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Acting Principal’s welcome
At Lansdowne College we pride ourselves on being one of the best colleges in 
London. We are renowned for the welcoming, supportive and structured atmosphere 
provided by our staff for our students. 

We believe that the students relish and respond to being treated as young adults, 
thriving on the mixture of expert tuition, hard work and pastoral care they experience 
and enjoy. They benefit from an environment that, whilst maintaining academic rigour 
and discipline, provides a relaxed and friendly atmosphere. With our clear guidelines  
of conduct based on mutual respect between teachers and students, we find many  
of the rules found in traditional schools are unnecessary.

Students’ progress is guided and monitored at every step, through one-to-one sessions 
with a personal tutor, weekly examination practice and a monthly reporting system. 

We are delighted to announce the appointment of Mr Mark Love as Principal Elect who 
will be taking up his post in September 2014. Mark is a passionate and experienced 
educator and Principal and I know he is excited to be joining us and is looking forward 
to meeting all of the students.

Our students enjoy the vibrant and stimulating environment here at Lansdowne.  
We hope to welcome you to our college and to have the opportunity to help you 
exceed your expectations.

Severine Collins BA, MA, PGCE
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Educational approach

Our educational approach is defined by our unique learning  
programme. By taking the time to understand your motivation,  
interests, aptitude and ability, we deliver a tailored learning plan  
to help you achieve your personal academic goals.

How does it work?
The concept of our programme is best  
understood when our teaching methodology  
is explained. First we profile your ability and map 
out a programme of learning. The programme  
takes advantage of areas you are skilled in and  
areas that will benefit from more focus. We will  
also identify your own individual learning style, 
providing you with appropriate learning strategies 
as we work to enable you to think both critically  
and creatively. We deliver exceptional academic 
results using a mix of teaching techniques, such  
as creative reasoning, mind-mapping and  
speed-reading, coupled with bi-weekly  
reviews, assessments and examinations. 

“Lansdowne College 
provides an outstanding  
quality of education for  
its students.” – OFSTED

We offer
• Outstanding teaching that combines the best  

of traditional methods alongside state of the art 
educational practices 

• Small, focused classes with discursive, interactive 
lessons that allow teaching and learning to be 
adaptive and to respond to student performance 

• Clear and challenging objectives in every lesson 
• A dedicated personal tutor for every student
• Academic profiling using Durham University’s 

ALIS/YELLIS performance predictors
• Comprehensive notes for all subjects
• Weekly exam practice with comprehensive  

and constructive feedback
• Cognitive skills training to complement  

academic knowledge
• Unlimited, free, one-to-one support  

at no additional charge*

*subject to students fulfilling the terms of the Student Charter
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Richard (left) has an MA in History from 
Cambridge University and a PhD and a  
PGCHE from Royal Holloway, where he  
taught Imperial History to second year  
undergraduates. His doctoral thesis was 
published by Routledge in 2005, and he 
continues to actively contribute to a number  
of professional journals. Richard is an elected 
Fellow of the Royal Asiatic Society, a member  
of the London Library, and a long-standing  
A Level examiner for Edexcel.

Dr Richard Mcmillan, 
History, Government & Politics

Peter (right) has a BA in Mathematics and a 
PGCE from Oxford University, and taught at the 
International School of Milan before returning  
to the UK where he helped establish a centre 
specialising in Further Mathematics tuition  
in West London. Peter teaches all options  
in the A Level Mathematics syllabi and has  
a particular interest in vector geometry.

Peter Rapps,  
Mathematics 

Tim (left) has a first class degree in English  
and was awarded a distinction in his MA in  
Area Studies, both from King’s College London. 
He began teaching whilst at King’s, lecturing 
visiting undergraduates from Penn State 
University in America. He also has a PGCE. 
Tim’s passion for his subjects is passed on to 
students and supported by detailed knowledge 
of examination assessment criteria gained 
through his work as an examiner. 

Tim Maher, 
English Literature, Film Studies

Our college therefore provides an energetic  
and challenging environment where students  
are expected to fulfil and usually exceed their  
own expectations, based on a rediscovery of  
the power and joy of learning. Our students  
can expect teaching of a uniformly high quality 
which equips them with the self-confidence, 
knowledge and skills to succeed.

Highly qualified and 
experienced staff, over 
50% of whom hold a 
degree from a Russell 
Group university.

Learning at Lansdowne takes many different  
forms. One great advantage of studying with us  
is not only the number of different subjects that  
are offered at both A Level and GCSE, but also  
the differing length of courses and how they can  
be studied. Each student is treated as an individual 
and can have a tailor-made course of study devised 
for them. At Lansdowne, we pride ourselves on 
having an extremely flexible timetable which can 
accommodate the learning journeys of all our 
students and this timetabling system allows  
any combination of subjects to be studied.

Teaching

At Lansdowne we recognise that in order for each of our students  
to realise their academic potential, they require inspiring, challenging  
and expert tuition, delivered by passionate and experienced tutors in 
small, collaborative and engaging classes. It is this combination that 
enables our students to excel and makes us the outstanding college  
we are recognised to be.

The infectious enthusiasm of our staff  
shows students that learning matters and  
that education is exciting, challenging and 
rewarding. Although teachers set targets which  
are realistic and challenging, students feel that 
tutors are on their side, so that targets feel less  
like an imposition and more an opportunity  
for development on the road to success.  
Our philosophy of teaching is to light  
a fire in students which they will carry  
for the rest of their lives.

Lansdowne’s staff are highly experienced  
specialists in the A Level and GCSE subjects they 
teach – many hold post-graduate qualifications  
and are experienced examiners. Our teachers are 
committed and passionate, impart a keen interest  
in their subject, and have an in depth understanding 
of the strategies and techniques students need to 
employ to achieve success. Our staff are expert at 
maximising students’ strengths, and diagnosing  
and overcoming students’ weaknesses. All staff  
have a consistent record of achieving excellent 
examination grades with the students that  
they teach.

Average class size  
of 7 students.
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Earning a place at a top university

Lansdowne College has been placing students on the most competitive 
degree courses at the most sought after universities since 1976.

Gaining entry to a top university means more  
than just proven academic ability in the form  
of excellent grades at A-level. You have to stand  
out from the crowd, demonstrating great personal 
maturity, a genuine interest in the subject you wish 
to read and potential for the future. A Lansdowne 
College education prepares you for both success  
in your studies and entry into the degree course 
that’s right for you.

Using a blend of specialist programmes,  
exceptional teaching and one-to-one UCAS  
advisory sessions, we put you in the best  
position for entry into your desired university.

Guidance and support for UCAS preparation
We have a proven track record of helping our 
students gain admission to the most sought after 
degree programmes. Our tutors give outstanding 
advice and support on the complex process of 
making a successful UCAS application. 

Your UCAS application needs to evidence:
• Exceptional results and predictions
• A clear, convincing and relevant  

Personal Statement
• A long-standing and profound  

interest in your chosen subject
• Relevant experience in non-academic  

activities in the workplace and community
• Positive and expertly written references

A selection of recent university  
destinations and students placed:
• University of Nottingham 17
• King’s College London 15
• University of Sussex 12
• University of Manchester 11
• University of Leeds 10
• Royal Holloway, University of London 9
• University of Birmingham 9
• Queen Mary, University of London 9
• University of Exeter 8
• University of Kent 8
• University of East Anglia 8
• University of Southampton 7
• University College London 7
• University of Bristol 7
• University of Warwick 6
• University of Leicester 5
• Durham University 5
• University of Reading 5
• Newcastle University 4
• University of York 4
• University of Sheffield 4
• Cardiff University 3
• University of Oxford 2
• University of Bath 2
• Lancaster University 2
• School of Oriental and African Studies 2
• University of Cambridge 1
• University of Edinburgh 1
• Imperial College of Science,  

Technology and Medicine 1



Ranked as the number one student city in the English speaking  
world, there are more than 400,000 students currently studying here.

There are 40 higher education institutions in London including  
22 universities, 18 of which feature in the QS World University Rankings 
(four in the top 40), more than any other city in the world. Together they 
offer an incredible 30,000 degree courses at undergraduate and 
postgraduate level, from Accountancy to Zoology. 

London
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Kensington Gardens

Westminster Abbey

Buckingham Palace

Oxford Street

King’s College London

Big Ben

London Eye

St Paul’s Cathedral

Tower of London

Hyde Park

Trafalgar Square

University College London

Sloane Square

London School of Economics

Covent Garden

1

CHELSEA

KENSINGTON WESTMINSTER
KNIGHTSBRIDGE

Bayswater and Notting Hill

Bordering Kensington Gardens and Hyde 
Park, Bayswater and Notting Hill have a 
village feel and yet are only minutes from 
the sights and sounds of Westminster.

Together they offer a diverse range of cultures and  
cuisines, more varied than any other area of central  
London. The tree-lined streets lend a welcoming and  
homely quality unique to this corner of the city.

Hyde Park
Less than 200m away is green and leafy Hyde Park:  
a luxurious haven of quiet and relaxation in the centre  
of the city. Hyde Park provides visitors with an escape  
from the urban buzz and ensures that residents and  
visitors alike can think calmly and breathe cleanly.

Transport
Our location means that we have a huge number of  
transport links connecting us to the whole of London.
• Tube stations: Queensway (250m), Bayswater (350m)
• Buses: 390, 148, 52, 70

Places to Visit near by
• Kensington Palace
• Serpentine Gallery
• Oxford Street
• St. Sophia’s Cathedral

1000 metres

Lansdowne
College

BAYSWATER ROADNOTTING HILL GATE

KEN. HIGH ST KENSINGTON RD

Queensway

Bayswater

Heathrow Express

Notting 
Hill

PEM
BRIDGE ROAD

WESTBOURNE GR. BISHOP’S BRIDGE RDQUEENS W
AY

KENSINGTON CHRUCH  ST

KENS. PALACE GARDENS

Kensington
Gardens

Hyde
Park

Royal Albert Hall

Portobello

Harrods

MOSCOW ROAD

SUSSEX GARDENS

PRAED ST

PADDINGTON
STATION

BARK PLACE

ST PETERSB. PLACE

PALACE COURT

NOTTING 
HILL

BAYSWATER

Bark Place

Notting Hill

Royal Albert Hall

The Natural History Museum Holland Park 

• Portobello Market
• The Albert Hall
• Holland Park
• Marble Arch

Marble Arch
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The Arts at Lansdowne

Lansdowne’s results in Art have been consistently excellent and we  
have helped students gain entry to some of the most prestigious art  
schools in the UK and overseas. 

Classes are small, lively and relaxed, allowing 
students to exchange ideas with their tutors  
and fellow students, and gain the benefits of 
intensive one-on-one tuition, constructive criticism 
and advice. Unusually for an independent college in 
central London, Lansdowne boasts a 200-seater hall 
used for theatre productions and other arts events.

London is home to some of the world’s greatest 
museums, galleries and collections but there is 
inspiration around every corner in this exhilarating 
city. Whether you are interested in drawing, 
painting, photography, music or the theatre  
you will find a multitude of opportunities to  
be creative and develop your talent.

Art and Photography Exhibition
Every June the college’s hall is transformed  
into an art show that presents the creativity  
and hard work of students in the Art, Graphics  
and Photography departments. The diversity  
and originality of the work is extraordinary and  
the exhibition is well-attended by students,  
parents and members of staff.

It is frequently remarked that the work on show  
is of an exceptionally high standard, showing  
the sophistication of students’ responses to  
the challenging and exciting visual culture they  
are growing up in – as well as their committed, 
enthusiastic engagement with the visual arts  
and the creative opportunities of their courses  
at Lansdowne.

Theatre Productions
A year of hard work comes to fruition in the summer 
when the Theatre and Drama students present their 
work at the Lansdowne Theatre Evening. The event 
makes creative use of our well-equipped hall to 
produce an evening of outstanding drama. The 
event, one of the highlights of the college year,  
is always well-attended by the parents and families 
of the performers, members of staff and fellow 
students. Year after year, the creativity of the work is 
astounding and the way drama builds teamwork and 
self-confidence among GCSE and A-level students 
regularly impresses members of the audience.

Recent productions have included a powerful 
exploration of the effects of violence on young lives, 
and an extraordinary adaptation of the Roald Dahl 
story, A Fine Son, which ingeniously combined film 
footage, lighting and sound effects.

Facilities at Lansdowne include
• Large, well-lit, well-equipped studio
• Mac studio
• Dark room
• Theatre space
• Staging
• Full lighting rig
• Mixing desk
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Extracurricular 

At Lansdowne we believe it is important to achieve a balance  
between work and play.

Alongside academic study, there are a variety  
of much-anticipated social events, such as the 
Summer Ball, Student Council, societies, clubs, 
activity programmes, ski trips, Duke of Edinburgh 
schemes and a wide range of sports available. It is 
this breadth of the education we offer at Lansdowne 
that produces the rounded, confident individuals 
that our students are renowned for being.

Excursions
Excursions augment and enhance subject  
tuition, raising students’ cultural and scientific 
awareness as well as their understanding of the  
city and country in which they study.

Typical local destinations for outings might include 
the National Gallery, the Museum of London,  
the Natural History Museum, the Tate Modern,  
the Imperial War Museum, the Tower of London,  
the Science Museum and The Globe Theatre.

These visits will occasionally be interspersed  
with recreational excursions and activities, such  
as field trips throughout the UK and overseas, 
ten-pin bowling, ice-skating, rock-climbing,  
kick-boxing, treasure hunts in London or a  
visit to the BBC building.

Sports
Sport is an integral part of Lansdowne College  
life and contributes significantly to the holistic 
environment that we offer. Students participate  
in a range of team and individual sports which  
aids their personal development during their  
time with us.

The most popular sports include football,  
netball and table tennis, but the students are  
also encouraged to try new activities to broaden 
their horizons with such options as street dance, 
boxercise and rock climbing. 

Clubs
Lansdowne staff members run student clubs  
in Debating, Film Appreciation, Photography, 
Computing and Games as well as the  
Duke of Edinburgh Award.

Debating Society involves teams exploring and 
presenting conflicting viewpoints on historical and 
contemporary moral, philosophical and political 
issues: for example, the legitimacy of the ‘War  
on Terror’ or medical ethics and biotechnology.

Film Appreciation tends to be based around a time 
period, genre, theme or country: for example, the 
1930’s, film noir, war, or post-revolutionary Soviet 
Union. Apart from watching the film, students learn 
about surrounding issues such as cinematographic 
style, historical context, sub-text, etc.

Photography Club allows Lansdowne students  
to learn digital or traditional SLR photographic 
techniques, digital post-production and effects  
and printing.

Computing Society allows students access to  
a variety of software applications which might be 
used to create websites, animations or databases, 
and visual and audio editing.

Games Club offers chess and a variety  
of other games for fun or competition.

The Duke of Edinburgh Award is a real adventure 
from beginning to end, challenging you to develop 
yourself in four areas: Volunteering, Physical, Skills, 
Expedition. Recognised by universities and employers 
as a significant personal achievement it will develop 
your team-working and leadership abilities.

We take the time to listen to our students and are 
always happy to introduce new activities, clubs and 
societies in accordance with their interests. 
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International Students

We welcome international students to Lansdowne College as they  
bring a diversity of experience that enriches our school community.

Moving to another country to study is a big  
step and we understand that you will probably  
be both excited and apprehensive at the prospect 
of living in a new city and making new friends.  
We take good care of our students throughout  
their time with us and we want you to enjoy  
your time here. In fact, students maintain their  
close association with us and the friends they  
made long after they have taken up their places  
at university.

23 
different nationalities.

Pre-departure
Once you have accepted your offer to study at 
Lansdowne College we will send you a pre-arrival 
pack full of essential information including what  
to pack, living in London, bringing money into  
the country and how to survive the British weather.  
We can arrange your airport pick up and if you are 
staying in our boarding house our staff will help  
you settle into your room.

After arrival
On your first day at Lansdowne College,  
you will undergo a thorough induction and 
orientation programme. For international  
students, this includes registration with the  
police and a doctor, how to use local transport  
and assistance with opening a bank account and 
making an application for an International Student 
Card. Your chosen subjects will be re-confirmed 
before a course timetable is issued the next day. 

Studying at the college
You will be assigned a personal tutor who you will 
meet weekly. Your tutor will help you set academic 
targets for each term, monitor academic progress, 
give advice on how to improve your performance 
and assists with any difficulties you encounter. We 
have an ‘open door’ policy in our staff room, where 
students are able to find and ask subject teachers 
specific questions. 

Non-EU students by region
• Africa 2%
• Americas 2%
• Central Asia 3%
• East Asia 3%
• South East Asia 2%

Nationality mix at Lansdowne College

83%  
British

12% 
Non-EU

5%
EU 
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A-Level 
2 years / 18 months / 1 year

Degree 
3 years at university

Masters 
1 year at university

Foundation
3 terms

The advantages of a British education

A British education aims to inspire and support you to develop your 
knowledge and skills, to be creative and to ensure you achieve your best. 

English is the world’s global language with almost  
1 billion speakers and is an official language of  
more than 70 countries. By studying in the UK 
amongst native speakers you will develop a 
command of the language that will open doors  
for you wherever you go after university.

Recognised around the world as the most  
desirable and rigorous secondary school 
qualifications, GCSEs and A-Levels are UK 
universities’ preferred preparation for higher 
education.
• Four of the World’s top six universities  

are in the UK (World Rankings, QS).
• 91% of students from UK independent  

schools go on to higher education  
(Independent Schools Council Census 2013)

London – the world’s favourite  
academic destination
Quite simply, London is where more students  
want to study than any other city in the world. 
London is ranked as the number one student  
city in the English speaking world with more  
than 400,000 students currently studying here.

There are 40 higher education institutions in  
London including 22 universities, 18 of which  
feature in the QS World University Rankings  
(four in the top 40), more than any other city  
in the world. Together they offer an incredible 
30,000 degree courses at undergraduate and 
postgraduate level, from Accountancy to Zoology. 

 Pre-A-Level
1-3 terms

GCSE – Your first step to  
a university education
These important examinations will determine  
what subjects you are able to study at A-level and 
following that, university. A strong performance  
in your GCSEs will ensure you can choose from  
the full range of subjects at A-level and the most 
selective universities will also require you perform 
well at this level. Assessment is by coursework  
and formal examination.

You will study 5-10 subjects depending  
on the length of your course.

A-level – Internationally recognised, 
academically unmatched
A-levels are the global gold standard of university 
entrance qualifications and as such are accepted  
by institutions around the world. The UK’s elite 
universities prefer students to study A-levels as  
they provide an unmatched depth of knowledge of 
your chosen subjects and if you achieve the highest 
grades at A-level you will be able to choose from 
the very best institutions. Assessment is by 
coursework and formal examination.

International Foundation Year
The International Foundation Year has been 
developed to prepare international (non-UK/EU) 
students for entry to an undergraduate degree. 
During this 3 term programme you will follow  
a subject-specific pathway and study related 
subjects. Once you complete and pass  
the International Foundation Year you are  
guaranteed a place at a leading UK university.

GCSE
2 years / 1 year

Academic English  
Programme

Preparation for  
Medical Science degrees

Oxbridge Programme

Our Academic English and 
specialist preparation programmes 
 are taught alongside our A-level 
programmes. They prepare you 
for entry to the most respected 
universities, wherever you  
are from. 

At Lansdowne College we help 
international students with no 
experience of studying in the  
UK achieve outstanding GCSE, 
A-level and Foundation results. 
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GCSE
Lansdowne College has a thriving GCSE programme thanks to our outstanding 
teaching, extensive subject choice and excellent results. The college building 
and its peaceful residential setting are ideal for younger students together with 
our holistic approach to developing independent learners ready for further 
study. Our teachers build relationships with their students based on trust and 
respect in a relaxed and yet rigorous environment that encourages them to 
maintain the highest academic and personal standards 

Age  
14+

Length  
One or two years

Dates  
September to June

Hours per week  
30

Subjects  
Art** 
Biology* 
Business Studies 
Chemistry* 
Chinese 
Drama 
English Language* 
English Literature 
French 
Geography 
German 
History 
ICT 
Mathematics* 
Photography 
PHSE* 
Physical Education* 
Physics* 
Spanish

General Certificate of Secondary Education

One year fast-track programme 
At Lansdowne College we offer an 
intensive course of study that enables 
you to study for 5 or 6 GCSEs in just 
one year, half the normal length  
of study.

Two year programme 
You will study compulsory core 
subjects alongside a number of 
optional subjects for a total of  
7-10 GCSEs. An ideal choice for 
exploring subjects you have not 
previously studied.

A wide choice of subjects
In addition to Mathematics and 
English you will be able to choose 
from a wide range of subjects to 
ensure you are well prepared for the 
next stage of your academic career.

Personalised teaching  
and support
With small class sizes, personal 
tutoring from the Head of GCSE  
for all students and a focus on the 
needs of the individual student we  
will keep you on course to maximise 
your academic potential.

A complete education
Study skills sessions, supervised 
independent study periods, Personal 
Social and Health Education, weekly 
sports and activity sessions, examination 
practice and study trips combine to 
give you the skills and experience you 
need to succeed and will help inform 
your future study choices.

Direct progression to A-levels  
or International Foundation†

On successful completion of your  
GCSE studies you will able to progress 
directly onto an A-level or Foundation 
programme at Lansdowne College  
to begin your preparations for 
university entry.

†non-EU students only

“I just wanted to reiterate our appreciation  
and thanks to you and your excellent staff after  
our daughter’s success in her GCSE’s.

Delilah came to you last September from a state 
school in New York City, anxious about meeting  
her own high expectations in the exams in just  
one academic year, and concerned about how she 
might fit in socially. She need have had no worries.

She found the staff always on hand and always keen 
to listen. She was so fortunate to have enjoyed such 
close attention and small class sizes. She absolutely 
loved her cohort who created a rich and fun  
environment in which she felt she could grow.”

Martin Brierley (Delilah’s father)

* Compulsory on 1 and  
2 year GCSE programme
** Compulsory on 2 year  
GCSE programme
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Age  
16+

Length  
2 years, 18 months,  
1 year intensive and  
retake programmes  
also available

Dates  
September or  
January start

Hours per week  
20+

Subjects  
Accounting 
Biology 
Business Studies 
Chemistry 
Chinese 
Classic Civilisation 
Economics 
English Language 
English Literature 
Film Studies 
Fine Art 
French 
Further Mathematics 
Geography 
German 
Government and Politics 
Graphics 
History 
ICT 
Italian 
Mathematics 
Media Studies 
Music 
Philosophy 
Photography 
Performing Arts 
Physics 
Psychology 
Russian 
Sociology 
Sports Studies 
Spanish 
Textiles (Art and Design)

A-Level
Lansdowne College’s A-Level programme offers  
the highest quality of teaching and support to  
ensure you progress to the best possible university.

The majority of Lansdowne students study 4 AS Levels and continue with  
3 subjects at A2. Our extensive range of A-Level subjects means that students  
can choose any of over 30 A-Level subjects, and combine them to achieve  
an individualised and tailored programme to suit their needs and ambitions.  
In addition, depending on students’ experiences, we offer one year and  
short retake courses. Combined with expert teaching, small class sizes  
and extra-curricular support programmes, Lansdowne provides students  
with the best possible learning environment.

Outstanding teaching
As identified with our ‘Outstanding’ 
OFSTED report, teaching at Lansdowne 
is of the highest quality. Dynamic, 
interactive and effective, our teachers 
are expert at differentiating to the 
needs of individual students. 

Small classes
Thanks to an average class size  
of 7, students are able to actively 
participate in their learning, share 
experiences and learn from each 
other. Students have greater 
opportunities to develop the  
skills they excel at as well as refine 
those that need developing in a 
challenging yet friendly environment.

The widest subject choice
We believe it is important that  
you can make as free a choice  
as possible of the A Levels you  
would like to study. Therefore,  
you have more than 30 A-Levels  
to choose from.

Fees, term dates & entry requirements 
can be found in the application form.

The best university guidance  
and application support
Applying to Higher Education is a 
complex process. At Lansdowne, you are 
given regular help in the Lower Sixth by 
your tutor, and through a thorough and 
well-designed programme to support 
you in applying to university. Your tutor 
is also there to provide specific advice 
about courses, universities and the 
whole application procedure.

Intensive one-year and  
retake courses
We have been helping A-Level students 
sit retakes for over 30 years and our 
courses have evolved to remain at the 
cutting edge of effective and accessible 
learning. Our unique approach to 
education restores students’ faith in 
education and in themselves, leading  
to exceptional A-Level Retake results. 

Pre A-level
If you require further preparation before 
your A-levels our Pre A-level programme 
offers intensive academic English with 
taster sessions in your chosen subjects.
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Preparation for  
Medical Science degrees

Oxbridge 
Programme

Lansdowne College specialises in preparing 
students who wish to work towards a career  
in the Medical Sciences and, over the years,  
we have established a reputation as experts in 
getting students into medical school. Entry to 
Medical Science degrees is fiercely competitive  
but we offer a number of different courses that 
enable our students to take full advantage  
of our close ties with several internationally  
respected medical institutions in order  
to maximise their chances of entry.

As well as achieving the highest grades  
you must demonstrate through a compelling 
personal statement and at interview, a real 
understanding of the rigors of a career in  
medicine and the skills and attributes you  
possess that equip you to both succeed  
and excel in this field.

Over 30,000 students apply to Oxford and 
Cambridge every year. The admissions process  
can be daunting and with an average of five 
students competing for every place, there is  
no guarantee of success even for the brightest. 

These elite universities seek the most able and  
best qualified students from every background  
and every part of the world. Admissions decisions 
are based on students’ ability, commitment and  
their potential to achieve. The undergraduate 
degree courses offered by these universities  
are highly academic and are not necessarily 
appropriate for all students as they rely on  
a high degree of self-study.

The success rate of suitably qualified applicants  
is broadly the same regardless of where they are 
from. Interviews for undergraduate places are just 
one part of a very rigorous selection process, where 
academic ability and potential are assessed through 
a range of measures: at least two interviews; aptitude 
tests (in most subjects); written work (in many 
subjects); predicted grades; attained grades;  
and references.

In addition to attending our own medical  
speaker evenings where you will have the 
opportunity to hear from top practitioners in  
the medical field including admissions officers, 
practising dentists and medics, and former 
Lansdowne College medical students, you  
will be coached and supported by experts  
in the following:
• BMAT & UKCAT examination preparation
• Interview skills
• Individual interview practice
• Personal statement writing
• Debating medical ethics
• First Aid training

You will also receive assistance with
• Selecting the most suitable medical school
• Applications for voluntary work
• Gaining relevant work experience
• Keeping a reflective diary
• Attendance at medical school open days

Our tutors will ensure that every candidate, 
identified as having the potential to succeed  
at this highest academic level, is thoroughly 
mentored to maximise their chances of success.  
All staff involved in this programme are experts  
on Oxbridge preparation and are highly  
qualified subject specialists.

The Oxbridge Preparation  
Programme includes: 
• Oxbridge college analysis, review and selection 
• Guest speakers from Oxbridge universities 
• Annual Oxbridge conference 
• Individual support in writing competitive 

Oxbridge personal statements 
• Preparation for specialist entry tests  

& STEP Mathematics papers 
• Interview skills 
• Individual interview practice
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NCUK International Foundation Year

Why NCUK?
NCUK have been working with international  
students since 1987 and work in partnership  
with their 11 founder universities to help 
international students achieve a place on a  
UK degree programme. They design pathway 
programmes that allow you to gain the skills  
and qualifications needed to enter a UK university. 
NCUK are a unique organisation because they were 
founded by 11 leading UK universities. Because of 
this relationship, they can guarantee you entry into 
nearly 3,000 degree programmes in the UK.  
You can choose the programme and university  
that are right for you.

NCUK universities
• University of Bradford
• The University of Huddersfield
• University of Leeds
•  Leeds Metropolitan University
•  The University of Liverpool
•  Liverpool John Moores University
•  University of Manchester
•  Manchester Metropolitan University
•  University of Salford
•  University of Sheffield
•  Sheffield Hallam University

NCUK partner universities
• Aston University
• University of Birmingham
• University of Bristol
• University of Kent
• Kingston University, London
• Queen Mary, University of London

Your assurance of quality
All NCUK programmes are created in conjunction 
with their founder universities, and all of them are 
designed to give you the skills you need to get your 
UK studies off to a flying start. NCUK programmes 
are recognised and accepted by the majority of 
universities around the world giving you a globally 
portable qualification.

International Foundation Year 
The NCUK International Foundation Year (IFY)  
is a modular programme that will prepare you for 
first-year entry to undergraduate degree courses. 

Pathways*: Business, Humanities

English for Academic Purposes
All NCUK IFY pathways include a specialist  
English for Academic Purposes (EAP) module 
designed to give you the language ability and  
study skills that will give you a head start on  
your undergraduate degree in the UK.

Guaranteed offer
Upon passing your NCUK IFY programme  
you are guaranteed a place on a suitable  
degree programme at an NCUK or NCUK 
partner university.

“The teaching style on  
the IFY was very similar  
to the teaching styles  
here – the programme  
is like a bridge.”  
Shubao Li (University of Manchester)

Why study the IFY at Lansdowne College?
We have specialised in preparing students for entry 
into high-ranking universities through the delivery of 
world-class teaching in small classes for more than 
30 years. Students studying the IFY at Lansdowne 
College will benefit from:
• Maximum class size 12 students
• 21 hours tuition per week plus personal  

tutor session
• Highly qualified and experienced teachers

*Engineering and Science pathways are available at Chelsea Independent College. Contact us for more information.
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Age  
17+

Length  
3  terms

Dates  
September start

Hours per week  
21 plus  
personal tutor session

Age  
17+

Length  
3 terms

Dates  
September start

Hours per week  
21 plus  
personal tutor session

International Foundation Year 
Humanities
You will study three compulsory modules including English plus one  
optional module during the Humanities International Foundation Year:

International Foundation Year 
Business
You will study three compulsory modules including English plus one  
optional module during the Business International Foundation Year:

Compulsory modules
Economics
The overall aim of this course is to 
provide an introduction to the basic 
economic concepts and principles. 
The first semester will deal with  
microeconomic issues and the  
second semester will deal with 
macroeconomic issues.

Maths
The aims of the module include:  
to develop abilities to think logically, 
to recognise incorrect reasoning and 
to express ideas clearly; to develop  
in students an understanding of how 
theory and application work together; 
and to develop students’ skills in 
modelling and the interpretation  
of results.

English for Academic Purposes
This module will help you develop the 
skills required for an undergraduate 
course at a UK university. You will 
develop your academic reading, 
writing, listening and speaking skills 
together with the skills required to 
interpret academic texts and write 
academic assignments.

Compulsory modules
Economics
The overall aim of this course is to 
provide an introduction to the basic 
economic concepts and principles. 
The first semester will deal with  
microeconomic issues and the  
second semester will deal with  
macroeconomic issues.

Society & Politics 
This course provides students with  
a strong foundation in a variety of 
political topics. Traditional Politics and 
Society syllabuses have been modified 
to account for students who will have 
little background knowledge in this 
area and a limited time to devote  
to this study. Existing knowledge of 
Politics and Society is not required.

English for Academic Purposes
This module will help you develop the 
skills required for an undergraduate 
course at a UK university. You will 
develop your academic reading, 
writing, listening and speaking skills 
together with the skills required to 
interpret academic texts and write 
academic assignments.

Optional modules
Business Studies
The overall aim is to ensure  
students have a solid grounding  
in many aspects of business studies 
and feel confident in commencing  
the study of business-related courses 
at undergraduate level. Operations 
management is not included.

or

International Relations 
This module has been designed  
to ensure that students have a  
solid introduction to all aspects  
of International Relations and to 
enable students to feel confident  
in undertaking undergraduate studies 
in this discipline. In its scope, this 
module will provide an introduction  
to the understanding of the modern 
world and how nation states interact.

Fees, term dates & entry requirements 
can be found in the application form.

Optional modules
Business Studies
The overall aim is to ensure  
students have a solid grounding  
in many aspects of business studies 
and feel confident in commencing  
the study of business-related courses 
at undergraduate level. Operations 
management is not included.

or

Society & Politics 
This course provides students with  
a strong foundation in a variety of 
political topics. Traditional Politics and 
Society syllabuses have been modified 
to account for students who will have 
little background knowledge in this 
area and a limited time to devote  
to this study. Existing knowledge of 
Politics and Society is not required.

Fees, term dates & entry requirements 
can be found in the application form.

Degree Programme University
Overall  

EAP  
Requirement

IFY  
Grade  

Requirement

BSc (Hons) Management  
(International Business Economics)

The University  
of Manchester

B AAB

BSc (Hons) Accounting and Finance
The University  

of Leeds
B AAB

BA (Hons) Business Management  
& Mathematics

The University  
of Sheffield

B AAB 

Degree Programme University
Overall  

EAP  
Requirement

IFY  
Grade  

Requirement

BA (Hons) Business Economics
The University  
of Liverpool

B AAB

BA (Hons) Politics & Sociology
The University  

of Leeds
B AAB

BA (Hons) International Relations  
& Politics

The University  
of Sheffield

B AAB

Example progression degrees & requirements Example progression degrees & requirements
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Academic English Programme

A high level of English is required for entry to university in the UK.  
Beyond this, a good grasp of the English language enables you  
to understand more, write better and achieve top exam results.  
It also allows you to enjoy more social activities, make friends  
and understand UK culture.

As an international student attending  
Lansdowne College alongside British students,  
we aim to develop your language ability to near 
native levels so that you have the opportunity to 
flourish in both an academic and social context.

You must be able to demonstrate a level of  
English appropriate to your academic programme  
in order to commence your studies. Before you 
begin your chosen academic course, you will  
sit an English language assessment (unless you 
already possess a recognised English language 
qualification at the appropriate level). If you  
require further support and development you  
will be guided to a suitable full-time English 
programme for 1, 2 or 3 terms with us before  
you begin your academic course.

Complement and support your  
academic study
At Lansdowne College we believe it’s important  
that you study English alongside your academic 
subjects and not in isolation. Learning a language  
to the standard required by the most prestigious 
universities takes time and cannot be rushed.  
If required, you will receive a minimum of 4  
hours English tuition every week throughout  
your studies. These lessons will also cover  
revision and exam techniques to help you  
succeed in your IELTS examination.

Highly qualified teachers
Throughout the course, you will be taught  
by professional and fully-qualified teachers  
who have extensive experience of teaching  
English to international students and  
preparing them for IELTS examinations.

A complete language programme
In addition to developing language systems 
(vocabulary, grammar and pronunciation) you  
will develop your Academic English in Reading,  
Writing, Speaking and Listening. You will have  
daily homework and sit regular tests to ensure  
you are making progress.You will receive  
daily homework and sit regular tests to  
assess your progress and identify areas  
for further development.

An immersive approach
You will be encouraged to read widely, listen  
to English-speaking media and, of course, speak 
English as much as possible inside and outside the 
class. You will take part in trips, activities and social 
events and there will be visits by guest speakers. 
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Astrum Education is a group of three leading sixth form colleges in central London:
• Chelsea Independent College
• Duff Miller Sixth Form College
• Lansdowne College

The colleges provide private education to 14-18 year old students with structured,  
tailored tuition focused on examinations and entry to top universities. All of the colleges  
achieved strong OFSTED Report ratings and are also ranked within the top quartile  
of all schools in the UK for their value added. (Source: Department for Education)

www.astrumeducation.com

What next?
Further Information:
We understand what an important decision  
this is and are always here to help. If you require 
further information or would like to discuss your 
individual circumstances please contact us using 
one of the contact methods listed on the back  
of this prospectus or visit our website  
www.lansdownecollege.com

Application:
At Lansdowne College, we want to ensure  
our students are as passionate about education  
as we are. Therefore our admissions process  
has three elements:

1) Complete an application form and submit  
it together with the required documents, details  
of which can be found in the Application Form.

2) An individual interview with our Principal or  
other senior member of staff, either in person  
or via Skype. This is your opportunity to get to  
know us and to ask any questions you may have 
about our college and courses. We will talk with  
you about your aims and ambitions and help you 
ensure your personal learning plan is tailored to 
achieving them.

3) Any further assessments required. Our aim is  
to ensure you are on the correct study programme 
and we may use further assessments to help us 
understand ‘where you are now’ to enable  
us to help you get to ‘where you want to be’.  
For non-native speakers of English this could  
include English language assessments for example.

Once we have received your application form,  
we will assess your application and send you an 
offer letter via email. We will contact you if we  
need further information before issuing your offer.

If you wish to accept your offer of a place, simply 
complete and return the acceptance form provided 
with your offer letter and pay the non-refundable 
registration fee.

We will keep you updated on the progress of  
your application and inform you of next steps  
to be taken. Support will also be provided for 
students requiring accommodation, transportation 
or student visas.

An application form is enclosed with the prospectus 
or can be found on the college website.



40-44 Bark Place, London W2 4AT

LANSDOWNE COLLEGE


