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LAS at a 
glance Established by Fred and Sigrid Ott in 1960

Led by 3rd generation of Ott family
Not-for-profit foundation since 2005

Grades 7-12 (12-18 years old)
Postgraduate Year - Year 13
International Baccalaureate (IB)
US High School Diploma
English as a Second Language (ESL)
English Bridge Program (April-August)
Faculty-to-student ratio - 1:7
Average class size - 12
Full-time faculty - 72; 95% live on campus
70% with higher degrees
SAT/ACT/IELTS preparation and testing

340 students
Over 50 nationalities
Full boarding school
French-speaking part of Switzerland
Mountain location, alpine resort of Leysin
Two hours from Geneva
Sports teams
European travel
Arts and cultural performances
Ski-Term, January to March
Caring community
Partnership with parents
Weekend excursions
Faculty Family

Belle Époque Campus
Savoy Campus
Black box theater
Performance hall
Art center
Two libraries
Athletic Center
Squash court
Two fitness rooms

99% of graduates attend 
universities worldwide
Over 50% continue to U.S. 
universities
Global alumni network

Trips include - 
Swiss excursions: 
Geneva, Berne, Lugano
Italian trips: 
Florence, Rome, Venice
European trips: 
London, Paris, Barcelona
Optional spring break trips: 
Tanzania, Nepal, India, Thailand

3-4 week program, June-August
7-18 years old; 3 age groups;
7-11, 12-14, 15-18
Optional Cultural tour
French & English language immersion
Weekend Swiss excursions
5 themed programs for class selection:
 - Language
 - S.T.E.M.
 - Arts & Creativity
  - Entrepreneurship
 - Liberal Arts

history

academics
lifestyle

travelfacilities

future

summer in 
switzerland
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MISSION STATEMENT
Developing Innovative, Compassionate 

& Responsible Citizens of the World.

Innovative
Being creative and open-minded in 
developing a passion for learning 

Compassionate
Demonstrating a strength of character through 
a true sense of kindness and caring 

Responsible
Making thoughtful decisions that take into 
account the community and the environment 

Citizens of the World
Encouraging a state of mind that promotes 
international understanding through a shared 
respect for everyone, regardless of their 
culture

a message to parents:
The goal of any school is to provide education but LAS does so much more than this.
 
We believe that our role is to educate, nurture talent and open up a child’s mind to the many 
opportunities that the future will bring. As such, we want our students and alumni to understand their 
places in the world in relation to others and to understand that they can make a difference to their 
own lives and strive to improve the lives of others in their community and beyond.
 
If you share this view of the world, LAS is certainly the right school and environment for your child.
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MY FIRST GREAT

adventure
“Coming to LAS was my first great 
adventure—my first time away from my 
family, and first time in a foreign country 
by myself.  But “by myself” is not accurate; 
with the help of my friends, my faculty 
family and my teachers, I felt like I could 
accomplish absolutely anything.
 My academic opportunities at 
LAS were outstanding: not only were 
the classes rigorous, but the faculty and 
administration also were willing to offer 
additional challenges outside of the 
classroom through independent projects 
and self-taught electives.
 LAS showed me what I was capable 
of when I set my mind to it; it made me 
fearless. It was this experience that helped 
me get into Princeton and succeed there.”

Yuliya ‘08, Ukraine 

A L U M N I
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More than 50 years ago,
Fred and Sigrid Ott had a vision. They imagined a school 
where teenagers could reach their academic, social and ethical 
potential to face the world’s challenges. They dreamt of a 
beautiful, secure location where students from every country 
could learn to relate to each other, rising to become true 
“citizens of the world.” In 1960, this vision came to life with 
their founding of Leysin American School. 
 The Ott family believed that by fostering the 
best practices of international education within a family-
oriented, global community, they could help students achieve 
extraordinary things, both personally and academically. Today, 
these beliefs continue to sustain LAS in its progress while 
empowering our teachers and staff. It gives our School a singular 
spirit and ability to accomplish what others cannot—to help our 
students realize their destiny as the future leaders of the world, 
a world that will need their best thinking and creativity.

LAS Foundation 
 In 2005, the Ott family took the next step to ensure 
the School’s growth, ceding their majority ownership of LAS 
to the LAS Foundation for the Advancement of International 
Education, a non-profit philanthropic organization overseen by 

Over time, 

a lasting
vision

the Swiss government. This shift in governance has enriched 
LAS through the establishment of the Alumni & Development 
Office, which has helped alumni reconnect with the school. The 
School’s leadership is still provided by the Ott family, now in its 
third generation.
 Inspired by the past but focused on the future, this 
new generation is applying the vision of Fred and Sigrid 
Ott to a new century, looking to innovative practices and 
sophisticated technologies to advance the LAS experience. 
Through their guidance, LAS continues to offer an exceptional 
boarding school education while promoting true international 
understanding among young people.
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Train Station
Located directly behind the 

Belle Époque building

Student Hotspots
Dedicated area for 

educational research

12 Buildings
6 separate dormitories & 

2 libraries
Performing Arts Center

Theater and Music room

Travel Office
Assists with travel 

arrangements

Athletic Complex
Gym, dance studio, fitness 
center and squash court

Health Centers
Located on each campus

Visual Arts Center
State of the art 

our campus
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At LAS, we believe that education reaches far  

beyond academic excellence. It also must incorporate 

the individual development of ethics, morals and 

pride. By gaining this greater sense of self-awareness 

and purpose, LAS students are able to explore the full 

reach of their talents while unlocking new abilities.

 At LAS, they share their experiences with other 

students from over 50 nations, each with their own rich 

cultures, languages and beliefs. Living and working 

together on the “Magic Mountain,” our students 

quickly learn to widen their previous views to a true 

international outlook, where personal achievement is 

tied closely to a sense of global responsibility.

 It is this balance of values, framed by the 

context of family, that lies at the core of the LAS 

experience.  As our world grows increasingly smaller 

and more interconnected, so does the need for our 

students to feel connected to each other, beyond any 

boundaries.

deeper
values
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Academic Challenge
The LAS program of study is based on rigorous but realistic goals, 
so that students are best prepared for university study. Non-native 
English speakers receive the full support necessary to master English 
communication skills.

Balanced Programs
The LAS school year balances study, sports, recreation and cultural travel 
so that our students receive a holistic education that addresses all of 
their needs and interests.

International Understanding
In our living and learning environment, LAS students mature into model 
“citizens of the world,” actively engaged in promoting those principles 
defined by the United Nations Declaration of Human Rights.

Community Harmony
LAS fosters a stable, caring and supportive family-like environment. 
Students receive guidance through daily interactions with live-in faculty, 
who provide an in loco parentis presence while serving as mentors.

Partnership with Parents
The involvement of LAS parents is essential to the success of our students. 
Through initiatives that encourage long-distance parenting, LAS parents 
are involved partners in the educational process.

Students First
Our first responsibility at LAS is to prepare our students for university, 
careers, and life. To that goal, we have based our organization, programs, 
and policies on fulfilling every student’s needs.

Teachers as Mentors
Our faculty plays a key role in creating a broader context for learning and 
support, serving as educators, mentors, advisors, and stand-in parents 
for our students.

Look for this icon located throughout the brochure to see 
how our values align with our various programs.
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Family Winter Week
Winter Dorm Olympics

Cowbell Games
Spring Break

Bridge Semester begins
Prom

International Week

august

march

New and returning students arrive Faculty Family Weekend

september

february april

Fall Cultural Trips
Fall Dorm Olympics

october

highlights
OF THE YEAR
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Spring Concerts
Theater Performances

LAS and IB exams
Spring Cultural Trips

november

june

Winter concerts
Winter vacation begins

december

may july

Ski term begins

january
SGIS Volleyball Tournament
Fall Theater Performances

Graduation Summer in Switzerland begins
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Helping Students Thrive 

And for good reason—Switzerland provides 

an outstanding study environment for any 

high school student. Located in the center 

of Europe and bordered by four countries, 

Switzerland offers a healthy, international 

climate and safe, stable setting in which 

students can learn and grow throughout 

their formative teenage years. And, with a 

range of locations that balance academic 

rigor with outdoor adventure, students can 

thrive in all aspects of their development 

while advancing their college placement 

opportunities. 

Exceptional Environment

As any of our students will tell you, 

Switzerland is a place like no other. Its 

breathtaking mountains and surroundings, 

historical cities, vibrant friendly culture, and 

the welcoming Swiss people all combine 

to create an exceptional environment. The 

country also is known to the world as a 

study-abroad destination with educational 

opportunities in many areas, including 

science, business, banking, and today, 

a growing number of world-renowned 

international educational institutions. 

switzerland
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Germany

Italy

France

Geneva 

Lausanne

Aigle Lugano

Bern

Zurich

Basel

Montreux

Austria
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O
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National 
languages 

High-quality 
educational system

Excellent 
cuisine

History of 
tolerance & diversity

Central 
European location

Healthy environment
Alpine, lake

 and city tourism

High-quality
 public services

Welcoming 
and safe

Birthplace of 
Red Cross/Red Crescent

Birthplace of International 
Baccalaureate Organization

Politically and 
financially stable

Lucerne
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What makes Leysin so special? 

Over the years, this tiny mountain village has 

reinvented itself to become an international small 

town with the hospitality, facilities and lifestyle that 

appeal to global visitors and students alike. As a 

popular Alpine resort with stunning vistas, Leysin 

hosts tourists throughout the year in its various 

hotels, pensions and chalets.

Art & Culture

Leysin’s cultural heritage still can be seen today in 

the beautifully sculpted and decorated wooden 

buildings on Village Street and in its traditional 

Swiss cuisine. LAS also hosts regular music 

concerts, from classical to jazz, at the Belle Époque 

Campus to the delight of students and villagers. 

Sports

Along with spectacular skiing and snowboarding, 

Leysin boasts two sports centers offering a wide 

range of indoor and outdoor sports.

International Flavor

Leysin’s current population of 4,000 is made up of 

110 different nationalities, over 30% of which are 

under 19 years of age.

leysin
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Alpine winter resort
Over 100 km of pistes 

Safe and friendly French speaking

Population of 4’0002 sports centers

3 renowned 
international educational 

institutions

English cinema, over 20 
restaurants, cafes, shops

90 minute drive/train from  
Geneva  |  4 train stations

Music & sports events 

O
V
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the boarding 
school 
advantage

Unmatched living/study experience 

The LAS campus and community offers 

an unrivaled experience that promotes 

understanding across cultures and 

experiences. Students and staff enjoy the 

combination of an Alpine location, an 

international curriculum in English, and a 

family setting where friendship, trust and 

honesty take root .

Superior university preparation 

LAS students often attend the finest 

universities, thanks to the School’s excellent 

university-focused curriculum and expert 

guidance through the college counseling 

office. 

Accelerated personal growth

Overall, boarding school students show 

greater maturity, individual responsibility and 

independence through their experience. 

Research also shows that boarding school 

graduates excel at university and afterwards 

in their professional lives.

Highly qualified teachers 

Boarding school teachers bring a higher 

degree of dedication and experience to their 

work than their day school counterparts. 

At LAS, the commitment of our faculty to 

their students’ success is exceptional.  Our 

teachers have made a professional and 

personal choice to be totally immersed in 

the education, lifestyle and upbringing of 

their students, every hour of every day. 

Personalized learning

With an average class size of 12 students 

and a teacher-student ratio of 1:7, LAS 

students receive individual attention in all 

of their classes. As well, community spirit 

builds student confidence and helps them 

to participate fully in an open learning style.

Balanced
Program



PREPARATION FOR THE 

NON-ACADEMIC ASPECTS OF 

COLLEGE LIFE

“Dorm life can be challenging if you have never 

experienced it before. There are many rules 

you have to obey, laundry and ironing you have 

to do on your own, cleaning, etc. Besides that, 

you are put in a room with a person you most 

likely have never met before. Learning how to 

get along is very 

important in 

order to make 

the most of 

the dorm life 

experience. 

Boarding life 

at LAS made 

me more 

independent and open-minded towards new 

cultures and people. And through trial and 

error, I have learned to manage my time.”

MORE THAN THREE QUARTERS 

OF BOARDING SCHOOL STUDENTS 

SAY THEY HAVE BEEN GIVEN 

LEADERSHIP OPPORTUNITIES, A 

FAR HIGHER PERCENTAGE THAN DAY AND PRIVATE SCHOOL 

STUDENTS.

3/4

BY MID-CAREER, MORE BOARDING SCHOOL 

GRADUATES ACHIEVE TOP MANAGEMENT 

POSITIONS WITH MORE FREQUENCY THAN 

STUDENTS FROM OTHER SCHOOLS.

BOARDING SCHOOL STUDENTS PARTICIPATE IN MORE 

EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES THAN DAY SCHOOL 

STUDENTS, WHETHER IT IS EXERCISING AND PLAYING SPORTS 

(12 HOURS VS. 9 HOURS), ENGAGING IN CREATIVE ENDEAVOURS 

LIKE MUSIC OR DRAMA (6 HOURS VS. 4-5 HOURS), OR 

PARTICIPATING IN STUDENT GOVERNMENT AND CLUB ACTIVITIES 

(35% VS. 27%). 

HOURS

BOARDING SCHOOL STUDENTS 

SPEND MORE THAN TWICE 

AS MANY HOURS (17 TO 8) A 

WEEK ON HOMEWORK THAN 

THEIR PEERS IN DAY SCHOOLS.

2X

© The Association of Boarding Schools, 2013. All rights reserved.

Veronika, Ukraine 
Valedictorian, ‘15
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WHAT WILL THE NEXT

day hold?
“I had heard other students say that the 
LAS IB course is challenging and that those 
that take it have to be prepared for hard 
work. I imagined that this meant studying 
in the evening and waking up early in order 
to keep up with all the work. I was soon to 
find out that this is a reality and part of the 
daily life of an IB Student.  However, there 
are plenty of opportunities for sports, 
drama, travel and general enjoyment.
 I take pleasure in all of my subjects 
and cannot decide which my favorite is 
because all of them are very interesting.  
Mathematics is the subject I struggle with 
the most, but I have a good teacher who 
makes it enjoyable. I enjoy my studies so 
much that I always wonder what the next 
day at school will hold for me.”

Nokuthaba ‘14, Zimbabwe

A L U M N I
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middle 
school

grades 7 & 8
The goal of the middle school is to give 

students a strong base on which to build 

their success in later grades through the LAS 

values and goals of academic challenge, 

balanced program, community harmony and 

international understanding.

A self-contained program 

The middle school will be largely a self-

contained program and students will interact 

mostly with other grade 7 and 8 students and 

the faculty members assigned to the middle 

school. This applies to academics, activities 

and excursions and the faculty members 

chosen have a long and successful history of 

teaching and as dorm-heads at LAS. 

Students will have at least one daily 7 and 8 

grade assembly where they will be together 

as a group and one supervised afternoon 

excursion during the week. They will also 

enjoy more required scheduled activities, 

particularly on weekends and Middle School 

cultural trips will only be for Grades 7 & 8.

Integrated life at LAS

Students will interact with older students 

through their faculty family, sports, whole 

school assemblies and some excursions. 

They will be integrated into life at LAS 

while under the supervision of assigned, 

experienced faculty members. LAS sees 

a greater need for supervision with the 

students at this age but this must be balanced 

to let students become integrated fully into 

the school body. Academic assessment will 

include a greater emphasis on placement 

in classes by ability and level achieved with 

exposure to a greater number of subjects, 

topics, and faculty members by including 

shorter courses. This will bring a wider area 

of learning and interest to students at this 

young age.

Safe & secure 
environment

Wide range of subjects 
to discover

Supervised by 
experienced teachers &  

staff
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Academics
Classes & Learning Environment
Classrooms will be on the Savoy campus with the preparatory years (grades 9 & 10) but physically 
distinct to the extent possible. With some exceptions (e.g. world language courses), 7 and 8 
graders will be in classes with other 7 and 8 graders. They will also participate in one hour of 
supervised studyhall per day.
 
Middle School Teachers
Several full-time teachers have been assigned to the Middle School as well as other teachers 
in speciality areas. Some classes will have two teachers to provide support where needed to 
ensure that students receive the attention and teaching they deserve.

Schedule
Students who have shown an aptitude in a class will be able to take teacher guided independent 
work to aid with development and learning skills. Grades 7 & 8 schedule is the same as the rest 
of the school except Friday afternoon excursions during Fall and Spring Term. In the Winter 
Term, students take ski lessons on Tuesday and Thursday afternoons with a full day schedule 
on Friday. 



23   |   Leysin American School 

preparatory 
years

grades 9 & 10
In Grades 9 & 10, LAS students will take 

a step up in their education as results in 

Grades 9-12  will count toward the GPA of 

the US Diploma.

Developing responsibility 

Progressing from the Middle School years, 

students at LAS will be expected to show 

more responsibility. In Grade 10, students will 

begin meeting with the university counselors 

to consider the important decisions facing 

them at the end of the year, whether to 

enroll in the International Baccalaureate or  

the US Diploma program.

  The weekly timetable differs as 

there is no special excursion on Friday as 

part of the curriculum, as with Grades 7 & 

8, but optional excursions and activities are 

organized for the weekend. As with all LAS 

students, Winter term sees ski lessons on 

Tuesday and Thursday afternoon.

  Students in the these grades will 

take 6 core subjects with Grade 9 studying 

Health & PE and Grade 10 taking Academic 

Literacy as the seventh subject. Grade 10 

students are also given the option to start 

the Model United Nations activity, which is 

part of the International Baccalaureate.

Nurturing independence

Grade 9 & 10 students are given more 

independence and will undertake Study Hall 

in their rooms with the supervision of dorm 

heads, rather than in the fully supervised 

environment of Grades 7 & 8.

  Grade 9 and 10 boys are housed in 

either the Eden or Savoy dormitory. Grade 8  

and 9 girls are housed in Vermont and grade 

10 in Beau Site.  Each dorm is supervised 

by the dorm head and students will build 

strong relations with both students in the 

dorm, faculty family and their dorm heads 

through living in an international boarding 

school environment.

Students become 
independent & 

responsible

Dorm rooms are shared 
with students from other 

cultures

Integrated ESL program
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diploma years
grades 11 & 12
In 2009, LAS opened the Belle Époque 

Campus  to International Baccalaureate 

students and now all students in Grades 11 

& 12 will be able to study in the beautiful 

building and surroundings with purpose 

built classrooms.

 Girls in Grade 11 will be housed 

at Beau Site and boys in Grade 11 at Savoy. 

Grade 12 students will be living in separate 

wings on the Belle Époque Campus.

University Counseling 

These two years will map out the future 

course of study. In Grade 11, students 

increase their contact with the university 

counselors. Students are given advice on 

their university options, testing for aptitude 

and preference and are helped with the 

application process by three specialized 

staff members. Grades 11 & 12 students will 

also be able to attend presentations from 

over 60 universities on campus at LAS and 

attend major university fairs.

Becoming a young adult

Students in these grades will be expected to 

show greater maturity and in return will be 

treated as young adults, but still under the 

supervision of dorm-heads, teachers and 

faculty families. In addition to the available 

sports teams, arts and drama, weekend 

excursions and activities, students in these 

grades will also have weekend options as 

they will be able to travel out of Leysin, with 

parental permission and good academic 

standing. 

 Over 70% of students will be 

enrolled in the International Baccalaureate 

Diploma Programme and this creates a 

strong study environment for all students in 

these important final high school years.  

University preparation

All students will 
participate in 

community service
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US high school
diploma program

The accredited US High School Diploma from LAS 

is awarded to all graduates of the School and meets 

the entrance requirements of US universities and 

many others worldwide.

 Our diverse, international body of students 

enrolls at LAS at different points in their academic 

careers. For that reason, the School has designed 

the challenging but flexible US Diploma program 

to meet the academic needs of university-bound 

students.

 Through this balanced program of study, 

which includes an ESL option for those who need 

support in English, LAS students focus on core 

studies and corresponding disciplines needed 

for university application and entrance. Our track 

record in this area is exceptional; students work with 

a university counselor during grades 10, 11 and 12. 

In addition, an SAT/ACT specialist is available on 

campus each spring to help students improve their 

scores and confidence in preparation for the test. 

Accepted by US universities 
and worldwide

University counseling office 

Academic support

Accredited by the Council of 
International Schools and the New  

England Association of  
Schools & Colleges
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Overview 

All students who graduate from LAS are awarded the LAS US High School Diploma, including 
students enrolled in the International Baccalaureate Program. Over the course of the program, 
students will concentrate on the key academic areas required for university entrance—English, 
mathematics and science—as well as other important subjects that help to develop greater 
personal and social awareness—modern languages, social sciences, humanities and arts. 
Students enrolled in the ESL program also earn the LAS US High School Diploma.

LAS US High School Diploma Program

While students enroll in seven classes daily, this program for grades 9 to 12 is built around the 
6 subject groups of the IB. The seventh class varies depending on grade level. This “Integrated 
Core” class has been designed to meet the needs of different age groups: Life Skills for the 
8th graders, Health and PE for the 9th graders, Academic Literacy for 10th graders, and Digital 
Literacy for 11th and 12th graders.

 

 

2
Semesters per year 

beginning in August and 

January

Group 1: 

English

Group 2: 

Modern Languages

Group 3: 

Social Studies

Group 4:

Science

Group 5: 

Mathematics

Group 6: 

Performing & Visual 

Arts

Group 7:

Integrated Core
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international
baccalaureate

University Preparation 

Universities have reported that the IB fully 

prepares students to master undergraduate 

coursework with ease. Its consistently high 

standards are so respected that many 

universities give credit for IB subjects taken 

in high school. 

  The IB Diploma Programme fully 

prepares students to undertake degrees and 

LAS graduates who have completed the IB 

Diploma Programme have studied at many 

prestigious universities. 

 At LAS, the average IB scores are 

above the world average with students 

achieving outstanding results each year.

Internationally Recognized

The International Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma 

Programme is a central feature of the   

LAS educational experience. Internationally 

recognized for its global perspective and 

uncompromising approach.

 The IB’s principles closely 

mirror those of LAS, including academic 

excellence, international perspective, and 

compassion for others. While the program 

covers a broad spectrum of learning areas, 

it also focuses on the development of skills 

necessary for success in university studies as 

well as in the workplace.    

(IB) diploma programme

Academic 
Challenge
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The IB Process: Creating University-Ready Students

IB offers students a greater opportunity for success at university.  
Research has found that IB graduates were “much more likely to be enrolled at one of the 
top 20 higher education institutions than entrants holding other qualifications.” By studying 
six IB subjects—three higher level and three standard—students aren’t forced to limit their 
academic choices and can keep their university options open. IB students also develop a depth 
of knowledge that serves them well in their careers and encourages lifelong learning. 

IB graduates care about more than just results.
The creativity, action, service (CAS) requirement in the IB Diploma Programme encourages 
experiential learning and knowledge through action. For many years, IB students at LAS have 
been heavily involved in humanitarian works, from construction of schools in Africa to rebuilding 
houses in parts of Europe and activities in the local community. These compassionate efforts 
are a key part of the LAS mission in creating a community of students who want to make the 
world a better place.

The IB experience produces confident, critical thinkers.
IB students are required to complete a capstone project called The Extended Essay. This 
research paper of up to 4,000 words requires independent research and excellent organizational 
skills. The project also helps students develop cognitive, research, and writing skills that are 
highly valued by university admissions offices. 

The IB is a genuinely international qualification.
The International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme is designed to provide an international 
perspective, while allowing students to maintain their local and national identity. Through the 
IB program at LAS, our students learn to see the world from different cultural perspectives and 
communicate with peers from different backgrounds. 

Universities recognize IB coursework – and give credit for it.
According to US research, IB graduates are over 20% more likely to be admitted into the 
country’s most prestigious universities, including Harvard, Princeton, Yale and Stanford. LAS is 
proud of its placement record for all of its students, with IB students regularly admitted at top 
universities in the US and around the world.

LAS IB subjects are coordinated with other studies.
The IB’s (TOK) Theory of Knowledge classes develop analytical thinking by encouraging 
students to make inter-disciplinary connections, an important skill for university studies. For 
this reason, all IB and US Diploma students at LAS take the TOK class to increase their university 
options and to ensure that they are college-ready.

1
LAS was the first 

boarding school in 
Switzerland to introduce 

the IB programme in 
1991

20%
IB students are 20% 

more likely to be 
admitted into top 10 US 

universities

IB students are 
heavily involved in 
humanitarian works
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7th Grade
- English 7

- Modern Language Awareness

- Social Studies 7

- Science 7

- Mathematics 7

- Fine Arts

- Physical Education 7 

8th Grade
- English 8

- Modern Language Awareness

- Social Studies 8

- Science 8 

- Mathematics 8

- Fine Arts

- Physical Education 8

7th Grade
- ESL Skills

- ESL Guided Reading 7

- ESL Social Studies 7

- ESL Science 7

- Mathematics 7

- Fine Arts

- Life Skills 7

8th Grade
- ESL Skills

- ESL Guided Reading 8

- ESL Social Studies 8

- ESL Science 8

- Mathematics 8

- Fine Arts

- Life Skills 8

 

9th Grade
- ESL Skills

- ESL Guided Reading

- ESL Ancient World History

- ESL Biology 

- Mathematics

- Drama/Art

- Health & PE 

10th Grade
- ESL Skills

- ESL Guided Reading

- ESL modern World History

- ESL Physical Science

- ESL Mathematics

- ESL Drama/Art

- Academic Literacy

sample course 
selection 

ESLESL

MIDDLE SCHOOL (grades 7 & 8) PREPARATORY YEARS (grades 9 & 10)

9th Grade 
- English 9

- French or Spanish

- Ancient World History

- Biology

- Algebra 1 or Algebra 2

- Art 2D/3D

- Health & PE 

10th Grade 
- English 10

- French or Spanish

- Modern World History 

- Physical Science

- Algebra 2 & Trigonometry

- Drama

- Academic Literacy
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11th/12th Grade
Sample Liberal Arts 

Concentration
- Theory of Knowledge (TOK)

- English HL

- French HL

- Geography, History or       
  Economics HL

- Environmental Science or     
  Biology SL

- Mathematics SL

- Art, Language or 
  Social Science SL

11th/12th Grade
Sample Science/Math 

Concentration
- Theory of Knowledge (TOK)

- English SL

- French SL

- Economics or History SL

- Biology or Chemistry HL  

- Mathematics HL

- Physics HL

Actual course offerings are outlined on the LAS website 
(las.ch/academics/courses) and are dependent on individual 

assessment, master schedule, demand and availability. 

US High School Diploma

IB Diploma

DIPLOMA YEARS (grades 11 & 12)

HL= Higher Level   |   SL= Standard Level

11th Grade 
- English A Language and Literature SL
  or English B HL

- French or Spanish

- Economics or Psychology

- Astronomy, Chemistry, Biology, or  
  Environmental Systems & Societies

- Math SL, Math Studies SL, or 
  Applied Math

- Music, Drama, Art, or Film

- Theory of Knowledge (TOK)

12th Grade 
- English A Language and Literature SL
  or English B HL

- French or Spanish

- Economics or Psychology

- Astronomy, Chemistry, Biology, or  
  Environmental Systems & Societies

- Math SL, Math Studies SL, or Statistics

- Music, Drama, Art, or Film

- Theory of Knowledge (TOK)
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english 
as a 
second language 

(ESL) program

Live & learn in an English-speaking community

Participate in IB level coursework

Transition to mainstream and IB courses

Bridge Program

Focus on the four basic skills: 
 

sheltered-immersion model of teaching 

where language and content are integrated 

to promote the mastery of English language 

on an accelerated basis. As a result, non-

native English speakers can transfer directly 

to LAS from abroad and still continue their 

high school studies without the need for an 

ESL preparation year.

While at LAS, about 30% of our students 

will take an ESL course at some point. No 

matter his or her background, our highly 

integrated ESL program ensures that every 

student will gain the necessary proficiency 

in English to graduate and continue on 

to university education. Our difference 

is in the unique LAS approach: We use a 

Reading 
skills 

Conversational 
fluency

Writing
competency

Listening 
comprehension
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Core Values

The ESL program at LAS promotes the development of three core values:
- Social communication and social skills
- Academic learning 
- Maintaining development in their native languages

ESL Placement Policy

Students who apply for admission to LAS as non-native English speakers are expected to take 
the Oxford Online Placement Test (OOPT), and/or submit language results from a TOEFL or 
IELTS (International English Language Testing System) test. Scores on these assessments will 
help with initial placement and at the end of each semester, the LAS ESL Department examines 
the progress of all students in the ESL program.

12
Average

 Class Size

7:1
Student:

Faculty Ratio

ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE
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cultural trips 
& travel

pursue academic tasks during these visits 

and complete reports or projects that are 

discussed and graded. At the same time, 

these trips impart  rich cultural insights. 

 These shared experiences help 

students to bond more closely, a key 

element in the education of LAS students. 

Teachers also accompany students on all 

trips as supervisors and mentors, further 

promoting that sense of community fostered 

on campus. 

 As a result of these experiences, 

LAS students gain a greater awareness of 

other cultures, a greater proficiency in the 

language they are studying, and a greater 

understanding of how their participation can 

make a difference to others. 

Boarding school life is about more than just 

study, especially when living in the heart of 

Europe. At LAS, we know the benefits that 

come from introducing students to the 

larger world just outside our door. That’s 

why, throughout the year, LAS students take 

part in organized European cultural trips.

 These trips are much more than a 

break from routine. They are an extension 

of our curriculum. Students are expected to 

Faculty Family Weekend

Fall Cultural Trips

Humanitarian Aid trips 

Optional Spring Break Cultural Trips

Habitat for Humanity

May European Cultural Trips

International 
Understanding
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LAS is able to offer students a wide range of travel options to explore the world. These activities fall into 
three categories, each of which provide participating students with an enriching set of opportunities 
and unforgettable experiences during their time at LAS.

Three categories for LAS trips and travel: 

Outdoor AdventureCultural travel Humanitarian aid
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Cultural Travel
Cultural Trips
Students can choose which European cities they want to visit, including Barcelona, London, 
Paris, Venice, Istanbul, Vienna, Munich, Prague, St. Petersburg or others, for an enriching climax 
to their academic year.

Faculty Family Weekend (September) 
Over this weekend, students get to know their faculty family brothers, sisters and parents. 
These trips generally take place within Switzerland and often involve sports and team-building 
activities. 

Fall Cultural Trips (October) 
All students except seniors visit the cultural 
centers of their host country, Switzerland. 
They enjoy the sights and sounds of beautiful 
historic locations such as Basel, Berne, 
Geneva, Lucerne and Lugano, to gain a 
greater appreciation of Swiss culture. Senior 
and postgraduate students visit Florence, 
Rome or Venice as part of their Theory of 
Knowledge class. These destinations are justly 
famous for their art and architecture that LAS 
students enjoy on these trips.

Spring Break Trip (Optional)
At extra cost, students may opt to go on a 
trip over Spring Break. Past destinations have 
included community service trips as well as 
cultural trips to Bosnia, Tanzania, Costa Rica, 
China, Zimbabwe and Nepal.

Spring Cultural Trips (May)
At the end of the Spring term, students 
take trips to different parts of Europe for 
cultural experiences, augmented by a 
service component with a humanitarian or 
environmental focus. Previous trips have been 
to Barcelona, Berlin, Istanbul, St. Petersburg, 
Prague, Amsterdam and London.

“Volunteering 
for Habitat was 

a tremendous 
experience for 

students and staff 
members. We 

experienced first-
hand a tiny slice 

of the life of those 
less fortunate than 

ourselves, hopefully 
enhancing their lives 

– as well as ours - 
just a little bit.”

- Paul Magnuson,
Director of Research & 

Curriculum  

 

CULTURAL TRIPS & TRAVEL
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Humanitarian

Habitat for Humanity 
LAS students may choose to participate in 
community service to assist the less fortunate in countries 
such as Romania, Nepal or Malawi.

 During the school year, the Habitat for Humanity 
club raised money for a 3-day building project in Braga, 
Portugal. They operated dorm stores and organized fun 
events such as the popular “Pie in the Face”. Our group 
of fifteen students and four staff members traveled to 
Braga and completed cement walls and foundational 
work. 

Outdoor Adventure

The Outdoor Adventure program is a series of excursions 
and activities in the area surrounding LAS. Our alpine 
location allows us to offer many choices with abundant 
rock climbing, high-mountain trekking in ski resorts 
and mountain huts nearby. LAS can also offer sailing on 
Lake Geneva, team building exercises, bike tours and 
Outward Bound adventure and leadership trips outside 
of Switzerland. When possible, these trips feature an 
academic component, linking the ‘curriculum’ of the trip 
with student’s grade-level learning goals.

International 
Understanding
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WORLD-CLASS

education
“The university application process is 
somewhat complicated, because there 
are so many deadlines and requirements 
to fulfill. But our college counselors at 
LAS made this daunting process more 
manageable for us. 
 During my junior year, my counselor 
kept me updated with useful information 
concerning the required examinations I 
had to take for my applications, as well as 
deadlines I should meet. As a senior, my 
counselor guided me through the whole 
admission process, which can be very 
confusing and tedious without someone’s 
help. While writing my college essays, 
I often visited the college counseling 
office to discuss my possible essay topics. 
I’m very grateful for all of the support I 
received in taking this important next step 
in my studies.”

Min Chi ‘13, South Korea

A L U M N I
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university
placement

LAS provides a specialized college counseling 

service for students in Grades 10, 11, 12. 

Staffed by two highly experienced, full-time 

counselors and a full-time administrator, the 

LAS College Counseling Office is effective 

and supportive of students’ wishes and 

Students First
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Average number of 
universities each student 

applies to

8

Acceptance rate of LAS 
students in Universities 
world wide including: 

College counseling team 
consists of 3 full-time staff

99%

47%  US

24%  Europe 
  (including Switzerland)

6%  Other 

21%  UK

1%  Canada

2015-2016

LAS University Acceptances to 

the Top 50 World & US 

universities and colleges

UNITED STATES

University of Pennsylvania

Cornell University

University of Southern California

New York University

University of California, Berkeley

University of California Santa Barbara 

Boston University

University of Washington

University of Illinois 

University of Wisconsin, Madison

Tufts University

Wellesley College

Bates College

Smith College

CANADA

McGill University

University of Toronto

UNITED KINGDOM

Imperial College, London

University of Edinburgh 

King’s College London

University College London

London School of Economics

OTHER COUNTRIES

University of Hong Kong

University of Amsterdam 

US News & World Report Rankings

needs. Through individualized preparation 

plans, our college counselors encourage 

students to choose a college that best 

serves them and their goals. 

 Preparation itself begins in Grade 

10, so that our counselors have sufficient 

time to advise and work with students 

to ensure that they understand their 

college opportunities. In turn, students 

learn to build trusting relationships with 

their counselors and draw on their vast 

experience.

 During these subsequent school 

years, students will prepare for college 

admissions tests, SAT, ACT and English 

TOEFL and IELTS test preparation, while 

developing career portfolios that include 

test and grade results, examples of 

student work, and resumes.

 Overall, the LAS college selection 

and application process is an important 

step in a student’s personal development 

and maturity—and an opportunity to 

prove to themselves that they are ready to 

move on and thrive at university. 
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From the start, the concept of community has 

been a core factor in the LAS experience. In this 

regard, our teachers play a pivotal role in engaging 

and involving our students in our community from 

day one.  Through their constant interaction with 

students on many levels as instructors, supervisors, 

mentors, coaches and dorm parents, our teachers 

create a lasting bond built on trust and respect.

 In turn, our students rely on their teachers 

in a variety of ways such as for emotional support, 

academic help, and the insight of authority. Our 

teachers become their confidants and even mother 

or father figures within the Faculty Family role, 

which brings students and staff together on a daily 

basis.  

 Of course, it takes a special teacher of 

extraordinary character to fulfill this role at LAS. For 

that reason,  only the highest quality of professional 

whose skills extend far beyond the classroom at 

LAS.

Highly qualified teachers

Teach, supervise and guide students

Live in dormitories

Role models

our teachers Teachers as Mentors
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laser
Leysin American School 
Educational Research

(LASER)
LAS Educational Research (LASER) opened its doors in Fall 2014. The research 
center supports faculty, professional development focused on progressive 
teaching techniques and using technology wisely, and supports resident 
scholars: LAS teaching faculty - who pursue research and curriculum work 
over the course of the school year.
 For the 2015-2016 school year, eight teachers, known as Resident 
Scholars, have been selected to develop and pilot curriculum, research and 
revise school-wide assessment and technology practices, and test educational 
products in and out of LAS classrooms.
 In addition, Educational Research invites Visiting Scholars to 
complete academic work from their home institution while living on the LAS 
campus. Our first visiting scholar was from Obirin University in Tokyo, studying 
the IB program. 
 The center also hosts a makerspace with robotics and drones, 
3D printing, and other materials to work on projects and learn computer 
programming during after school activities, mentored by faculty members 
from our IT and science departments.

New astronomy 
observatory on campus

The LASER center 
features robotics & 3D 

printing
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At LAS, we believe in working with students 

and their families to identify and address 

individual needs, to ensure that all students 

achieve their full academic potential.  In 

this regard, we provide a range of student 

support options that are tailored to specific 

needs.

 Teachers are essential to this 

process. Their multifaceted role as educator, 

Faculty Family parent or dorm head allows 

them to identify emerging issues in students 

before they begin to pose problems. LAS 

academic support
students can discuss these issues in full 

confidence with their teachers after class, in 

the dorm or during study hall. This personal 

level of attention and understanding reaches 

beyond our teaching methodology; it is a 

hallmark of our community itself.

 By extension, our continuing 

relationship with parents is vital. We work 

closely with parents to advise them of 

issues that must be addressed and to gain 

their assistance in enforcing study or other 

support programs. 

Students First
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Study Hall
Designated time five nights a week, dedicated to academic engagement.

Extra Help from Teachers
Each teacher is available for at least one hour per week outside of class to work with students.

Supervised Study Hall
A supervised distraction-free environment mandatory for some, during the first half of Study 
Hall.

Academic Contracts
A student who continues to fail to meet minimum academic standards of LAS will be placed on 
an Academic Contract.

The Office of Learning Support
At the LAS Office of Learning Support, we seek to empower students to work independently as 
much as possible, while maximizing their success. 
Services offered through the Office of Learning Support include:

Academic Literacy
Provides basic guidance and skills to help students 
achieve academic success. Concepts may include 
learning styles, daily preparation, note-taking 
strategies, and test-taking skills. 

Tutoring
These sessions are class- or discipline-specific, and 
offered as an option when teachers’ extra-help 
sessions are not sufficient.

Peer Tutoring
Students who have achieved high levels of success 
in a certain subject may volunteer their time to help 
their peers who need more support. 

Faculty Mentor Program
The program pairs students with faculty for a one-
to-one relationship. Mentors act as educational 
facilitators, general tutors, organizers, and motivators.

ELSP (Extended Learning Support Program)

This program is designed to assist students who 
require further support in a holistic and highly 
supportive approach. This program works in close 
collaboration with ELSP students’ teachers, dormitory 
and Health Center staff.
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STUDENTS 

just like you
“When you come to LAS, you need to bring 
two important tools with you—curiosity 
and a willingness to meet new people.
 Because I had grown up and 
gone to school in a Swiss environment, 
my adjustment to living and studying 
in international community was a little 
extreme at first, but at the same time, very 
manageable.
 As an LAS student, you need to 
remember that you are setting foot in a 
school with other students just like you; the 
only difference to your previous school is 
that the other students have come from all 
corners of the globe. And that is just what 
makes LAS the special place it is.  You can 
be from anywhere, but you will always be 
able to make a friend.”

Danilo ‘14, South Africa

A L U M N I
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the LAS 
environment

 In the dormitories, LAS students 

have the opportunity to appreciate other 

cultures. Living together, they first come 

to recognize differences in language 

and behavior, which leads to a deeper 

exploration of ideas, values and histories that 

contribute to each unique cultural identity. 

At the same time, our faculty who serve as 

live-in dormitory parents are committed to 

providing a positive “in loco parentis” role 

model for students.

Family First

LAS promotes a stable, caring, supportive, 

family-like environment where students 

receive adult guidance through daily 

interaction. “Family” is the key word here, 

given that many of our students are living far 

from their own homes.

 The dormitories of Leysin American 

School are vital to the well-being and 

performance of the school community. Our 

students feel at home on campus, which 

helps them to feel positive about themselves 

and their life at LAS. 
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Community Harmony
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International Understanding

Students from about 50 countries study at 

LAS, living together in harmony. Through 

international understanding and shared 

experiences at LAS, students come to 

appreciate the rich diversity of different 

cultures. Classmates often visit each other’s 

countries during holidays, forming strong 

bonds across frontiers and language barriers 

that last beyond their time at school.

 Many alumni recognize the 

importance of this global network and 

the long-term benefits it provides. Alumni 

actively make use of their global network 

long after graduation. Their shared 

experiences and values instilled at LAS carry 

forward to inspire collaborations both in 

business and in other social endeavors.

 Parents undoubtedly miss their 

children when they are away at LAS. However, 

given the opportunities the LAS education 

provides, they can be proud of their child’s 

achievements as they  become young adults 

who are mature, confident, well traveled and 

capable of handling independence.
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the role of 
our faculty

 Each September, Faculty Families 

meet to enjoy events together, such as short 

trips in the Leysin and Vaud Canton areas. 

This extended event helps students and 

teachers to bond more closely as a faculty 

family unit. 

 During Orientation Week at the 

start of the school year, LAS organizes an 

evening where families of students have 

an opportunity to meet faculty parents, an 

important chance for both parties to discuss 

how their children’s needs can be met best 

within the context of the Faculty Family. 

Faculty Advising

As their advisors, our teachers help students 

navigate the world of LAS, in helping them 

choose classes and activities, sign up for 

events, read comments, and understanding 

weekend options.  Faculty parents also 

aid their students in adjusting to the 

expectations of LAS.

Faculty Family

Faculty Family has been a key part of the 

LAS tradition for many years and serves 

as a central link in “belonging” to the 

community. An LAS Faculty Family provides 

an emotional and social reference point for 

students outside of the traditional school 

environment. Composed of teachers and 

students of all ages, it offers all a chance to 

share thoughts and feelings while building a 

sense of trust in their “family.”

 The second role of the family is 

social, providing students with new activities 

that they might not otherwise do with a social 

group outside of their usual friends.   Families 

participate in school events together, 

including special dinners, banquets, 

community cleanups, tobogganing, 

concerts, and drama productions.  

Teachers as Mentors



power 
of parenting

“LAS On the Road” – Visits to Your Country

Family Winter Week in February

Online Connections

Parental Visits

Partnership with 
Parents
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Overview

LAS believes that parental involvement is vital to the success of our students. The more that parents and 
LAS can openly work together towards keeping students on track to graduate, the more students and 
the school community as a whole will benefit. Over the years, we have noticed a strong link between 
parent involvement, student participation on campus and student academic success, which in turn leads 
to excellent university placement. 

Online Connections 

LAS offers parents two helpful online applications to track their student’s progress and behavior. These 
easy-to-use online applications provide instant access to a student’s academic information, including 
grades, attendance, and schedules. Every student and their parents have a personal access code. 
Through the online portals, parents can receive regular email updates, contact teachers directly, monitor 
a student’s disciplinary log, frequency and reason for Health Center visits, financial transactions, and 
travel information. 

Parental Visits

Parents are welcome to visit LAS at any time during the school year to spend time with their student and 
to meet with teachers. However, the School asks that visits not take place too soon after the student’s 
arrival or too frequently, as one of the goals of the boarding school experience is to build a student’s 
sense of independence.  
 Parents may schedule conferences with teachers Monday through Friday during the school day 
and also can take their children off campus on scheduled travel-weekends. 

“LAS On the Road” – Visits to Your Country

LAS staff travel extensively across the globe, meeting with parents on a frequent basis in their home 
countries. Traveling staff members provide updates on student progress and discuss any concerns 
parents may have—as well as suggestions parents may have for improvements to our school.

Family Winter Week

Each February, parents are invited to spend a week at LAS to discuss the future direction of the school 
and to share their feedback concerning their student’s experience. During this week, parents also have 
the opportunity to meet with teachers, attend an open meeting with the Ott family and other key staff 
members, and attend planned social events. This week includes an extended weekend so that parents 
can travel with their student or spend some time in Leysin. 

Discipline and 
health records

Academic 
information including 

grades and attendance

Financial information 
regarding tuition and 

pocket money

Online access to the 
following information 

worldwide:
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dormitory life
Belle Époque Campus

Savoy Campus

Vermont Dormitory

Eden Dormitory

Beau Site Dormitory

Our residential way of life strives to teach 

students to be responsible, ethical citizens 

with the skills to think creatively, reason 

critically, communicate effectively and 

maintain an attitude of respect toward 

people of all cultures.

 All dormitories have several live-

in faculty members who rotate supervisory 

duties weekly. Dormitory supervisors also 

rely on student prefects & ambassadors to 

offer support to their peers and organize 

dorm events.  
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Living with others requires 
patience & understanding

Life in a dorm requires 
time-management skills

Community Harmony
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Belle Époque Campus
Grade 12 Boys & Girls
This recently renovated historical building is a leading architectural jewel in the region. The 
train station adjoining the building reflects the prestige and importance of the building that is 
now the focused campus for the Diploma Years Program. Housing boys and girls in separate 
wings, the two-year program is flourishing, partly because of its idyllic location and state-of-the 
art teaching facilities. 

LAS dormitories
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Savoy Dormitory
Grade 9, 10 & 11 Boys
The Savoy dormitory is located in the Savoy building, home for grades 10 – 11 and most US High School 
Diploma classes. The dorm itself contains ten faculty apartments, 32 student rooms and three student 
lounges. 

Vermont Dormitory
Grade 7, 8, 9 & 10 Girls
Vermont is an extremely popular dorm, housing the Travel Office and connected to the gorgeously 
restored Math Chalet by an underground tunnel. The “Fish Bowl” lounge is located between the two 
structures. In ski season, the Fish Bowl serves as a central gathering point at the end of the day. 

Eden Dormitory
Grade 7, 8, 9, & 10 Boys
Eden features a spectacular, south-facing patio complete with a permanent barbeque, common area 
and a peaceful sense of privacy. 

Beau Site Dormitory
Grade 10 & 11 Girls
The Beau Site dormitory offers impressive views of the Alps. Modern language and Science classrooms 
are in the Beau Site, along with eight faculty apartments, 30 student suites and a large student lounge 
for relaxing and socializing. Belle Époque 

Campus Facts:
- Grand Hotel train station    

  connected to the building

- Faculty on each floor

- Home to the LAS Visitor’s  

  Center

- 25 fully-equipped modern    

  classrooms

- Dining hall

- Fitness room

- Arts room

- Science center

- “The Cave” student social  

  center, media and games

- Health center

Savoy Campus 
Facts:
- 4 separate dormitories 

- Library, computer labs 

- Classrooms, theater 

- Athletic center;

  Gym, dance studio, 

  fitness room, squash court

- Dining hall

- “Red Frog”student social  

  center, media & games 

- Performing arts center 

- Visual arts center

- Travel office 

- Health center
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Balancing a budget
Students manage their 

pocket money each week

Peer Tutoring
Senior students help and 
advise younger students

Throughout their time at LAS, students are 

encouraged and supported to become 

mature, independent teenagers with the 

ability to be at ease in all situations. Their  

experiences and exposure to new ideas, 

with the constant presence and guidance of 

LAS faculty and staff,  gives them strength 

that they can draw upon in the future.

personal 
development

Balanced Program
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Laundry
Each student is responsible 

for their own laundry. 

Honor Code
Students must behave responsibly 

in the community

Ambassadors
Assist with community service, welcome 

groups, dorm duties and events
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Roommates
Shared rooms help students to understand 

other cultures and languages 15
Study Hall

Every LAS student has about
15 hours of study hall per week

PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT 

LAS 
Balancing a budget

Students manage their 
pocket money each week

Student Council
The link between students 

and faculty

Peer Tutoring
Senior students help and 
advise younger students

Duke of Edinburgh
 Earning this award is a journey of 
personal discovery and adventure 

Music
Opportunities from Jazz Band
 to Rock School are available

Students MUST:

Students CAN:



At LAS, we want our students to enjoy a healthy 

lifestyle by participating in sports and activities that 

are engaging, challenging and perhaps completely 

new. LAS sports teams compete against other 

schools in the region, aided by coaches who 

work to improve student competency as well as 

enjoyment of sports. 

 In keeping with the LAS approach of 

providing a balanced lifestyle, students also are 

encouraged to get involved in a range of other 

activities including the arts, music, and theater, 

where they can express themselves individually or 

as part of a group.  

sports,
activities

& the arts

a day in 
the life
OF AN LAS 
STUDENT Breakfast - 7:00 Classes - 8:15 Lunch - 11:45 Classes 12:45
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*List based on the offerings of 2014 and subject to change

Students participate in an activity twice a week. They have 
their choice of recreational activities, clubs or team sports. 

Study Hall - 19:00Dinner - 17:45 Lights Out - 22:00Activities and Sports - 15:30

Activities
Aerobics

American Flag Football

Basketball   

Bouldering                  

Climbing Wall / Outdoor Climbing

Computer Coding    

Cross Country Skiing (winter term)

Dance Choreography

Field Games

Floor Hockey

Hiking

Horseback Riding

Kickboxing / Martial Arts

Language Awareness

Outdoor Adventure 

Outdoor Fitness Course

Rowing 

Rugby

Skiing and Snowboarding

Soccer

Squash

Strength & Conditioning

Swimming

Tennis

Weightlifting

Yoga

   Sports Teams
Basketball

Cross-country

Rowing

Snowboarding

Skiing

Soccer

Swimming

Volleyball

Tennis

Clubs
Community Service

Event Planners

Environmental Club

Habitat for Humanity

Model United Nations 

National Honor Society 

Student Council 

Arts  
Jazz Ensemble 

Visual Arts Exhibitions

Music Concerts

Theatre



The perfect setting

Leysin’s traditional alpine lifestyle comes 

alive in the winter. Blessed with an ideal 

climate for skiing and many hours of 

sunshine, the town provides a superb setting 

for skiing with ski runs for all abilities. 

 For LAS students, the arrival of 

the winter term schedule means the return 

of another exhilarating season on the 

slopes with their classmates and teachers. 

Following lunch on Tuesdays and Thursdays, 

students engage in skiing and snowboarding 

activities. Beginners are enrolled in two-hour 

lessons, while intermediate and advanced 

level students have one lesson and one day 

ski season
of free skiing each week.  LAS also invites 

more accomplished students to join the 

school’s alpine ski and freestyle teams and 

compete against other schools during ski 

season. In addition, our central location 

makes it possible for students to spend their 

weekends skiing in other nearby resorts such 

as Verbier, Zermatt, Gstaad, Portes du Soleil, 

and Les Diablerets.

Safety first

All LAS student skiers and snowboarders are 

schooled in proper safety precautions and 

attend a mandatory avalanche information 

session. A weekend-long avalanche training 

program (with certification) also is offered to 

all students and staff members. 

Half Day!
On Tuesdays and Thursdays after 
lunch in the winter term, students 
go skiing and snowboarding. On 

weekends they can ski with friends.
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Avalanche Awareness Training
All intermediate and higher level skiers and 
snowboarders attend mandatory avalanche 
educational seminars and field courses on 

the mountain.

Balanced Programs
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Beginner Level
Twice a week, all beginners are 

enrolled in 2 -hour lessons.

Intermediate/Advanced Level
Students have one lesson and one day 

of free skiing each week.
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To nurture and develop innovative, compassionate and 
responsible citizens of the world—at LAS, that has been 
our continuing goal over the past five decades.  Today, our 
extended alumni family, spanning more than 60 nationalities, 
embodies that and much more. 
 Our alumni are corporate executives, engineers, 
teachers, and humanitarians. They create global businesses, 
conduct important research at the world’s leading 
universities, educate future leaders on every major continent, 
and volunteer to help the less fortunate across the planet.
 At LAS, we are committed to maintaining a life-
long relationship with our graduates and former students 
through an ever-expanding alumni relations program.

after 
graduation

-

- 

- 

- 

Maintains and promotes alumni participation in the 
development and growth of LAS.

Provides direct link of communication between LAS and 
alumni.

Enhances LAS’s presence internationally.

Provides educational, professional and social 
networking opportunities across the globe.

Our active Alumni Program:
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life skills
“The most important life skills that I learnt 
at LAS were discipline and management. 
I learnt how to look after myself, not 
only academically, but in every aspect of 
life—from waking up on time to doing 
my laundry and balancing extra-curricular 
activities with a social life. Most Indian 
students who study abroad feel somewhat 
lost in the beginning; many who cannot 
adjust to a new environment end up 
going back home. LAS nurtured me in a 
manner to be prepared for the experience 
of international living and studies. I didn’t 
struggle at all because at boarding school, 
I was helped and guided through the 
various responsibilities of student life. My 
teachers and the administration at LAS 
instilled a much-needed discipline in me.”

Soham ‘10, India

A L U M N I
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Veronika Radinovska, our valedictorian from the class of 
2015 interviewed Ania Gruszczynska, the valedictorian 
from the class of 2014. This is an excerpt from that 
interview. 

V: How do you think LAS prepared you for the future?
A: One of the things I appreciate most about my LAS 
education is the school’s focus on global awareness. 
Meeting wonderful friends and teachers from all corners 
of the globe and exploring a variety of destinations on 
organized cultural trips were fundamental to my learning 
process. These aspects of LAS life were just as rewarding 
as the traditional classroom experience. LAS provided 
me with all the tools I need to succeed in university, and 
I’m quite certain that I’ll be reaping the benefits of my 
education here as I move towards my future career. 

V: I know that you were the valedictorian of your class, 
were accepted into Cambridge, and participated in 
numerous extracurricular activities and clubs. Tell me 
about what motivates you.
A: I’m unsure what the future holds for me, so I’m always 
motivated to take the opportunities given to me and 
utilize them to the best of my ability. A lot of people 
would say that they have clear goals in mind, and they’re 
always working toward them. But I’m quite the opposite! 
I just try to enjoy the process of getting to the unknown 
without putting too much pressure on myself. 

V: I know that you did an IB program at LAS. Did the 
subjects you chose in high school closely match your 
choice of major?
A: I definitely see how the subjects I was studying as an IB 
student help me tackle the challenges I face at university. 
Unlike the British high school program, IB educates 
students in all major areas of study as opposed to a select 
few. In addition, IB students are required to take a TOK 
class, which I did not fully appreciate as a high school 
student. When I began my university studies, I began to 
realize how well this class prepared me for independent 
thinking, questioning of knowledge, and presenting my 
ideas in a smart, effective way. 

alumni 
experiences

VALEDICTORIAN

Veronika Radinovska ‘15
New York University
Abu Dhabi, UAE

VALEDICTORIAN

Ania Gruszczynska ‘14 
Cambridge University
Cambridge, UK
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Judy
“Being LAS’s first legacy family?  It’s a real honor for 
us—and a tradition that we definitely want to continue.   
Sending my daughter Jill to LAS opened up her world in 
every way imaginable.  And through the lasting friends 
she made there, the school continues to have a positive 
effect on her life.
 I first arrived at LAS in 1961 
during the school’s first year. It was a bit of 
a culture shock to find myself high in the 
Swiss Alps, as I had been living in Libya 
with my family for a few years. But I soon 
found myself immersed in the beauty 
of the surroundings and in my new LAS 
family. By the time I had to leave LAS 
after my junior year, I was heartbroken. My 
experience there had been life changing, 
supported by deep friendships that still 
are going strong today!
 I definitely would advise any LAS 
alum to let their children attend LAS. It’s 
such an incredible opportunity! Your child 
will receive a top-quality education while 
mingling with other kids from all over the 
planet. It’s an experience like no other and 
will transform their lives.”
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 MOTHER

Judy Vanderhorst ‘63S, ‘95P
University of Colorado
University Administrative Specialist
Las Vegas, USA

DAUGHTER

Jill Hodges ‘95 
Colorado State University, BFA
Entrepreneur, Creative Director/Graphic Designer,  
Real Estate Broker
Denver, USA

Jill
“Sharing the LAS experience has created an incredible 
bond between my mom and me. While our times were 
over 40 years apart, they parallel each other in so many 
special memories.  It’s funny—I had heard about LAS my 
whole life, since all of my mom’s best friends (my “aunts” 
and “uncles”) were her lifelong friends from LAS. When 
she sent me there, she knew it would change my life—
and it really did!
 When I first arrived at the school, I was amazed 
at how genuinely friendly everyone was.  I instantly found 
a friend in my faculty family, Brenda Salazar ’94; knowing I 
had that group that I belonged to helped immensely.  Two 
years later, as I was leaving after graduation, I tearfully said 
goodbye at the Feydey station to my two best friends, 
Tomoko ’95 and Junko Mizobuchi ’95.  I was heading off 
to college in Colorado and they were going to University 
in Japan.  (By the way, we’re still best friends!) 
 While I can say that I’ve had an incredibly full life 
since then, nothing has ever compared to my time and 
the friendships I made at LAS.”
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SMALL COUNTRY

big summer
Summer in Switzerland at Leysin American 
School is a combination of summer school  
and summer camp, where focused study is 
integrated with outdoor adventure and  
travel. 

            The SIS experience begins in one of 
the most spectacular places on earth — the 
Swiss Alps, which cover nearly 70% of the 
country. Majestic peaks like the Matterhorn 
rise to heights from 900 to nearly 4,500 me-
ters and offer a range of year-round recre-
ational opportunities. Along with a healthy 
and comfortable climate, this setting offers 
a safe location for SIS. Mark Kolman,  

Director of Summer in Switzerland

D I R E C T O R



Switzerland
Switzerland offers safety, 

security and natural beauty

Where international friendships start
Students from all over the world come together at SIS to 
share their cultures and lifestyles through group excursions 
and activities, new friendships grow. 

A safe, supportive setting
Leysin offers the ideal safety, security and outstanding 
natural beauty long associated with Switzerland. Our 
Alpine resort offers many opportunities for summer 
activities and sports, supervised under the watchful eyes of 
experienced SIS staff. 

Experienced, talented staff
Our international staff members possess a wide range 
of skills and experience in working with children and 
adolescents. Over half of the staff return each year, creating 
an atmosphere that is welcoming and comfortable.

Courses are built around 5 streams: 

Faculty families
Students at SIS are grouped in families created by age 
level, with boys and girls adopting one or two faculty 
members as SIS “parents.” Families meet regularly for 
evening games, snacks and conversation, and even share 
some outings or activities together. 

2 Sessions
The two SIS sessions are each three weeks in length with  
an optional Cultural Tour at the end of each session. The 
SIS staff greet arriving students at the Geneva Airport, 
with transportation provided back to the airport when 
departing.

Classes, activities and excursions
Students attend classes in the morning and participate in 
group activities during the afternoon, learning about the 
world and themselves while meeting other students from 
diverse cultures. On weekends, students embark on fully 
supervised half and full-day excursions in nearby Swiss 
cities and visit cultural and recreational landmarks.

summer in 
   switzerland

Morning classes - Afternoon activities & sports

English or French immersion program

European cultural tours

Language S.T.E.M. 
Science, Technology, 
Engineering & Math

Arts & Creativity Entrepreneurship Liberal Arts
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SUMMER IN SWITZERLAND 

SIS 

Sports
Students can spend their afternoons 

participating in various sports

Classes
5 themed programs are available 

to each age group

International Friends
Students share their cultures 

and lifestyles

Cultural Tours
Students choose a European 
country to visit for one week

Experienced, Talented Staff
LAS has over 60 years of experience 

organizing summer programs

Excursions
Weekend excursions to various 

local attractions

Switzerland
Switzerland offers safety, 

security and natural beauty

Arts
Drama, dance, songwriting 

and more are available 

Alpine Adventure (ages 7-11)
Alpine Exploration (ages 12-14)
Alpine Challenge (ages 15-18) 
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next steps

Want to find out more about LAS or have a question? Get in 
touch with the admissions office in Leysin and we will get back 
to you with the information you need. We look forward to 
hearing from you soon.
 
+41-24-493-4888 
admissions@las.ch
www.las.ch/admissions/information

contact LAS

Subscribe to the LAS newsletter by sending your contact 
details to: news@las.ch

subscribe

Are you ready to have the summer of your life? If you have 
questions or would like additional information about our 
summer program, please don’t hesitate to contact us.

+41-24-493-4888 
sis@las.ch  
www.las.ch/summer 

apply to LAS

apply to SIS

Already made up your mind to join us at LAS?  Our online 
application will simplify the procedure.

www.las.ch/admissions/applyonline/

contact SIS

If you’re ready to apply for our SIS program, our online 
application will make this a quick and easy process. 

www.las.ch/summer/apply



Chemin de La Source 3, CP 108, 1854 Leysin, Switzerland


