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Principal’s welcome
At Duff Miller we strive to create an environment which inspires our  
students and gives them the confidence and enthusiasm to achieve the  
highest possible results. Our tuition is structured for our students, based  
on the demands of their exams and closely tailored to the specific needs  
of the individual. 

Our staff are all graduates and experts in their particular subjects, with many  
holding degrees from the UK’s top universities including Oxford, Cambridge,  
LSE and UCL. They are practised in meeting the exact expectations of the  
different exam boards and many have experience of working as examiners,  
which proves invaluable to our students. They meet the requirements of the  
syllabus and inspire their students with a passion and excitement for their  
subjects which we believe is crucial to education at Duff Miller. 

The traditional values which have been central to Duff Miller’s success  
for more than sixty years are still relevant today as we enable our students  
to become involved, focused and independent learners. The sense of  
community at the college is stronger than ever and no better illustrated  
than by the excellent rapport that exists between all staff and students.

Christopher Kraft BSc, BPS
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Educational approach
Our educational approach is defined by our unique learning  
programme. By taking the time to understand your motivation,  
interests, aptitude and ability, we deliver a tailored learning plan  
to help you achieve your personal academic goals.

How does it work?
The concept of our programme is best  
understood when our teaching methodology  
is explained. First we profile your ability and map 
out a programme of learning. The programme  
takes advantage of areas you are skilled in and  
areas that will benefit from more focus. We will  
also identify your own individual learning style, 
providing you with appropriate learning strategies 
as we work to enable you to think both critically  
and creatively. We deliver exceptional academic 
results using a mix of teaching techniques,  
such as creative reasoning, mind-mapping  
and speed-reading, coupled with bi-weekly  
reviews, assessments and examinations. 

Average class size  
of  7 students.

We offer
• Outstanding teaching that combines the best  

of traditional methods alongside state of the  
art educational practices 

• Small, focused classes with discursive, interactive 
lessons that allow teaching and learning to be 
adaptive and to respond to student performance 

• Clear and challenging objectives in every lesson 
• A dedicated personal tutor for every student
• Academic profiling using Durham University’s 

ALIS/YELLIS performance predictors
• Comprehensive notes for all subjects
• Weekly exam practice with comprehensive  

and constructive feedback
• Cognitive skills training to complement  

academic knowledge
• Unlimited, free, one-to-one support  

at no additional charge*

*subject to students fulfilling the terms of the Student Charter
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David (left) was educated at  
Oxford University and UCL and  
started teaching Mathematics and Further  
Mathematics at Duff Miller in 1985.  
He has been an examiner for nearly  
25 years so understands exactly how  
exam papers and mark schemes work.  
He shares this insight with his students  
and his classrooms are text book free zones!

David Costin

Sakine Koc (right) graduated from the  
London School of Economics (LSE) where  
she studied BSc Sociology on a full scholarship, 
receiving the Hobhouse Memorial Award for  
the Best Sociological Dissertation. As Head of 
Department for both Government and Politics  
and Sociology her teaching philosophy is to  
develop and challenge every student which  
has produced outstanding results.

Sakine Koc

Bill Symes (left) was educated at  
Oxford University and has taught at  
Duff Miller for more than fifteen years  
becoming a mainstay of the English,  
Art History and Philosophy departments.  
Bill combines vast experience with a lifelong  
passion for his subjects and for seeing his  
students achieve their full potential.

Bill Symes

Friendly and approachable, our staff are on  
hand to answer questions or provide guidance  
and reassurance. Our staff room has an open-door  
policy and it is not unusual to find teachers and 
students continuing classroom discussions  
outside lessons.

Highly qualified and 
experienced staff, over 
50% of whom hold  
a degree from a top  
10 university.

A system of personal tutelage ensures that  
the students are always held accountable for  
their work and behaviour. Specifically, personal  
tutors are assigned a number of students drawn  
from their own teaching groups, and take special 
responsibility for their progress and welfare throughout  
their time at the college. This relationship gives the 
opportunity to provide advice and support in both 
academic and pastoral matters whenever they  
are required.

Teaching
Every day the staff at Duff Miller seek to inspire our students through  
their excellent subject knowledge and enthusiasm for learning. Combined 
with meticulous exam preparation our teachers ensure Duff Miller students 
make exceptional progress and achieve their academic goals.

OFSTED Inspection Report
“The quality of teaching and assessment is 
outstanding overall…High expectations of  
students in terms of the quality of their work,  
and of their independence in personal study, 
prepare them well for the demands of university. 
Lessons are structured clearly and based on 
appropriate learning objectives. [Teachers] 
constantly assess the level of understanding  
of each student and ask probing questions  
to extend their thinking and responses.  
Students say they particularly enjoy the 
opportunities they are given in many  
lessons to express their views and  
learn from each other.”

Heads of Department  
have been at Duff Miller 
for an average of 11 years. 
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Earning a place at a top university
Duff Miller has been placing students on the most competitive  
degree courses at the most sought after universities since 1952.

Gaining entry to a top university means more  
than just proven academic ability in the form  
of excellent grades at A-level. You have to stand  
out from the crowd, demonstrating great personal 
maturity, a genuine interest in the subject you wish 
to read and potential for the future. A Duff Miller 
education prepares you for both success in your 
studies and entry into the degree course that’s  
right for you.

Using a blend of specialist programmes,  
exceptional teaching and one-to-one UCAS  
advisory sessions, we put you in the best  
position for entry into your desired university.

100+ 
students placed on  
medical and dental degrees 
in the past 5 years.

Guidance and support for UCAS preparation
We have a proven track record of helping our 
students gain entry to the most sought after degree 
programmes. Our tutors give outstanding advice 
and support on the complex process of making  
a successful UCAS application. 

Your UCAS application needs to evidence:
• Exceptional results and predictions
• A clear, convincing and relevant  

Personal Statement
• A long-standing and profound  

interest in your chosen subject
• Relevant experience in non-academic  

activities in the workplace and community
• Positive and expertly written references

A selection of recent university  
destinations and students placed:
• University College London 31
• King’s College London 26
• Queen Mary, University of London 22
• University of Manchester 19
• University of Nottingham 19
• University of Exeter 16
• University of Sussex 12
• University of Warwick 11
• University of Bristol 10
• Cardiff University 10
• Royal Holloway, University of London 9
• University of Birmingham 9
• Imperial College of Science,  

Technology and Medicine 8
• London School of Economics  

and Political Science 7
• Newcastle University 7
• University of Southampton 7
• University of Leicester 6
• University of East Anglia 6
• University of Sheffield 6
• School of Oriental and African Studies 6
• University of Edinburgh 5
• University of Cambridge 4
• Durham University 4
• University of Bath 4
• University of York 4
• University of Oxford 3
• Lancaster University 2
• Massachusetts Institute 

of Technology 1
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London
Ranked as the number one student city in the English speaking  
world, there are more than 400,000 students currently studying here.

There are 40 higher education institutions in London including  
22 universities, 18 of which feature in the QS World University Rankings  
(four in the top 40), more than any other city in the world. Together they  
offer an incredible 30,000 degree courses at undergraduate and  
postgraduate level, from Accountancy to Zoology.
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South Kensington
Regarded by many as the most  
prestigious address in London,  
South Kensington provides a safe  
and inspiring environment for our  
students and is home to some of the  
UK’s most famous museums and  
academic institutions.

The imposing college building located on Queen’s Gate, 
opposite Imperial College London and the Natural History 
Museum, is only a five minute walk from South Kensington 
underground station. This area of central London is the  
cultural heartland of the capital having been established  
as such by Queen Victoria’s husband Prince Albert in 1851. 

There are many excellent cafes and restaurants nearby and 
Piccadilly Circus, Oxford Street, Trafalgar Square and the 
Houses of Parliament can be reached within 15 minutes  
being only four stops away on the underground.

Exhibition Road
Just a five minute walk from Duff Miller is Exhibition Road,  
the ultimate destination for anyone with a thirst for discovery  
or creativity. Here, the world’s leading arts, cultural, scientific 
and academic organisations come together to deliver vibrant 
programmes that challenge and surprise to millions of visitors 
every year.

Nearest tube stations
• Gloucester Road, 400 metres
• South Kensington, 500 metres

Places to visit on Exhibition Road
• Natural History Museum
• Imperial College London
• Royal Albert Hall 
• Royal College of Art
• Royal College of Music
• Royal Geographical Society
• Science Museum
• Victoria and Albert Museum
• Kensington Palace
• The Royal Parks
• Austrian Cultural Forum London
• Institut Français
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Extracurricular 
A programme of activities takes place throughout the year.  
These include subject-related excursions such as a psychology  
field trip to the Zoology Department at London Zoo.

Drama students are taken on outings to  
both West End shows and fringe productions.  
They are also given a chance to put on their  
own productions over the course of the year  
and to perform at a theatre. The Duff Miller 
Debating Club is very popular as it helps  
students develop public speaking skills that  
are vital when preparing for presentations  
and interviews.

There is also a range of leisure and holiday  
activities that occur under the supervision  
of staff, including a ski trip in the winter and  
a lower-sixth activities weekend after the  
AS-level exams in the summer. Usually taking  
place in rural Wales, the weekend includes  
quad biking, rafting, archery, orienteering  
and abseiling. 

We recognise the importance of sport, as habits 
formed during adolescence are crucial to a healthy 
lifestyle in adulthood. Sporting activity can also  
have a beneficial effect on focus and productivity 
within the classroom, making it a potentially 
significant element of a student’s day-to-day life. 
There is a college football team that plays regular 
fixtures and all A-level students are able to take 
advantage of free use of local university sports 
facilities including a swimming pool, squash and  
basketball courts, fitness centre and climbing wall

As in all aspects of college life, input from the 
students about which sports or activities they  
would like to have the opportunity to pursue  
will be taken into consideration by the staff.

The highlight of the social calendar is undoubtedly 
the black-tie Summer Ball. This annual event held  
at the conclusion of the summer exams is an 
opportunity for staff and students to celebrate 
together. It is organised by the students, for  
the students and provides a fitting send off  
to our graduates.
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International students
We welcome international students to Duff Miller as they bring  
a diversity of experience that enriches our school community.

Moving to another country to study is a big step  
and we understand that you will probably be both 
excited and apprehensive at the prospect of living  
in a new city and making new friends. Our years  
of experience have taught us that international 
students often need extra support adapting to  
a new environment and a different way of studying. 
We provide extra academic and pastoral support to 
our international students and keep in close contact 
with parents and guardians to ensure that students 
are not only successful in their academic studies  
but that they enjoy their experience of studying  
and living in the UK. In fact, students maintain  
their close association with us and the friends  
they made long after they have taken up their 
places at university.

25 
different nationalities.

Pre-departure
Once you have accepted your offer to study at  
Duff Miller we will send you a pre-arrival pack full  
of essential information and advice including what 
to pack, living in London, bringing money into the 
country and how to survive the British weather.  
We can arrange your airport pick up and if you  
are staying in our boarding house our staff will  
help you settle into your room.

After arrival
On your first day at Duff Miller, you will undergo  
a thorough induction and orientation programme. 
For international students, this includes registration 
with the police and a doctor, guidance on using 
local transport and assistance with opening  
a bank account and making an application  
for an International Student Card. Your chosen  
subjects will be re-confirmed before a course 
timetable is issued the next day. 

Studying at the college
You will be assigned a personal tutor who you will 
meet weekly. Your tutor will help you set academic 
targets for each term, monitor academic progress, 
give advice on how to improve your performance 
and assists with any difficulties you encounter. We 
have an ‘open door’ policy in our staff room, where 
students are able to find and ask subject teachers 
specific questions. 

Non-EU students by region
• Africa 1%
• Americas 1%
• Central Asia 2%
• East Asia 3%
• South East Asia 1%
• Middle East 2%

Nationality mix at Duff Miller

86%  
British

10% 
Non-EU

4%
EU 
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A-Level 
18 months

A-Level 
2 years

A-Level 
1 year

GCSE

Degree 
3+ years at university

Masters 
1 year at university

Academic English  
Programme

Preparation for Medical 
Science degrees

Oxbridge Programme

At Duff Miller we pride ourselves on our ability to help international students with no experience of  
studying in the UK achieve outstanding A-level results. We welcome applications from students with  
an education equivalent to GCSE.

The British secondary education system

Our Academic English  
and specialist preparation 
programmes are taught 
alongside our A-level 
programmes. They prepare 
you for entry to the most 
respected universities, 
wherever you are from. 

The advantages of a British education
A British education aims to inspire and support you to develop  
your knowledge and skills, to be creative and to ensure you achieve  
your best. 

English is the world’s global language with almost  
1 billion speakers and is an official language of more 
than 70 countries. By studying in the UK amongst 
native speakers you will develop a command of the 
language that will open doors for you wherever  
you go after university.

Recognised around the world as the most  
desirable and rigorous secondary school 
qualifications, GCSEs and A-Levels are UK 
universities’ preferred preparation for  
higher education.

Four of the world’s  
top six universities  
are in the UK.*

London – the world’s favourite  
academic destination
Quite simply, London is where more students  
want to study than any other city in the world. 
London is ranked as the number one student  
city in the English speaking world with more  
than 400,000 students currently studying here.

There are 40 higher education institutions in  
London including 22 universities, 18 of which  
feature in the QS World University Rankings  
(four in the top 40), more than any other city  
in the world. Together they offer an incredible 
30,000 degree courses at undergraduate and 
postgraduate level, from accountancy to zoology. 

A-levels – Internationally recognised, 
academically unmatched
A-levels are the global gold standard of university 
entrance qualifications and as such are accepted  
by institutions around the world. The UK’s elite 
universities prefer students to study A-levels as  
they provide an unmatched depth of knowledge  
of your chosen subjects and if you achieve the 
highest grades at A-level you will be able to  
choose from the very best institutions. Assessment  
is by coursework and formal examination. As the 
leading independent sixth form college in London 
we aim for all of our students to progress to  
a university degree.

In the first year you will study four AS Levels  
(the first half of a full A-level), in the second year  
you will study three or four A2 Levels (the second 
half of a full A-level)*

*From September 2015 the UK Government  
plans to reform A-level education with all students 
studying subjects continuously for two years with 
exams only at the end of the second year.

91% 
of students from UK 
independent schools go  
on to higher education.**

*World Rankings, QS
** Independent Schools Council Census 2013
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A-Levels
Your passport to an elite University education. 
Duff Miller is the perfect place for students to  
undertake both years of their sixth-form career.

Age 16+

Length  
2 years, 18 months, 
1 year intensive and  
retake programmes  
also available

Dates  
September or  
January start

Hours per week 20+

Subjects  
Accounts 
Archaeology 
Ancient history   
Art 
Biology 
Biology (human) 
Business Studies 
Chemistry 
Chinese 
Classical Civilisation 
Computer Science 
Critical Thinking 
Economics 
English Language 
English Literature 
Film Studies 
Frech 
Geography 
Geology 
German 
Greek (Classical) 
Government and Politics 
History 
History of Art 
ICT 
Italian 
Latin 
Law 
Mathematics 
Mathematics (Further) 
Media Studies 
Music 
Philosophy 
Photography 
Physics 
Psychology 
Religious Studies 
Sociology 
Spanish 
Statistics 
Textiles (Art & Design) 
Theatre Studies

TOP 
STUDENTS

Joana Ribeiro  A*A*A*A*AB 

Maurice Zard  A*A*AAA 

Beatrice Thomas  A*A*AA 

Rebecca Fisher  A*A*AB 

Carolina Ferreira  A*A*A 

Veronika Milke  A*A*A 

Sam Wilkins  A*A*A 

Vishal Tulsiani  A*A* BB 

Lucy Hogarth  A*AAAA 

Hershil Lakhani  A*AAA 

Ealaff Shakweh  A*AAA 

Sheza Khan  A*AAB 

Hannah Taylor  A*AAB 

Sachin Duggal  A*AA 

Holly Hill  A*AA 

Holly Killen  A*AA 

Daniel Mosley  A*AA 

Ben McArdle  A*ABB 

Alex Scrimgeour  A*ABB 

Andrew Moore  A*AB 

Katayoun Motlagh  A*AB 

Akshar Patel  A*AB 

Danae Vassiliades A*AB 

Alexandra Woodman A*AB 

Anna Clinton AAAA 

Natacha Ferreira AAAB 

Jack Williams AAAB

Daisy-Ann Afrifa AAAC

Maanal Akhaney AAA

Ella Barnard AAA

The majority of our students take four AS Levels and continue with three of their 
chosen subjects to A2 Level. We offer our students the flexibility to tailor their 
learning to suit their individual interests and ambitions, including the opportunity 
to combine Arts and Science subjects if they are unsure which degree or career 
path they are going to pursue. A-level retake courses are also available for 
students dedicated to achieving the best possible university placement.

Outstanding teaching
Teaching is of primary importance  
at Duff Miller and all of our teachers 
hold at least a first degree in their 
subject. We are proud of our 
‘Outstanding’ OFSTED report,  
which is your guarantee of a  
first-class learning experience. 

Small classes
Classes at Duff Miller are kept  
small and students are encouraged  
to fully engage with their teachers  
and their subject through an inclusive 
classroom dynamic, increasing 
opportunities for discussion.

The best university guidance 
and application support
Your UCAS application will be 
supported by a team of experts in 
degree selection, personal statement 
writing and interview preparation, all 
with years of experience of placing 
students at elite universities.

The widest subject choice
With more than 30 subjects and 
timetables designed to maximise 
student choice, you can study the 
subjects that you want in any 
combination.

Specialist preparation  
for the most competitive  
degree programmes
Entry to Oxbridge, Medicine or 
Dentistry is increasingly competitive, 
but our bespoke preparation 
programmes will give you the edge 
you need to help you stand out.

Intensive one year  
and retake courses
Designed only for the most committed 
students, these courses will help you 
achieve your best possible grades  
in only a short time with concise  
notes and weekly exam preparation 
with constructive feedback using  
Chief Examiners’ reports to  
drive improvement.

Fees, term dates & entry requirements 
can be found in the application form.
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Preparation for  
Medical Science degrees

Oxbridge 
Programme

Duff Miller specialises in preparing students  
who wish to work towards a career in the Medical 
Sciences and, over the years, we have established  
a reputation as experts in getting students into 
medical school. Entry to Medical Science degrees  
is fiercely competitive but we offer a number  
of different courses that enable our students to  
take full advantage of our close ties with several 
internationally respected medical institutions,  
in order to maximise their chances of entry.

As well as achieving the highest possible  
grades,  you must demonstrate through a 
compelling personal statement and at interview,  
a real understanding of the rigors of a career  
in medicine and the skills and attributes you  
possess that equip you to both succeed and  
excel in this field.

Over 30,000 students apply to Oxford and 
Cambridge every year. The admissions process  
can be daunting and with an average of five 
students competing for every place, there is  
no guarantee of success even for the brightest. 

These elite universities seek the most able and  
best qualified students from every background  
and every part of the world. Admissions decisions 
are based on students’ ability, commitment and  
their potential to achieve. The undergraduate 
degree courses offered by these universities  
are highly academic and are not necessarily 
appropriate for all students as they rely on  
a high degree of self-study.

The success rate of suitably qualified applicants  
is broadly the same regardless of where they are 
from. Interviews for undergraduate places are just 
one part of a very rigorous selection process, where 
academic ability and potential are assessed through 
a range of measures: at least two interviews; 
aptitude tests (in most subjects); written work  
(in many subjects); predicted grades; attained 
grades; and references.

In addition to attending our own medical speaker 
evenings where you will have the opportunity to 
hear from top practitioners in the medical field, 
including admissions officers, practising dentists  
and medics, and former Duff Miller medical 
students, you will be coached and supported  
by experts in the following:
• BMAT & UKCAT examination preparation
• Interview skills
• Individual interview practice
• Personal statement writing
• Debating medical ethics
• First Aid training

You will also receive assistance with
• Selecting the most suitable medical school
• Applications for voluntary work
• Gaining relevant work experience
• Attendance at medical school open days

Our tutors will ensure that every candidate, 
identified as having the potential to succeed  
at this highest academic level, is thoroughly 
mentored to maximise their chances of success.  
All staff involved in this programme are experts  
on Oxbridge preparation and are highly qualified 
subject specialists.

The Oxbridge Preparation  
Programme includes: 
• Oxbridge college analysis, review and selection 
• Guest speakers from Oxbridge universities 
• Annual Oxbridge conference 
• Individual support in writing competitive 

Oxbridge personal statements 
• Preparation for specialist entry tests & STEP 

Mathematics papers 
• Interview skills 
• Individual interview practice
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Academic English Programme
A high level of English is required for entry to university in the UK.  
Beyond this, a good grasp of the English language enables you to understand 
more, write better and achieve top exam results. It also allows you to enjoy 
more social activities, make friends and understand UK culture.

As an international student attending Duff Miller 
alongside British students, we aim to develop  
your language ability to near native levels so that 
you have the opportunity to flourish in both an 
academic and social context.

You must be able to demonstrate a level of  
English appropriate to your academic programme  
in order to commence your studies. Before you 
begin your chosen academic course, you will  
sit an English language assessment (unless you 
already possess a recognised English language 
qualification at the appropriate level).

Complement and support  
your academic study
At Duff Miller we believe it’s important that you 
study English alongside your academic subjects  
and not in isolation. Learning a language to  
the standard required by the most prestigious 
universities takes time and cannot be rushed.  
If required, you will receive 4 hours of English  
tuition every week throughout your GCSE or  
A-level studies. These lessons will also cover  
revision and exam techniques to help you  
succeed in your IELTS examination.

Highly qualified teachers
Throughout the course, you will be taught  
by professional and fully-qualified teachers  
who have extensive experience of teaching  
English to international students and preparing 
them for IELTS examinations.

A complete language programme
In addition to developing language systems 
(vocabulary, grammar and pronunciation) you  
will develop your Academic English in Reading,  
Writing, Speaking and Listening. You will receive 
daily homework and sit regular tests to assess  
your progress and identify areas for further 
development.

An immersive approach
You will be encouraged to read widely, listen  
to English-speaking media and, of course, speak 
English as much as possible inside and outside the 
class. You will take part in trips, activities and social 
events and there will be visits by guest speakers. 
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What next?
Further Information:
We understand what an important decision  
this is and are always here to help. If you require 
further information or would like to discuss your 
individual circumstances please contact us using 
one of the contact methods listed on the back  
of this prospectus or visit our website  
www.duffmiller.com

Application:
At Duff Miller, we want to ensure our students  
are as passionate about education as we are. 
Therefore our admissions process has  
three elements:

1) Complete an application form and submit  
it together with the required documents, details  
of which can be found in the Application Form.

2) An individual interview with our Principal or  
other senior member of staff, either in person  
or via Skype. This is your opportunity to get to  
know us and to ask any questions you may have 
about our college and courses. We will talk with  
you about your aims and ambitions and help you 
ensure your personal learning plan is tailored to 
achieving them.

Astrum Education is a group of three leading sixth form colleges in central London:
• Chelsea Independent College
• Duff Miller Sixth Form College
• Lansdowne College

The colleges provide private education to 14-18 year old students with structured,  
tailored tuition focused on examinations and entry to top universities. All of the colleges  
achieved strong OFSTED Report ratings and are also ranked within the top quartile  
of all schools in the UK for their value added. (Source: Department for Education)

www.astrumeducation.com

3) Any further assessments required. Our aim is  
to ensure you are on the correct study programme 
and we may use further assessments to help us 
understand ‘where you are now’ to enable  
us to help you get to ‘where you want to be’.  
For non-native speakers of English this could  
include English language assessments for example.

Once we have received your application form,  
we will assess your application and send you an 
offer letter via email. We will contact you if we  
need further information before issuing your offer.

If you wish to accept your offer of a place, simply 
complete and return the acceptance form provided 
with your offer letter and pay the non-refundable 
registration fee.

We will keep you updated on the progress of  
your application and inform you of next steps  
to be taken. Support will also be provided for 
students requiring accommodation, transportation 
or student visas.

An application form is enclosed with the prospectus 
or can be found on the college website.
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