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JCU College is proud to work in partnership with James Cook University (JCU), offering a range of pathway 
programs that prepare students for success in their degree studies and help them to achieve their career 
objectives and personal goals.

At JCU College, every student's individual needs are important. Our class sizes are small and our staff are 
committed to student success.

JCU College provides a positive, vibrant and supportive environment that enables you to immerse yourself 
in your studies, and the Australian way of life. Our highly qualified and experienced teachers will provide 
you with the very best learning experiences in class. 

Outside the classroom, JCU College students can continue to develop through fun social activities, 
experiences of local Australian culture and adventures exploring our beautiful natural environment. Not 
only will you become prepared for university life, you will form lifelong friendships with students from all 
around the world.

I encourage you to make JCU College your first step towards a world class education at James Cook 
University and look forward to welcoming you to the JCU College community. Our dedicated and dynamic 
JCU College team is ready to work with you to achieve your study goals.

Melissa Banks 
Pro Vice Chancellor International 
James Cook University

Welcome

James Cook University values and celebrates the diversity of our 
community and is committed to ensuring our learning and working 
environment is safe and welcoming.

JCU is proud to be part of the Respect. Now. Always. campaign – a national 
initiative led by Universities Australia to highlight our determination to 
ensure our students and staff are safe from discrimination and sexual 
harassment. Further information about the campaign and free services 
available for students can be found at jcu.edu.au/sew
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About James 
Cook University
Ranked in the top 2 per cent 
of universities worldwide*, 
James Cook University is 
Australia’s leading university 
for the Tropics. Offering 
excellence in teaching 
and research, over 22,000 
students, including 7,000 
international students from 
over 108 countries, study for 
JCU degrees.
Degrees are accredited by leading professional 
organisations and JCU consistently receives 
the top five-star rating** for graduate success 
in getting a job. James Cook University offers 
practical, hands-on learning experiences, as well 
as small class sizes, ensuring every student is 
given the opportunity to excel.

* Academic Ranking of World Universities (ARWU) 2018,  
    produced by Shanghai Jiao Tong University 
** The Good Universities Guide (2012 – 2017)

About JCU College
Studying an International Pathway program at JCU College can 
be your gateway to university and new opportunities. 
JCU College provides study options for students who are unable to meet the academic or English 
language entry requirements needed for direct entry into their preferred JCU degree, or for those 
seeking to enhance their career prospects.
Students studying an international pathway program at JCU College benefit from learning in a 
nurturing, supportive environment with small class sizes and lecturers committed to student success.
With central locations at both JCU Townsville and JCU Cairns Campuses, JCU College students have full 
access to JCU's facilities and events, making the transition from pathway study into a JCU degree easier. 

“The English for Academic Purposes 
program has been so brilliant for me 
to improve my English. The teachers 
are so friendly, but also professional, 
it’s a really nice environment. They 
create a similar atmosphere to real 
study conditions so that we are not 
shocked when we start our studies.” 

Samsul Bahrawi

Indonesia

Master of Science

jcu.edu.au    |  3 
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Climate: Summer (December–February) 24–32°C/75°–90°F 
Hot and humid atmosphere  
Winter (June–August) 13–26°C/56°–79°F 
Mild and dry atmosphere     

Food: Easy access to an abundance of fresh local foods and 
cuisines from around the world 

Population: 190,000 (city),  13,000 (campus)

Transport: Bus to and from campus, car, bicycle, international 
airport (Bali and Port Moresby)

Places of worship: JCU’s Multifaith Chaplaincy Centre is 
available as a free facility to students for practising their faith

Medical: On-campus medical clinic, psychology clinic, 
physiotherapy clinic, dental clinic, occupational therapy 
clinic, speech pathology clinic, exercise physiology clinic and 
veterinary clinic

Banks: Westpac, Commonwealth Bank and RediATM facilities 
on-campus

Campus: Douglas, Australia’s largest university campus, 
approximately 20 minutes’ drive from the city centre. Study 
facilities can also be accessed at the Townsville City Campus

On-campus sport: Gymnasium, basketball courts, tennis 
courts, squash courts, netball courts, rugby and soccer fields, 
hockey fields, cricket pitches and swimming pool

On-campus social events and activities: International 
students meet with other students from around the world and 
Australia, and local Australian students. Many of these activities 
are free

Townsville is a thriving coastal city port and Australia’s largest tropical 
city. Magnetic Island and the Great Barrier Reef are on its doorstep, 
and the savannah region and outback country towns lie to the west. 
Townsville is famous for an average of 320 days of sunshine per year, so 
you’ll have plenty of opportunities to enjoy the outdoors. 

Townsville

Our locations
Discover our tropical campuses
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Climate: Wet season (November–May) 24°–32°C/75°–90°F  
Hot, rainy and humid atmosphere  
Dry season (June–October) 17°–26°C/63°–79°F 
Mild and dry atmosphere

Food: Easy access to an abundance of fresh local foods and cuisines 
from around the world

Population: 160,000 (city), >4,000 (campus)

Transport: Bus to and from campus, car, bicycle (extensive 
network of bike tracks throughout Cairns), international airport

Places of worship: JCU’s Chaplaincy Centre is available as a 
free facility for you to practice your faith

Medical: On-campus dental clinic, as well as a hospital, medical 
clinics, psychology clinics and more off campus

Campus: Smithfield , near the popular northern beaches and 
approximately 20 minutes drive from the city centre. Study 
facilities can also be accessed at the Cairns City Campus

On-campus sport: Gymnasium, basketball courts, sporting 
fields and a world-class mountain bike track

On-campus social events and activities: International 
students meet with other students from around the world and 
Australia, and local Australian students. Many of these activities 
are free

Cairns
Cairns is a gateway to the Great Barrier Reef, Daintree and Wet Tropics 
rainforest, Atherton Tablelands and the outback Savannah region, so 
you’ll never run out of places to enjoy and explore. 
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Lifestyle and  
student experience

Australia
As a leading global education destination, Australia has 
some of the world’s best facilities and courses, providing 
students with a wide range of top quality study options.

North Queensland
Tropical northern Queensland is uniquely different to the 
rest of Australia, and possibly the world. The United Nation’s 
World Heritage Convention agrees. Both the Great Barrier 
Reef and the Wet Tropics rainforests are included on the 
World Heritage List for their natural values. Nowhere else in 
the world do two World Heritage regions exist side-by-side.

There is far more to tropical northern Queensland than 
these two regions. The coastal cities of Cairns and Townsville 
provide locals and visitors with modern sporting, cultural, 
entertainment and shopping facilities combined with a 
relaxed, laid-back lifestyle.

JCU strives to create an educational environment where 
students are supported to take full advantage of their 
experience in Australia and at JCU. The accessible teaching 
staff, friendly campuses and support services (including 
student mentor and study skills programs) all ensure you 
get the personal attention you need in order to succeed in 
your studies.

JCU has a dedicated International Student Support team, 
which provide a range of services, from social activities and 
referral services to academic and personal support. This 
ensures a smooth start to study, and support throughout 
your time at JCU, starting before you even arrive on campus.
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Lifestyle
North Queensland provides the ideal base for a 
variety of recreational activities including:

• rainforest hikes

• mountain biking

• snorkelling on the Great Barrier Reef

• scuba diving on the Great Barrier Reef

• interacting with native Australian animals

 
Cost of living
As regional cities, Townsville and Cairns are small 
enough to avoid the hustle and bustle of big city 
life, and large enough to have all the facilities that 
you could need. The cost of living is low compared 
to major Australian capital cities, making it easier 
for you to get out and enjoy the many events and 
activities the region has to offer.
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You will feel supported from day one

Facilities and support at JCU

International Student 
Support team   
JCU’s dedicated International Student Support 
team are ready to help you from day one. They 
are a friendly group who serve as your first point 
of contact for any questions or issues you may 
have. They’ll also provide you with pre-departure 
information as you prepare for your study in 
Australia.

Socialising on campus 
University shouldn’t be just about studying, 
so at JCU there’s always something to do on 
campus and in the community. During semester 
there are regular social events held on campus 
for international students, such as ‘Free Lunch 
Fridays’, as well as events hosted by the Student 
Association. You can also join a range of special 
interest clubs and societies on campus. 

Getting settled in
Make sure you have booked JCU’s free arrival 
reception service, so that we are waiting for you 
when you arrive. You can also get help finding 
short-term accommodation, so you can take your 
time finding a place to call home. To receive the 
information you need regarding living in North 
Queensland and studying at JCU, you must attend 
the International Student Orientation. 

On campus there are many opportunities to 
play sport and make new friends. 

Hands-on learning 
A practical approach to learning is central to study 
at JCU, and for the past seven years in a row, JCU 
has been awarded five stars for job success from 
the Good Universities Guide. During their studies, 
JCU students gain hands-on experience through 
internships, placements and projects with industry, 
business and government organisations. The 
University’s tropical location also offers students 
unparalleled opportunities to experience unique 
fieldwork, research stations and state-of-the-art 
facilities.
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Whatever your level of English or your skill set, JCU has a number of pathways 
and study options that can help you achieve the degree you want.  

Pathways to your degree at JCU

Details of pathways and study options 
At JCU, we can offer you programs that will help in developing your skills, 
to meet the entry requirements of your preferred course. Depending on 
your level of English and current academic qualifications, the information 
below will help you find the program that is right for you.

Foundation Program
The Foundation Program provides a bridge between secondary school 
and undergraduate studies and is equivalent to upper secondary school 
(Year 12). It aims to prepare you for further study in a James Cook 
University College diploma or for first year entry into a broad range of 
bachelor degrees.

Diploma
If you are not eligible for direct entry to university, a James Cook University 
College diploma pathway is your best alternative.

Each diploma program provides a pathway to second year of the 
associated James Cook University degree. 

English for Academic Purposes
To succeed in your degree, you need certain English skill levels in writing, 
reading, speaking and listening. 

Many students who meet the academic entry requirements for entry into 
a JCU degree, but not the English language entry requirements, receive 
a ‘packaged offer’ consisting of a period of academic English language 
studies, plus an offer to study for a Bachelor degree*.

HIGH 
SCHOOL 

Year 12 
or equivalent 

Year 11 
or equivalent 

Foundation

Year 1 
Bachelor's Degree

Year 2 
Bachelor's Degree

Pr
e-

un
iv

er
si

ty
U

ni
ve

rs
ity

 le
ve

l

1

PRE-UNIVERSITY2

UNIVERSITY 
DEGREE3

Diploma

Year 4 
Bachelor's Degree (Honours)

Year 3 
Bachelor's Degree

* Some courses, such as the Bachelor of Medicine/Bachelor of Surgery, the Bachelor of Nursing Science, and the Bachelor of Dental Surgery, will require an IELTS test that 
achieves a satisfactory level after completion of the EAP and/or Diploma program and prior to an offer being made into that course.



10  |   jcuinternational.edu.au

How long does it take? 
EAP is taught in intensive courses, with 20 contact-hours per week 
(full-time) for 10 weeks at each level.

What does it cost?  
AUD$3520 for 2019

Where will this pathway take you?

English for Academic Purposes (EAP)
Duration: 10-week block
If you don’t have the required level of English, this program can help 
you. EAP can be studied at four different levels, and your entry level is 
determined by your current level of English and your chosen university 
course. This program prepares you for your undergraduate course, and 
will help you present information, express concepts and ideas, exchange 
opinions and research material in English.

Who should study EAP? 
Students who meet JCU’s academic entry requirement but not the English 
language entry requirement. The length of English for Academic Purposes 
study will depend on the student’s English language proficiency at the 
time of the application (as determined by IELTS score or equivalent) and 
the English language requirements for their chosen course.

Entry requirements 

EAP 
Level IELTS PTE TOEFL (IB) CAE

5
6.5

No Skill <6.5

58

No Skill <58

79-93

Writing 21 176-184

4
6.0

No Skill <6.0

54

No Skill <54

60-78

Writing 18 169-175

3
5.5

No skill <5.0

46

No Skill <43

46-59

Writing 14 162-168

2
5.0

No skill <4.5

43

No skill <38

35-45

Writing 12 154-161

Foundation

English for Academic Purposes (EAP*)

*Disclaimer - EAP may not be required to enter the Foundation Program or a Diploma at JCU, contact us to find out if you qualify for direct entry.

Undergraduate

Diploma

Postgraduate

“The transition from my English course to my Masters degree was very 
good, because I could apply the knowledge that I learned during my 
English course, for example, how to write an essay. I felt that I improved 
my writing skills and how to write scientific papers. 

I am now more independent, and I can organise my lifestyle and 
improve my self-confidence, and I’m able to meet new people from all 
over the world.” 

Francisco Galvis Cárdenas

Ecuador

English for Academic Purposes and Master of Science

The English for Academic Purposes program can be your pathway to your 
undergraduate or postgraduate degree at James Cook University or your ticket 
to a new opportunity.

English for Academic Purposes (EAP)
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Learn within a program that provides a supportive environment, 
empowering you to succeed in your studies.

Foundation Program
Campus: Townsville

Duration: 1 year full-time

Start date: July 2019 or February 2020

Course fee: AUD$20,000

CRICOS course code: 098500C

An alternative pathway to higher education, this pre-university program 
allows you to upgrade your skill set and develop the knowledge and ability 
to progress into university in the most supported way. 

Gain English language proficiencies and build valuable learning skills 
through core subjects. You can choose to study one of five streams; 
General, Education, Health, Information Technology and Science/
Engineering.

James Cook University College provides you the opportunity to start your 
studies either in the middle or at the beginning of the year with two or 
three teaching periods, respectively.

COURSE STRUCTURE

Core subjects

• FS0300:03 Developing Academic Skills 1
• FS0301:03 Learning in a Digital Environment
• FS0302:03 Essential Maths
• FS0303:03 Developing Academic Skills 2
• FS0304:03 Critical Thinking
• FS0305:03 Intercultural Communications

Subject options

Select one of the following Discipline Streams and subjects accordingly:

General Stream
Select 2 subjects from the following list:
• FS0400:03 Preparatory Mathematics
• FS0401:03 Introduction to Management Concepts and Application
• FS0402:03 Preparatory Chemistry
• FS0403:03 Fundamentals of Internet Technology
• FS0404:03 Essential Science

Education Stream
• FS0404:03 Essential Science or FS0402:03 Preparatory Chemistry
PLUS
Select 1 subject from the following list:
• FS0400:03 Preparatory Maths
• FS0401:03 Introduction to Management Concepts and Application
• FS0403:03 Fundamentals of Internet Technology

Health Stream
• FS0400:03 Preparatory Mathematics
• FS0402:03 Preparatory Chemistry

Information Technology Stream
• FS0403:03 Fundamentals of Internet Technology
• FS0400:03 Preparatory Mathematics or FS0401:03 Introduction to 

Management Concepts and Application

Science/Engineering Stream
• FS0400:03 Preparatory Mathematics
PLUS
Select 1 subject from the following list:
• FS0402:03 Preparatory Chemistry
• FS0403:03 Fundamentals of Internet Technology
• FS0404:03 Essential Science

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

English: IELTS 5.5 with no band lower than 5.0.

Students who enter the Foundation Program with an IELTS of 5.5 (or 
equivalent) (with no component below 5.0) and who are seeking to enter 
the Diploma of Health (Nursing Pathway) will require an English Language 
test that shows the applicant meets the English Language Proficiency 
requirements of IELTS 6.5 (with no component below 6.5) before entry to 
the Diploma of Health (Nursing Pathway).

For packaged offers with subsequent entry to an undergraduate Bachelor 
level program requiring Band 3 level English proficiency (or higher), 
an English Language test that shows the applicant meets the English 
Language Proficiency requirements of the bachelor will be required before 
entry to the degree.

Where will this pathway take you?

When you study a Foundation course with James Cook University College 
you are setting yourself up for direct entry into a James Cook University 
undergraduate program or a James Cook University College diploma. 

Foundation Program

Second Year of 
 JCU Bachelor degree

Foundation Program

Diploma 

English for Academic 
Purposes (EAP*)

First Year of 
 JCU Bachelor degree

Foundation Program

English for Academic 
Purposes (EAP*)
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Whether you are interested in civil, mechanical or electrical you can find 
a degree program that is right for you with James Cook University College 
and James Cook University. Through our pathway program you can gain 
entry into the Bachelor of Engineering (Honours).

Diploma of Engineering
Campus: Townsville

Duration: 1 year full-time

Start date: February and July

Course fee: AUD$29,200

CRICOS course code: 098159M

Enter directly into the second year of the Bachelor of Engineering 
(Honours) with this one-year diploma designed specifically for 
international students. A strong focus on providing a supportive 
environment, empowers you to succeed in your studies.

Entry requirements: 

Academic: JCU College Foundation Program (Science/Engineering) with 
GPA of 4.5 or successful completion of Year 12 or equivalent.  

English: IELTS 6.0 with no band lower than 6.0

Where will this pathway take you?

Bachelor of Engineering (Honours)
Majoring in: Chemical, Civil, Electrical and Electronic, Electronic Systems 
and Internet of Things or Mechanical

Degree overview:

Electronic Systems and Internet of Things: Study with JCU’s skilled and 
passionate technology and electronics experts. Learn the skills needed 
in areas like urban transport, medical devices, household appliances, 
wearable technologies, home electronics, cars, heart monitoring implants 
and a whole lot more. Study subject topics including Sensor Technologies, 
Networking and Data Communications, Cloud Computing, Digital Signal 
Processing, Information Security and more.

Civil Engineering: Help make our cities, suburbs, towns and countryside 
better places to live. Learn how to design timber, steel and concrete 
structures. Study with leading professional engineers. Meet visiting 
industry professionals and learn from experts in their fields. Study course 
subjects such as: Catchment, Stream and Lake Engineering, Geotechnical 
Engineering, Structural Analysis and Design, Hydraulic and Coastal 
Engineering, Civil Engineering Design and more.

Electrical and Electronic Engineering: Start your studies getting a firm 
grasp of the fundamentals - Engineering, Computing, Process Engineering, 
Mathematical Techniques, Physics and more, while at the same time 
experience JCU’s world-class tools and facilities. From Year 2, progress to 
explore topics that will expand your career options, including Electronics, 
Power Engineering, Digital Signal Processing, Automatic Control Systems, 
Electrical and Electronic Engineering Design and more.

Mechanical Engineering: Get the skills required for a career in industries 
as diverse as mining, minerals processing, chemical processing, 
pharmaceuticals, manufacturing, oil and gas, automotive, aviation, 
aerospace, bulk handling, communications, health, building, electrical 
power generation and distribution, water and waste, natural gas 
distribution, road transport, rail transport, shipping, shipbuilding, defence, 
agriculture, forestry, fishing and food processing - the list goes on.  

Chemical Engineering: Gain the qualifications that you need to equip 
you to forge a career in specialist fields like environmental health 
and safety, healthcare, manufacturing, energy, minerals, water and 
wastewater treatment, pharmaceuticals, petrochemicals, food processing, 
biotechnology, electronic and advanced materials and much more. In your 
final year, you will work on a thesis and design a full-scale processing plant.

Bachelor of Engineering (Honours) 
Years 2, 3 & 4 

Diploma 
Year 1

Successful completion 
of Year 12 or equivalent 

Completion of  
JCU Foundation Program

A Diploma of Engineering via James Cook University College is the perfect 
pathway into a James Cook University engineering degree.

Diploma of Engineering

“There is so much support here at JCU. My lecturers are 
really helpful, and they are free to talk to you whenever 
you need help.  When you pass the in the hallway, they 
know you by name, which is nice as you don’t feel like 
just a number”

Lorraine Edo
Papua New Guinea, Bachelor of Engineering (Honours)

JCU’s partnerships connect students with industry and 
provide opportunities to network and gain real world 
experience to prepare for the global workforce.

ENGINEERING INDUSTRY PARTNERS:
• Huawei
• Optus
• Ergon Energy
• Local Government Organisations

Bachelor of Engineering is officially recognised by Engineering 
Australia and Washington Accord, to allow students to work 
both in Australia and worldwide.
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James Cook University places an emphasis on authentic, supported 
learning, compassionate care and cultivation of curiosity. Our nursing 
graduates enter the workforce with the knowledge and understanding 
they need to be great at their job and to actively demonstrate a level of 
emotional intelligence fit for the nursing profession.

Studying health and nursing at JCU means learning the skills needed to 
work in diverse locations from hospitals in large cities to clinics in rural, 
isolated townships. Located in tropical North Queensland, James Cook 
University provides you with the qualifications and the means to make 
both your long-term and short-term study and career goals a reality.

Through our pathway program you can gain entry into the Bachelor of 
Nursing Science.

Diploma of Health (Nursing Pathway)
Campus: Cairns

Duration: 1 year full-time

Start date: October 2019

Course fee: AUD$28,200

CRICOS course code: 098160G

Enter directly into the second year of the Bachelor of Nursing Science with 
this one-year diploma designed specifically for international students. This 
course is strongly focussed on providing a supportive environment and 
empowering you to succeed in your studies.

Entry requirements: 

Academic: JCU College Foundation Program (Health Science) with GPA 
of 4.5 and a pass in all subjects or successful completion of Year 12 or 
equivalent.  

English: IELTS 6.5 with no band lower than 6.5.

Where will this pathway take you?

Bachelor of Nursing Science
JCU offers students a supported path into a dynamic, satisfying, well-
paid and respected nursing career in a range of settings. This accredited 
and respected course has been carefully designed to give students a 
contemporary Australian nursing education built on a strong connection 
between theory and clinical practice. The transition to clinical practice is 
supported by problem - and case-based learning, well equipped clinical 
simulation facilities and 880 hours of applied clinical practice. The course 
has a strong focus on nursing in our northern tropical context and prepares 
students for work in diverse settings, from large metropolitan hospitals to 
rural and isolated practice clinics. 

The course includes content areas such as:

• Professional and Clinical Nursing Practice
• Communication
• Indigenous Health Studies 
• Law and Ethics 
• Working with Vulnerable Population Groups
• Mental Health
• The Australian Healthcare System
• Anatomy, Physiology, Pharmacology and Biochemistry
• Evidence-based Practice and Research
• Overseas Placement Elective Experience (optional)
• Graduate Transition to Practice.

JCU nursing and health courses can benefit you. How? See an example below…
JCU partners with many hospitals, health centres and community facilities within the areas surrounding the campus. As you progress through your 
studies you will spend 47 weeks completing supervised clinical placements with these organisations. What better way to make real life contacts and 
increase your career prospects than to work with them while you study?

Bachelor of Nursing Science 
Years 2 & 3

Diploma 
Year 1

Successful completion 
of Year 12 or equilavent

Completion of  
JCU Foundation Program*

“Before I came to Australia I actually felt very nervous 
as well as excited and a bit curious. And then when I 
came here, well, it’s exactly what I was expecting.”

Keziah

Philippines

Bachelor of Nursing Science

A Diploma of Health (Nursing Pathway) via James Cook College is the perfect 
pathway into a James Cook University nursing degree. 

Diploma of Health (Nursing Pathway)

*EAP 4 required after Foundation for entry to Dip. Health (Nursing Pathway)
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JCU Accommodation
If you’re looking for a place to call home during your time at JCU, look 
no further than our range of accommodation options. Our dedicated 
Accommodation team can help you with your search for accommodation 
that suits you. For more information, visit jcu.edu.au/accommodation

Living on campus will help you get the most out of your time at JCU.  
With five different accommodation types housing over 1,200 students 
in Townsville and a brand new complex for 300 students in Cairns, living 
on campus is a great place to make new friends, learn about the local 
culture and get the most out of your studies.   

We want your time at JCU to be rewarding, both academically and 
socially. Sharing with Australian students, and other international 
students from around the world, will give you the opportunity to 
experience other cultures. The student accommodation in Cairns and 
Townsville is only a short walk to your classes, the library and study 
hubs. You will have your own secure individual bedroom, which is your 
space to make your own. A bed, large study desk, chair, fan, WiFi, good 
storage space and air-conditioning are provided. You will also have living 
spaces you will share with other students and common areas where 
students can study together, watch a movie or attend social events. 

With the support of staff at the accommodation and access to study 
groups, tutors and nearby University resources, you can achieve 
academic success. The safety and security of our students living on 
campus is important to us. All bedrooms and living areas are secured, 
and residential and security staff are available 24 hours.

Enjoy the benefit of music and dance competitions, sporting carnivals 
and social events that bring students together in an experience unique 
to living on campus. You can even meet the kangaroos that live around 
the campus!

On-campus accommodation

Townsville on-campus accommodation

“Meeting and making friends with wonderful people 
from many diverse degrees and hanging out with them 
in so many different social settings is one of the best 
things about living on campus. 

The college offers so many different ways to help your 
studies. I found mentoring in first year very helpful, as 
older students from the same course would guide you 
throughout the year. ” 

Nancy Wang

Australia

Bachelor of Medicine, Bachelor of Surgery

University Hall George Roberts Hall Rotary International 
House

Saints Catholic 
College

The John Flynn 
College

Choice of long 
corridor or townhouse 

living
3 bedroom flat with 

living room
6-8 bedroom self 

catered apartment

Single sexed long 
corridor living or 
unisex wing with 

ensuite

8-12 rooms per deck 
with shared ensuite 

option

Cost per week from* AUD$301 AUD$321 AUD$223 AUD$352 AUD$400
Number of rooms 282 250 118 296 250
 WiFi in bedrooms ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

Air-conditioning ✓ ✓ ✓ Most Most
Fully catered (3 meals/day) ✓ ✓ × ✓ ✓

Bathroom Shared Shared Shared Shared and private Shared
Shared kitchenette ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

Single-sex wings offered ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ TBA
*Prices subject to change and may not include amenity fees or other annual fees. Please visit our website for most current information including contract lengths.   **Check online for frequency of 
housekeeping services
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Living costs
Living in Cairns or Townsville generally costs less than living in a capital 
city. The table below provides a guide to the approximate cost of living.

Expense Average weekly cost (AUD$)

Off-campus accommodation

Rent 1-2 bedroom flat/unit* AUD$200–$350

Rent 3-4 bedroom house* AUD$310–$465

Electricity and gas* AUD$20–$40

Internet**, mobile, phone   AUD$20–$55

Transport, travel    AUD$10–$50

Homestay
(including full room and board)

AUD$190–$250

All costs are approximate and are subject to change.  ^2018 fees. *Based on a privately rented 
share house. **Please note that JCU has free wireless Internet available to students on campus. 
It is best to purchase a SIM card or Australian mobile number when you arrive in Australia, as 
using your home phone number will incur high costs. 

To find out more about accommodation in Townsville and Cairns, visit: jcu.edu.au/
accommodation To get an idea of rental house prices, visit realestate.com.au

If you would prefer to live off campus, the JCU Accommodation team 
can also assist you with finding off-campus housing in nearby share 
houses, private rental properties, homestays and hostels.  

On our website we have a database of properties located close to the 
University. The database is regularly updated.  

Before committing to a property or room off campus, please be sure to 
check what you are getting is part of your lease.  Even though images 
show the property with furniture, they may have been put there for 
marketing purposes only.  Also check the dates and length of time you 
are committing to. You will be signing a legal document which you may 
not be able to break because you have changed your mind. Learn more 
about living off campus at jcu.edu.au/accommodation

Off-campus accommodation

If you need accommodation for less than a semester or just for the first 
week or two until you are settled, we can help there too. Just fill in your 
details on the short-term accommodation page on our website and we 
will arrange it for you.  jcu.edu.au/accommodation/short-term-stay

Short-term accommodation

Cairns on-campus accommodation
John Grey Hall 
operated by 
UniLodge

Studio 
apartment

6 bedroom 
apartment - 

ensuite room

6 bedroom 
apartment - 

standard room

Cost per week from* AUD$290 AUD$275 AUD$255

Number of rooms 90 42 168

WiFi in bedroom ✓ ✓ ✓

Accessibility ✓ ✓ ✓

Air-conditioning ✓ ✓ ✓

Bathroom Private ensuite Private ensuite Communal      
(6 people)

Shared kitchen Private kitchen ✓ ✓

Single-sex 
apartments

TBA ✓ ✓

*Pricing and information is correct at time of printing but may change prior to placing your application.

The on-campus residences offer a range of living and support options to 
suit individual preferences.  Learn about where you could live at  
jcu.edu.au/accommodation. Complete your application online and 
we’ll look forward to meeting you on campus.

How to apply

Students living on campus 
often help each other with 

study, use the bicycle paths, 
attend cooking classes, socialise 

with friends, or just relax in a 
hammock with a book.

You'll meet people from all over the world when you live on-campus.
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A few things to remember before you pack your bags

Planning your move to Australia 

Budgeting
When preparing your budget we recommend you factor in all your 
possible expenses, including: Overseas Student Health Cover, Student 
Services and Amenities Fee, textbooks, study materials, and additional 
expenses associated with clinical placements, internships and fieldwork. 

Insurance (OSHC)
International students are required to organise visa-length Overseas 
Student Health Cover (OSHC) through an approved insurance provider 
before applying for a Student Visa. OSHC can either be purchased through 
JCU and paid together with other university fees, or arranged directly with 
the OSHC insurance provider. Students are required to maintain coverage 
for the full duration of their Student Visa while in Australia. Students who 
arrive without a Student Visa will not have access to OSHC until their 
Student Visa is granted. Fees vary depending on the duration and the 
insurer, and are subject to change. Students from Sweden, Norway, and 
Belgium may be exempt from OSHC if they meet reciprocal requirements 
between the Australian government and their own national health 
schemes. For more information, please visit the website for  Department 
of Home Affairs (DOHA):  
homeaffairs.gov.au 

Student Services and Amenities fee
The Student Services and Amenities fee provides students access 
to services that enhance experience through student life, student 
representation and advocacy. The maximum fee for 2019 is AUD$303.

Books and miscellaneous expenses
The cost of books and other study materials varies depending on your 
course. Approximately AUD$500 is required per teaching period/
semester for textbooks, however books and other equipment such as 
laboratory coats can often be bought second-hand. Other expenses 
may include specialised equipment, and travel to internship placements 
and field trips. Costs for a laptop or tablet may also be factored into 
your budget.

Financial Aid and Scholarship information
JCU processes financial aid for students from a variety of countries. 
JCU is also registered as a provider to certify and administer US 
Federal Aid for new and continuing US students located at our Cairns 
or Townsville campuses.

For more information, please visit jcu.edu.au/international-students/
fees-and-costs/scholarships-and-financial-aid or contact a JCU 
Financial Aid Administrator at financialaid@jcu.edu.au

2019 study dates*  
Teaching Period One 2019 (Semester One)

Arrival service 11 – 17 February
Compulsory International Orientation 15 February
All students Orientation (O Week) 18 – 22 February
Classes begin 25 February
Mid semester recess 22 – 26 April
Classes end 31 May
Exam period 8 – 21 June
Results published  9 July

Teaching Period Two 2019 (Semester Two)

Arrival service 15 – 21 July
Compulsory International Orientation 22 July
All students Orientation (O Week) 22 – 26 July
Classes begin 29 July 
Mid semester recess 30 Sept – 4 Oct
Classes end 1 November
Exam period 9 – 22 November
Results published  10 December

*The above dates are subject to change.  jcu.edu.au/students/important-dates 
Please note that students studying an English for Academic Purposes program may work on an alternative calendar, please contact JCU College for more information.
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Contact your nearest Australian Embassy, Consulate or High Commission 
to apply for your Australian student visa. 

Many students apply for a visa online or via the Australian Diplomatic 
Mission in their country. In order to apply for a visa you will need a valid 
passport, an electronic Confirmation of Enrolment (eCoE), evidence of 
Overseas Student Health Cover (OSHC) and any other documentation 
required by the Australian diplomatic post with which you lodge 
your application. 

It may take some months to process, so be sure to allow enough time 
for processing between lodging your application and the start of your 
academic program. 

Students intending to study in Australia on a student visa are not eligible 
for external mode degrees (offered primarily by online or distance 
delivery) and are only permitted to study degrees with a Commonwealth 
Register of Institutions and Courses for Overseas Students (CRICOS) 
registered course code.

For further information about student visas, including average visa 
processing time, contact the Department of Home Affairs (DOHA): 
homeaffairs.gov.au

Working while studying
If you have a student visa you can work up to 40 hours per fortnight 
(two-week period) during university semesters, and without restriction 
during non-teaching periods. Permission to work in Australia is 
automatically included when you are granted your student visa. You may 
not commence work until you start your study. You need to obtain a Tax 
File Number to be able to work in Australia. This is available from the 
Australian Tax Office.

The JCU Careers and Employment Service can provide you with 
information on part-time and casual employment.

Bringing your family
There are many important issues to consider if you plan to bring your 
family while you study. These include additional financial responsibility, 
employment opportunities for your partner, larger (and more expensive) 
accommodation, schooling and childcare. You are required to identify all 
family members in your initial visa application, and school-aged children 
must attend school – schooling fees will apply, unless they are covered by 
a scholarship. 
qld.gov.au/families/babies/childcare/types/pages/long 

Working rights for your partner
If your partner* is joining you in Australia they can apply for a Permission 
to Work Visa. This can be done after you have started your course, or as 
part of your student visa application process. The work conditions for 
your partner will vary depending on the type of course you are enrolled in. 
Applying online is the quickest way for students and their family members 
to lodge Permission to Work applications. 
* A partner is your spouse or de facto partner (including same-sex partners)

ESOS Act and Tuition Protection Service 
As a provider of education services to international students in 
Australia, JCU is required to comply with the Education Services for 
Overseas Students Act (ESOS Act) and the National Code of Practice 
for Registration Authorities and Providers of Education and Training 
to Overseas Students (The National Code). The ESOS legislation and 
National Code specify minimum standards for the delivery of courses 
to students in Australia studying on a student visa, and regulate what 
information must be given to existing and prospective international 
students, what support must be provided to ongoing students, what 
records are kept, and what information is to be given to government 
agencies about international students. 

JCU’s Tuition Fee Policy for International Students outlines students’ 
obligations and rights in relation to tuition fees for overseas students. The 
Policy also sets out the circumstances in which a student is entitled to a 
refund as required under the ESOS Act.  

The Tuition Protection Service (TPS) is a placement and refund service for 
international students studying on a student visa, which also operates 
under the ESOS Act. On the rare occasions that a provider is unable to 
deliver a course an international student has paid for, and does not meet 
its legal obligations to make alternative course replacements or provide a 
refund, the TPS will assist students to find an alternative place or, if this is 
not possible, provide a refund of any unspent tuition fees. Visit: tps.gov.au

The ESOS National Code and student visa conditions contain restrictions 
on when students, or JCU, can defer, suspend or cancel an enrolment. 
Students may only defer commencement of studies or take a leave of 
absence once they have commenced when there are compassionate or 
compelling reasons for doing so. A compassionate or compelling reason is 
something which is beyond an individual’s control and which has, or will 
have, an impact on their academic progress or wellbeing. 

Student visa




