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‘Dublin is a great place for 
international students. It’s a 
friendly, lively city and not too large. 
You feel part of a great community.’





‘Dublin International Foundation 
College is the perfect place to start 
your journey to university in either 
the UK or Ireland.’







‘I made the right choice to come to 
DIFC. It’s an excellent college with 
guaranteed progression to some of 
the best universities in Europe.’



Dublin International Foundation College was established in 1999 by its current President, 
Diarmuid Moroney.

The college is based on the campus of Griffith College in central Dublin in the Republic of 
Ireland. The campus facilities ensure that students have a learning experience which allows 
them to achieve their future study and career ambitions.

We are a member of the Irish government’s International Register of approved education 
institutions. We are also a member of ACELS (Accreditation and Co-ordination of English 
Language Services) as well as MEI ( Marketing English in Ireland). All our programmes are 
approved by the Irish Ministry of Education and Science for visa purposes.

DIFC provides:

•	 Quality-assured programmes leading to undergraduate and postgraduate study;
•	 Guaranteed university placement;
•	 Quality resources and learning environment;
•	 Preparatory English courses, if required;
•	 Highest levels of personal support;
•	 A simple enrolment and visa process from anywhere in the world.

Introduction

Our mission is to offer internationally-recognised university 
preparation courses at undergraduate and postgraduate level, 
validated by our UK partner organisation, the Northern Consortium 
of UK Universities (NCUK). Successful completion of these courses 
guarantees students a place at partner universities in Ireland and the 
UK on a wide variety of programmes.

DIFC Mission

8



Welcome
 

Welcome to Ireland and the Dublin 
International Foundation College. 
We are delighted and privileged 
to know that you are considering 
joining the many international 
students from all parts of the world 
who have made DIFC their choice 
when deciding the best option for 
their future careers in education 
and employment.
 
Working in partnership with the Northern 
Consortium of UK Universities (NCUK), DIFC can 
offer students the widest possible choice when 
guaranteeing students a place on undergraduate 
or postgraduate degrees after successfully 
completing our undergraduate and postgraduate 
preparation programmes. Our students are 
guaranteed* offers from 12 institutions in Ireland 
and 11 in the United Kingdom on programmes 
as diverse as Business, Social Science, 
Humanities, Science and Engineering. The NCUK 
International Foundation Year in Science also 
gives access to degrees in Medicine, Dentistry, 
Nursing and the Health Sciences.

You will study in Dublin, one of the smaller 
but friendliest capital cities in Europe, with its 
vibrant student life and rich musical, cultural and 
sporting heritage. Dublin offers a high-quality 
student experience in a city which is easy to get 
around with a warm and friendly atmosphere. 
The legendary Irish countryside is only a short 
journey away.

We know that choosing a degree programme and 
a suitable university is one of the most important 
and challenging decisions of your life, and we 
believe DIFC is the right choice to help you make 
that decision.

We really look forward to seeing you in Dublin for 
the start of your journey.
 
Diarmuid Moroney - President
Dublin International Foundation College
*subject to entry requirements.
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Dublin
Dublin is a city with a rich literary and cultural heritage. It is a European capital with 
a village atmosphere, whose calmness and serenity allow for serious study, while at 
the same time offering world-class amenities, such as a modern international airport.

Its famous cafes, parks and canal banks have inspired generations of musicians and writers such 
as James Joyce, Seamus Heaney, William Butler Yeats, George Bernard Shaw (all winners of the 
Nobel Prize for Literature) and musicians such as Thin Lizzy, Bob Geldof, U2, The Cranberries, Enya 
and Westlife. On every night of the week the city is alive with music in bars, concert halls and on 
the street. The annual theatre festival is a highlight of the city’s calendar, and comedy, dance and 
exhibitions complete Dublin’s rich cultural tapestry.

As you would expect of a cosmopolitan capital city which is home to major multi-national companies, 
there is an array of restaurants, cafes and bars to choose from. Alongside local and national 
restaurants, there are many eateries offering a range of international cuisine from Europe, Asia and 
elsewhere, making it easy for international students to find familiar treats from their home countries.

Dublin is also the gateway to the rest of Ireland, which can easily be explored at the weekends and 
on vacations. Ireland’s unrivalled countryside with its ‘40 shades of green’, cities, small market towns 
and villages can all be reached very easily by public transport.

Fast Facts on Dublin and Ireland
•	 Ireland’s capital city, Dublin has one of the youngest populations in Europe.
•	 The population of Dublin is 1.5 million. The population of Ireland is 4.5 million.
•	 Ireland was voted  ‘the world’s  friendliest country’ in a Lonely Planet 2010 survey.
•	 The spoken language is English.
•	 Ireland’s currency is the Euro.
•	 World famous IT organisations have established their European headquarters in Ireland - 

Microsoft, Intel Dell, IBM Google, Facebook,Yahoo among others.
•	 A friendly, peaceful and safe study destination for international students.
•	 A	flexible	and	non-bureaucratic	visa	process	reflecting	a	desire	to	positively	welcome	

international students.
•	 Travel around other countries in Europe is very easy, given Ireland’s membership of the EU.
•	 Flexible	approach	to	employment	for	international	students.	Students	can	work	for	20	

hours	per	week	in	term	time	and	40	hours	per	week	in	vacations.	Students	can	also	stay	on	
after completing their studies to look for work.

•	 Over	1000	years	of	history	reflected	in	a	multitude	of	historic	sites,	churches,	cathedrals	
and castles.

•	 A rich literary and cultural heritage.
•	 A multi-cultural environment in Dublin with cultures, religions and nationalities from all over 

the world. 11



Ireland
Ireland is the perfect location to study for university entrance. The country’s long and 
honourable tradition of educational excellence is recognised the world over.

Since the Middle Ages, Ireland has been one of the principal education providers to the western 
world. Successive modern governments have continued to regard education as a key priority and 
investment in this area has been sustained for a long period.

As a result, Ireland has one of the highest education participation rates in the world today. In turn, this 
has had a positive impact on the economic growth and development of our country.

The consistent increase in the numbers of overseas students coming to the ‘Land of Saints and 
Scholars’ over the last decade reflects the fact that Ireland offers a unique mix of high education 
standards and exciting cultural experience.

The ultra-modern gateway to Europe and the UK – yet boasting a rich Celtic tradition which still 
provides the spirit of the nation – Ireland will be your pathway to university and career success on the 
global stage.
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Welcome	to	the	DIFC	at	Griffith	College

On the campus are:
•	 extensive	library	

facilities;
•	 8 computer labs with 

500 computers;
•	 accommodation for 

600 students;
•	 gym, sports & social 

facilities;
•	 bars & restaurant.
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The DIFC is located on the campus of Griffith 
College in Dublin. Griffith College is a privately-
funded institution of Higher Education offering 
undergraduate and postgraduate programme 
to over 8000 students.

All DIFC students can use the full range of academic, 
support and social facilities of the college, including 8 
computer labs, extensive library provision, restaurants, 
cafes and gyms and sports and social clubs.

The DIFC has access to high-quality teaching and 
learning facilities on campus. Laboratory work for the 
science modules takes place at the Dublin Institute of 
Technology, next door to Griffith College.

Students can look forward to being taught by highly 
qualified staff with years of experience in a well-
equipped learning environment.

The DIFC centre is superbly located for access to Dublin 
city centre and regional and international transport links.

English language support
As well as academic study, all students study English 
language, IT and study skills. Additional help with 
English outside normal class times is provided for those 
students who need it.

Support in centre
The DIFC student services team assists new students 
with all aspects of care from the moment they arrive 
in Ireland. There is a pick-up service from the airport, 
guaranteed residential accommodation, a personal tutor 
service and an orientation programme on arrival.
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Message from Jean Krasocki (Chief Executive)

NCUK is an extremely successful educational organisation with a 24 
year history of delivering high quality UK and Irish university pathway 
programmes for students from all over the world. As partners, 
we are offering students from DIFC access to undergraduate and 
postgraduate degree courses in the UK and Ireland. 

The unique feature of NCUK is the NCUK Guarantee - successful 
students are guaranteed a place at an NCUK university. NCUK 
students from DIFC this year have been accepted onto some of the 
most popular university programmes. Here at NCUK, we are very 
much looking forward to the graduation ceremonies for the next 
cohort of students from DIFC. We sincerely hope you can join them. 

NCUK provide courses and support for students from all over the 
world who wish to study for an overseas degree.

Successful completion of an NCUK-approved course at DIFC guarantees 
students a place on a degree course in their chosen field of study.

NCUK courses prepare you for entry to universities in the UK and Ireland. 90% 
of students completing NCUK courses have successfully transferred to degree 
courses in partner universities.

NCUK fast track your university and college application for you.

NCUK is owned by 11 leading UK universities, all located in the north of 
England:
•	 Bradford
•	 Huddersfield
•	 Leeds Metropolitan
•	 Leeds
•	 Liverpool John Moores
•	 Liverpool
•	 Manchester
•	 Manchester Metropolitan
•	 The	University	of	Salford
•	 Sheffield	Hallam
•	 Sheffield

NCUK also works in partnership with other universities in the UK and Ireland.

16



University of Bradford
The University of Bradford has a national and 
international reputation for the quality of its 
research and many of the staff are leaders in 
their subject area. There are around 140 degree 
courses at undergraduate level and around 80 
at postgraduate level.

University	of	Huddersfield
The University of Huddersfield is a modern, 
successful and innovative university with a long 
and proud tradition of teaching and research. 
With almost 20,000 students on over 400 
courses this is a lively, stimulating place to 
study.

University of Leeds 
The University of Leeds is acclaimed world-wide 
for the quality of its teaching and research. One 
of the largest universities in the UK, Leeds is 
also the most popular among students applying 
for undergraduate courses. An emphasis on 
innovative research and investment in high-
quality facilities and first-rate infrastructure 
means that no fewer than 35 departments are 
rated internationally or nationally ‘excellent’.

Leeds Metropolitan University
Leeds Metropolitan University is striving to be 
a world-class regional university, with world-
wide horizons, encouraging students to use 
their talents to the full. LMU is one of the largest 
universities in the country, with over 52,000 
students and 3,500 staff.

Liverpool John Moores University
Liverpool John Moores University is a thriving, 
vibrant university located at the heart of one of 
the most exciting cities in the UK. Their three 
large campuses ensure that no matter where 
you go in Liverpool, you are never far away from 
an LJMU building.

University of Liverpool
The University of Liverpool is one of the UK’s 
leading universities. It is renowned for its 
teaching and research excellence. University of 

Liverpool departments and schools are world-
class and have an outstanding reputation for 
student support.

University of Manchester
The University of Manchester is Britain’s largest 
single-site university with a proud history of 
achievement and an ambitious agenda for 
the future. The compact and lively campus is 
buzzing with energy and attractions and is just a 
few minutes from Manchester city centre.

Manchester Metropolitan University
Manchester Metropolitan University is a 
forward-looking university based at seven 
campuses, five in the Manchester area and two 
at Alsager and Crewe - MMU Cheshire. The 
central Manchester campuses form part of the 
largest higher education campus in the UK and 
one of the most extensive education centres in 
Europe.

University	of	Salford
The University of Salford has a student 
population of over 18,000 and a staff of 
over 2,500 and is on the leading edge of 
research innovation in many fields, including 
virtual reality, magnetics and optics, genetic 
algorithms, building design and prosthetics. 
Nearly 3,000 international students from 
over 100 different countries are enrolled in 
the University’s 14 schools and 13 research 
institutes.

University	of	Sheffield
The University of Sheffield is one of the UK’s 
leading universities and has produced five 
Nobel Prize winners. Many of the graduates 
have gone on to hold positions of great 
responsibility and influence around the world.

Sheffield	Hallam	University
Sheffield Hallam University is one of the UK’s 
most progressive and innovative universities. 
SHU research and business ideas, alongside 
their sought after graduates, contribute to the 
economic and social development of both our 
region and to the UK as a whole.

NCUK Partner Universities
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Universities
National University of Ireland, 
Maynooth (Dublin area)
NUI Maynooth traces its roots to the 
establishment of St. Patrick’s College 
Maynooth in 1795. It is a dynamic and 
innovative university with over 5,500 
students including an increasing number 
of international students. Internationally 
renowned for excellence in research and 
teaching, NUI Maynooth is situated on a 
beautiful, spacious campus 25 kilometres 
west of Dublin city centre. It has five faculties 
- Arts, Celtic Studies, Engineering, Philosophy 
and Science (including Computer Science) 
which offer programmes from Undergraduate 
to Doctoral levels.

University College Cork
University College Cork, Ireland’s leading 
research institution, has won the Sunday 
Times Irish University of the Year Award. The 
award recognises UCC’s continuing pre-
eminence amongst the Irish universities in 
securing research funding, the excellence 
of its academic results, and its role as 
a cosmopolitan university with one of 
the best student mixes in the country. 
University College Cork welcomes over 1600 
international students every year. From more 
than 75 countries worldwide, they follow 
a range of courses and programmes at 
undergraduate and postgraduate level.

University of Limerick
University of Limerick is an independent 
internationally-focused university. It is 
located in the National Technology Park 
on the banks of the river Shannon, near 
Limerick City, in the southwest of Ireland. It 
offers a wide selection of opportunities at 
undergraduate and graduate levels in six 
colleges: Business, Education, Engineering, 
Humanities, Informatics & Electronics, and 
Science. A unique feature of academic 
life at UL is the Cooperative Education 
Programme (undergraduate work placement), 
which involves placement of all students 
in employment relevant to their academic 
interests for a minimum of seven months.

Queen’s University, Belfast
Queen’s University Belfast has a long 
and distinguished history of academic 
achievement. Established in 1845, Queen’s 
now ranks with the best traditional UK 
universities. Assessment results in research 
and teaching have, according to league 
tables, placed Queen’s in the top 20 of a 
total of 170 UK universities. The University 
currently has 18,500 undergraduate and 
postgraduate students from 68 countries. 
The main campus is situated in the leafy 
suburbs of south Belfast, the capital of 
Northern Ireland. Queen’s offers almost 
300 undergraduate and post-graduate 
degree programmes through five faculties: 
Engineering; Humanities; Legal, Social & 
Educational Sciences; Medicine and Health 
Sciences and Science & Agriculture.

National University of Ireland, 
Galway
The University, founded in 1845 as Queen’s 
College, Galway, has experienced significant 
and continuous growth since the 1960s, 
both in its stock of buildings, facilities and 
physical resources and also in the number of 
its students and staff. Its student body now 
numbers over 15,000 (over 11,000 full time), 
with academically strong programmes of 
teaching and research throughout its seven 
Faculties - Arts, Celtic Studies, Commerce, 
Engineering, Law, Medicine and Health 
Sciences and Science. The campus itself is 
situated on the banks of the River Corrib, 
close to the centre of Galway, on a most 
attractive site. The University has of the order 
of 1,500 international students, 10% of the 
total student population, at undergraduate 
and postgraduate programmes from over 40 
countries.

Irish Partner Universities & Colleges
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Colleges
Griffith	College	Dublin
Griffith College Dublin is Ireland’s largest independent 
third level institution. Situated on a seven-acre 
campus within a mile of St. Stephen’s Green on 
Dublin’s South Circular Road, it enjoys a strong 
national and a growing international reputation for 
student success. The college has gained an enviable 
reputation for providing students with first class 
lectures and excellent study material. Today there are 
over 8,000 students studying in the College, which 
is a designated educational institute of the Higher 
Education and Training Awards Council (HETAC)

National College of Ireland
National College of Ireland has been to the forefront 
of innovation in learning for over fifty years, 
transforming education in a way that is both simple 
and extraordinary. Guided by the principles of access, 
opportunity and excellence, the college is committed 
to delivering academic excellence in a student-centred 
environment, with a curriculum that is responsive to 
the needs of business and community.

Waterford Institute of Technology
Waterford Institute is one of the largest institutes of 
technology in Ireland. It was established as a Technical 
College in 1970, and was the first to be awarded 
Institute of Technology status in 1998. Over the period 
of this process, and as a result of an international 
quality review, the institute was granted delegated 
authority by the National Council for Educational 
Awards to confer its own certificates and diplomas.

Athlone Institute of Technology
Courses at the institute have been introduced and 
developed in line with changing regional, national 
and international needs. Emphasis on research 
activities and liaison with industrial and commercial 
organisations has helped to ensure the relevance and 
technological competence of courses at the Institute, 
and has enhanced the employment prospects of 
graduates over the years.

Dublin Institute of Technology
DIT is now one of Ireland’s largest and most innovative 
university-level institutions.  A comprehensive, dual-
sector doctoral-awarding institution, DIT combines 
the academic excellence of a traditional university 
with professional, career-oriented learning, preparing 
graduates for productive leadership roles. DIT has 
a distinctive approach to teaching and learning and 
graduates are prepared for global citizenship, capable 
of adapting to a changing international environment.

Shannon	Hotel	Management	College
‘Commitment to excellence’, are the three words 
that best describe the ethos of Shannon College. 
Excellence in teaching, excellence in professional 
practice and excellence in the formation of business 
managers are the foundations upon which Shannon 
College is built.

Since its origin, DIFC has placed over 1000 students at 
universities in the UK and Ireland. It has a designated 
placement officer who works with individual students to 
ensure they have the best possible advice on progression 
possibilities from the moment they arrive. DIFC is also the 
leading college in Ireland for providing study opportunities 
to sponsored students from Saudi Arabia and other 
counties in the Gulf region.
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The DIFC offers three main types of course:

•	 NCUK International Foundation Year - three routes
• Business & Humanities (including Law)
• Science & Engineering
• Medicine & Health Sciences

•	 NCUK Graduate Diploma Programme
•	 English Language Programmes

By undertaking a DIFC programme you will:

•	 gain a high quality pre-undergraduate education which can act as a bridge between your 
secondary school education and undergraduate study in the West;

•	 prepare yourself for study at undergraduate level at an NCUK partner university;
•	 prepare yourself to be successful on post-graduate/masters course;
•	 develop key career skills and understanding of the Irish and UK economy;
•	 enhance your English language ability to enable you to communicate and study effectively 

and	confidently	at	undergraduate	level	in	an	Irish	or	UK	university;
•	 gain personal and key skills to empower you to develop as an independent learner;
•	 prepare for life in the West by gaining an introduction to Western culture.

DIFC Courses

‘I was very happy in my studies 
at DIFC. I found all their staff very 
friendly and helpful. DIFC were 
recommended to me by a friend.  
I am now in my second year 
studying medicine in RCSI Dublin.’
Khalid Ahmad Abdullatif
United Arab Emirates
IFY	Science	(Medicine)
RCSI,	Dublin
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The NCUK 
International Foundation Year

The NCUK International Foundation Year at DIFC is the perfect preparation for 
international students planning undergraduate study in the UK or Ireland. The 
programmes offer guaranteed progression to a very wide selection of undergraduate 
degrees at selected UK and Irish universities (see pages 25-29)

•	 Start	Dates.	September	or	January	for	all	routes.
•	 Three routes - Business	&	Humanities,	Science	&	

Engineering	and	Medicine	&	Health	Sciences.
•	 Class Hours: 24 per week.
•	 English	Language	entry	requirements:	IELTS	5.0	

or	equivalent.	Students	with	less	can	enrol	on	an	
English Language programme (see page 36).

•	 Age 17 years and above.
•	 Academic entry requirements: completion of high 

school education with good grades in
     students’ home countries.

What is the NCUK International 
Foundation Year?
If you have completed secondary education 
in your home country, the NCUK International 
Foundation Year provides academic preparation 
for first year undergraduate entry and ensures 
that you meet the minimum English language 
requirement for your chosen degree programme. 
Lasting either three terms or delivered intensively 
over two terms, the programme combines 
academic study, intensive English language 
preparation, study skills and cultural orientation. 
There are three broad pathways:
•	 Business & Humanities (including Law);
•	 Science	&	Engineering;
•	 Medicine	&	Health	Sciences.

What is special about the NCUK
International Foundation Year?
• Quality-assured, NCUK-accredited 

programme.
• World-class facilities.
• University-standard learning environment.

• Conditional offer of a place on an 
undergraduate degree at our partner 
universities.

• Excellent levels of individual care and 
support.

This is an academically challenging programme,
designed for students who want direct entry
to the first year of an undergraduate course at
UK and Irish institutions. It is designed for 
international students who have completed high 
school education and have achieved high grades 
in the subjects they wish to study.

Successful completion of the NCUK International 
Foundation Year leads to an award which 
is welcomed by top-ranking Irish and UK 
institutions.

What if I do not meet the minimum
English language requirements?
If you do not meet the minimum English language
requirements for direct entry to the three-term
Foundation Year you may be eligible to apply for 
one of our English Language Programmes.

21



Is the NCUK International 
Foundation Year validated or 
recognised?
The NCUK International Foundation Year is 
designed and validated by NCUK and offers 
DIFC students the opportunity to progress to one
of NCUK’s eleven owner universities. It is also
recognised by a wide range of other top ranking 
UK and Irish Universities.

Key features

Programme structure
The September and January start programmes
are taught over three terms, with review and
assessment taking place in the middle and final
weeks of the programme.

Academic content
There are three pathways available:
• Business & Humanities (including Law);
• Science and Engineering;
• Medicine & Health Sciences

Students choose three academic modules from 
a menu of Biology, Chemistry, Physics, Maths, 
Business Studies and Economics. Choice of 
subject modules depends on intended degree. In 
addition to the three academic modules, there is 
also an English for Academic Purposes module 
(EAP) making four modules in total.

Academic English language 
support and Study Skills
The modules in EAP and Study Skills cover 
reading, writing, listening and speaking. The 
English language component is based on the 
NCUK English for Academic Purposes (EAP) 
module and is assessed using NCUK’s widely-
recognised EAP assessment system.

The Study Skills component of the programme 
is an essential preparation for university life that 
helps you to work effectively in groups, present 
ideas, manage your time, conduct research, take 
lecture notes, organise the content of essays and 
understand how to evaluate your own work. All 
students on the September and January starts 
will follow this module.

Key Skills
This course will focus on the skills you need
to plan and complete a research project, plan 
and deliver academic presentations, take 

effective notes in lectures and from written 
information sources, write in an academic 
style, refer correctly to sources of information 
within your text and list your sources correctly 
in a bibliography. It will also develop your 
independent study strategies based on self-
evaluation of your learning, your abilities
and areas for improvement.

ICT (Information Communication
Technologies)
This module will teach you how to use word
processing, spreadsheets, databases and
slideware in preparing assignments and
presentations, as well as using the Internet,
e-mail and virtual learning environment (VLE)
software to support your learning.

A typical NCUK International 
Foundation Year week
A typical week, for the September and January
starts, will comprise up to 24 hours of 
timetabled lessons per week, including lectures, 
directed self-study and enquiry-based group 
work. Lessons may take the form of classes, 
workshops, tutorials or, for science courses, 
practical laboratory sessions and field trips.

You will have many opportunities to discuss
any points raised in lectures and seminars with
your tutors.

In the laboratory, you will carry out experiments 
relating to lectures, supervised by tutors 
and demonstrators who will ensure the safe 
execution of the experiments and discuss
the theory behind them.

You will be able to work in the well-equipped
DIFC centre at Griffith College and use
the large network of computer terminals for
research, including online access to libraries,
databases and the web.

Teaching and learning styles
Throughout the NCUK International Foundation 
Year, all the academic subject modules will 
be taught using a lecture and tutorial process 
that mirrors the style of teaching that you will 
encounter in university courses.

Assessment and support
Progress is monitored by continuous assessment
of coursework and by the use of class tests. The
final grade for each unit is based on a mixture
of coursework and end-of-course examinations.
Successful students will achieve grades A*, A, B, 
C, D and E for each of the four modules.
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Basic information will be delivered in lectures,
while the individuals’ understanding of the
subject and their ability to utilise the information
will be supported by tutorial work and by
extensive e-learning provision – which will also
enhance the presentational style of lectures.
Assessment will be by:

• coursework (prepared assignments, unit 
tests, experimental reports, computer use);

• mid-course and end-of-course examinations;
• Formal assessment of levels and progress 

in English is through NCUK’s English for 
Academic Purposes (EAP) programme. For a 
full list of EAP and comparable IELTS grades 
see tables below.

Guaranteed
progression of students
All international students attending the DIFC
International Foundation Year are assured of 
progression to year one of an Irish or UK degree 
course, subject to meeting specified grades 
based on:
• satisfactory completion of course work and 

performance criteria in examinations;
• an appropriate English language level 

determined by performance in the English for 
Academic Purposes (EAP) examination.

Grade Assessment Criteria Percentage

A* Excellent: exceptional performance, clear logical thinking, 
lucidly expressed with evidence of originality.

80+%

A Very Good: demonstrated learning of a high standard with clear 
evidence of application and synthesis.

70-80%

B Good: demonstrated competence with well-developed approach 
to subject and ability to apply concepts and synthesise material.

60-70%

C Satisfactory: average performance demonstrated by strengths 
and weaknesses and reasonable knowledge and understanding 
of the subject.

50-60%

D Minimum Pass: sufficient performance with work characterised 
by errors and omissions and some misunderstandings of basic 
concepts and principles.

40-50%

E Compensatable Grade: weak understanding of conceptual 
frameworks.  Many errors and omissions, confused exposition of 
issues.  Poor understanding of class notes and/or little evidence 
of independent study.

35-40%

U Ungraded

Final Grades

EAP % IELTS

A* 80+ 7.5

A 70-79 7.0

B 60-69 6.5

C 50-59 6.0

D 40-49 5.5

E 35-39 5.0

F <35 4.5
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International Foundation Year
Medicine & Health Sciences
This DIFC pathway is approved by the Royal College of Surgeons Ireland (RCSI) 
for entry to its Medical Degree programme (6 year course). In addition there are 
progression possibilities to St George’s University London (SGUL) as well as 
Masaryk University and Charles University in the Czech Republic.

DIFC’s link with RCSI gives students a unique opportunity to study for a medical degree 
programme. The RCSI has played a major role in medical education and training in Ireland 
for over 200 years. Founded in 1784 to train surgeons, RCSI provides extensive education 
and training in the health care professions at undergraduate and postgraduate level. 

Please note that DIFC cannot guarantee students a place in medicine, but our experience 
has shown that students who obtain two A and two B grades in their exams are considered 
eligible for a place in RCSI, subject to a motivational interview. DIFC will assist you in 
preparing for this interview.

Successful completion of the Medicine & Health Sciences pathway can also lead to 
progression to Medicine, Dentistry and Health Science related degrees at the following 
European universities:

Masaryk University, Brno, Czech Republic
Masaryk University, located in Brno, is the second-largest public university in the Czech Republic and 
the leading higher education institution in Moravia. At present it comprises nine faculties with more 
than 200 departments, institutes and clinics. Recognized as one of the most important teaching and 
research institutions in the Czech Republic and a highly-regarded Central European university, it has 
been marked by a strong democratic spirit ever since its establishment in 1919.

Charles University Faculty of Medicine, Hradec Kralove, Czech Republic
Since 1992, Charles University, Faculty of Medicine in Hradec Kralove has organised medicine and 
dentistry degree courses taught entirely in the English language. Teaching at the Faculty of Medicine 
in Hradec Kralove is arranged in 51 departments with a teaching staff of 247. This ensures that 
the instruction is of a high standard. The Faculty is well equipped with the latest computers and is 
involved in many research activities.

Royal College of Surgeons Ireland
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St	George’s	University	London	(a	leading	UK	medical	university)

With a history stretching back over 250 years, St George’s University London (SGUL) truly embodies 
a living heritage. It has consistently been at the forefront of medical advances and, today, is a leader 
in medical and science education and in research and government policy making.

This means you will have the opportunity to study in one of the world’s most exciting cities for a 
medical or biomedical qualification that is recognised worldwide, working alongside UK and other 
international students to improve your knowledge and develop your skills.

Successful completion (with appropriate grades) of the NCUK International Foundation Year (IFY)
Science/Medical route at DIFC offers progression to medical and biomedical degree programmes at 
this world-renowned institution.

Examples of programmes for which students may apply are listed below.

Application is via the UK’s UCAS system. A tutorial on the UCAS sytem and the particular 
requirements of SGUL can be found at www.ucas.com/students/applying/

In addition to achievement of the required NCUK IFY academic grades and English language levels 
specified for each course, prospective students will be assessed on the quality of their written 
applications,their work or voluntary experience and their performance at a selection interview.

DIFC will assist students with preparing their application as part of the NCUK IFY programme.
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DEGREE	SUBJECT	 	 	 	 		 	 EAP	 		GRADE
         GRADE   PROFILE

Progression Grades for Medicine

BSc (Hons) Medicine B BBB

MASARYK	UNIVERSITY	CZECH	REPUBLIC

BSc (Hons) Medicine B AAB

BSc (Hons) Pharmacy

BSc (Hons) Dental Medicine

CHARLES	UNIVERSITY	CZECH	REPUBLIC

BSc (Hons) Medicine B BAA

BSc (Hons) Physiotherapy B BAA

BSc (Hons) Pharmacy B BAA

BSc (Hons) Medicine (Bahrain) B TBC

ROYAL	COLLEGE	OF	SURGEONS	IRELAND

BSc (Hons)/MBBS International Medicine A AAA

BSc (Hons) Biomedical Science A AAA

ST	GEORGE’S	UNIVERSITY	LONDON
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Progression Grades: NCUK Universities
The following are a selection of progression routes for study at NCUK owner universities. As a 
successful International Foundation Year student, you will have a wide choice of degree options 
at eleven NCUK owner universities, other UK partner universities as well as Irish universities. The 
table below shows progression requirements for some of the most popular degree courses at a 
selection of the universities - there are literally hundreds of other degrees to choose from. These 
examples are intended for information purposes only, as a guide to the typical progression grades 
required. You can find full information at www.ncuk.ac.uk

BSc (Hons) Business and Management C BBC

BSc (Hons) Accounting and Finance C BBC

BSc (Hons) International Economics C CCC

BSc (Hons) Business Studies and Law C BBC

BA (Hons) Development and Peace Studies C BBC

BEng (Hons) Civil and Structural Engineering C B (Maths) C (Physics) C

BEng (Hons) Industrial Engineering C B (Maths) C (Physics) C

MEng Mechanical Engineering C A (Maths) B (Physics) C

BSc (Hons) Psychology C C (Maths) BB

UNIVERSITY	OF	BRADFORD

DEGREE	SUBJECT	 	 	 	 		 	 EAP	 		GRADE
         GRADE   PROFILE

BA (Hons) Accountancy and Finance C B (Maths) CC

BA (Hons) Business Management C BCC

BA (Hons) Law and Accountancy C BBB

BA (Hons) Marketing C BCC

BA (Hons) Events Management C CCC

BA (Hons) International Hospitality
Management 

C CCC

BSc (Hons) Computing in Business C CCC

BSc (Hons) Chemistry with Biochemistry C C (Chemisty) CC

UNIVERSITY	OF	HUDDERSFIELD

BA (Hons) Marketing C CCD

BA (Hons) Business and Management Studies C CCD

BA (Hons) Accounting and Finance C CCC

BA (Hons) Sport Business Management C CCC

BA (Hons) Glob al Development and
International Relations

C CCC

BA (Hons) Hospitality and Leadership
Management

C CCC

BA (Hons) Events Management C BCC

BSc (Hons) Computing C C (Maths) CD

BA (Hons) Media & Popular Culture C CCD

LEEDS	METROPOLITAN	UNIVERSITY



27

DEGREE	SUBJECT	 	 	 	 		 	 EAP	 		GRADE
         GRADE   PROFILE

BA (Hons) Accounting and Finance B BCC

BA (Hons) Business Management C BCC

BSc (Hons) Maritime Business and Management C CCC

BSc (Hons) Biomedical Sciences B BCC

BEng (Hons) Automotive Engineering C CCC

BSc (Hons) Molecular Biology with Genetics B BCC

BSc (Hons) Energy Management & Sustainability C BBC

BEng (Hons) Civil Engineering C BBC

BSc (Hons) Mathematics, Statistics and Computing C CCC

LIVERPOOL	JOHN	MOORES	UNIVERSITY

Progression Grades

BA (Hons) Accounting B ABB

BA (Hons) Business Studies B ABB

MEng Mechanical Engineering C AAB

BEng (Hons) Civil Engineering C BBB

BEng (Hons) Aerospace Engineering C BBB

BA (Hons) Environment and Planning B BCC

LLB (Hons) Law B AAB

UNIVERSITY	OF	LIVERPOOL

BA Economics (Hons) Accounting B AAB

BA Economics (Hons) Finance A AAB

BA Economics (Hons) Business Studies C ABB

BSc (Hons) International Management B AAB

BEng (Hons) Aerospace Engineering B ABB

MEng (Hons) Mechanical Engineering B AAB

BEng (Hons) Chemical Engineering B AAB

BSc (Hons) Computer Science B AAB

BSc (Hons) Mathematics C ABB

LLB (Hons) Law A AAA

UNIVERSITY	OF	MANCHESTER

BA (Hons) Business Management B ABB

BA (Hons) International Relations C ABB

LLB (Hons) Law A BBB

BA (Hons) Accounting and Finance B ABB

BA (Hons) Management with Marketing B ABB

BSc (Hons) Pharmacology C BBB

BEng (Hons) Mechanical Engineering C BBB

BEng (Hons) Petroleum Engineering C AAB

UNIVERSITY	OF	LEEDS



BA (Hons) Finance and Accounting C BCC

BSc (Hons) Business Studies with Human Resource Management C CCC

BEng Civil Engineering C CCC

LLB (Hons) Law B ABB

BSc (Hons) Environmental Health C CDD

BA (Hons) Tourism Management C BCC

UNIVERSITY	OF	SALFORD

DEGREE	SUBJECT	 	 	 	 		 	 EAP	 		GRADE
         GRADE   PROFILE

BA (Hons) Accounting and Financial Management C CCC

BA (Hons) Banking with Finance C CCC

BA (Hons) International Business Studies C CCC

BA (Hons) Marketing, Communications and Advertising C CCC

BSc (Hons) Psychology and Law C BCC

BEng (Hons) Automotive Electronic Engineering C CDD

BEng (Hons) Aerospace Technology C CCD

BSc (Hons) Product Design C CCC inc Maths & Physics

SHEFFIELD	HALLAM	UNIVERSITY

BA (Hons) Accounting and Financial Management B BBB

BA (Hons) Economics B ABB

BA (Hons) Management and Economics B ABB

MEng Chemical Engineering B ABB

BEng (Hons) Biomaterial Science and Tissue Engineering B BBC

BEng (Hons) Electronic and Communications Engineering B AAB

BSc (Hons) Computer Science and Mathematics B ABB

UNIVERSITY	OF	SHEFFIELD

Progression Grades

BA (Hons) Business Management C CCC

BA (Hons) Accounting and Finance C CCC

BSc (Hons) Economics C CCC

BSc (Hons) Chemistry C CCC inc Maths & Chemistry

MANCHESTER	METROPOLITAN	UNIVERSITY

‘DIFC is not just a foundation to great success but also the grass root 
for any international student wishing to achieve great academic success 
and a happy new life in Europe.’
Benstowe Tamunonenginyeofori Anari
DIFC Medical foundation/ NUIM Biological and Biomedical Sciences

‘My studies at DIFC have helped hugely in my understanding of 
economics at university and I am now confident of studying higher level 
subjects. To any student wishing to study a foundation course abroad, 
please don’t hesitate to choose DIFC to achieve your dream.’
Brandon	(Sung	Uok	Ha)
University of Manchester, Economics
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DEGREE	SUBJECT	 	 	 	 		 	 EAP	 		GRADE
         GRADE   PROFILE

BEng (Hons) Aerospace Engineering C BBB

BA (Hons) Business Information Technology B BBC

BEng (Hons) Chemical Engineering C BCC

BSc (Hons) Computing & Information Technology C BBB

BEng (Hons) Computer Science C BCC

BBS Hotel Management B BBB

SHANNON	SCHOOL	OF	MANAGEMENT

BA (Hons) Finance and Accounting C BCC

BSc (Hons) Business Studies with Human Resource Management C CCC

BEng Civil Engineering C CCC

BSc (Hons) Psychology B BBC

BSc (Hons) Environmental Health C Grades on request

BA (Hons) Tourism Management C Grades on request

UNIVERSITY	COLLEGE	CORK

QUEENS	UNIVERSITY	BELFAST

BSc (Education) Biological Science with Physics or Chemistry B BBC

BSc (Education) Physics and Chemistry B BBC

BEng (Hons) Mechanical Engineering C BCC

BEng (Hons) Biomedical Engineering C BCC

BEng (Hons) Aeronautical Engineering C BCC

UNIVERSITY	OF	LIMERICK

BA (Hons) Commerce B BCC

BSc (Hons) Science (Business Information Systems) B BCC

BSc (Hons) Engineering (Mechanical) C BCC

BSc (Hons) Engineering (Energy Systems) C BCC

BSc (Hons) Science (Computer Science and Information Technology) C BCC

BSc (Hons) Science (Biotechnology) C BCC

NATIONAL	UNIVERSITY	OF	IRELAND	GALWAY

BA (Hons) Business Management C Grades on request

BA (Hons) Accounting and Finance C Grades on request

BSc (Hons) Economics C Grades on request

BSc (Hons) Chemistry C Chemistry + Mathematics

BSc (Hons) Dental Technology C Grades on request

BSc (Hons) Multimedia Technology and Marketing B CCC

NATIONAL	UNIVERSITY	OF	IRELAND	MAYNOOTH	(Dublin	area)

Progression Grades: Irish Universities

BSc (Hons) Product Design C BBB

BSc (Hons) Electrical and Electronic Engineering C BBC

BEng Engineering C BBC

BSc Biomedical Science C BBC

BSc Medicinal Chemistry & Pharmaceutical Sciences C BCC

DUBLIN	INSTITUTE	OF	TECHNOLOGY



The NCUK 
Graduate Diploma Programme

DIFC offers the world-renowned NCUK Graduate Diploma (pre-Masters) programme. 
All students who successfully pass this programme are guaranteed a place on a 
taught Masters at an NCUK university.

•	 Route	A:	September	start	-	9	months	duration.
•	 Route B: January start - 7 months duration.
•	 Class Hours: up to 22 per week.
•	 You must have completed a degree course for 

placement in Ireland or the UK, or a three year 
diploma for placement in restricted universities in 
UK and Ireland.

•	 You	will	need	an	English	level	equivalent	to	IELTS	
5.0 (Route A) or 5.5 (Route B).

•	 Age 21 years and above.

What is the NCUK Graduate 
Diploma programme?
This programme is designed to develop the 
study methods and academic English language 
skills of international students who are preparing 
for Masters degree study in Ireland or the UK. If 
you pass this course you will be guaranteed a 
place on a taught Masters degree at an Irish or 
NCUK university.

The Graduate Diploma also aims to equip 
students with the skills needed to cope with the 
demands of studying at postgraduate level in 
order to increase their chances of successfully 
finishing a Masters degree.

If you have successfully completed a three-year
university diploma in a relevant subject, you
can use this course as a conversion programme 
to qualify for a Masters course in that subject.
Many Masters degrees such as Science,
Engineering, Finance or Accounting require
students to have a degree or diploma in a related
field. However, if you plan to study Business or
Management, but have not previously studied
these subjects, you can use the Graduate 
Diploma as a way of adapting your skills for entry 
onto these Masters degrees.

Why choose the
Graduate Diploma programme?
Studying a Masters degree at a British or Irish 
university can be a stressful experience for 
students who are new to the UK. The different 
study methods, language, culture, friends and 
new accommodation can place a lot of pressure 
on students in their first few months.

This programme provides the skills and study
methods that you will need to integrate fully into
the academic environment and into your chosen
Masters course.

International students from different disciplines
can also use the nine-month and the seven-
month Graduate Diploma programme as a 
conversion course, allowing entrance into UK 
and Irish postgraduate study in the areas of 
business and management, in addition to those 
relating to their first degree or diploma study.
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What makes the Graduate
Diploma programme stand out?
This programme has a strong focus on EAP,
independent learning skills and study skills
in the relevant academic areas. It includes a
major component (50 per cent) on research
methods, management and study skills, plus the
requirement to define, complete and write up a
research project using those skills. Candidates
applying for a degree with a strong research 
focus will find that universities particularly 
welcome the major research component of the 
programme.

The Graduate Diploma programme has the 
following features:
•	 supported by a group of leading UK and 

Irish universities;
•	 taught at world-class facilities;
•	 guarantees progression to postgraduate 

courses;
•	 flexible	entry	dates;
•	 highly supportive study environment;
•	 highest levels of personal care and 

support.
The Graduate Diploma is an NCUK programme, 
and offers guaranteed entry to one of NCUK’s 
eleven owner universities in the UK, as well as 
leading Irish universities.

What if I do not meet the minimum
English language requirements?
If you do not meet the minimum English language
requirements for direct entry to the Graduate
Diploma programme you may be eligible to

apply for the new Extended Graduate Diploma
programme. Lasting four terms, the Extended
Graduate Diploma programme incorporates a
term of intensive English language tuition at the
beginning of the course, allowing you to begin
your course and improve your English to a level
appropriate for academic study.

If you need to study more than one term of
English in order to reach the level necessary for
academic study you should apply for English for
Postgraduate Study.

Is the Graduate Diploma 
programme validated or 
recognised?
It is validated and quality-assured by NCUK and
recognised by universities in the UK and Ireland
for direct entry to taught Masters programmes.
Successful completion of the Graduate Diploma
leads to the award of the NCUK certificate,
issued on behalf of NCUK universities. The 
course is therefore a first step towards obtaining 
a postgraduate qualification.

NCUK (The Northern Consortium 
of UK Universities)
Both Graduate Diploma programmes at DIFC
have been developed by The Northern 
Consortium of UK Universities (NCUK). NCUK’s 
world-renowned study programmes and rigorous 
academic quality standards ensure that the 
qualifications are widely welcomed across the
UK and elsewhere in the world.

‘When I came to Ireland I found the Irish people 
very friendly which helped me to settle in. I 
studied the Graduate Diploma Programme at 
DIFC and found it very helpful. In particular we 
had to prepare a 5000 word dissertation. I am 
now studying a Masters in Logistics and Supply 
Chain at the University of Salford in the UK’
Jianchun	Zhao	(Bill)	–	China
Graduate Diploma
University	of	Salford	
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MSc Finance, Accounting and Management

MSc International Business and Management

MSc Marketing and Management

MA Conflict Resolution

MSc Biomedical Sciences

MSc Information Technology Management

MSc Mechanical Engineering

UNIVERSITY	OF	BRADFORD

MASTERS	SUBJECT	 	 	 	 		
 

UNIVERSITY	OF	HUDDERSFIELD

LEEDS	METROPOLITAN	UNIVERSITY

MSc Accounting

MSc Marketing

MBA Master of Business Administration

MSc Sustainable Architecture

MSc Business Project Management

MSc Advanced Computer Science

MSc Accounting

MSc Finance

MA International Business Administration

MA Public Relations Management

MBA Master of Business Administration

MSc Project Management

UNIVERSITY	OF	LEEDS

MA Health Management, Planning and Policy

MSc International Finance

MA Economics

MA Advertising and Marketing

MSc Environmental Engineering and Project Management

MSc International Accounting and Finance

MSc International Banking and Finance

MA Marketing

MSc Manufacturing Engineering

MSc Computer Animation and Visualisation 

MSc Environmental Planning

LIVERPOOL	JOHN	MOORES	UNIVERSITY

Progression Opportunities: NCUK Universities
The table below shows a cross-section of the universities and degree programmes which 
can be accessed from the Graduate Diploma programme. This is merely a selection of 
the universities that accept the NCUK qualification for postgraduate entry and examples 
of the degrees to which candidates can progress, following successful completion of the 
programme. These examples are intended for information purposes only, as a guide to the 
typical progression grades required. You can find full information at www.ncuk.ac.uk

‘Studying overseas is really a big decision 
and you will meet all kinds of difficulties 
and challenges. For people who are 
not from English-speaking countries, it 
is much harder - everything is different 
and fresh. So it is important to choose a 
suitable foundation college.

I am proud to tell you DIFC is definitely 
one of the best colleges in Europe. I 
actually did not realize that until I came 
to University College Cork. It is very hard 
for non native-speakers to pursue an 
academic course - you don’t have the 
background and you may be wandering 
during the class time.

I am fortunate I got my foundation 
course with DIFC and I have been given 
lots of skills which have helped with my 
undergraduate studies.’

Xinxiong	Zhao	(Taylor)	-	China
IFY Business
University College Cork, Finance
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MASTERS	SUBJECT	 	 	 	 		 	

UNIVERSITY	OF	LIVERPOOL

UNIVERSITY	OF	MANCHESTER

MSc Management

MSc Finance

MPA Master of Public Administration

LLM International Business Law

MSc (Eng) Advanced Manufacturing Systems and Technology

MSc Maritime Civil Engineering

MSc Biosystems and Informatics

MANCHESTER	METROPOLITAN	UNIVERSITY

MSc Management

MSc Entrepreneurial Practice

MSc Finance and Business

MSc Computing 

MSc Electrical and Electronic Engineering

MSc Accounting and Finance

MSc Economics

MSc Chinese Business and Management

MA International Politics

LLM Law and Development

MSc Biomechanics

MSc Structural Engineering

UNIVERSITY	OF	SALFORD

MSc Corporate Finance

MSc International Banking and Finance

MSc Design Management

MSc International Business 

MSc Managing Information Technology

SHEFFIELD	HALLAM	UNIVERSITY

MA Accounting and Finance

MSc Human Resource Management

MSc International Business and Management

MSc Electronics and IT 

MSc Pharmaceutical Analysis

UNIVERSITY	OF	SHEFFIELD

MSc Economics

MSc Business Analysis and Economics

MSc International Management

‘Studying the DIFC Graduate 
Diploma Programme was the most 
valuable experience in my life.’
Jianchun	Zhao	(Bill)
Graduate Diploma
University	of	Salford	Manchester

‘My study at DIFC benefitted me 
educationally, psychologically and 
socially.’
Tingting	Liang	(Sherry)	-	China
Graduate Diploma
University of Kent
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Progression Opportunities: Irish Universities

MA Accounting and Corporate Finance

MBS Business Information Systems 

MBS Electronic Business 

MBS Management Information and Managerial Accounting Systems

MSc Financial Economics (Investment, Banking & Risk Management) 

MSc Analytical Chemistry

MSc Applied Physics

UNIVERSITY	COLLEGE	CORK

MASTERS	SUBJECT	 	 	 	 		 	

MEng Mechanical and Manufacturing Engineering

MEng Structural Engineering with Architecture

MBS International Entrepreneurship Management 

MSc Chemistry

MEng Product Design and Development

MEng Aeronautical Engineering 

MSc Physics

QUEENS	UNIVERSITY	BELFAST

MSc Computer Science-Software Engineering

MA/MSc Mathematical Science

ME Electronic Engineering

MSc in Business Management

MSc in Strategy and Innovation

MA Economics

MA Finance

NATIONAL	UNIVERSITY	OF	IRELAND	MAYNOOTH	(Dublin	area)

MA Business Management

MSc International Management and Global Business 

MBS International Entrepreneurship Management 

MSc Biomedical Engineering

MEng Information and Network Security

MEng Aeronautical Engineering 

Graduate Diploma in Computing

UNIVERSITY	OF	LIMERICK

MA Mathematics

MSc International Management

MBS Corporate Strategy and People Management

MSc Biotechnology

NATIONAL	UNIVERSITY	OF	IRELAND	GALWAY
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Student	Progression

DIFC has placed more that 1000 international students in top universities in Ireland 
and the UK. In 2009, 91% of DIFC students were successfully placed at a UK or Irish 
university. In medicine the progression was 100% to medicine plus medical-related 
undergraduate courses.

‘I very much enjoyed my time studying at DIFC on the Graduate Diploma 
Programme and the help and support I received from the teachers and staff greatly 
helped me in preparation for my Masters in E-Business at University College Dublin. 
The subjects (English for Academic Purposes, Research Methods and Project 
Preparation Techniques) I was taught were invaluable tools to help me from the first 
day I started on my Masters,’
LiXu (Maggie), graduated to University College Dublin,
Michael	Smurfit	Business	School

‘I really enjoyed my studies at 
DIFC. The class I was in had 
students from many different 
nationalities and I really liked their 
method of teaching which included 
presentations and assignments 
which counted as part of my exam 
results. I am now in my second 
year studying medicine in RCSI.’
Azibanigha	Azi	–	Nigeria
IFY	Science	(Medicine)
RCSI,	Dublin
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English Language Programmes

Courses of intensive English language study to prepare you for 
your future academic studies.

•	 Two main programmes:     
Pre-Foundation English and Academic English for 
Undergraduate	and	Postgraduate	Study.

•	 Gain English skills for International Foundation Year 
programme or for the Graduate Diploma Programme.

•	 Class Hours: 20 per week (25 hours intensive option)

Pre-Foundation English
Our Pre-Foundation English courses are 
designed to prepare you for our NCUK 
foundation courses.

When you apply to DIFC, you will be tested 
for English language ability. If you do not have 
sufficient English to begin the foundation course 
you have chosen, you will first be offered a Pre-
Foundation English course.

Courses are run throughout the year at the 
following levels:

•	 PFE 1 - Elementary
•	 PFE 2 - Pre-Intermediate
•	 PFE 3 - Intermediate
•	 PFE 4 - Upper Intermediate

Courses include:
• General English development including 

reading, writing, listening, speaking & 
grammar

• Exam preparation classes
• Cultural classes
• PFE 3 & 4 include preparation for Maths, 

Science & Business in the lead-up to the IFY 
start dates.

You must be at least 17 years of age. You must 
take a course for at least one month at 20 hours 
per week, or our intensive option at 25 hours per 
week.

Academic English for 
Undergraduate and 
Postgraduate	Study
Our Academic English courses are three or six 
month courses of intensive academic English 
language study, which prepare international 
students, whose first language is not English, 
for academic study at undergraduate and 
postgraduate level at a UK or Irish university.

The course incorporates English language
skills, academic study skills and, at higher levels,
specific undergraduate research skills – all that
is needed for successful university study at
undergraduate level.

You can enrol on the six-month Academic 
English course in March, or the three-month 
course in June. This flexibility caters for students 
with different language levels.

Course content
Our courses will enable you to develop your 
knowledge, ability and confidence in a variety 
of skills that are essential for undergraduate 
or postgraduate study. These include team 
work, problem solving, critical thinking, time 
management, and as your level increases, 
research projects, research methods and 
quantitative and qualitative data analysis. 
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Through studying a range of modules, you will 
develop a greater command of written and 
spoken English, as well as the academic study 
skills that are critical for successful study at 
undergraduate level.

The course comprises 20 hours of taught
lessons per week plus one hour of directed 
selfstudy available to all students, which will be
supervised by a tutor who will be able to give
guidance and advice on aspects of independent
learning.

In order to make good progress, you are
expected to do approximately 20 additional 
hours per week of self-study outside class. 
This self study may include homework and 
assignments set by tutors or coursework which 
will be submitted for assessment, as well as 
online learning.

Marcos Vercelli 
being presented 
with the Euros 1000 
scholarship from DIFC 
by Ms Jean Krasocki, 
Chief Executive 
of NCUK, at the 
NCUK Head Office 
in Manchester city 
centre.
Marcos, from Italy, 
is now studying 
BA Economics at 
the University of 
Manchester.
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Student	Services
Supporting you from the day you arrive

For truly successful study, you not only need a high-quality study programme, 
but also a support network that ensures you can focus on your studies and enjoy 
student life. DIFC care begins while you are still in your home country and continues 
throughout your studies with us. DIFC has a network of supportive agents around 
the world to help you make the right decision. Once you arrive in Dublin, you will be 
cared for by the DIFC student services team.

Supporting your application
Your first point of contact with DIFC is likely to be 
with one of DIFC’s representatives in your home 
country. Our agents recognise the importance 
of the choices you are making and are well 
informed about our programmes and progression 
opportunities. They will gladly answer any 
questions and assist you with your application.

DIFC customer relations team
Once you have applied to DIFC, our team of 
experienced customer relations advisors will
ensure that your application is processed swiftly 
and that you receive the correct documents, so
that you can successfully obtain your student 
visa for entry into Ireland.

Your arrival:
Travelling to Dublin
For students arriving at Dublin International 
Airport, we offer an airport pick-up service 
from the airport to your accommodation, at an 
additional charge. If you want to make use of 
this service you will need to provide the student 
services team with your full flight details in 
advance of your arrival date. Full details of how 
to do this will be provided with your confirmation 
documents. If you are under 18 when you 
arrive the airport pick-up service is compulsory, 
unless your parents can provide evidence to our 
Admissions Office that a suitable arrangement 
has been made for your collection at the airport 
in Ireland. This compulsory service also applies 

‘I found the DIFC staff very friendly and in 
particular they helped me to find suitable 
accommodation. I studied the International 
Foundation Year – Health and Science in DIFC 
in 2010/11 and obtained the exam grades 
necessary to study medicine in RCSI.  I am 
finding this first year in RCSI easy because I 
covered all the subjects in my studies in DIFC.’
Hamad Ibrahim Ali Murad Mohammad 
United Arab Emirates
IFY	Science	(Medicine)
RCSI	Dublin
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when you are departing from Ireland. You will 
need to provide student services with your 
full flight details in advance of your arrival or 
departure date.

When should I arrive?
You must arrange to arrive in Dublin on the 
weekend before the first day of your course. 
You should inform DIFC of your date of arrival 
and travel arrangements at least two weeks 
in advance of the arrival date so we can 
advise either the Residential Tutors in the 
accommodation or your host family, about when 
to expect you.

Student Services Team
Based at DIFC, the Student Services Team look 
forward to meeting you and to supporting you 
throughout your studies. Student services offer a 
range of support services designed to meet the 
specific needs of international students. When 
you first arrive at DIFC, they will help you to 
settle in to student life in Dublin, and will remain 
your first point of contact for any nonacademic
issues, ranging from registering with the doctor 
and opening a bank account, to giving you 
guidance on visa issues. No matter how large 
or small your problem may be, there is always 
someone available to help and advise.

Orientation programme
On arrival, a comprehensive orientation 
programme is provided to welcome you and 
introduce you to studying at DIFC and living 
in Dublin. It is important that you attend the 
orientation programme. The programme includes 
a formal academic induction where you will be 
registered for your programme, take an English 
language placement test, receive your timetable 
and, for academic programmes, select your 
modules. You will also be given a tour of the city 
centre so that you can find out about the local 
transport systems and the best places to shop. 
During orientation there are also many organised 
social activities to help you settle into life at DIFC 
and meet other students.

On-going support
DIFC is dedicated to ensuring that you feel 
totally safe and supported. Upon arrival all 
DIFC students are issued with an emergency 
telephone number which can be used in an 
emergency at any time of the day or night. 
Within the halls of residence, 24-hour support is 
provided.

Student attendance monitoring
Good attendance is key to success. DIFC 
expects all students to have 100% attendance. 
Student attendance is monitored carefully and 
where attendance is not satisfactory, our student 

39



progress team will provide additional support 
to ensure that you can succeed in your studies. 
DIFC has an additional obligation to report to the 
GNIB any changes that may affect
the terms of an international student’s visa,
including an international student absence
from the programme.

Students who are
under the age of 18
Before DIFC accepts a student under 18 years of
age, parents must sign a consent form 
authorising nominated DIFC staff to act in loco 
parentis (on behalf of the parent) in the case 
of an emergency. Parents are also required to 
complete a medical information form. Relevant 
forms will be sent to parents and the student with 
the confirmation documents. No student will be 
accepted at DIFC without these forms having 
been completed, signed and returned to DIFC 
before the start of the course.

DIFC recommends that parents appoint a
Irish or UK-based guardian for international 
students under 18. If parents are making their 
own arrangements for either guardianship 
services or a friend or family member in Ireland 
or the UK to act as guardian to the student, 
evidence of these arrangements must be 
supplied to DIFC before the course starts.

Placement Counselling
DIFC has a full-time placement manager who is 
responsible for counselling and advising students 
regarding where they will be placed in university 
on completion of their course. The service 
includes helping students to complete their 
application forms and liaison with the universities 
in Ireland and UK to place all students on 
appropriate courses. Arrangements are also 
made for Irish universities to come to the DIFC 
campus and for visits to university campuses.

Social activity programme
While the main reason for coming to Dublin
is to study, in our experience, involvement in
non-academic activities will help you adjust
to life in Europe and allow you to develop a
network of friends to make your stay more
enjoyable. Dublin offers a wide variety of
options for socialising, experiencing the arts
or taking part in sports. DIFC also organises a
regular programme of activities designed to help
you make the most of your time in Ireland.

Facilities at the college include a sports centre 
and fitness room. There is also a common room 
equipped with games and there are numerous 
clubs and societies to join.
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The Irish Government has a policy of positively welcoming international students 
who choose Ireland as their study destination. The reasons are not simply 
commercial but stem from a recognition of the many cultural benefits international 
students bring to the local population and to the importance of international 
students in fostering  long term relationships between Ireland and  students’ home 
countries.

As a result the Government seeks to make the process of entering Ireland as trouble free as possible 
for all genuine applications.

Students from many countries do not need a visa to enter the country and can have their student 
status confirmed by the Ministry of Justice after arrival provided that they are studying at an officially 
registered college such as DIFC who will assist students with the registration process after arrival.

These countries include the majority of the Americas and Europe but also countries where study 
abroad is a popular option. Specifically:

• Hong Kong
• Macau
• Singapore
• South Korea 
• Malaysia
• Taiwan
• Japan

There are a number of other countries where visas can be obtained directly from the local Irish 
embassy. DIFC can help with the application process either directly or in the case of China and Saudi 
Arabia through its representative offices. These countries are:

• China
• Saudi Arabia
• Russia
• India ( including Nepal)
• All Gulf Council countries via the embassy in Abu Dhabi

Student visa decisions for all GCC countries (excluding Saudi Arabia) are made by the Irish Embassy 
in Abu Dhabi, UAE. Students from other nationalities must apply for a student visa before arrival 
directly to the Ministry of Justice in Dublin. DIFC will provide all the necessary support in this process 
to such students or their agents. More information is available at: www.inis.gov.ie

Visas
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All students are guaranteed a place in Halls of Residence on campus or in 
Homestay, depending on their choice. A full package of academic and pastoral 
support is available through a personal tutor system, small class sizes, extra tuition 
when required, Meet and Greet service etc.

Halls of Residence
The on-campus accommodation at the Griffith Halls of Residence houses 640 students:

•	 Bright, modern and clean 1 & 2-bedroom apartments
•	 Fully furnished to the highest standard
•	 Safe	environment	with	24-hour	security
•	 Landscaped courtyards and canal walkways
•	 Walking distance from city centre
•	 Serviced	by	nine	bus	routes

Prices range between €80 - €130 weekly depending on room type (i.e.. shared/single, standard/
superior). Costs do not include meals.

For more information, prices, contact details and booking procedure for on-campus accommodation 
please go to the Halls of Residence website: www.ghr.ie

Homestay
Homestay accommodation is available where students live with an Irish family. Cost is €660.00 for 
four weeks including all meals etc. 

DIFC has own accommodation officer who will place you in the most suitable accommodation.
accommodation@difc.ie

Accommodation
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Please refer to website for fees.
 

Fees

1. ONLINE ENQUIRY
To apply please register an enquiry online at our 
website: www.difc.ie. We will then send you a 
prospectus and an application form.

2. COMPLETE & SEND APPLICATION
We will contact you on receipt of your application 
and will tell you how long you will have to wait 
for your application to be processed. Offers for 
courses are made by the course tutors.

3. OFFERS
If you are successful we will send you a 
Provisional Offer Letter. If you wish to continue 
you will have to transfer to our bank account the 
full amount of fees as stated in Provisional Offer 
Letter.  This is a requirement of the Irish Visa 
Department.

4. ACCEPTANCE
When we have received the fees we will send 
you a DIFC Final Offer Letter which includes 

confirmation that we have received the fees.  
This is the letter that you need to enclose with 
your visa application.

5. STUDENT VISA
Take your Acceptance Letter to your local Irish 
Embassy, or High Commission, to apply for an 
Irish Student Visa.

6. TRAVEL
Please email details of your travel arrangements 
to: info@difc.ie
We can then arrange for a transfer to your 
accommodation in Dublin. You must let us know 
of your travel arrangements at least 7 days 
before you are due to arrive.

7. REFUND POLICY
Fees will only be refunded when visa is refused 
on appeal
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Dublin International Foundation College
Head	Office
Suite 1, Osprey Complex
Devoy Park
Naas
Co Kildare
Ireland

Website:  www.difc.ie
Email:  info@difc.ie
Telephone:  00353 45 866671
Fax:   00353 45 866655

Dublin International Foundation College
China
A1509, The Spaces International Center,
No. 8 Dongdaqiao Road, Chaoyang District,
Beijing,100020
China
Telephone: 0086 10 58700 190

Dublin International Foundation College
Saudi	Arabia
Hashim A Bakri
Email:   hashim@saudiirishedu.org
Telephone:  00 96653 222 7441

Contact us

Application Process



DIFC
c/o Room D119, 
Griffith Campus, 
Dublin,
South Circular Rd, 
Dublin 8,
REPUBLIC
OF IRELAND
www.difc.ie
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00353 45 866671


