinion	based	on	philosophical	references.
•	 	To	draw	links	between	the	different	philosophers	and	movements.
•	 	To	take	a	solid	stance	on	a	current	topic.
•	 	To	present	thinking	in	a	comprehensive	and	detailed	manner.
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COMPLEMENTARY SUBJECT

RELIGIOUS SCIENCE
DEBATING FUNDAMENTAL QUESTIONS
This complementary subject provides essential tools of knowledge and criticism in 
the current context of religious pluralism. It enables students to lead debates on the 
core questions of personal and social life, and to demonstrate tolerance towards 
divergent concepts of life and philosophies.

Students develop their general culture as well as interdisciplinary awareness and 
know-how. Religious Science addresses religious phenomena as historical, social, 
cultural, and psychological events. It involves Anthropology, Ethnology, History,  
Sociology, Bioethics, Geography, Philosophy, Literature, Art, Theology, and Law. 

At the end of the course, students are able to question existential values and 
norms. They know how to submit their answers to critical examination based on the  
constants of human behaviour and considering religious beliefs.

SWISS MATURITÉ GOALS
•	 	To	distinguish	between	the	dominant	characteristics	of	oral	tradition	societies,	
ancient	religions,	Abrahamic	religions,	Oriental	religions,	and	modern	 
religious	expressions.

•	 	To	identify	questions	common	to	all	religions	and	to	distinguish	between	 
and	describe	the	specific	features	of	each	one.

•	 	To	distinguish	between	and	compare	various	explanations	of	the	world	 
and	the	human	being.

•	 	To	become	aware	of	the	reference	points	and	markers	that	religions	bring	 
to	ethical	reflection.

•	 	To	become	aware	of	the	questions	and	answers	of	religions	to	confront	 
the	question	of	meaning.

•	 	To	question	themselves	by	analysing	different	traditional	and	contemporary	
visions	of	the	world.
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COMPLEMENTARY SUBJECT

VISUAL ARTS
A FRESH LOOK AT THE ARTS
This additional option enables students to get to know the major expressions of Art 
History even better. They learn to place a plastic creation in context by analysing it. 
The course involves external contributions from artists and various study trips are 
organized. 

Students acquire in-depth knowledge of visual creation and the exploration of their 
world and their history through theory and practice. They improve their reflection on 
objects and space. They stimulate their creativity, strengthen their self-confidence 
and adopt a different outlook on the world. This course enables them to experi-
ment with plastic writing, as well as graphical and pictorial techniques. Students not 
only acquire broad knowledge and learn to benchmark historical references, but also  
develop creative and exploratives trategies.

A CREATIVE PROGRAMME
•  Study according to nature.
•  Academic work.
•  Study of various perspectives.
•  Work surrounding concept, volume and space.
•  Study of different expressions, work on the subject, the rendering of images, the 

unique piece and the series, the visible and the hidden, the static and the kinetic, 
and abstraction.

•  Study of light: light-dark, transparency, reflection.
•  Study of colour and contrasts.
•  In-depth art grammar: composition, rhythm, negative shapes, optical  

phenomena.
•  Experimentation with graphic and pictorial techniques: plan, relief, volume.
•  Linking plastic writing with other forms of writing.
•  History of movements and artists: painters, sculptors, architects, designers, 

film-makers, videographers.
•  Themed and plastic analyses of works of art, in class and in museums.
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