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Principal’s welcome
We believe that the key to academic success lies in the ability of a highly qualified 
teaching staff to inspire individuals in an academic and yet informal environment.  
As such the college has a warm and relaxed feel and we keep our classes very small.

We never lose sight of the importance of examinations and the rigorous demands placed 
on students during their preparation for university entrance. The curriculum is covered in 
great detail with frequent reference to past papers and exam techniques are developed 
through fortnightly mock examinations. Regular, challenging and relevant homework 
allows the student to consolidate knowledge gained in the classroom and develop 
independent study skills. This approach ensures our students achieve excellent results.

The strong relationships students build with their tutors here at Chelsea is key to their 
continuous personal and academic development and it is something we are very proud of.

Students naturally ask what it feels like to study at Chelsea. The answer is varied and 
depends on the individual, but our ethos will guarantee that:
• You will be treated as an individual and we will support your individual needs
• Relationships with your tutors will always be based on mutual respect
• You will find it easy to make friends and to feel part of the wider school community.
• You will have the opportunity to participate in a large range of extra-curricular activities 

in order to develop interests outside of your academic studies.

We look forward to meeting you soon.

Paul Fear, Principal
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Educational approach
Our educational approach is defined by our unique learning  
programme. By taking the time to understand your motivation,  
interests, aptitude and ability, we deliver a tailored learning plan  
to help you achieve your personal academic goals.

How does it work?
The concept of our programme is best  
understood when our teaching methodology  
is explained. First we profile your ability and map 
out a programme of learning. The programme  
takes advantage of areas you are skilled in and  
areas that will benefit from more focus. We will  
also identify your own individual learning style, 
providing you with appropriate learning strategies 
as we work to enable you to think both critically  
and creatively. We deliver exceptional academic 
results using a mix of teaching techniques,  
such as creative reasoning, mind-mapping  
and speed-reading, coupled with monthly 
reviews, assessments and examinations. 

91% 
of students from UK 
independent schools go  
on to higher education**

We offer
• Outstanding teaching that combines the best  

of traditional methods alongside state of the art 
educational practices 

• Small, focused classes with discursive, interactive 
lessons that allow teaching and learning to be 
adaptive and to respond to student performance 

• Clear and challenging objectives in every lesson 
• A dedicated personal tutor for every student
• Academic profiling using Durham University’s 

ALIS/YELLIS performance predictors
• Comprehensive notes for all subjects
• Weekly exam practice with comprehensive  

and constructive feedback
• Cognitive skills training to complement  

academic knowledge
• Unlimited, free, one-to-one support  

at no additional charge*

*subject to students fulfilling the terms of the Student Charter
** Independent Schools Council Census 2013
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Matthew (right) is Head of Maths at Chelsea 
and has taught here for over ten years. He has 
led the department to become one of the 
largest in the country and his students achieve 
consistently outstanding results. He studied 
mathematics at Hertford College, University of 
Oxford gaining a first class degree specialising 
in mathematical modelling, differential 
equations and quantum mechanics. Matthew 
also helps students with Oxbridge interviews, 
STEP Mathematics exams, Advanced 
Extension Awards and university preparation.

Matthew Sharpe

David (right) is the Head of Sixth form and the 
principal psychology teacher at Chelsea. David 
studied at the University of Birmingham gaining 
a degree in Sociology & Philosophy and has a 
second degree in Psychology. After a successful 
career as a psychotherapist he completed his 
PGCE at the world famous Institute of Education. 
Using his professional experience and academic 
 training, he ensures his students achieve 
excellent examination results, his inspirational 
approach and guidence as a personal tutor 
keeps his students happy and focused 
throughout their time at Chelsea. 

David Bright

Chelsea Independent College focuses on  
helping every student to achieve their potential.  
For some students this might mean a highly 
academic course of study whilst for others their 
preference is for fashion, art or media. The key  
is to provide students with the support and 
guidance they need to achieve their goals.

Highly qualified and 
experienced staff, over 
50% of whom hold a 
degree from a Russell 
Group university

Our teachers are specialists in their subjects  
and many are public examiners or published 
authors. All are experts in their field. Every tutor  
will do their utmost to help their students enjoy  
their classes and achieve the highest results 
possible. There are weekly tests and plenty  
of homework to ensure that what’s discussed  
in class is consolidated by personal study.

Teaching
Academic life at Chelsea Independent College is truly inspiring 
and the principle reason parents and students choose to study 
with us. Our goal is to combine an excitement about learning 
with success in examinations.

Our ultimate aim is to prepare students for  
higher education at a university of their choice  
and we have a dedicated team of staff that give 
specialist university entrance guidance.

Underpinning our academic programme is an 
exceptional level of pastoral support. We believe 
this plays an important part in helping our students 
achieve individual success. Chelsea Independent 
College works on the basis of mutual respect 
between staff and students. We spend a great  
deal of time getting to know our students and  
in nurturing them, whatever their particular  
needs might be.

Average class size 
of 7 students

Amy (left) is Head of Science at Chelsea  
and has taught Biology here for five years. 
Amy has a degree in Neuroscience from King’s 
College London and has been instrumental in 
developing the Chelsea Medics Programme, 
utilising her own experience of studying at one 
of the world’s leading medical universities to 
guide students through the complexities of 
their medical school applications. Amy 
oversees the academic standards across the 
department, the success of which is reflected 
in the increasing numbers of students entering 
Imperial College and University College London.

Amy Harper-Tarr
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Earning a place at a top university
Chelsea Independent College has been placing students  
on the most competitive degree courses at the most sought  
after universities for a decade.

Gaining entry to a top university means more than 
just proven academic ability in the form of excellent 
grades at A-level. You have to stand out from the 
crowd, demonstrating great personal maturity,  
a genuine interest in the subject you wish to read 
and potential for the future. A Chelsea Independent 
College education prepares you for both success in 
your studies and entry into the degree course that’s 
right for you.

Using a blend of specialist programmes,  
exceptional teaching and one-to-one UCAS  
advisory sessions, we put you in the best position 
for entry into your desired university.

Four of the World’s top six 
universities are in the UK* 

Guidance and support for UCAS preparation
We have a proven record of helping our students 
gain admission to the most sought after degree 
programmes. Our tutors give outstanding advice 
and support on the complex process of making  
a successful UCAS application. 

Your UCAS application needs to evidence:
• Exceptional results and predictions
• A clear, convincing and relevant  

Personal Statement
• A long-standing and profound interest  

in your chosen subject
• Relevant experience in non-academic  

activities in the workplace and community
• Positive and expertly written references

A selection of recent university  
destinations and students placed:
• University of Oxford 2
• University of Cambridge 1
• London School of Economics  

and Political Science 5
• Imperial College of Science,  

Technology and Medicine 1
• Durham University 3
• King’s College London 5
• University College London 8
• University of Warwick 6
• University of York 2
• University of Bristol 3
• University of Edinburgh 1
• University of Nottingham 6
• University of Exeter 1
• University of Sheffield 2
• University of Southampton 1
• Lancaster University 1
• University of Leicester 3
• Loughborough University 2
• School of Oriental and African Studies 3
• University of Manchester 6
• Queen Mary, University of London 7
• University of Leeds 5
• University of Sussex 2
• Aston University 2
• University of Kent 2
• Kingston University, London 5

*World Rankings, QS
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Ranked as the number one student city in the English speaking  
world, there are more than 400,000 students currently studying here.

There are 40 higher education institutions in London including  
22 universities, 18 of which feature in the QS World University Rankings 
(four in the top 40), more than any other city in the world. Together they 
offer an incredible 30,000 degree courses at undergraduate and 
postgraduate level, from Accountancy to Zoology. 

London
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Chelsea and Fulham
Vibrant and cosmopolitan,  
Chelsea and Fulham have it all - 
boutique shopping, world famous 
restaurants, premier sports  
stadiums and green parks.

The modern college buildings are located only a short  
walk from Fulham Broadway Underground Station on the  
District Line. Bordered by Kensington and Belgravia to the  
north and by the River Thames to the south, this is one of  
the capital’s most exclusive and safe residential areas.

The popular shopping and socialising districts of  
Knightsbridge and Sloane Square are nearby as are  
open green spaces around Parsons Green and  
Eel Brook Common.

Premier League football clubs Chelsea and Fulham  
both have their home grounds in the area of Fulham  
Broadway and there is an excellent selection of shops,  
cafes and restaurants as well as a nine-screen cinema  
and a well-equipped health club.

King’s Road
King’s Road, synonymous with music and fashion since  
the 1960s and one of the world’s most trendy shopping  
streets is quite literally around the corner. It is brimming  
with independent clothes stores and boutiques belonging  
to both emerging and established designers as well as  
global fashion brands. Many world-renowned artists  
and writers have lived and worked in the area and  
The Saatchi Gallery, close to Sloane Square, hosts  
exhibitions of international contemporary art.

Places to visit around Chelsea and Fulham
• Saatchi Gallery
• National Army Museum
• Royal Hospital, Chelsea
• Chelsea Physic Garden
• Carlyle’s House
• Oscar Wilde’s House
• Stamford Bridge - home of Chelsea Football Club
• Craven Cottage - home of Fulham Football Club

Nearest tube station
• Fulham Broadway (100 metres)

1000 metres

KINGS ROAD
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Extracurricular 
Although academic study remains the focus of all  
of our students, we recognize the importance of a  
broad educational experience with us. To cater for  
the interests of a diverse student body the college  
offers a wide range of activities.

An integral part of our social programme is  
the Student Council. Members are elected at  
the beginning of each academic year and meet 
regularly with the Principal to provide feedback  
on all aspects of college life. The council is  
also responsible for the organisation of the two  
main social events at the college: the Christmas  
and Summer Balls. Other opportunities to get  
involved include debating, chess, social and 
competitive sport.

Sports offered include football and basketball.  
We take advantage of many excellent local  
facilities in order to offer a number of  
extracurricular throughout the year.

Extracurricular trips around London and  
overseas provide an excellent opportunity  
for students to broaden their horizons and  
make friends. We regularly visit London’s many 
museums and galleries including the Tate Modern,  
British Museum, Victoria and Albert Museum. 
Further afield recent college trips have  
included Paris, Berlin, Madrid and Barcelona.

The British Museum
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International students
We welcome international students to Chelsea Independent 
College as they bring a diversity of experience that enriches  
our school community.

Moving to another country to study is a big step  
and we understand that you will probably be both 
excited and apprehensive at the prospect of living  
in a new city and making new friends. Our years  
of experience have taught us that international 
students often need additional support adapting to  
a new environment and a different way of studying. 
We provide extra academic and pastoral support  
to our international students and keep in close 
contact with parents and guardians to ensure that 
students are not only successful in their academic 
endeavours but that they enjoy their experience  
of studying and living in the UK. In fact, students  
maintain their close association with us and the 
friends they made long after they have taken  
up their places at university.

39 
different nationalities

Pre-departure
Once you have accepted your offer to study at  
Chelsea Independent College we will send you  
a pre-arrival pack full of essential information and 
advice including what to pack, living in London, 
bringing money into the country and how to survive 
the British weather. We can arrange your airport pick 
up and if you are staying in our boarding house our 
staff will help you settle into your room.

After arrival
On your first day at Chelsea Independent College, 
you will undergo a thorough induction and orientation 
programme. For international students, this includes 
registration with the police and a doctor, guidance 
on using local transport and assistance with opening 
a bank account and making an application for an 
International Student Card. Your chosen subjects  
will be re-confirmed before a course timetable  
is issued the next day. 

Studying at the college
You will be assigned a personal tutor who you will 
meet weekly. Your tutor will help you set academic 
targets for each term, monitor academic progress, 
give advice on how to improve your performance 
and assists with any difficulties you encounter. We 
have an ‘open door’ policy in our staff room, where 
students are able to find and ask subject teachers 
specific questions. 

Non-EU students by region
• Africa 4%
• Americas 5%
• Central Asia 6%
• East Asia 17%
• South East Asia 10%

Nationality mix at Chelsea Independent College

52%  
British

42% 
Non-EU

6%
EU 
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The advantages of a British education
A British education aims to inspire and support you to develop 
your knowledge and skills, to be creative and to ensure you 
achieve your best. 

English is the world’s global language with almost  
1 billion speakers and is an official language of  
more than 70 countries. By studying in the UK 
amongst native speakers you will develop a 
command of the language that will open doors  
for you wherever you go after university.

Recognised around the world as the most  
desirable and rigorous secondary school 
qualifications, GCSEs and A-Levels are UK 
universities’ preferred preparation for higher 
education. As a leading independent sixth  
form college in London we aim for all of our 
students to progress to a university degree.
• 91% of students from UK independent  

schools go on to higher education  
(Independent Schools Council Census 2013).

London – the world’s favourite  
academic destination
Quite simply, London is where more students  
want to study than any other city in the world. 
London is ranked as the number one student  
city in the English speaking world with more  
than 400,000 students currently studying here.

There are 40 higher education institutions in  
London including 22 universities, 18 of which  
feature in the QS World University Rankings  
(four in the top 40), more than any other city  
in the world. Together they offer an incredible 
30,000 degree courses at undergraduate and 
postgraduate level, from accountancy to zoology. 

GCSE – Your first step to  
a university education
These important examinations will determine  
what subjects you are able to study at A-level and 
following that, university. A strong performance  
in your GCSEs will ensure you can choose from  
the full range of subjects at A-level and the most 
selective universities will also require you perform 
well at this level. Assessment is by coursework  
and formal examination.

You will study 5-10 subjects depending  
on the length of your course.

A-level – Internationally recognised, 
academically unmatched
A-levels are the global gold standard of university 
entrance qualifications and as such are accepted  
by institutions around the world. The UK’s elite 
universities prefer students to study A-levels as  
they provide an unmatched depth of knowledge of 
your chosen subjects and if you achieve the highest 
grades at A-level you will be able to choose from 
the very best institutions. Assessment is by 
coursework and formal examination.

International Foundation Year
The International Foundation Year has been 
developed to prepare international (non-UK/EU) 
students for entry to an undergraduate degree. 
During this 3 term programme you will follow  
a subject-specific pathway and study related 
subjects. Once you complete and pass  
the International Foundation Year you are  
guaranteed a place at a leading UK university.

A-Level 
2 years / 18 months / 1 year

Degree 
3 years at university

Masters 
1 year at university

Foundation
3 terms

Pre-GCSE
1-3 terms

 Pre-A-Level
1-3 terms

GCSE
2 years / 1 year

Academic English  
Programme

Medics Programme

Oxbridge Programme

Our Academic English  
and specialist preparation 
programmes are taught 
alongside our A-level 
programmes. They prepare 
you for entry to the most 
respected universities, 
wherever you are from. 

At Chelsea Independent 
College we help 
international students  
with no experience of 
studying in the UK achieve 
outstanding GCSE, A-level 
and Foundation results. 
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GCSE
Chelsea Independent College has a thriving GCSE programme thanks to  
our outstanding teaching, extensive subject choice and excellent results.  
The college building and its peaceful residential setting are ideal for younger 
students together with our holistic approach to developing independent 
learners ready for further study. Our teachers build relationships with their 
students based on trust and respect in a relaxed and yet rigorous environment 
that encourages them to maintain the highest academic and personal standards 

Age  
14+

Length  
One or two years

Dates  
September to June

Hours per week  
30

Subjects  
Art and Design 
Biology 
Business Studies 
Chemistry 
Chinese 
English Language 
English Literature 
French 
Geography 
German 
History 
ICT 
Italian 
Mathematics 
Physics 
Religious Studies 
Russian 
Sports Studies 
Spanish

Tristan Abery 
A*,  A*, A*, A*, A*,A*, A, A

Adil Malik 
A*, A*, A*, A*, A*, A

Sophie Stockwell 
A*, A*, A*, A*, A, A*, A*, A

General Certificate of Secondary Education

One year fast-track programme 
At Chelsea Independent College we 
offer an intensive course of study that 
enables you to study for 5 or 6 GCSEs 
in just one year, half the normal length  
of study.

Two year programme 
You will study compulsory core 
subjects alongside a number of 
optional subjects for a total of  
7-10 GCSEs. An ideal choice for 
exploring subjects you have not 
previously studied.

A wide choice of subjects
In addition to Mathematics and 
English you will be able to choose 
from a wide range of subjects to 
ensure you are well prepared for the 
next stage of your academic career.

Personalised teaching  
and support
With small class sizes, personal 
tutoring from the Head of GCSE  
for all students and a focus on the 
needs of the individual student we  
will keep you on course to maximise 
your academic potential.

A complete education
Study skills sessions, supervised 
independent study periods, Personal 
Social and Health Education, weekly 
sports and activity sessions, examination  
practice and study trips combine to 
give you the skills and experience you 
need to succeed and will help inform 
your future study choices.

Direct progression to A-levels  
or International Foundation*

On successful completion of your 
GCSE studies you will able to progress 
directly onto an A-level or Foundation 
programme at Chelsea Independent 
College to begin your preparations  
for university entry.

Pre-GCSE
If you require further preparation  
before your GCSEs we offer a  
Pre-GCSE programme of intensive 
academic English and study skills with 
taster sessions in Maths and Science.

Fees, term dates & entry requirements 
can be found in the application form.

*international students only

TOP 
STUDENTS
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Age 16+

Length  
2 years, 18 months,  
1 year intensive and  
retake programmes  
also available

Dates  
September or  
January start

Hours per week 20+

Subjects  
Accounting 
Art and Design 
Biology 
Business Studies 
Chemistry 
Chinese 
Computer Science 
Economics 
English Language 
English Literature 
Film Studies 
Fine Art 
French 
Further Mathematics  
Geography 
German 
Government and 
Politics 
History 
History of Art 
ICT 
Italian  
Mathematics 
Media Studies 
Music 
Philosophy 
Photography 
Physics 
Psychology 
Religious Studies 
Russian 
Sociology 
Sports Studies 
Spanish

TOP 
STUDENTS

Tian Jin A*, A*, A*

Qianjun Liu A*, A*, A

Yi Xu A*, A*, A

Phuong Luu A*, A*, A, B

Hoang Nguyen A*, A*, A, B

Yasaman Kashani A*, A*, B, B

Katsiaryna Batura A*, A, B, B

Giang Do A*, A, A, B

Laura Downes A*, A, A

Javid Ghomashi A*, A, A

Faith Ndungwani A*, A, A

Pavel Skalin A*, A, B, B

Diep Dang A*, A, B

Yu Ni  A*, A, B

Viet Le  A*, A, B

Xinwei Wu  A*, A, B

Anh Dinh  A*, B, B

Fares Alaboud  A, A, B, B

Emir Ersoy  A, A, A

Sana Malik  A, A, A

Le Trang Nguyen  A, A, A

My Ha Nguyen  A, A, A

Harry Kyeong-Bo  A, A, B

Matthew Grammatico  A, B, B

Saad Naveed  A, B, B

Helena Phillips  A, B, B

Mark Potter  A, B, B

Ronan Campion  A, B, B

Our students are ambitious, seeking 
entry to leading universities so our 
expectations are always high. We 
never lose sight of the importance  
of examination results but also 
recognize the need for students  
to develop a more holistic approach  
to and appreciation of their subjects. 
To achieve this all tutors are required 
to bring subjects alive with guest 
speakers and regular external  
visits to places of interest related  
to their subjects.

Pre A-level
If you require further preparation 
before your A-levels our Pre A-level 
programme offers intensive academic 
English with taster sessions in your 
chosen or related subjects depending 
on demand.

Fees, term dates & entry requirements 
can be found in the application form.

A-Level
Access the UK’s best universities with  
the complete A-Level education. 

Most students will start with four or five subjects in their first year (AS)  
and then reduce these to a core of three or four subjects in their second year 
(A2). We offer more than 30 subjects at AS level and do not restrict students  
in their choice of subjects. We believe in offering any combination of subjects 
if we feel it will help a student progress to their preferred degree course and  
we have great expertise in advising on the requirements and preferences of 
individual university departments.

Our A-level students will:
• Become strong independent 

learners aware of the demands  
they will face at university

• Receive expert advice in relation  
to UCAS and university application

• Forge solid relationships with tutors 
based on mutual trust and respect

• Form solid friendship bonds within 
the college community

• Participate in a wide range of 
activities both within and outside  
of college

• Achieve their full potential 
• Be successful in their academic 

pursuits and achieve their goals  
at university
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Medics Programme Oxbridge Programme
Chelsea Independent College specialises in 
preparing students who wish to work towards a 
career in the Medical Sciences and, over the years, 
we have established a reputation as experts in 
getting students into medical school. Entry to 
Medical Science degrees is fiercely competitive  
but we offer a number of different courses that 
enable our students to take full advantage of our 
close ties with several internationally respected 
medical institutions in order to maximise their 
chances of entry.

As well as achieving the highest grades you  
must demonstrate through a compelling personal 
statement and at interview, a real understanding  
of the rigors of a career in medicine and the skills 
and attributes you possess that equip you to both 
succeed and excel in this field.

Over 30,000 students apply to Oxford and 
Cambridge every year. The admissions process  
can be daunting and with an average of five 
students competing for every place, there is  
no guarantee of success even for the brightest. 

These elite universities seek the most able and  
best qualified students from every background   
and every part of the world. Admissions decisions 
are based on students’ ability, commitment and  
their potential to achieve. The undergraduate 
degree courses offered by these universities  
are highly academic and are not necessarily 
appropriate for all students as they rely on  
a high degree of self-study.

The success rate of suitably qualified applicants  
is broadly the same regardless of where they are 
from. Interviews for undergraduate places are just 
one part of a very rigorous selection process, where 
academic ability and potential are assessed through 
a range of measures: at least two interviews; aptitude 
tests (in most subjects); written work (in many subjects); 
predicted grades; attained grades; and references.

You will be coached and supported by  
experts in the following:
• BMAT & UKCAT examination preparation
• Interview skills
• Individual interview practice
• Personal statement writing
• Debating medical ethics

You will also receive assistance with
• Selecting the most suitable medical school
• Applications for voluntary work
• Gaining relevant work experience
• Keeping a reflective diary
• Attendance at medical school open days

Our tutors will ensure that every candidate, 
identified as having the potential to succeed  
at this highest academic level, is thoroughly 
mentored to maximise their chances of success.  
All staff involved in this programme are experts  
on Oxbridge preparation and are highly qualified 
subject specialists.

The Oxbridge Preparation  
Programme includes: 
• Oxbridge college analysis, review and selection 
• Guest speakers from Oxbridge universities 
• Annual Oxbridge conference 
• Individual support in writing competitive 

Oxbridge personal statements 
• Preparation for specialist entry tests & STEP 

Mathematics papers 
• Interview skills 
• Individual interview practice



30 31

Why NCUK?
NCUK have been working with international 
students since 1987 and work in partnership with 
their 11 founder Universities to help international 
students achieve a place on a UK degree programme. 
They design pathway programmes that allow you  
to gain the skills and qualifications needed to enter 
a UK University. NCUK are a unique organisation 
because they were founded by 11 leading UK 
universities – which means that they have your  
best interests in mind. Because of this relationship, 
they can guarantee you entry into nearly 3,000 
degree programmes in the UK. You can choose the 
programme and university that are right for you.

NCUK universities
• University of Bradford
• The University of Huddersfield
• University of Leeds
•  Leeds Metropolitan University
•  The University of Liverpool
•  Liverpool John Moores University
•  University of Manchester
•  Manchester Metropolitan University
•  University of Salford
•  University of Sheffield
•  Sheffield Hallam University

NCUK partner universities
• Aston University
• University of Birmingham
• University of Bristol
• University of Kent
• Kingston University, London
• Queen Mary, University of London

Your assurance of quality
All NCUK programmes are created in conjunction 
with their founder universities, and all of them are 
designed to give you the skills you need to get your 
UK studies off to a flying start. NCUK programmes 
are recognised and accepted by the majority of 
universities around the world giving you a globally 
portable qualification.

International Foundation Year 
The NCUK International Foundation Year (IFY)  
is a modular programme that will prepare you for 
first-year entry to undergraduate degree courses. 

Pathways*: Science, Engineering

English for Academic Purposes
All NCUK IFY pathways include a specialist  
English for Academic Purposes (EAP) module 
designed to give you the language ability and  
study skills that will give you a head start on  
your undergraduate degree in the UK.

Guaranteed offer
Upon passing your NCUK programme you  
are guaranteed a place on a suitable degree 
programme at one of the following universities:

Why study the IFY at Chelsea  
Independent College?
We have specialised in preparing students for entry 
into high-ranking universities through the delivery  
of world-class teaching in small classes for 10 years. 
Students studying the IFY at Chelsea Independent 
College will benefit from:
• Maximum class size 12 students
• 21 hours tuition per week plus personal  

tutor session
• Highly qualified and experienced teachers

NCUK International Foundation Year

*Business and Humanities pathways are available at Lansdowne College. Contact us for more information.
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Compulsory modules:
Maths
You will develop your skills and 
abilities in these areas: Logical 
Thinking; Reasoning; Theoretical  
and Applied Mathematics;  
Modelling; Interpreting Results.

Chemistry
Topics covered will include: Atomic 
Structure and Atomic Mass; Chemical 
Bonding; Empirical and Molecular 
Formulae; Oxidation and Reduction; 
Transition Elements; Organic 
Chemistry; Physical Chemistry.

Age  
17+

Length  
3 terms

Dates  
September  
start

Hours per week  
21+ personal  
tutor session

Age  
17+

Length  
3 terms

Dates  
September  
start

Hours per week  
21+ personal  
tutor session

International Foundation Year 
Science
You will study three compulsory modules including English plus  
one optional module during the Science International Foundation Year:

International Foundation Year 
Engineering
You will study four compulsory modules including English during the 
Engineering International Foundation Year:

Degree Programme University
Overall  

EAP  
Requirement

IFY  
Point  

Requirement

IFY  
Grade  

Requirement

BSc (Hons) Biomedical Sciences 
The University  
of Manchester

B 340 AAB

BSc (Hons) Chemistry
The University  

of Sheffield
C 320 ABB 

MPharm (Hons) Pharmacy
Liverpool John 

Moores University
B 300-320

C in Biology 
C in Chemistry

Degree Programme University
Overall  

EAP  
Requirement

IFY  
Point  

Requirement

IFY  
Grade  

Requirement

BEng (Hons) Chemical Engineering
The University  

of Leeds
C 360 AAA

BEng (Hons) Mechanical Engineering
The University  

of Huddersfield
C 300 BBB

BEng (Hons) Aeronautical Engineering
The University  

of Salford
C 260-280

C in Maths 
C in Physics

Sample of progression degrees & requirements Sample of progression degrees & requirements

Compulsory modules:
Maths
You will develop your skills and 
abilities in these areas: Logical 
Thinking; Reasoning; Theoretical  
and Applied Mathematics;  
Modelling; Interpreting Results.

Chemistry
Topics covered will include: Atomic 
Structure and Atomic Mass; Chemical 
Bonding; Empirical and Molecular 
Formulae; Oxidation and Reduction; 
Transition Elements; Organic 
Chemistry; Physical Chemistry.

English for Academic Purposes
This module will help you develop the 
skills required for an undergraduate 
course at a UK university. You will 
develop your academic reading, 
writing, listening and speaking skills 
together with the skills required to 
interpret academic texts and write 
academic assignments.

Optional modules
Physics
Topics covered will include: 
Introduction to Physics; Mechanics; 
Electricity; Vibrations and waves; 
Thermal Physics; Nuclear Physics;  
and Fields.

Or

Biology
Topics covered will include: Structure 
and Function of Biological Molecules; 
Organs, Tissues, Cellular Organisation 
and Cell Structure; Energy from food; 
Plant structure and Photosynthesis; 
Cell Membrane Structure and 
Transport; Interpretation of scientific 
data; Molecular Genetics: DNA 
Replication and Protein Synthesis; 
Cellular reproduction; Physiological 
systems; Homeostasis; and 
Interpretation of scientific data.

Fees, term dates & entry requirements 
can be found in the application form.

Physics
Topics covered will include: 
Introduction to Physics; Mechanics; 
Electricity; Vibrations and waves; 
Thermal Physics; Nuclear Physics;  
and Fields.

English for Academic Purposes
This module will help you develop the 
skills required for an undergraduate 
course at a UK university. You will 
develop your academic reading, 
writing, listening and speaking skills 
together with the skills required to 
interpret academic texts and write 
academic assignments.

Fees, term dates & entry requirements 
can be found in the application form.
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Academic English Programme
A high level of English is required for entry to university in  
the UK. Beyond this, a good grasp of the English language 
enables you to understand more, write better and achieve  
top exam results. It also allows you to enjoy more social  
activities, make friends and understand UK culture.

As an international student attending Chelsea 
Independent College alongside British students,  
we aim to develop your language ability to near 
native levels so that you have the opportunity to 
flourish in both an academic and social context.

You must be able to demonstrate a level of  
English appropriate to your academic programme  
in order to commence your studies. Before you 
begin your chosen academic course, you will  
sit an English language assessment (unless you 
already possess a recognised English language 
qualification at the appropriate level). If you  
require further support and development you  
will be guided to a suitable full-time English 
programme for 1, 2 or 3 terms with us before  
you begin your academic course.

Complement and support your  
academic study
At Chelsea Independent College we believe it’s 
important that you study English alongside your 
academic subjects and not in isolation. Learning  
a language to the standard required by the most 
prestigious universities takes time and cannot be 
rushed. If required, you will receive 5 hours of 
English tuition every week throughout your studies. 
These lessons will also cover revision and exam 
techniques to help you succeed in your IELTS 
examination.

Highly qualified teachers
Throughout the course, you will be taught  
by professional and fully-qualified teachers  
who have extensive experience of teaching  
English to international students and preparing 
them for IELTS examinations.

A complete language programme
In addition to developing language systems 
(vocabulary, grammar and pronunciation) you  
will develop your Academic English in Reading,  
Writing, Speaking and Listening. You will have  
daily homework and sit regular tests to ensure  
you are making progress. You will receive daily 
homework and sit regular tests to assess  
your progress and identify areas for further 
development.

An immersive approach
You will be encouraged to read widely, listen  
to English-speaking media and, of course, speak 
English as much as possible inside and outside the 
class. You will take part in trips, activities and social 
events and there will be visits by guest speakers. 
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Study Abroad
Our Study Abroad programme offers international students  
the opportunity to join our student body for one, two or three 
terms to experience the British education system and culture 
whilst improving their language skills.

Academic Summer School
Think you’d like to be a doctor and would like to know  
more about what skills you need? Fancy being an architect  
but don’t know how to find out the best subjects to study?  
Love to get into the world of Fashion and Design? Want to  
see London’s business and financial centre close up?

Our open, inclusive and supportive atmosphere 
encourages our students to develop on both 
academic and personal levels. The colleges are 
relaxed and friendly and many students comment 
that the atmosphere is more like university  
than school.

Underpinning this is a highly structured learning 
environment. We develop an individual learning 
plan for each student to ensure you achieve your 
potential and make the most of your British  
study experience.

Pre A-level Study Abroad Programme
• Under 16 years on 1st September of  

academic year
• September or January start
• 1, 2 or 3 terms
• Includes: Maths, English and taster sessions

A-level Study Abroad Programme
• 16 years or over on 1st September  

of academic year
• 1, 2 or 3 terms
• September start: 4 subjects,  

plus Academic English Programme
• January start: 3 subjects,  

plus Academic English Programme
• English Language requirement:  

IELTS 5.5 or equivalent

The Academic Summer Courses at Chelsea 
Independent College offer you the opportunity  
to explore your favourite subjects in more depth 
and gain practical experience in your chosen  
career field. At the same time you will improve  
your English and have fun exploring this great  
and most international of cities with other  
students from around the world.

You will be taught in small groups in a relaxed  
and collaborative environment, meet leading 
professionals, take part in interactive workshops  
and seminars and of course visit some of London’s 
incredible cultural and commercial attractions.

Courses include:
• Art & Design: Visit a working art studio  

and take classes in Fine Art, Photography,  
Textiles or Graphics

• Business & Finance: Learn how to trade  
on the stock exchange and compete in  
the class business challenge

• Law, Politics & International Relations: Visit 
London’s highest criminal court: the Old Bailey 
and prosecute or defend in a classroom trial

• Medicine: Visit one of London’s major hospitals 
and learn what is required to win a place at 
medical school in the UK

Students aged 16 or over can join the Pre A-level 
Study Abroad Programme if they do not meet the 
English Language requirement for the A-level  
Study Abroad programme.

Students should check with their current school  
that credit will be given on their return for their 
completed Study Abroad Programme.

Extra-curricular activities
• Sport 
• Art
• Textiles
• Debating
• Critical Thinking 

Accommodation
Our college offers full boarding facilities for students 
aged 14 or over. Accommodation is contemporary 
and luxurious, with 24-hour supervision, Wi-Fi 
throughout the building, fully catered with three 
meals a-day and free washing and drying facilities.

Outstanding level of pastoral care
We take excellent care of our students. We provide 
them with all the information they need to prepare 
for their time with us in London. We’ll tell them what 
clothes to bring, how much money they’ll need and 
even send them maps of the local area.

For more infomation visit www.cic.ac

English language programme
Our English language programme has been 
designed to develop your language ability in  
your chosen subject area. As well as improving  
your key skills (reading, writing, listening and 
speaking) you’ll also develop your vocabulary, 
grammar and pronunciation through interactive 
small group sessions.

Workshops and activities
Your summer course workshops will all be  
related to your chosen theme allowing you  
to use the new language and academic skills  
you have acquired. Our social programme of 
activities and excursions is all about having fun, 
making friends and experiencing life in London.

Pathways to UK universities
All our summer courses include specialist advice  
on how to get into top UK universities. We hold 
individual consultations and group seminars to 
ensure you receive the counselling you need and 
provide you with all relevant information to make 
the best possible choices. 

Accommodation
Our college offers full boarding facilities for students 
aged 14 or over. Accommodation is contemporary 
and luxurious, with 24-hour supervision, Wi-Fi 
throughout the building, fully catered with three 
meals a day and free washing and drying facilities.

For more infomation visit www.cic.ac

• Career Talks
• Cultural Evening Events
• Theatre Visits
• Concert Trips
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Astrum Education is a group of three leading sixth form colleges in central London:
• Chelsea Independent College
• Duff Miller Sixth Form College
• Lansdowne College

The colleges provide private education to 14-18 year old students with structured,  
tailored tuition focused on examinations and entry to top universities. All of the colleges  
achieved strong OFSTED Report ratings and are also ranked within the top quartile  
of all schools in the UK for their value added. (Source: Department for Education)

What next?
Further Information:
We understand what an important decision  
this is and are always here to help. If you require 
further information or would like to discuss your 
individual circumstances please contact us using 
one of the contact methods listed on the back  
of this prospectus or visit our website  
www.cic.ac

Application:
At Chelsea Independent College, we want  
to ensure our students are as passionate about 
education as we are. Therefore our admissions 
process has three elements:

1) Complete an application form and submit  
it together with the required documents, details  
of which can be found in the Application Form.

2) An individual interview with our Principal or  
other senior member of staff, either in person  
or via Skype. This is your opportunity to get to  
know us and to ask any questions you may have 
about our college and courses. We will talk with  
you about your aims and ambitions and help you 
ensure your personal learning plan is tailored to 
achieving them.

3) Any further assessments required. Our aim is  
to ensure you are on the correct study programme 
and we may use further assessments to help us 
understand ‘where you are now’ to enable  
us to help you get to ‘where you want to be’.  
For non-native speakers of English this could  
include English language assessments for example.

Once we have received your application form,  
we will assess your application and send you an 
offer letter via email. We will contact you if we  
need further information before issuing your offer.

If you wish to accept your offer of a place, simply 
complete and return the acceptance form provided 
with your offer letter and pay the non-refundable 
registration fee.

We will keep you updated on the progress of  
your application and inform you of next steps  
to be taken. Support will also be provided for 
students requiring accommodation, transportation 
or student visas.

An application form is enclosed with the prospectus 
or can be found on the college website.



517-523 Fulham Road, London


