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The Guitar Craft Academy (GCA) provides 
intensive, hands-on training in the specialized 
skills of luthiery—the art of guitar building and 
technical maintenance.

In just six months at GCA, you can design, 
fabricate and finish your own electric guitar 
or bass—turning raw wood into a completed 
instrument of your own creation. You’ll also gain 
detailed knowledge of:

• Guitar Pickups & Fretwork
• Wiring Modifications
• Repairs & Maintenance
• Advanced Electronics

ABOUT US
GUITAR CRAFT ACADEMY
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You will also develop musical skills through 
weekly private lessons focused on sound, 
design, and technique.

In addition to giving you the satisfaction of 
taking home an instrument you built with 
your own hands, GCA is your gateway to the 
music industry, preparing you for careers 
including:

• Jobs at top-of-the-line manufacturers 
like Fender, Schecter ESP, and other 
companies

• Working at a guitar maintenance and 
repair shop

• Being a luthier for a custom boutique 
shop

• Touring as a guitar/bass tech for artists 
and bands

I completed the GCA program, then I 
finished the acoustic program...then I 
got hired over at ESP Guitars.
Carl Nielsen, ESP Guitars ”“
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Certificate in Guitar Craft:

• Provides comprehensive training in the methods and 
techniques of professional electric guitar/bass design, 
fabrication and maintenance

• 2 quarters • 30 credits*

*at an optimal course load of 15 units/quarter

ELECTRIC

GUITAR CRAFT 
ACADEMY 
CERTIFICATES
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Certificate in Guitar Craft, 
Acoustic Guitar Design:

• An additional focus on steel-string 
acoustic guitar creation 

• 3 quarters • 45 credits*

*at an optimal course load of 15 units/quarter

ACOUSTIC
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COURSES



Other GCA courses include: Instrument Fabrication, Instrument Repair, and Instrument Performance
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ELECTRONICS

INSTRUMENT DESIGN FINISH WORK

FRETWORK & SETUP
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FACILITIES
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As an alternative to a traditional classroom setting, all courses are taught at GCA’s state-of-the-art 
workshop facilities, which are fully equipped with industry-standard tools and technology. In addition, 
GCA regularly offers night classes to accommodate busy schedules.



FACULTY
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Musicians Institute’s Guitar 
Craft Academy hosts a highly 
skilled faculty with extensive 
experience in their field. Each 
department boasts a number 
of widely respected instructors 
who are able to impart to 
students practical information 
earned in professional careers.

GCA’s small class sizes provide 
attention from teachers, 
cross-cultural interaction with 
international students, and 
networking opportunities with 
music industry professionals.
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ALUMNI SUCCESS

Whether you want to be a professional 
luthier, an instrument manufacturer, 
a musician with extra hands-on 
experience, or a hobbyist who loves 
woodworking—GCA is an ideal program 
to expand your knowledge and give you 
the skills to create beautiful works of art.

GCA graduates have found success at 
top companies including ESP Guitars, 
Fender, Paul Reed Smith (PRS) and 
Guitar Center.



The teachers 
are really 
nice, the 
teacher’s 
assistants are 
always there 
to help you, 
and it sets you 
up to have the 
greatest job in 
the world.
Adam Taoras, ESP Guitars”

“
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IN THE HEART OF HOLLYWOOD

6752 Hollywood Boulevard Hollywood, CA 90028



BECOME A MASTER CRAFTSMAN AT GCA
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