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Overview
WHY STUDY AT UC SANTA BARBARA?
The University of California, Santa Barbara is 
located on the Pacific Ocean, and offers world-class 
academics and research. With breathtaking natural 
beauty combined with enormous intellectual vitality, 
there is no other campus like this!

 � UCSB is part of the 10-campus University 
of California system, one of the largest 
and most respected public universities in 
the world.

 � Students represent over 75 countries and 
report an exceptional level of satisfaction 
with their overall campus experience. 

 � UCSB’s academic community of over 
1,000 faculty and 22,000 students 
is characterized by a culture of 
interdisciplinary collaboration.

 � Santa Barbara is known for its 
Mediterranean climate, wide sandy 
beaches, inviting mountain trails, and 
timeless charm. The city of Santa Barbara 
has a population of about 90,000 and 
is removed from urban pressures, but 
vibrant with cultural activity. 

WHY CHOOSE UC SANTA BARBARA EXTENSION?
UC Santa Barbara Extension is the gateway for 
visiting students to participate in UCSB academic 
and/or professional development courses. UC Santa 
Barbara Extension offers:

 � University credit courses
 � Practical, professional development 
courses

 � Academic English program and courses 
to prepare students for their studies 

 � A full range of international student 
support services including:

 ✓ Academic advising
 ✓ F-1 Visa and immigration advising
 ✓ Housing assistance
 ✓ Orientation

My year as an international student at 
UCSB has been amazing. UCSB offers a 
diverse learning environment with small 
classes and talented students. This has 
been really motivating. The campus is 
located between the Pacific Ocean and 
the Santa Ynez Mountains, which gives 
you endless possibilities regarding 
outdoor activities. I would definitely 
recommend a year at UCSB.

Mari Jevne Arnesen, Norway

UCSB RANKINGS
# 2 in the world in terms of impact in the field of the 
sciences (Leiden University Ranking 2014)

# 10 among U.S. top public universities  
(U.S. News and World Report, 2014)
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POINTS OF PRIDE
 � UCSB’s renowned faculty includes six winners of the Nobel Prize for landmark research 
in chemistry, physics, and economics. An alumna of the College of Creative Studies was 
named Nobel Laureate in Physiology/Medicine.

 � Professor Shuji Nakamura was awarded the Millennium Technology Prize for the blue 
laser diode.

 � UCSB is one of only 62 research-intensive institutions in the Association of American 
Universities.

 � The UCSB campus is home to 11 national institutes and centers. 
 � The Interdisciplinary Institute for Energy Efficiency is bringing together more than 50 
campus researchers with related expertise to develop new energy-saving technologies. 

 � UCSB is a pioneer in environmental science, a leader in the field for over 40 years.
 � The campus is home to the California NanoSystems Institute, one of the first California 
Institutes for Science and Innovation. 

 � Economics and accounting graduates are actively recruited by top accounting firms.
 � UCSB was recognized as one of the top “Coolest Schools” that are helping to solve 
climate problems, and are making significant efforts to operate sustainably. UCSB has 
the highest number of LEED certified campus buildings within the University of California 
system.

 � The College of Letters and Science offers 80 majors and 39 minors with courses taught 
by nationally ranked faculty. It is the largest center of teaching, learning, and research at 
UCSB, and the only college on campus offering a comprehensive liberal arts education.
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International Student Programs (ISP)
 International Student Programs (ISP) offer a variety of high quality programs for students to choose from:

International Student Programs

Academic
English
Program
(AEP)

University
Immersion

Program (UIP)

Graduate
Studies

Preparation
Program
(GSPP)

Teaching
English

to Speakers
of Other 

Languages
Programs
(TESOL)

Customized
Language
& Culture
Programs

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS
 � Minimum Age 18  
 � University Transcript (in English)*
 � One of the following minimum scores:*

 ✓ Institutional (paper based)  
 TOEFL 550 

 ✓  iBT (internet-based)   
 TOEFL 80

 ✓  IELTS ® 7

 If you meet the requirements above,

 � Apply and enroll in ISP

* See page 8 for Academic English 
Program requirements
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I’m a materials engineering student and my area is 
semiconductor processing. Device technology in California 
is the best in the world, and I wanted to study in California 
because of Silicon Valley. I checked all the UCs and found that 
Santa Barbara is the best for semiconductor proce ssing. 

When I first got here I thought, “Oh no, the university is too 
big, too organized, too much!” My experience here has been 
amazing and astonishing. The campus is charming and lovely, 
and so is the city of Santa Barbara. Here, people are willing to 
guide you and show you the right way. The professors are very 
helpful and they treat you with a lot of respect. The international 
students I hang out with all find that the American people are 
very kind, polite, and they always want to help. This has been 
the best year of my life!

Victor Fan Arcara, Brazil
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BENEFITS
 � Raise fluency test scores
 � Understand university expectations
 � Improve academic writing
 � Acquire effective reading strategies
 � Practice class discussion
 � Enhance listening and note-taking
 � Develop critical thinking

COST  
 � ISP Fees 
Course Fees (see ISP Fees and 
Deadlines at www.extension.ucsb.
edu)

SCHEDULE
Fall, Winter, Spring, Summer  

DESCRIPTION

The Academic English program is 
designed for students who intend to 
study at a university in the U.S. The 
program offers intensive English courses 
to students with high intermediate to 
advanced level English fluency. Courses 
focus on improvement in reading, writing, 
listening, speaking, and the development 
of critical thinking skills. Students learn 
test strategies, practice fluency tests and 
have the opportunity to take the TOEFL iBT 
test at the end of each quarter. Students 
who achieve a minimum score of 80 iBT 
TOEFL may apply to transfer to the ISP 
University Immersion Program (UIP). The 
AEP program includes studies in American 
culture and provides the experience 
of campus life at a premier research 
university.

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS

 � Application and enrollment in ISP
 � One of the following minimum scores

 ✓ TOEFL iBT (internet-based) 45
 ✓ TOEFL (paper-based) 450
 ✓ IELTS   5.0

 � Transcript for the highest level of 
education achieved (English translation 
required)

 � Personal Statement including:
 ✓ reason for applying for the AEP
 ✓ past English studies (number 

of years, school or informal, level 
completed)

CURRICULUM
 � Academic Writing 
 � Advanced Grammar & Vocabulary 
 � Communication and Culture  
 � Critical Thinking and Analysis  
 � Intensive TOEFL Preparation  
 � Pronunciation for Clear English
 � English through American Arts*  
 � Reading & Discussion (Blended)* 

*not offered in summer COMPLETION REQUIREMENTS

Successful completion of a minimum of  
12 units of AEP coursework

Academic English Program (AEP)

For additional information see:  
http://extension.ucsb.edu/static/international/isp-aep.jsp
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University Immersion Program (UIP)
DESCRIPTION

Through the University Immersion 
Program (UIP), international students 
may enroll in UCSB academic and/
or professional development courses 
in a wide variety of disciplines. This 
program offers an excellent way to 
experience university life in the U.S. 
Students also have the opportunity to 
participate in a classroom environment 
dedicated to teaching applicable skills, 
and gain knowledge necessary for 
success in the global workforce. The 
credits earned may be transferred to 
universities around the world or used to 
complement students’ professional and 
academic goals. 

Through the UIP, students select 
courses from: 

 � Academic Studies 
 � Professional Studies
 � Specialized Academic English 

Studies 
 � Technology Management Courses

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS
 � Application and Enrollment in ISP
 � A list of proposed courses.

COMPLETION REQUIREMENTS 

Enrollment (for credit), participation, 
and completion of a minimum of 8-12 
units of course work each quarter. 

Note: Enrollment in courses is limited 
and space is not guaranteed. Students 
must meet all course prerequisites.

COST   
 � ISP Fees 
 � Course Fees (see the ISP Fees  

 and Deadlines at  
 www.extension.ucsb.edu)

SCHEDULE 
Fall, Winter, Spring, Summer
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DESCRIPTION

The Academic Studies option is ideal for those who seek to:

 � Deepen their knowledge in an academic discipline
 � Broaden their interdisciplinary knowledge by studying a variety of academic subjects

Students have the opportunity to participate in a rigorous, research-based course curriculum 
in an exceptional learning environment that fulfills their academic ambitions and intellectual 
passions. 

CURRICULUM

Students may take individual courses in a variety of academic subject areas including:  

 � Asian American Studies
 � Economics
 � English and Comparative Literature
 � Chemical Engineering
 � Communications
 � Computer Science
 � Electrical and Computer Engineering
 � Engineering Science
 � Environmental Science and Management
 � Geography
 � Global and International Studies
 � History

 � Languages
 � Marine Science
 � Materials 
 � Mechanical Engineering
 � Media Arts and Technology
 � Music
 � Philosophy
 � Political Science
 � Technology Management
 � Theater and Dance
 � Writing

BENEFITS 
 � Enroll in courses offered only at  

 UC Santa Barbara.
 � Engage in innovative ways of  

 thinking, learning, and conducting  
 research.

 � Experience rigorous high-quality  
 learning opportunities. 

 � Engage with faculty who are  
 world leaders in their field.

 � Explore interdisciplinary 
 perspectives.

 � Access state-of-the-art research  
 facilities. 

 � Learn with and from other   
 highly motivated American and  
 international students. 

SCHEDULE
Fall, Winter, Spring,  
Summer (6 or 12 week program)

UIP: Academic Studies

For course information, please see: UCSB Schedule of Classes, https://my.sa.ucsb.edu/public/curriculum/coursesearch.aspx
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DESCRIPTION

The Professional Studies option is ideal 
for those who wish to:

 � Further their education and training in 
a particular field

 � Gain an understanding of a discipline 
on both a theoretical and practical 
basis.

Students have the opportunity to 
participate in a fast-paced course 
curriculum that  links theory to practice, 
provides “real-world” case studies, and 
teaches skills useful for application.

CURRICULUM 

Students may take individual courses 
or the entire certificate program in the 
following fields: 

BUSINESS & MANAGEMENT
 � Accounting
 � Human Resource Management
 � Marketing
 � Professional Financial Planning
 � Project Management

LEGAL STUDIES & MEDIATION
 � Mediation & Dispute Resolution
 � Paralegal Studies

SCIENCE & ENGINEERING
 � Engineering
 � Environmental Science
 � Technology Management

EDUCATION
 � TESOL (Teaching English to  

Speakers of Other Languages)

UIP: Professional Studies BENEFITS 
 � Develop practical skills applicable  

 to businesses throughout the  
 world.

 � Gain knowledge from dedicated  
 instructors who are industry  
 experts. 

 � Advance your communication and  
 presentation skills.

 � Experience academic and   
 personal growth.

 � Gain a competitive edge by  
 earning a Professional Certificate.

 � Update your resume or portfolio. 
 � Increase your future earning  

 potential. 
 � Collaborate in group work with 
working adults and international 
students on a variety of projects.

SCHEDULE
Fall, Winter, Spring, Summer

For course and certificate program information, please see: UCSB Extension, http//extension.ucsb.edu

I chose UCSB for the wide offering of courses. 
It is unique for international students to be 
able to choose from so many academic areas 
and to sit in the same classroom as American 
students. I enjoyed the interactive lessons 
where professors encourage students to speak 
up in the classroom.

Lorenzo Sironi, Italy
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COMMUNICATION FOR  
INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS

Success in university classes in the 
U.S. requires more than adequate oral 
and written English skills. This course is 
designed to help international students 
maximize the American university 
experience through guided, structured, 
interactive tasks. Participation helps 
students develop a deeper understanding  
of the culture and communication style of 
an American university.

SPEAKING SKILLS FOR  
THE GLOBAL MARKETPLACE

The business world is changing; 
technology connects us, geography 
is no longer relevant, and English has 
become the “lingua franca” of international 
companies. Successful business and 
entrepreneurial skills include the art of 
the clear summary, of negotiation and 
persuasion, and the ability to work as a 
team. Course participants increase their 
leadership skills, and their confidence in 
effective communication for a variety of 
business situations and purposes.

UIP: Specialized Academic  
English Studies 
Students may choose to take one or more Specialized Academic English courses. Students may combine these courses with any other 
International Student Program. For additional courses, please see www.extenstion.ucsb.edu.

BENEFITS
 � Communicate more comfortably 
in private, public, and academic 
situations.

 � Master successful oral 
presentations

 � Enhance your English for 
academic writing

 � Develop leadership skills
 � Increase confidence in navigating 
student life

SCHEDULE
Fall, Winter, Spring

ACADEMIC WRITING (ADVANCED)

This course introduces participants to prominent research being conducted at UCSB. The renowned faculty of the 
university includes five Nobel Laureates. UCSB continues to develop critical research in areas such as physics, 
engineering, communication technology, nanotechnology, and sustainability. Participants develop writing skills through 
introductions to research in areas of student interest. The course focuses on the style of English commonly used in writing 
for research and academic publications and contrasts this style with more informal writing for social communication. 
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DESCRIPTION

Courses in technology management and entrepreneurship address new venture creation, market research and finance, foundations of team 
building, organizational behavior, and talent management.  

CURRICULUM
 � Opportunities and Perspectives in   

 Technology, Business, and Society
 � Business Strategy and Leadership Skills
 � Entrepreneurship
 � Research Market
 � New Venture Finance
 � Leadership of Teams and Talent 

The Technology Management Certificate 
is a cooperative certificate program 
between UCSB Extension and the 
Technology Management Program (TMP) 
in the College of Engineering. To earn this 
certificate, students must successfully 
complete 16 units of curriculum, with 
an average grade of B or better, with no 
grades below C for any of the courses.

Enrollment in courses is limited and space in classes is not guaranteed. Students must meet all course prerequisites.

Note: Qualified students may take individual courses without enrolling in the Certificate.

UIP: Technology Management Courses

BENEFITS
 � Gain an understanding of the wide 
range of concepts and business 
principles considered during start-up, 
growth, and operation of technology 
oriented companies.

 � Gain access to professionals familiar 
with the demands of starting new 
businesses as well as running 
existing companies.

 � Apply your knowledge from 
technology management courses to 
operate effectively in the business 
environment or launch a new venture. 

SCHEDULE

Select courses are offered: Fall, Winter, 
Spring

Note: It may take up to 3 quarters 
to earn the Technology Management 
Certificate. For detailed information, 
including the Course Schedule, see: 
http://extension.ucsb.edu/certificates.
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DESCRIPTION 

The program prepares international 
students for the application process to 
enter graduate school in the U.S. It focuses 
on success in both academic studies and 
the overall experience at an American 
university. The program assists participants 
in articulating clear goals for their advanced 
studies. Students receive specialized 
academic English support for their field 
of study and practice analytical and 
critical thinking skills. Individual tutoring 
is available as required. The program 
enables students to take a course in their 
academic area and gives an understanding 
of the requirements of different graduate 
departments.

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS 

Application and enrollment in ISP

COMPLETION REQUIREMENTS

Enrollment (for credit), participation, 
completion of 12 units of course work 

CURRICULUM
 � Introduction to Graduate Studies  

 and the Application Process
 � Academic course in your chosen field
 � Choice of one or more:

 ✓ Academic Writing (Advanced)
 ✓ Speaking Skills for the  

 Global Marketplace
 ✓ Communication for  

 International Students

ON YOUR OWN
 � GRE GMAT Test Preparation courses on  

 campus (fees not included)
 � Activities including hiking, films, 

 lectures, seminars, excursions, and   
 networking with other international and  
 local students

Graduate Studies Preparation Program 
(GSPP)

BENEFITS
 � Understand the admissions process  

 for graduate school in the U.S. and  
 the steps that lead to success.

 � Develop a clear statement   
 of purpose that is distinct and  
 compelling.

 � Complete a course in your chosen 
 area and learn about ongoing  
 research by professors and  
 graduate students. 

 � Acquire the specialized forms of  
 English used in academic settings.

 � Ensure listeners understand you  
 with ease; improve pronunciation  
 in target areas as needed.

 � Become familiar with student  
 culture and the University system in  
 the U.S.

 � Obtain a course record at a  
 world-class University and a 
 letter of recommendation  
 (for students who demonstrate  
 excellence).

COST    
 � ISP Fees and 
 � Course Fees (see the ISP  

 Fees and Deadlines at  
 www.extension.ucsb.edu) 

SCHEDULE
Fall, Winter, Spring
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BENEFITS
 � Join American trainees in small  

 classes with individual attention.
 � Focus on effective communicative  

 methodology and cutting-edge  
 skills.

 � Engage with highly qualified  
 instructors with extensive overseas  
 experience.

 � Gain practitioner knowledge  
 through staged teaching practicum  
 courses.

 � Fast track completion.
 � Choice of two programs.

COST  
 � ISP Fees
 � Course Fees (see the ISP  

 Fees and Deadlines at  
 www.extension.ucsb.edu)

SCHEDULE
The programs may be completed in:

 ✓ 8 weeks:  
 Summer (June - August)

Teaching English to Speakers of  
Other Languages (TESOL)

DESCRIPTION

The TESOL Programs represent a practical 
approach to English language teacher 
training. The curriculum reflects careful 
study and consideration of current theory 
and its practical application in TESOL 
methodology. It offers the most up-to-date 
and effective instruction in English as a 
Second and Foreign Language (ESL/EFL) 
teaching. 

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS
 � Application and enrollment in ISP 
 � Certificate Application for Candidacy 
 � Proof of B.A or expected date of   

 completion
 � TESOL Professional Certificate 
Program. The 16 unit, 144 hour 
program prepares candidates for 
language teaching both in North 
America and overseas. Emphasis is 
placed on preparing candidates for 
“real-world” classroom experience. 
The program includes observation and 
practice teaching.

CURRICULUM 
 � Introduction to TESOL and the 

 Learning Context
 � Language Analysis, Awareness, and  

 Teaching Techniques (Part A)
 � Classroom Practicalities for TESOL
 � Lesson Planning for TESOL
 � Language Skills for TESOL (Part A)
 � Language Analysis, Awareness,  

 and Teaching Techniques (Part B)   
 Practicum 1

 � Language Skills for TESOL (Part B)   
 Practicum 2

 � Professional Development for TESOL:  
 USA and Overseas

COMPLETION REQUIREMENTS

Enrollment (for credit), participation, 
successful completion of TESOL Courses 
(16 units with grade C or better), and 
portfolio.

 � TESOL (Methodology) Professional 
Sequence Award. The 10-unit,  
90 hour sequence award gives students 
the opportunity to upgrade and update 
their teaching skills. The focus is on 
methodology, with an introduction to 
strategies for effective practice.

CURRICULUM
 � Introduction to TESOL and the  

 Learning Context
 � Language Analysis, Awareness, and  

 Teaching Techniques (Part A)
 � Classroom Practicalities for TESOL
 � Lesson Planning for TESOL
 � Language Skills for TESOL (Part A)
 � Professional Development for TESOL:  

 USA and Overseas

COMPLETION REQUIREMENTS

Enrollment (for credit), participation, 
completion of TESOL Courses (10 units 
with grade C or better), and portfolio.

Summer Intensive – Professional Certificate and  
Professional Sequence Award 

Getting a TESOL Professional 
Certificate from UCSB Extension has 
changed my life! Being a practicing 
English teacher in Russia, I joined 
this program to improve my language 
teaching techniques. It is a hands-
on program taught by highly-trained 
professors who help international 
students to feel at home in the 
classroom. While completing the 
certificate, I felt inspired and went on 
to complete an M.A. TESOL in the U.S. 

 Victoria Karpova, Russia
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND AMERICAN CULTURE

 � 4-8 week intensive programs for English language learners

UNDERGRADUATE PREPARATION PROGRAMS

 � 2-4 week workshops and programs for high school students

TEACHING ENGLISH TO SPEAKERS OF OTHER LANGUAGES 
(TESOL)

 � 4-8 week intensive programs for teachers and teacher 
trainees. English language support and cultural studies may 
be included

DESCRIPTION

Customized programs are available to groups of teachers or 
students from schools, colleges, universities, and industry.  
An activity advisor may be arranged.

CURRICULA

Individually designed and employing effective cutting-edge 
methodology. Programs use a communicative approach and 
interactive classroom activities.

Customized Language &  
Culture Programs

BENEFITS
 � Curricula designed to meet the 
requirements of a particular group.

 � Certificate of Completion awarded for 
successful completion of program.

 � Classes on the campus of a world 
class university.

 � Highly qualified and experienced 
teachers.

 � Students experience new approaches 
and strategies for language learning.

SCHEDULE

Fall, Winter, Spring, Summer

COST 

 � On request:  
 hilary.tomczik@extension.ucsb.edu
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ISP Application & Enrollment Information
STEP 1. APPLY AND ENROLL IN ISP

 � Submit completed ISP Application/Enrollment PDF. Include: 
 ✓ Application Fee (one-time, nonrefundable)
 ✓ Program Fee (for each quarter of study)
 ✓ Student Services Fee (for each quarter of study)

STEP 2.  AFTER ACCEPTANCE TO THE ISP, ENROLL IN 
INDIVIDUAL COURSES

 � Submit each quarter: 
 ✓ Course Fees
 ✓ Additional fees as appropriate

NOTE: 
 � Students with TOEFL iBT scores below 20 or IELTS scores 
below 6 in any individual skill area (reading, writing, 
listening, speaking) must successfully complete an academic 
English course in the respective sub-score skill area.  
A grade of “C” or better is required in each of these courses 
during the first quarter of study at UCSB.

 � All program and course deadlines must be met
 � Space in programs and courses is not guaranteed
 � The UIP regularly fills six months in advance of the program 
start date.

 � UCSB is on a quarter system: fall, winter, spring, and   
 summer (3 months each)

 � Application/Enrollment Policies and Procedures
 � ISP Application/Enrollment PDF
 � F-1 Immigration Information
 � Dates
 � Fees, Deadlines, and Payment Options 
 � Student Resources
 � Housing
 � Frequently Asked Questions
 � Program Updates 

For questions, email studentservices@extension.ucsb.edu

F-1 STUDENT VISA

International students studying full-time at UCSB Extension 
require an F-1 Student Visa. Once accepted into the ISP, students 
receive an I-20 Form (this is their Certificate of Eligibility for 
an F-1 Student Visa) from UCSB Extension. The I-20 Form is 
required in order to apply for an F-1 Student Visa at your local 
U.S. Embassy or Consulate. 
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Student Life 
ACTIVITIES

The UCSB University Center is the focus of student activity. The center has a 
bookstore, food court, concert area, post office, study rooms, computer lounges, 
ATM venues, printing venue, Community Housing Office, and a Multicultural Center. 

UCSB’s Arts and Lectures program presents lectures by international political and 
scientific experts, as well as performances in music, dance, and theater  
(see www.artsandlectures.ucsb.edu). 

The Department of Recreation at UCSB 
offers a wide variety of programs and 
activities and includes: The Recreation 
Center and Aquatics Complex, Events 
Center, Robertson Gymnasium, 
tennis courts, sand volleyball courts, 
lacrosse pit, Santa Barbara Harbor 
Sailing Facility, softball field, Caesar 
Uyesaka Baseball Stadium, and the 
Cachuma Lake Rowing Facility  
(see www.recreation.ucsb.edu). For a 
small fee, ISP students have access to 
these facilities.

The UCSB campus is approximately 9 
miles (15 km), a short bus ride from 
the City of Santa Barbara. 

Santa Barbara is home to beautiful 
beaches, majestic mountains, and 
a rich and colorful culture. Visit 
Santa Barbara for excellent shopping, restaurants, and movies or enjoy the many 
opportunities for biking, hiking, boating, scuba diving, and surfing. 

SANTA BARBARA WEATHER

Month Avg. High Avg. Low  

January 17°C 7°C

February 18°C 8°C

March 18°C 8°C

April 20°C 10°C

May 21°C 11°C

June 22°C 13°C

July 23°C 15°C 

August 25°C 15°C 

September 23°C 15°C 

October 22°C 12°C 

November 20°C 9°C 

December 18°C 7°C

BENEFITS
 � Learn and grow in an exciting  

 academic environment.
 � Immerse yourself in the pursuit of  

 knowledge and shared intellectual  
 experience.

 � Access unlimited student support  
 services including immigration  
 and academic advising.

 � Take advantage of UCSB   
 Community Housing services.

 � Enjoy outstanding recreation facilities.

U n i t e d  S t a t e sU n i t e d  S t a t e s

P a c i f i c  O c e a n

SANTA BARBARA

Los Angeles

Ventura

Los Angeles

Santa Barbara

San Francisco
C a l i f o r n i a
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