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QUALIFICATION RECOGNISED BY UK UNIVERSITIES
The University Foundation Programme is an academic course 
designed to prepare international students for study on a  
range of undergraduate courses taught in English. It leads to  
a British Level 3 qualification, recognised as the entry level  
for many undergraduate courses at most universities in the UK.  
The course is reviewed and moderated by external examiners, 
who are drawn from academic staff at the University of Essex.

BROAD PROGRAMME OF SKILLS DEVELOPMENT
The course includes the study of three academic subjects, 
the development of essential study skills, and language 
and preparation for IELTS, the English language test widely 
recognised by universities around the world. 

IMPARTIAL ADVICE ON UNIVERSITY APPLICATIONS
Students are offered individual guidance on applying to universities 
from our Higher Education Advisory Service. Although we work 
closely with many universities across the UK, our advice is 
completely independent and impartial. Our expert advisors  
will help you choose the best course and university for you.

OUTSTANDING TEACHING AND RESULTS
Bell has nearly 60 years’ experience in teaching international 
students and our University Foundation Programme has an 
impressive track record of results and university success. 
Students have progressed to study at a wide range of universities 
on courses from law and business to media and politics.

UNIVERSITY FOUNDATION PROGRAMME 
GAIN YOUR PLACE ON AN UNDERGRADUATE COURSE IN THE UK
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        Progressing from school to university is a big step, but the teachers 
here prepare us well. They are all well-educated; one of mine also 
teaches at Cambridge University. I now have offers from Stirling and 
Essex, both well-ranked internationally for my subject, philosophy.
NICOLLE, 17, FROM COLOMBIA

88% 
PASSED WITH 

MERIT OR 

DISTINCTION

100% PASS RATE FOR 
2012 UNIVERSITY 

FOUNDATION STUDENTS

       At university I use all the study skills I learnt at Bell such  
as listening to lectures and taking notes. Bell helped to improve 
my academic vocabulary and supported me throughout the  
UCAS process, course choice and my personal statement.
CHRISTINA, 20, FROM AUSTRIA – UNIVERSITY OF LEICESTER
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COURSE OPTIONS

INTENSIVE PROGRAMME (28 WEEKS)

Minimum age:  17
Course length:  28 weeks
Tuition hours:  22 per week
Start date:   05 January 2014

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Secondary education with a high 
school certificate/diploma, plus  
a minimum of IELTS 5.5.

SUITABLE FOR:
–    Students whose current academic 

year ends after September
–    Students who would like to 

progress to a business-focused 
university course

COURSE OUTCOMES
In addition to improved language, 
academic and subject skills, 
students receive the following:

–  IELTS qualification
–  Bell Foundation Certificate
–   An offer of a place at a UK 

university (which may be 
conditional on results).

FULL ACADEMIC YEAR (36 WEEKS)

Minimum age:  17
Course length:  36 weeks
Tuition hours:  21 per week
Start date:   29 September 2013

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Secondary education with a high 
school certificate/diploma, plus a 
minimum of IELTS 4.5 in all four 
elements of the exam.

SUITABLE FOR:
–    Students looking for a  

full year academic course  
with lots of subject options

COURSE OUTCOMES
In addition to improved language, 
academic and subject skills and 
an introduction to life in Britain 
students receive the following:

–  IELTS qualification
–  Bell Foundation Certificate
–   An offer of a place at a UK 

university (which may be 
conditional on results). 

Our full academic year programme provides a comprehensive introduction 
to academic study in English, preparing you for every aspect of university 
life and allowing you plenty of time to explore university options.

Students on this course have a choice of nine different subject modules, 
which offer a practical foundation to a wide range of university courses.  
You will also develop a wide range of independent learning skills from 
IELTS preparation and Information and Communications Technology (ICT) 
to academic study techniques and receive an introduction to Life in Britain. 
Class work is complemented by lots of individual support from learning 
tutorials to individual advice on university applications.

Sample timetable
MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

9.30 Study skills Study period IELTS  
preparation ICT Study period

11.00 BREAK

11.30 Study period Study skills Life in  
Britain Study period Study  

skills

13.00 LUNCH

14.00 Subject 1 
tuition

Subject 2 
tuition Tutorials Subject 3 

tuition Study period

15.30 BREAK

15.45 Subject 1 
tuition

Subject 2 
tuition

University  
applications

Subject 3 
tuition Study period

This is an example timetable showing a possible week during the course and is subject to change. For 
more information on the structure and content of the course, see pages 6-13.

Our intensive programme is suitable for students with a higher level  
of English and is ideal for those who are currently studying in a country  
with an academic year which ends after the September course starts.  
Students receive expert tuition from our experienced tutors including  
IELTS preparation, study skills and subject knowledge. Students follow  
a business-focused programme, developing their knowledge in English  
of Business Studies, Economics and Quantitative Methods. 

The course begins with an extended four-week induction period, including 
two weeks of guidance in university applications to ensure students meet 
the UCAS deadline on 15 January.
  

Sample timetable
MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

9.30 Subject 1 
tuition

Subject 1 
tuition

Subject 2 
tuition ICT Subject 3 

tuition

11.00 BREAK

11.30 Subject 1 
tuition

Subject 2 
tuition

Subject 2 
tuition

Subject 3 
tuition

Subject 3 
tuition

13.00 LUNCH

14.00 Study  
skills

Study  
skills

Study  
skills

Study  
skills Study period

15.30 BREAK

15.45 Study period Tutorials Visiting 
speakers Study period Study period

This is an example timetable showing a possible week during the course and is subject to change. For 
more information on the structure and content of the course, see pages 6-13.



Study skills
In this component of the module you 
will practise the study skills you will 
need when studying at university. 
The main areas of focus are:

•    Reading and listening: 
understanding text organisation, 
note-taking from articles and 
lectures

•    Writing: planning and  
drafting essays, paraphrasing, 
summarising and synthesising 

•    Speaking: giving presentations, 
discussing ideas and opinions 

•    Critical thinking: analysing and 
evaluating arguments

•    Research: carrying out research 
using the internet and other 
information sources, referencing.

IELTS preparation
The module includes intensive 
preparation for the IELTS 
examination which you will take in 
the final weeks. The IELTS exam tests 
the four language skills of listening, 
reading, writing and speaking.  
An overall IELTS band score of 6.0  

or higher is usually required for 
entry to degree programmes at 
universities in the UK and abroad.

Tutorials and  
supported self-study
One session each week is based in 
the University Programmes Study 
Room or the Learning Centre, 
where students can access the 
resources and support to work on 
areas of study important to 
students. Students will individually 
meet their Academic Skills tutor to 
discuss their work and progress.

ACADEMIC SKILLS MODULE

The core module of the University Foundation Programme comprises study skills tuition, 
preparation for the IELTS exam and individual tutorials with supervised self-study. 
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       I applied to study law at university and found the  
academic skills module very helpful. I’ve learned how  
to write and structure academic essays, how to take  
notes and learned new academic words in English.
SHAHIN, FROM AZERBAIJAN – SCHOOL OF ORIENTAL STUDIES (SOAS)
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COURSE STRUCTURE 
AND CONTENT
The University Foundation Programme is structured around four key study 
modules: an induction, academic skills, subject modules and learning support. 

INTENSIVE 
PROGRAMME 

624
HOURS  

FULL  
ACADEMIC YEAR 

756
HOURS  

FULL  
ACADEMIC YEAR

INTENSIVE 
PROGRAMME

Induction 42 hours 84 hours

Academic skills
Study skills and IELTS preparation
Tutorials and supported self-study

240 hours 
51 hours

108 hours 
36 hours

Subject modules 
Subject 1 
Subject 2 
Subject 3

 
102 hours 
102 hours 
102 hours

 
108 hours 
108 hours 
108 hours

Learning support 
ICT 
Visiting speaker programme 
Life in Britain 
University applications

 
51 hours 
36 hours 
15 hours
15 hours

 
36 hours 
36 hours 

–
included in induction

TOTAL 756 hours 624 hours



PROGRESS TO  
COURSES SUCH AS:
›   Business Studies (BSc) 

City University, London

›   Business Management (BA) 
Lancaster University

›   International Business (BA) 
University of Kent

›   Business Adminstration (BA) 
University of Bath

BUSINESS STUDIES
This module provides students with a basic understanding of business 
practices in preparation for further studies at a higher level. This involves 
the study of how businesses are organised, how they set and meet 
objectives and how change, growth and personnel can be managed.

Topics include:
•   Types of businesses
•    External influences on 

businesses 
•   Business objectives and strategy
•    Business structures and 

cultures
•   Stakeholders
•   Business planning
•   People management

•    Marketing: objectives, strategies 
and techniques

•   Competitive influences
•   Marketing communications
•    Business operations and 

processes 
•   Quality management
•   Operational logistics
•   Benchmarking.

PROGRESS TO  
COURSES SUCH AS:
›   Law (LLB) 

King’s College London 
University of Sheffield 
University of Nottingham

›   Law with European Studies (LLB) 
University of East Anglia

LAW
This module provides students with a good knowledge of the English legal 
system to enable them to continue their studies in Law at a higher level.  
It gives students a well-rounded view of the legal world by examining key 
areas of criminal and civil law. We take a problem-solving approach to law 
through case studies and the analysis of current legal issues.

Topics include:
•   Courts
•   Legal personnel and lay 

involvement
•   Sources of law
•   Tribunals and ADR
•   Police powers and PACE
•   Pre-trial procedure

•   Offences and sentencing
•   Defences and appeals
•   Using the civil courts
•    Tort including negligence  

and defamation 
•    Introduction to the  

law of contract. 

PROGRESS TO  
COURSES SUCH AS:
›   Business Economics (BSc) 

Anglia Ruskin University

›   Economics, Politics and  
International Relations (BA) 
Goldsmiths, University of London

ECONOMICS
This module provides students with a foundation for the study of Economics 
at a higher level. Students gain an understanding of different economic systems 
at both micro- and macro-level and the factors affecting these systems. 

Topics include:
•   Free market economies
•   Demand and supply
•   Costs and revenues
•   Market failures
•   National income

•   Growth and living standards
•   Inflation
•   Unemployment
•   Balance of payment deficits.

SUBJECT MODULES
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Each student chooses three subject modules to study in English. These modules will develop 
your subject vocabulary and academic skills and provide you with a foundation for further study.

Module options for 2013/14:

SUBJECT 1 SUBJECT 2 SUBJECT 3

FU
LL

  
AC

A
D

EM
IC

 Y
EA

R

Business Studies
OR

Economics
OR

Politics

+
Economics

OR
Accounting and Finance

OR
Sociology and Anthropology

+

Law
OR

Mathematics
OR

Media Studies
OR

Quantitative Methods

IN
TE

N
SI

VE
  

P
R

O
G

R
A

M
M

E

Business Studies + Economics + Quantitative Methods

       I applied to study Economics, so that was the most useful 
module, but I enjoyed Politics the most as our teacher was the 
writer of the textbook and the lessons were often topical with 
lots of discussion. My third module was Business Studies.
OGONNA, 18, FROM NIGERIA – UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO, CANADA

PAST STUDENTUNIVERSITY DESTINATIONSpage 15
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PROGRESS TO  
COURSES SUCH AS:
›   Media, Communication  

and Cultural Studies (BA) 
University of Greenwich

›   Fashion Management (BA) 
University of the Arts, London

›   Business with Film and  
Media Studies (BA) 
Anglia Ruskin University

MEDIA STUDIES
This module provides students with a foundation for the continued study of 
the role of the media in the modern world. Students explore key concepts in 
the media through real examples including film, photography and advertising.

Topics include:
•    The analysis of images
•     Narrative structure in film  

and news media
•    Genre
•    Postmodernism
•    Gender and stereotyping
•    Violence and censorship
•    Globalisation and cultural 

imperialism

•    Cultural approaches to  
‘reality’ and ‘realism’ 

•    Developments in  
documentary film

•    How audiences and media are 
influenced by institutions

•    Theories of audience
•    Branding: cultural values in  

a commercial context.

PROGRESS TO  
COURSES SUCH AS:
›   Accountancy (BSc) 

Northumbria University

›   Accounting and Finance (BA) 
University of Manchester

›   Management Science  
and Accounting (BSc) 
University of Southampton

ACCOUNTING AND FINANCE
This module provides students with a comprehensive introduction to business 
accounting and finance and an academic and practical foundation for the 
study of business, finance or accounting at a higher level. Students will 
study the language of finance and learn how to set up and analyse financial 
documents to gain a deeper understanding of a company’s financial situation.

Topics include:
•    Sources of finance and  

the role of the accountant
•    Cash forecast, cash flow  

and cash control
•    Double-entry bookkeeping  

and trial balance
•    Profit and loss accounts
•    Depreciation and bad debts
•    Financial statements
•    Accounting ratios

•    Cost classification and behaviour
•    Budgetary control, flexible 

budgets and standard costs
•    Cost allocation and apportionment
•    Overhead cost absorption and 

costing methods
•    Cost-volume-profit analysis and 

limiting factors
•    Accounting rate of return and 

discounted cash flow.

PROGRESS TO  
COURSES SUCH AS:
›   Engineering Management (BSc) 

University of Nottingham

›   Computing for Business  
and Management (BSC) 
University of Sussex

MATHEMATICS
This module provides students with a good knowledge of mathematics to 
enable students to continue their studies in this area. Students examine key 
areas of core mathematics and statistics using a problem-solving approach.

Topics include:
•   Algebra and functions
•   Quadratic functions 
•   Equations and inequalities
•   Coordinate geometry
•    Sequences, series and 

recurrence relationships
•   Exponentials and logarithms
•    Differentiation, tangents and 

normals, second derivative
•   Integration
•   Sine and cosine rules

•    Trigonometric functions and 
trigonometrical equations

•   Radian measure 
•    Organising and summarising data
•    Probability
•    Linear regression
•    Correlation
•    Discrete random variables
•    Normal and binomial 

distributions
•    Mathematical modelling.

PROGRESS TO  
COURSES SUCH AS:
›   Finance (BSc) 

University of Essex

›   Business Administration (BA) 
University of Kent

QUANTITATIVE METHODS
This module is intended to introduce mathematics as a tool for collecting 
and analysing information which can be used as an aid to decision-making 
in different areas of academic study.

Topics include:
•  Numerical skills
•  Financial mathematics
•  Use of frequency tables

•  Collection, organisation and 
presentation of business data

•  Business analysis.

PROGRESS TO  
COURSES SUCH AS:
›   International Relations  

and Politics (BA) 
University of Essex

›   Politics (MA) 
Edinburgh University

›   International Relations (BA)
School of Oriental Studies (SOAS)

POLITICS
This module provides students with an understanding of the system of 
politics and government in the UK, enabling them to continue to study  
politics at a higher level and supporting studies in other disciplines too.  
The course follows current events in the media with frequent opportunities 
for discussion and debate on topical and important issues such as:

•     Why did the Conservative party win the 2010 election?
•     What is the role of the monarchy in a modern democracy?
•     What is Britain’s role in Europe? 
•     Do the advantages of EU membership outweigh the disadvantages?
•     How do Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland relate to England and the UK?
•     What is Britain’s ‘unwritten constitution’ and isn’t it time it was written?
•     How can human rights be protected in an age of terrorism?

PROGRESS TO  
COURSES SUCH AS:
›   Media and Sociology (BA) 

University of Leicester

›   Philosophy, Politics  
and Economics (BA) 
University of Essex

›   Sociology and Criminology (BSc) 
University of Portsmouth

SOCIOLOGY AND ANTHROPOLOGY
This module provides students with a foundation for the continued study of 
these subjects at a higher level. Key concepts are introduced and explored 
through real examples and case studies. 

Anthropology topics include:

•    Human evolution:  
where do we come from?

•   What makes us human?
•    The origins of culture and the 

Palaeolithic Revolution
•   The study of traditional societies
•    Family and kinship
•   Death and religion 

Sociology topics include:

•   Modern marriage and divorce
•   Religion in modern society
•    Inequality and social stratification
•   Crime and deviance
•   Migration and ethnicity
•   Modern slavery
•    The urban environment  

and social change.

PAST STUDENTUNIVERSITY DESTINATIONSpage 15



Academic skills modules
The academic skills module is assessed through examinations (40 marks) 
and coursework (60 marks). The marks are made up as follows:

You will be assessed throughout the course through coursework and examinations 
designed to ensure that you achieve the learning outcomes set for each module. Your learning will  
be supported by tutor feedback which will also provide an indication of your level of achievement.  
We will always schedule your workload carefully and make clear the criteria for assessment.  
In the final weeks, your language skills are assessed separately through the IELTS examination. 

Information and  
Communications  
Technology (ICT)
This course comprises one session  
a week and is based in one of the 
computer rooms. It aims to support 
your studies in other areas of the 
course by developing skills  
in word processing, spreadsheet 
and presentation software and 
internet research. There is no 
formal assessment, but the  
course will help you complete  
your coursework assignments, 
including essays, research projects 
and oral presentations.

Life in Britain 
(Full academic year course only)

This course comprises one session 
per week in the first 12 weeks. It 
supports your studies by developing 
your understanding of aspects of the 
social and cultural background of 
Britain. The course includes the 
following sessions: 

•    Views of Britain and the British
•    Holidays and festivals
•    Customs and manners
•    Varieties of English
•    Media in the UK
•    Monarchy and government
•    Multicultural Britain
•    Students’ culture and language
•    School education in England. 

Visiting speaker  
programme
Once a week speakers who are 
experts in their fields or subjects 
give formal or informal lectures 
and workshops on a range of topics 
related to the modules offered on 
the course. Note-taking and other 
learning tasks will be set. 

University applications
Our independent Higher Education 
Advisory team will support you as 
you apply to a university in the  
UK or overseas. Students can book 
individual tutorials throughout the 
course and we also arrange a 
programme of presentations given 
by representatives of some of our 
partner universities.

LEARNING SUPPORT

Complementing your study in the academic skills and subject modules are additional courses 
which will support your life and study in the UK and help prepare you for university entry.

       Bell helped me complete my UCAS application and contact  
universities – they have a good relationship with many universities  
throughout the UK which meant I had  a wider choice.
YILONG, 20, FROM CHINA – LANCASTER UNIVERSITY 

ASSESSMENT

Coursework and  
examinations
Specific deadlines are set for 
coursework. If students do not 
submit a coursework assignment 
by a deadline, they will be given a 
second deadline and the mark will 
be limited to 40% of the total marks 
available for the assignment. If 
students do not meet this second 
deadline, no marks will be awarded.

It is essential that all coursework  
is entirely students’ own work.  
If extensive plagiarism is identified 
in a coursework assignment, it will 
be awarded no marks and it will be 
at the discretion of the University 
Programmes team whether the 
student is offered the opportunity  
to re-submit the assignment. 

There is no provision on the  
course for students to re-sit  
any examinations they fail.

External examiners 
The external examiners for the 
University Foundation Programme 
are members of the academic staff 
at the University of Essex. They  
act as moderators of coursework 
and examinations and they consider  
and approve programmes of work 
and make final decisions about  
the marks and grades to be 
awarded. They visit Bell several 
times during the course to meet  
all our students and staff.

13www.bellenglish.com

Coursework 
Full Academic Year Intensive Programme

Essay 20 marks 20 marks
Research project 20 marks 30 marks
Individual seminar presentation 10 marks 10 marks
Group presentation 10 marks – 

Examinations
Writing summary 10 marks 10 marks 
Note-taking 10 marks 10 marks
Critical thinking 20 marks 20 marks

 Subject modules
Students will be assessed in three subject modules. The assessment of  
each subject module is made up of three examinations (60 marks) and one 
coursework assignment (40 marks) as follows:

 Full Academic Year Intensive Programme
Coursework essay 40 marks 40 marks
Exam 1: 90 minutes 10 marks 20 marks
Exam 2: 90 minutes 20 marks –
Exam 3: 120 minutes 30 marks 40 marks

Pass Requirement
Students’ overall mark on the course will be the average of total marks in 
the academic skills module and the three subject modules. These modules 
are equally weighted. To be awarded a pass on the University Foundation 
Programme students must have:

•   an overall mark of 40% or above
•    a mark of 40% or above in each module
•    an attendance rate over the whole course of 90% or above. 

On passing the course you will 
be awarded a certificate which 
states your final grade. The grades 
awarded on the course are 
shown in the table on the right.

 Percentage Grade

 70% or above Distinction
 60 – 69% Merit
 50 – 59% Credit
 40 – 49% Pass

88% OF STUDENTS 
AWARDED MERIT  
OR DISTINCTION  IN 2012
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        The University Foundation Programme helped me to  
improve my academic skills and language level. I chose business,  
mathematics and economics modules to prepare me for a Business  
Management degree as I want to set up my own business.
ALEXANDRA, 19, FROM BELGIUM – CITY UNIVERSITY, LONDON

STUDENT SUCCESS
Over the last ten years students who have completed our University Foundation Programme have 
progressed to a variety of degree courses at leading universities across the UK including:

       When I was studying for the LNAT exam [for students applying to 
law courses], my teachers helped me practise and ordered special 
books for me. They also helped me choose a university based on lots of 
different things; not just academic, but the whole student experience.
ANNABEL, 18, FROM NIGERIA – UNIVERSITY OF NOTTINGHAM

King’s College London  
LLB Law 
University of Kent   
BA (Hons) International Business 
University of Nottingham   
BSc (Hons) Engineering Management
Durham University  
BA (Hons) Business Management
Lancaster University  
BSc (Hons) Accounting & Finance
Goldsmiths, University of London  
BA (Hons) Economics, Politics & International Relations
University of Exeter   
BA (Hons) Business & Management
Edinburgh University  
MA Politics
University of Dundee   
BSc (Hons) Economic Studies
Kingston University  
BSc (Hons) Business Studies
University of Greenwich   
BA (Hons) Media, Communication & Cultural Studies
City University, London  
BSc (Hons) Business Studies
University of Manchester   
BA (Hons) Accounting & Finance
University of Kent   
BA (Hons) Business Administration
School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS)  
BA (Hons) International Relations
Newcastle University 
BA (Hons) Business Management 
University of Leicester   
BA (Hons) Media & Sociology

University of Westminster   
BA (Hons) Business Management
University of St Andrews   
MA International Relations
Northumbria University  
BSc (Hons) Accountancy
University of Brighton  
BA (Hons) Hospitality Management
Royal Holloway, University of London   
LLB Law
University of Sussex   
BSc (Hons) Computing for Business & Management
University of Bath  
BSc (Hons) Business Administration
University of Manchester   
BA (Hons) Accounting & Finance
University of the Arts, London   
BA (Hons) Fashion Management
University of Surrey   
BA (Hons) Business Management
University of Sheffield  
LLB (Hons) Law
University of Essex  
BA Philosophy, Politics & Economics
University of East Anglia   
BSc (Hons) Environmental Sciences
University of Southampton   
BSc (Hons) Management Sciences & Accounting
Anglia Ruskin University 
BA (Hons) Business with Film & Media Studies
University of Sussex   
BA (Hons) International Relations
Oxford Brookes University  
BA (Hons) Business & Management
University of East London   
BSc (Hons) Architecture

BELL STUDENTS  
HAVE PROGRESSED TO16 OF THE UK’S TOP 20 UNIVERSITIES



17www.bellenglish.com16 www.bellenglish.com 17www.bellenglish.com

LIFE AT BELL CAMBRIDGE

ACCOMMODATION AND FACILITIESLANGUAGE AND LEISURE PROGRAMME

Free activities
Maximise your learning at Bell  
with our free language and leisure  
activities on offer each week.  
Activities include:

•    A guided tour of Cambridge  
An introduction to city life and 
history and a chance to practise 
your listening skills

•    International afternoon 
Gain confidence in speaking as you 
share stories about your culture 

•    Films at the cinema  
Practise your listening  
and encounter everyday  
English, American English  
and new vocabulary.

Weekly excursions
Explore British life and culture with 
a variety of day trips and excursions 
(some free!) including:

•    Fitzwilliam Museum
•    Punting in Cambridge
•    London sightseeing
•    Historic Bath
•    Weekend in Liverpool

Sports and leisure facilities
Bell Cambridge is set in beautiful 
gardens with exceptional sports 
facilities including tennis courts and 
a full-size football pitch. You can 
also enjoy activities such as table 
tennis and croquet.

Our language and leisure team will help you continue your language and cultural learning outside 
the classroom with a wide range of activities that are much more than a social programme.

Living in the UK
An important part of living away 
from home is having somewhere 
safe, comfortable and pleasant 
to stay. Whether you’re looking to 
practise your English while living 
with a local family or to join a vibrant 
student community in a modern 
residence, our accommodation 
team will find you somewhere to live 
that suits your individual needs.  

On-site restaurant
An excellent range of food is  
served daily at Bell Cambridge and 
the majority is freshly made on site, 
from hot meals, salads and soups 
to bread, cakes and yoghurts. The 
menu includes Halal, vegetarian,  
fish and gluten-free options.

Outstanding welfare
Student welfare is very important  
to us and we have a range of 
services in place to ensure students 
are safe and happy throughout their 
stay. Additional care is provided for 
students who are under the age of 18.

Our teaching and welfare staff 
operate an open door policy: if you 
have any concerns or questions 
about any aspect of your Bell 
experience, please ask us for help.

24-hour emergency helpline
Our emergency helpline provides 
assistance at any time of the day  
or night, a reassuring service for 
you and your loved ones.

From comfortable accommodation and delicious food to a 24-hour emergency helpline,  
our student services team will help you feel at home in the UK.

SAMPLE WEEKLY TIMETABLE

MONDAY
Cinema trip

TUESDAY
Historical tour of Cambridge

WEDNESDAY
Lecture on artist Damien Hirst

THURSDAY 
T-shirt painting

FRIDAY
Football match

SATURDAY 
Trip to London

SUNDAY
Oxford/Blenheim Palace tour

All listed activities are free and provided  
by Bell, excluding the Sunday tour.

 

SAMPLE LUNCH MENU

MAINS
Beef and tomato pasta bake

Moroccan spiced fish fillet on  
a bed of wilted spinach

Chickpea, lemon and red onion 
curry with pilau rice

Spicy three bean soup

SANDWICHES
Smoked salmon and cream 

cheese baguette

Barbecue chicken wrap

Mozarella and roasted  
vegetable panini

PLUS additional sandwiches, 
side vegetables, salads,  

desserts, snacks and drinks

 



Who grants the Bell Foundation 
Certificate?

The certificate is awarded by Bell. 
Our external examiners, who are  
on the academic staff at the 
University of Essex, act as 
moderators of coursework and 
examinations. They consider and 
approve programmes of work and 
make final decisions about the 
marks and grades to be awarded. 

Can I progress to a UK university  
if I complete this course?

Yes, all students who pass the Bell 

University Foundation Programme 
can progress to a undergraduate 
course at a university in the UK.  
We work closely with many 
institutions and will do our best to 
place our students at a university 
which is right for them. 

If students would like to study at a 
particular university, we can check 
with that university what they expect 
the student to achieve on the 
Foundation Programme in order  
to be offered a place. We advise  
our students to keep an open mind,  
as we often find their preferences 
change during the course. 

How can I find out what the best 
university is for me?

At Bell, we have links with leading 
universities in the UK and overseas 
and encourage all our students  
to visit a range of universities  
when deciding where to study.  
We also invite speakers from UK 
universities to present to our 
students and answer questions. 

What courses can I study at 
university?

Bell’s University Foundation 
Programme offers a wide range of  
subject modules to prepare you for 
academic study in the UK, including 
Economics, Law, Mathematics, 
Sociology and Anthropology, Media 

Studies and Politics. For example, 
students interested in following a 
business degree could select 
modules including Accounting and 
Finance and Business Studies.
We recommend that the University 
Foundation Programme is not 
suitable for students intending to 
study Medicine or Sciences. Find 
out more about our subject 
modules and university progression 
options on pages 8-11.

Should I apply via UCAS  
or directly to universities? 

Some universities accept 
applications direct through their 
international office via an 
application form, others may  
prefer applications through UCAS.  
Bell offers help and guidance to 
students with all stages of the 
application process through our 
Higher Education Advisory Service.

Could I progress to a university  
in another country? 

Our students have gained places 
not only at UK institutions, but also 
on degree courses taught in English 
in other countries including Belgium, 
France, the Netherlands, the USA 
and Canada. Our independent 
Higher Education Advisory Service 
will help students explore all 
options they are interested in.

FREQUENTLY  
ASKED QUESTIONS
Our University Programmes 
team answers your most 
common questions about 
the Bell University 
Foundation Programme: 

Do I need an IELTS certificate in 
order to join the course?

Students need to show evidence of 
a language level of Intermediate 
(B1/IELTS 4.5 with a minimum of 4.5 
in each component of the IELTS test), 
or Upper Intermediate (IELTS B2/5.5) 
for January entry. 

Where do the students on the 
University Foundation Programme 
come from?

Bell Cambridge is a multinational 
environment with students from all 
over the world. In total, students 
from over 55 nationalities studied 
here in 2012 with students from  
12 different countries on the 
2012/13 University Foundation 
Programme: Angola, Bahrain, 
Belgium, Brazil, Colombia, Italy, 
Japan, Russia, South Africa, Spain, 
Switzerland and Turkey. In previous 
years, we have also welcomed 
students from Austria, Belarus, 
China, France, Germany, Greece, 
Hungary, Kazakhstan, the 
Netherlands, Nigeria, Saudi Arabia, 
Thailand, the USA and Venezuela. 

What percentage do I have to 
acheive to pass the University 
Foundation Programme?

Students’ overall mark on the 
course will be the average of total 
marks in the academic skills 
module and the three subject 
modules, which are equally 
weighted. To be awarded a pass on 

the University Foundation 
Programme students must have:

–  an overall mark of 40% or above
–   a mark of 40% or above in each 

module
–   an attendance rate over the 

whole course of 90% or above. 

Is the overall result Pass or Fail? 

The overall result is either: 

•   Pass (40-49%)

•   Credit (50-59%)

•   Merit (60-69%)

•   Distinction (70% and above). 

Find out more about assessment 
criteria on page 13.

When submitting coursework,  
can I get feedback on a first draft 
before resubmitting? 

Yes, each student will receive 
individual feedback from tutors  
on preliminary drafts of their 
coursework assignments before 
final submission.

Can I re-take exams? 

It is not possible for students to 
re-sit any examinations if they fail. 
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Multinational environment: Students from over 55 nationalities studied at Bell  Cambridge in 2012.

All students who pass the Bell University  
Foundation Programme can progress to an 
undergraduate course at a university in the 
UK. We will do our best to place students at 
a university which is right for them.



WE HELP THE WORLD COMMUNICATE IN ENGLISH  
In the last 10 years we have taught over 100,000 students from over 90 countries on our courses in the UK.

Your guarantee of quality for Bell’s courses in the UK:

bellenglishstudentsbell_english

OTHER PROGRAMMES
University pathway guide
Our full range of university  
preparation courses. 
www.bellenglish.com/ 
universitypreparation 

Courses for adults
Programmes for students aged 16+. 
www.bellenglish.com/adults

Courses for young learners
Programmes for students aged 7-17.  
www.bellenglish.com/younglearners
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